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AMUS office hours are from 8:00 AM to 5:00 P4, Mountain time. Our
overworked secretary is Sharon Greene who is happy to assist you
with any question you might have about AMUS, the location of a
piece of application software, getting help with a particularly
nasty bug, or whatever. We're here to help.

AMUS has a library of programs that have been donated by members
for distribution to other members. Programs are available either
through the AMUS network, or via floppy discs. Discs may be
ordered through Sharon Greene at a cost of $10.00 each.

THE AMUS NEWSLETTER is available for $25.00 per year which
includes membership dues in AMUS. See the back inside cover for
membership form. Additional copies of the newsletter are
available to members at $7.50 per year.

The newsletter welcomes any bugs, fixes, articles, reviews of
software, opinions, advertisements, or program listings concerning
the Alpha Micro computer. Dealers are asked not to submit
advertisements for products available through other local

Alpha Micro dealers. Hardware manufacturers and software authors
are encouraged to provide AMUS with descriptions of their product
for inclusion in the newsletter. Please submit material as high
contrast, camera ready copy on 8 1/2 by 11 inch white paper.
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

As manvy of vou have probably found cut bv now, the Alpha
Micro Users Society Network is now up and runnins. You mav call
(303) 449-5564 to see what is available. It is a very minimal
grstem risht now, but we are waitins for some software from a few
folks. Most all of the work to get the system workins has been
done by Steve Elliott and whomever he can con into helrins.
Thanks, Steve.

Steve conducted a besinners AMOS seminar on January 10 and
11 in the AMUS headauarters. The seminar went well and ancother
is Planned for March.

AlrPha Microsvstems will be attendins onlvy the NCC show in
the near future, The next one is in Anaheim on Mavy 19-22. Since
they will be expectins a lot of dealers to be there, we have
asked them to reserve us a meetins room at that show. We are not
Pplannins any official AMUS activities for the West Coast Computer
Faire at this time. More details later.

If anvone 1is still wonderins about the rumors that A/M is
bundlins the hardware and selling only pPackages, I can lav the
rumor to rest. It is all true and thev can’t ship them fast
enoush.

Last newsletter we sussgsested that vou not use 4.3 until vyou
received a corrected <coprPy. We made the modifications that were
sent to the dealers and it arPears to work Jjust fine. A1l 4.2
versions received by users direct from Alpha Micro and marked as
4.3A should be ok. If vou received vour 4.2 from a dealer, vyou
should verify that it is a corrected version. An easvy wav to
prove this is to look at the hash total for SYSACT. It should be
025-552-441-4465.

My observations on 4.3 are?

1. It aprPears scmewhat faster,

2, VUE will still crash the svstem by running out of room.

3. Rub will still crash the svstem when in image mode.

4. On a multiple Job svstem, settins the JOBPRI too high
(over 235) mavy result in sisnificant desredation of the
overall svystem speed.

S. If wou run a program from a command file, all outeput
will be inhibited unless vou use a tT or a 2R to resume

output,

&. A command file that ends with a > as the last line will
fail _to return the dot.



7. It is becoming more fresuent that vou cannot e¢rase the
first character vou tvee 1n after returining from A/M
supplied softwares i.e. VUE and the business pPack.

The 1.2 Alrha Aczcountine pack is very good and mav be easilvy
demonstrated. Just be sure to have FLOCK l1oaded inte the svystem,
or at least in vyour pPartition if there is only one jeb usins
Order Entry. If FLOCK 1s called from the disk each time it is
accessed, it will alwawvs lose cantrol of the aueue blocks it is
using and will fail to return them to the svstem which will
eventually crash the svstem.

Jim Tavlor

CONVERTING TO AND FROM BINARY AND FLOATING POINT NUMBERS

We have been having some trouble gettins books to balance ta the
Penny. After manv hours of reviewins our code and of course
findine no errors, we decided to check out the imPussibles a
machine error. Trv this program on for a frisht. If ~vou are
usine binary numbers to store dollar amounts vou should be aware
of this problem.

10 ! A test to see if 1 =1
20

30 SIGNIFICANCE 10

40

100 MAP1 FLOATING,F

110 MAP1 BINARY.B,2Z

120

120 7 "BINARY FLOATING"
150 »

160 FLOATING = 1.93

200 FOR N = 1 TO 20

210 BINARY = FLOATING # 100
220 ? BINARY, FLOATIMNG

230 FLOATING = BINARY / 100
240 7 BINARY. FLOATING

250 s

2460 NEXT N

Imagine our suprise to find that each conversion Jloses a
penny in the Process of moving over a value. That 1s, until it
hits 175 where it levels out for some reason.

AMUS NETWORK P AND RUNNING

We now have at least some of the network wup and available for
vour inspection. Since we’re just settins started, there are no
Passwords into the 9general areas, these will g9et assigned



startins in March. We will publish the next month”s password in
the newsletter, so wou will have to keer track of the pPasswords

to sget on after then. To trv out the network call (3203)
449-5544, If vou‘re not already lagged inte an account, log tao
101,1. Or wvou can tvpe HELF AMUS. When vou’re done, pPlease log

to 101,1 before wvou hans up. FPPn 101,1 is the directory for the
network. The other accounts and their functicens are!

(GAMES.cenceasnosanasssnnsssassasesnsesses102,1 DSKOZ
Utilitie@Seeeeuncencnsasansnssnssnasnnssanseal01 DSKOS
Published newslettersS.iscessaaacnsessnaslOd,1 D[SKO:
AMUS current announcementsS..ceesenasseaal0S 1 DSKO:
MembershiP 1isSte.eeeeasnscenansacsasanens106,1 DEKO:
Software directoryY.iccessesaassacanesanaesl107,1 DSKO:
Problem MreSPONS@eesnacsssssnnasccssnssans110,1 DSKO:
Problem droP Offecesssensnanacessnnssnaasill,1l DSK1Z
CoOrresPONdANCe.eeassaansesssanssssssanssll12,1 DSKLZ
APPl1cation Pro9ramS.ecessasscecaneneass 1121 DSKO:
DPr1VEr S eceneesennsansncasannsnsnsasssansi114,1 DSKO:
Khalsa communications software.....,....115,1 DSKO:

DSKO: will be write pProtected: vyou mav write ento DSK1:
accounts. We are laakine for ideas, volunteers. software. and
susgestions for the network.

FROM THE EDITOR

We would like to hear more about what vou are doine that
makes good use of the AlPpha Micro compPuter. Besides seeins vour
name in Print, wvou’ll find that pPecrle with interest similar to
vours will seek wvwou owt once thev know what vou are up to, Send
us a oane or two pPage letter describing vour oprPeration, who is
usins it, and what kinds of success +vyou are havinsg with a
compPuter in wour orsanization. Recent submissions to the AMUS
Newsletter would lead an unsuspecting observer toe believe that we
are sponsoring a cantest to see who can find the most buss in the
system, with a srec1al prize for locating the most obscure
problem. While 1t is important to know where pProblems are, it
wauld be nice to have at Jeast one article pPer newsletter
discussin® a successtul 1melementation to show to a2 Pruspective
new member.

Persconallv, I haven’t been able to find another compPuter
with a BASIC that can hold a condle te AIPhHARASIC. Courled with
1tz ability to chain to command files, the Alpha Micro is leasues
ahead of computer swvstems of comparable pPrice.

SpPeabing of command files, Please don’t he bashful about
sharine with wus a two ar three lime command file that othars
might find usetful. Here are two that we wuse 9guite often that



make thines easvy on pProgsrammers that are constantlv flittins freom
one PPn to another and need to reassure themselves where thev are
before destroving valuable data:

C.CMD D.CMD

R :

XY=0 XY=0
Xy 1 20 DIR /W
LOG

Xy z 28

TIME

XY 3 24

TIME

Qur staff alsoc likes to renumber pPrograms frequentlwy so we
placed the renumber program in DSKO:[7,01 (the librarvy PPn) and
Pput the following command file in DSKO:[2,2]

RENUM.CMD

IR
RLUN DSKO:RENIMI7,01
This allows users to simply tvpe in RENUM whenever thev wish
to spPruce uP a pProgram, and REMUM.RUN needs to reside in onlv one
Place in the svstem rather than be duplicated in several FPn’'s.

How about it? Anv other ideas??

Steve Elliott



BUGLIST #12 2/15/79

Due to several factors, this bus Jist is not enlv vervy late, but covers 3
AMIJS releases in varving desrees of (1in)completeness. The last buslist
cavered 4.2, but I was nat able to resolve at that time the most

important bug of all, the 4.2 SYSTEM.MON on Persci AMS updates, detailed

in the buss section. A mini-release, "4,2.3", was squeezed in between

4.2 and 4.2, and there was a pProblem with that, so it is covered in this
buslist. Finallw, version 4.2 came out late (11/3/7%), had pProblems from
the start with the 4.2 SYSTEM.MON (not related to those in 4.2), the normal
AlpPha Micro 2-month deadline for bus reports passed, and as of todar (12/13)
the f1<es for 4.2 have been Prerpared, but not distributed. I hear that the
fi1:es are numerous encush that AlpPha Micro calls the correscted version "4.3A".

Since our own stare swstem has not been usineg 4.2 resularlv, pPending fires to
the 4.2 Monitor, my cwn comments for that release are somewhat sketchier.
Never—the—-less, all the i1nformation in my own buslist applies to 4.3, unless
atherwise stated.

Larr, White, who uses the MACRD assembler ewtensivelw, has Z-page list of hugs
and suggestions. Not many of us waork with MACRO at all. and I am harpvy to
include his list with this letter. His 1nfo all applies to 4.2 AMDS,

Jack Hobbs of Lozical Software Desisn (Irvine) has accumulated an imPressive,
cansclentious booklet of bugs and sussestions, 32 pases in all. He has sent a
2opy to Alepha Micro, AMUS, mvself, and several dealers. I symPathize with Jim
Tavlor s dilemma abaut what to Print i1n the newsletter (especially 22 Pages !),
and so I have i1ncluded with this letter a3 3-pase condensation of what I
@onsider the more imPortant parts of Jack s lists this includes all the buss,
same of the suggestions, and less of the laong-rangde sugsgestions, all of which
are good (arnd which have been sent to Alpha Micra). Finallw, Jack has been
able to come uPp with several 4,3 buss, thus letting me off the haook !

Firmnally, bthalsa Computer Systems 1s now known as Computer Alternatives of

Southern California, and 1s affiliated with Computer Alternatives 1n San
Rafael (Northern Californial.

Bob Fowler



AMOS BUGS (4.2/4.2.5/4.3) 12/15/79

(1) SYSTEM.MON (4.2, Persci,» AMS format) ——— this has a bad bus !

A letter from Alpha Micra’s Bob Currier cleared this up. The 4.2 Persci
AMS—format uepdates sent out have a debus monitor aon them. This monitor
"routinely clobbers 4 different memory locatiens”. More specificallv,
every 1/40 of a second, the (octal) word 0O00Z00 is poked 1nto actal

memory location 060214 (=decimal 24714). Note that this 1s an area wh1fh
is hishly likelr to be used over any sisnificant Period of time.

srymptoms end upPp beins quite varied (and all mis—leadins '). Thev 1nF1ude :

MTM driven spocler dvins in middle of a /H print
VUE,EDIT of (esp. large) files "lase” characters (actually, thev
re replaced with visuallw 1nvxs1ble" nylls
OPY of large ftiles changes them (!!'!!)
MONGEN usins this monitor rreates nofi-baoting moniters
control-i and S crash svyste . .
filenames with blanks, 11ke "AR CH.SER", aprear in a directorv
incorrect execution of .RUN modules
BASIC sivins untrue “Invalid Svyntax Code” errars .
these Problems tend to 3o awavy 1f the INI 1s changed (thus moving
ograms around 1n memory, but other pProblems mav replace them.
DIAG2 and DIAG4 do not detect this pProblem in anvy wav.
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The solutions available ar
(1) rerplace the 4.2 :YqTEﬂ MON with a 4.1 SYSTEM.MON. This causes no
compatibility problems. Warning ! don’t boot up the svstem under
the 4.2 SYSTEM.MON to Perform this COPY, because the 4.2 monitor
may goof up the 4.1 STEM.MON in the Process ! IUse the 4.1
svstem disk to do the PHP .
A late report savs that there ARE compatibility Pproblems (with the
spogler), but I haven 't checked this wut. “Sounds valid, thoush,
in lisht of the many recent sponler chanse
(2) Use anv other 4.2 SYSTEM.MON other than the FER-AMS 4.2 SYSTEM. MON,
and use MONGEN to do a routine monitor seneration.
(3) Wait until 4.2 (which 15 stil]l not gsenerally distributed 1n 1ts
X "fixed” version as of todav, 12/13/79).
Finallv, some hash codes and bvte sizes to helrp vou alons.

Ver BLOX BYTES HASH-CODE Comments
4.1 27 13328 034-000-4£35-433 sood PER-AMS monitor

4.2 27 133684 L20-215-473-6632 bad PER-AMS monitor

4,2 27 13494 732-743-440-033 goad FER-AMS maonitor
4.3 27 13520 304-164-46446-211 unfixed PER-AMS monitor
4.3 27 13 20 ? fixed FPER-AMS monitor

FMT200 ——- this is still a bus

In buslist #11, I rerported this bus, as well as problems with MONGEN.

A reply from Bob Currier at AlPpha Micro to that buslist states that both
of these buss were actuallv due to the 4.2 SYSTEM.MON problem, described
elsewhere. However, I have a fixed 4.2 (as well as a 4.3), and the FMT200
Pr-oblem is st1ll ghere. To demonstrate, boot up with either of these, and

(1) LOAD FMTZ
(2) HEDLOD 1300 . (to keep the head lvaded for a short while)
(3) eject svstem disk (to protect 1t ')
(4) FMT 200 DSK (finish tvepine this before head unloads)
a crash should OLvUP, and the head will unload after the HEDLOD interval.

Temporary solutioen ¢ For 4.2 svstems, use 4,1 FORMAT.,AMSFMT, WNGFMT , WAMFMT .
have done this a lot and had no Problems. For 4.3 svstems, with 1ts

documented warninss asainst mixins 1t with any previous releasées, I would

recommend using the same four 4.1 pProgsrams, but LOAD them into memory

and edect the svystem Jisk before wusims them. I tried this todav, and 1t

di1d not crash the svystem.
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AMOS  BUGS (4.2/4.2.5/4.3) 12/15/79

BASIC —--- can’t control—-C durins COMPILE

A control-C during the middle of a COMPILE mawv crash the entire svystem.
This 1s true of 4.2, but mar be fixed in 4.3.

HKILL ==~ beware AMOZ 4.2.5 users (early Phoenix users)

AMOS 4.2.5 was the same as 4.2, onlv 6 new Prosrams were added and 2 old
Proarams were chansed to suppPort the new Phoenix P?0-Mbvte drives. Th

KILL Prosram, however, was i1nadvertently changed. The Fhoenix disk Pack
that we received here had a KFILL.PRG that d1F+erAd bv 1 bit from 4.2 KILL.
The hash code of 4.2.5 KILL 15 137-706-270-154. The solution was/1s to
use 8.2 KILL (hash code =46-210-%61-734). This rProblem was alss reported
bv Parne, Jackson % Assoc. (in Anchorase) 1n the Jun/Jul 197% AMUS
rnewsletter. Thev sot around the problem bv not wusing KILL, and mav still
nat be aware of whvy 1t doesn't work. Are vou folks listenins 7

CPYSOO.CMD -—-- documentation misleadins

As of 4.2, the reference sheet sars "because CPYS00 uses the COPY command,
(x:stead of DSKLCPY) it is much faster than SYSCPY". This is not alwavs
true., It should read "CPYZSOO0 u:e:,th@ COFY command, which takes abaout

2% minutes 1f all 9494 blocks are in use on the disk (and pPrororticnatelsr
Iess time 1f fewer blocks are in use), but no verification 18 Performed.

ZYSLPY uses DSKLCPY, which alwars takes & minutes te copv, and another
minutes to varif, the transfer (an un-verified copy can thus be made in 4
minutes brs t.P1ns control-C after the initial copy has been completed).”

DarPAK —-—— *tales more than 1 pass

The D3VPAk documentation & a talk with the prosrammer who wrote DSEPAK
both state that DIKFAK does 1t dutvy in onlv 1 run. Howevers, I have used
1t as often as 2 times 1n a rows, e¢ach time packinsg some more. Tryv 1t

o a disk that has been used for sometime without cleanups the output
that DEVPAK displavs while 1t executes sives a prettv sood 1dea of how
much Packins (1.€., moeving of files) it is actuallysy dains, . ~
This 1s true of 4.2 DSKPAK, but I see no mention of anvy changes in 4.3.

FILCOM ——— both files must be in user s FPN

FILCOM (4.32) has not changed since 2.0, and 1s showing its ase. If a
contigsuaus file 158 1ncluded amons the two compPariscon file names, it 1s
simpPlv "not found", rather than "file tvpe mismatch'ed. Alss. any files
in PPN other than the user s PFM wi1ill ke "found", but no comParisen data
will be dlnpla.ed by FILZOM. Onlyv two sequential files in the user’s FPN
\ma, be fraom Jdifferent devices, however) will be compared and their
difterences displaved.

TV 5 ——= range check st1ll not f1.ed
Buziict #10 (4.1,%/4/7%, AMH% Hun 72) refered to 1mPrnPer ranqe checkins
beins "all the TDOVY ¢ I looked further inta this, and can rzpert
tha allv only effc-.s (in 4.3) the UMEDIA TDV, HAZEL TOV. and
INT vers. However, no repalrs have oeen made <2t to these TOV s,
I ¢rs. the source code should be chansed as follows :
(s R1,R1
E R1.%CRCE-CRCA -1
s currzntly not present, and should _be 1nserted. As of now,
of this bug 1s that the followine TARB 3 wi1ll go out as
“yunk ", 1nstezad of the correct (1.2., nuil) sequence @
an OMEDIA
an HAZEL
on INTER
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AMOS  SUGSESTIONS  (4.2/4.2.5/4.%) 12/18/77%

TRMDEF —-- allow actual baud rate (For AMIOO,AMZ10)

In the SYSTEM.INI f1le, in the TRMDEF lines, 1in the 2Ind operand fi1z21d,
1f the 1nterface_1s AMI00 or AMZ2190, then a baud rate must be specified.
The default is 19200 bauds; all other rates must be spPecitically g1ven.
As of now, the baud rate must be 1ndicated by a code., Whv not allow the
actual baud rate value ™ Ta beep compatabilit, with existina INI s,
alluw either baud rate codes, or haud rate values, For e .ample @

7 (current format for port 1, 2400 baud)

jede 8 (Passible future foarmat for the zame)
Anvthing that can simPl1fy the INI fi1le helrps IMMENIELY, believe me.

The BAUD program currently does this canversian from baud rates to baud
codest use the same cade from that pProsram.

RNORED ——- allow finmite number of reads

As of now, RNDRED gsaes on until control-=C 1s hit, then unceremonicus] v
er1ts. I suggest an ortional aerPerand stating how manry random reads are
to be made (default to 1nfinmatey or Z##32), after which RNDRED waoulad
automatically ew1t. If a Ppremature e~1t 15 made via contrael-C, then
displav the a;tua] rnumber of reads that occured up to that Polnt.
Finallwv, 1n any situwation, rerart the amount aof time that elapsed between
the first and last reads.

These fairlv simple features would allow _service departments to set up
diasnostic command files that ewecute ENMODRED 2-.ercises for a finmite amount
time, and then automatically 9o on to other tests., Also, 1t is a ver:s
ective answer to the oft-heard customer [uestion "about how fast does
d1st read informatian'., As of now, the simplest wars I can thinb of
time 100 random diskh reads 1s throush BASIC, using randam reads on a

se) random fi1le, with BAZIC s own overhead i1nserarable from the results.

TYPE ——— faster control-C exi1t % wildcards

These features are actualle availlable 1n an i1mpProved TYFE praosram s0ld &«
an Alerha Micro dealer. As of now, TYPE ex1ts an a contral-C anly after
finishins the current (S10-bwte) block. On the averase, this 1s several
moare liness; often it ends up scrolling 2 desired bit of te.t risht off the
crt. The easiest solution 1s to exi1t TYFPE at the end of the current line
an control-C. Allowins wildcards 13 a Preferable alte rnatlwe toe trPIMS

COPY TRM:LCRT1=#,BAS

ar other wildcards. COPY does naot stoer until the end of the current file
(could be awhile ')s this 15 necessar, to Prntuvt the BITMAP when a user
control—-C's out of a disk—-to-dishk wildcard COFY

Contiguous ("randam") files ——— not handled by cartain pProsrams

Certain Programs handle AMOS sequential files, but not AMOS contiouous
files. Thevr are listed below 1n aPPruf1mat4 arder of "decreasing
usefulness" with respect to (future) handlins of contisuous files &

LoAD, MAP, ZAVE, DEL, DOT —=-= handr3 erobabls hard to imPlement, o

ODUMF, FILLMP —-— DUMP can 4o ever sthins else, e-czpt this % RADZO

SIZE --- thi1s would e an easy Progsram chanse, and usetul

APFEND ——— quful‘ M

FILIOM ——— would be usetul

SORT === would match BASORT

TYFE === ugsetful 7

MAKE ——=-= Fhmmmm

FRINT, SRCCZOM ——— pProbiems with definitions, Perhars
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AMO3 SUGGESTIONS (4.2/4.2.5/4.3) 12/15/79

DO -—- documentation suzgsestian

To make the = usage torms perfectly clear, add these 3 lines to the DO
Command Reference Sheet @
DO filnam.ext
DO filnam
fi1lnam

cutes DOD-f1le “filnam.ext"
cutes DO-file "filmam.DO"
e<ecutes DO-file "filnam.DO®

SRCCOM —-— allow control-C et
As of now, SRCCOM will not respond to control-C5 the user must wait for
the entire outPut to g0 bv or else re—boot the svstem.

VUJE —--= allow "e~-it and so" on L53T files

When VIJEins a file with extension ".L3T", allow use of the "53" command,
which would update the f1le, and then PRINT it (send it to the spocler).

ISAM ——— function #2 (read ne.t record) doesn t return the kew

ISAM function #2Z reads the ner.t alrphabetical record and returns 1ts record
lacation number, but 1t does nmot return the actual ke, string. This would
not be difficult to implement, nor would 1t cause anc eée~tra disk accesses
ta be made (because the kev 1s alread, there nert to 1ts record number).

MACRD monitor calls ——— re-1nclude the old 1-line summary tabie

The orizinal MACRO assembler manual had, 1n lieu of anv table of contents
or 1nde., & one—line summar s of each monitor call. I find this table verwy
yseful, and would suggest that 1t be re-i1ncluded i1n the new manual, mavbe
as an aprPendiw.

pr
2
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S Nates (4.2/4.2.%5/4.32) 12/15/7%

BAZIC —=-- lze CHAIM to Pass a few arsuments to ancther JRUN maodule

ALFHABAZIC allows CHAINing to_a RUN module, a CMD command file, or anvy
AMOZ monrtar—level command. This 1s well-documented. In mv Buslist #2
(see AMUS newsletter of 1979 dan). I pointed ocut how an entire multi-line
command fi1lz can be 2ut into the CHAIN command strins. therszby allowine
the command file and the CHAINins prosram to te combined i1nto one file.

I wish to report here a wuseful consesuence of this fact. Mainlye,
o can Pass 1oor mare Parameters to anather RUN module using the
"multi-lipe CHAIN', without usine any intermediary riles, nor
COMMON subruutlne. Far example, to Pass N, A%, and B$ to FRED. RUN :
MAF1 uMDs,ﬂ,nu
MAEL LES . .,IHR(ln) ' LINE FEED
MAP1 HHFANE*EP' > S, 20
FARAMETERS HN) + ", 4+ Q4% + ", " + B

SIMOB=TDEEO:TIMELFRGLL, 410 4 LF$ + "SUN FRED" + LFS + PARAMETERSS
JHAIN CTmMb
Then, in SREDLRUN. 1ncluade at the besinmins f t Brogram @

INFUIT 2, AE.5%
The TIME c:mmand (ar an. other harmless command) 15 neczssars*t :1F "FRED"
15 the first eart of the CHAIN. then somehow the =arametzsrs don t aet
Passed ar. If echoine of commands 1s desired, add  “:T"+LF$ to the
command string.
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AMOS Notes (4.2/4.2.5/4.3) 12/15/79

BITMAP -—— size operand must be exact

For a device with a maximum capacity of B blocks, the BITMAP contains
B b1§§+ngg ?6;6 words. The BITMAP for this device 1in the INI file must be

where (W-1) < B/16 <= W. If W is not exactly what it should be (even
1f it is larger than necessary !), then the BITMAF for this device will
alwavs be KAPUT (or off—-line) after svssen.

RADSO --— order of characters different from ASCII order

The order of RADSO codes is different from the ASCII order, thus :

RADSO order & <{blank> <letters> <«$> L.2> <numbersy

ASCII order ! <blank> <$> L. <npumbers’> <{letters>
Thus, when DIRSER is used to sort AMOS directories, the result is not the
gaTe as when SORT or BASORT 1s used to seort an ascii data file containing
file names.

SET --- "SET PRIV"

Trv it. Tvepe "SET PRIV" at monitor level. It is not implemented vet,
but the messase "Current Privelege word is 177777" will be treped, hintins
at future (or Past) intentions. Note mis-spellins of "privilese"

4.2 Documentation ——— a new Plateau of completeness (with minor exceptions)

As of 4.3, all documentation is either in its own bound manual (or un-bound
"manual” as in the Command Reference Sheets), or is in the update pPacket.
the sinale excerption 1s the ISAM Svstem User”s Guide, which 1s included
with each new svstem, but is the onlvy document not sold serparatelv.

As of 4.3, the Svstem Command Reference Sheets now include (for the first
time) all programs that can be accessed directly from AMOS monitor level.
Excertions : sheets for SHUZ10 and WNGZ10 are missins.

3TART.CMD —-—— careful !

oTART LMD is somethinsg like a SYSTEM.INI file. If it contains this @

<! (with a return/line feed at the end)
then !ﬁaszns inta that account will cause the user”s Job to set causht
in a loorP aof same kind, requiring a re-boot. Since no one can LOG 1nto
this pPn_and edit the START.CMD, it is necessarw to LOG 1,2 and RENAME
the START.CMD file from there. Even worse, what 1f 1,2 also contains
such a file ? Answer : LOG into another disk“s 1,2, UOr use DSKDDT.

SLEEP —--- beware of larse arauments

If, for anv reason, vou wish to SLEEP a Job for lonser than 12 minutes,
then _heed the Followinﬁ. Thz)Cummand "SLEEP «nZ" does exactly this i

T=(LO#n redufed (=

IF Q00 763) THEN sleep for T clack ticks

IF 22768 5553%) THEN sleep forever X
Assemble : rceive_that this resulres the least amount of code.
I haven ase T=I2763 ....

10
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AMOS Notes (4.2/4.2.5/4.3) 12715779

Spooler ——— beware mixinsg AMOS versions

Due to the vast chanses made 1in the svstem sponler 1in versions 4,0.2 to
4.3, effectinsg all & prosrams invelved with the sPoaline operation, it is
freauentl v not Possible to mix AMOS releases with these Prosrams, without
losing the spocler. If vou suffer from this problem, the usual svmprtom

15 that the spPaoler comes uP 1n an EW state after svssen (as 1t shaould),
but the FRINT requests are eirther lost, or wailt forever to be printed.

If cour spocler doesn’t work, and vouy have followed throush Alpha Micro’s
sPocler trouble-shootins Procedure, then check the hash codes on all of the
& programs below to make sure the, all belons ta the same AMOS release.

Prosram "4,0" (4,0,2) 4,1 4,2 4,2
PRINT.FRD  014-144-7324-035 122-212-1460-074 0Z5-500-260-1464
LPTINI.PRGO (didnt e1st) S4L-117-726=377 242-656-534-021 2S57-45 4—534—021
LFTZFL.PRGO 74%-715-4324~177 £L4L4~117-0232-470 S13-407-373-742 same
SPOOL.SBR 474-071-514=-153 742-273-546=271 264-=-200-254-232 same
SYSTEM.MOIN  (size 13234) (s1ze 1332%) (size 134%4) (size 132520)
FPRINT.ZER ACCOUINTING 1.0 (AMOS 3,0.0 to 4.0,2) & 7727=277=229-277
ACCOUINTING 1.1 (AMOS 4.0.2 to 4.2) i 1SS-760-564-361
ACCOUNTING 1.1.1 (AMDS 4.2 ta 4.3) : same

ISAM ——— some s1ze nates

from detailed ISAM descrieptions until thev
s/improvements., So, what I sa, here mav be
o chanse ' The below 1s true for 4.2 ISAM.

Alrha Micro 1s shving Awaw
*inish the an—gcinz change
useful, but it 3 subuect t
t
’.

First, 1n the data file 1tself (.IDA), the s1ze allocations are Just Tike
ans other tvepical random fi1le, thus @
E. tes 1n data recard = BIDR = [entered bv user to ISMBLD]
Blocting factor = BF = INT( S12/RILDR )
Recards 1n data file = RIDF = [e¢ntered by user to ISMBLD]
lacks 1n data file = BIDF = INT ( RIDF/BF + .999% )
Second, 1n the inde< file (,IDX), the si1zes are incompletelw documented.
However, a little detective work (and a knowledse of number theorwv) gives 3
B.tes 1n kev BIk = [entered by user to IZMBLDI]
Evern kevsize = EK = BIk if BRIK 1s even
= BIK+1 if BIK 158 wodd
Bvtes 1n 1ndew entrv = BIIE = Ek + 4
Entries 1n 1nde- block = EIIB = [entered by user to ISMEBLD]
Bites 1n 1ndew black = BIIB = BIIE # EIIB + 2
Index buffer spPace = IRZ = BIIE # 4 .
Rzquired index blocks = RIB = INT( RIDF/EIIB + ,999% )
E'tra 1index< blocks A = EIE = [entered by wuser to ISMBLD]
Inde blocks 1n 1ndex file = IBIIF = ( RIB + EIB ) ma~ S
Brtes 1nm 1nder file = BIIF = 72 _+ IBIIF # ERIIE
AMIIS blacks 1n index fi1ie = _ABIIF = INT( BIIF/S12 + 2999 )
Note @ IBS 1s mentioned 1n the ISAM Srestem User s Guide. It 15 the amount
of core that anm ISAM user must allow for 1m memory, 1n additien to ISAM and
all «f his own Prozram moduies,
Note ¢ IRIIF has a lower Yimit of S, even if the user needs less than that.
ZOPY —--— now corizs anvthing escept BADOBLEL,ZYS[1,2]
wells  aure not zueeased to COPY DADBLYLEIYSL1,21 from one Fhaenil . disk
“aoanath tang sz%ar, ——= z2ee <he Pheenl - Jocumentaticn). And there
wvas & bit of thawsnt sepent on how to best suward asainst this.
ClZSRCRY ~<= thiz was fnown ta be 3 no-no from the start
(20 CORY === thiz was sussested, with a _warning ta save BADBLr.SYS[1.2]
(%) CPY410.CMD (3. ) —-—— this LGADed BALDBLE..SYZ, did whole—-diswa COPY,
then SAVEd BAUBLk.oYc. Unfortunatel v, this meant that an_inter—
rupted backup produced a ok-looking disks with the wrans BADBLE.SY:.
(4) COPY (4,2 ——= flnallv- COPY was chansed so *hat 1t refused to
copy PADBLR.ZYSL1.23.
However . there YA djwars exi1sted a more svstem—inderPendent wavr @
‘=Y CRTA1O DSkis
LOFY a1 LI=0SkOt [I/NODELETE
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AMOS  Notes (4.2/4.2.5/4.3) 12/15/7%

Phoenis Drives ——— many nesative comments

The Phoeni: Drive offers about 2 times the staragse of the COC Hawk, for

atout 1.5 times the pPrice. That 1s tamPting, =ven 1f .oy reall. anlvr
needed a Hawb to begin with., The actual quality of the Fhoeni » however,
15 nothine Ti1ke the Hawk. Some of this 1s actually acknowledsed fraom the

start bv Alrha Micro and the manufacturer (1.e., se¢e the manuwals, and the
sussested arperatine 1nstructions), some of these prablems are the usual
software "infancy" Problems (1.e.-. the buss will he fi1.ed), and some are
hints that are Just found out fraom exPerience.

I thimk 1t 1s impartant for both customers and dealers to be aware of all
the relative shortcomings of the Phoeniw (as comparced to 2 Hawl ), so that
a well-i1nformed decision can be made between the Purchase of the two.
"Yes, mv budaet/users/climate/needs are such that [ will zet better use
from a Phoenix tharm a Hawk", or "na, one or more of the limitations/rists
of usine the Phoenikx 1s not tolerable 1n mv more-rugged circumstances'.

Maral ¢ The Phoenix has more storage per dollar,. the Hawk has more data
praotection per daollar —-—— thev are opoth worth the price.

It would be good if a list of these limitations were accumulated b AMUS,
and printed/reprinted in one newsietter. For now, let me relate what I
have read/heard/seen. First, I suote directlry from AMDEAL (Sep 197%, 1

PHIENIX TIPS : The Fhoenix Srstem arrarent]l ¢ has several "suirbks" that
ake 1t different from a Hawbk. The foallowing lists those.

m

(1) Must be maintained i1in a cool 70 ta 72 desrees.

(2) Do mot "SET DESKFERR" because this destravs records with the Fhaoenis.

(3) Make sure vou have a 2rounded Z-wire rxrcult ar a sinsle breaker.

(4) ce sure ghat the circult 15 more tham a 20 amp circult (1t should be

ampPs

(S) The Phoeni~ 1s a true 19.5" rack mount version even thuuah rumor savs
1t 15 net., It doess however, take a much Jlanser rack (20").

(&) The Fhoenix must be maintained in a much cléaner enviranment than the

Hawk reauires.
(7) It has been recommended that the Phoeniw blower never be turned off,
(3) The Phoenix will write while the head 15 retracting 1n an emerzencr
retract condition. This will completelr wire out the entire disk on
power failure.

Zecand, read the letter from Pavne, Jackson % Associates 1n the AMUS
newsletter of Aus 197%. These are the "infancvy" prablems that onlys
Alpha Micra, dealers, % service derartments should have to so throush
(rat end users). Mast all of their problems were software problems,
ard mast of these have already been corrected, or 1mProved updn.

(1) bad SMOLCD.PRS (solved now

(2) bad KILL.FRG (solved ——— see elsewhere 1n this letter)

(2) backup rishs (same salved ——— see 4.3 COFRY)

(4) 1.7-hour ma-<imum backur times (no immediate solution ™)

(S) time desradation with -2 users (1mproved 1n 4.3 monitar 7

from our (at present) short erpPerience with Fhoeni- Drivses, Tet

5= on the following.,

) It 15 verv easy to 1ncorrectly load the cartridese d1s5k 1nto the
Phoeni~ in such a wav that the disk will read/writz fine, antil
vouy 20 to remove 1ts; 1t 15 stuck 1n the drive and (as trar as we

know) can onl s be removed by taking arart the drive (b13 nasslz).
When 1oadine the cartridse, a ridse on the top af the rarvridee
1s supPPased to s3lide 1ntos a Palr af aroaves on the letn b ri3nt
s1de of the drive; 1f the dist 18 1mserted about 1/4" lawer )
that the ri1dge 15 actually belaw the graavz, not 1ns1dz), +*he-
the cartridoe will be Tacked 1n.

(23 On the 3nl, Phozni.r “hat [ have uscj 3o Far . the 4 epalt 3 nad oA
total of I had blacks (O+1+Z2+0+0+0), aor C.00000% % bad 3 ooz,

Mot a4 very D15 sampPie, Dut ...
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4.2 BUGS FROM Jack Hobbs (condensed) 12715779

VIJE --—- serious busgs
(a) Use control—-C inside a rerplace command. Crashes user’s Job.

(b) Enter 9lobal<cr><cr> or elobal<anvthingllcr><cr>., CLCrashes user s .ob.

(z) Tvee "R<lcrl" and then trv to pPrematurely exit bv treping <escr<escl.
This can cause "RESERVED OP TRAFP @ FF03, RITMAF KAPUT" and crash.

VUE --- minor buss

(3) VUE “throws awav’_all characters inserted into the buffer between
the (.VUE filnam<crZ} and the moment 1t pPrints "leading FILMNAM.EXT".
Isn't there some wav that vwe could transfer any waitins characters
from thg germxnal buffer into its own buffer Jjust bhefore switching to
1mage mode:

(b) Lona lines scramble vue. Try to VUUE a 250 char line.

(c) Search- 1f it can’t find the first strine, 1t weoen’t find anv

shorter strings untl] ‘reset” by hittins escare twice, LY, etc. Anv
form of error | “what?” or string not in fi1le”) should clear this
command line. Command-line should accept blanks as lesal «characters
fnr search % replace.

(d) Search & Global: can“t replace “<tabli<space>’ with - <{tab>

(e) In entry mode, fold=true, characters having ascii values above
actal 172 are not handled prurerlvwy.

(f) POP doesn’t pPor back to the same locatien if anvy precedings tesxt
was modified.

(g) VUE deletes manw special characters (such as MAP1 BACKSPACE,S,S,"
") which mav have been inserted 1into the tewt using EDRIT, =atc.

(h) Rerlace:

(1) Replacine characters which are off the screen” can get
vue unslued.

(Z) Escaprpe nat recogsnized
(2) C (center, wait for Y,M.G&) doesn’'t work risht
(4) when Rerplacins are 7 with "were ~ (R are <crliwere <crl)
the terminatine spaces 1n the tarsets mess uPp the cursor
pasitionine after one or more N commands.
(1) Vi works funny when erasing words terminated with a tab.
(1) When used with smart’ terminals near end of file
s

line will copv the last Tine of the file below the astera
tunnT.

a Te
. P

'llft-

2 de t
ks Laak
by Yank & Ueevandb s

(1) (VUE filmam  crl JescoIdlorlFl:cr’) and_the new file 1s
NOT the same as the arisipal— 1%t nas 3ained I bretes!!

v2Y Seems Tike WVUE should incorFrorate a more elegant
auT—of-memar,  warning' Yank should ziwans leave at least Ik
useable memorss unless speciticall, defeatsd by some switch,

[ requiTes menu. sue on 2ach device in s stem
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4.3 BUW33S FROM  Jdack Hobbs (condensed) 12/715/79

BASIZ === FIX(n) for —1-n<0 g9aes havwire
Tr PRINT FIX(-0,%). Crash.

BASIC --— easv DATE access
To set Y.-M,D from DATE the easy wavy - M=BYTE(34) : D=BYTE(Z7) : Y=RYTE(:

SRCCOM ——-— crashes comparing short files

Put the single line "TESTIcrl" 1nta two different files, and do a SRICOM
between them. Crash.

MAP -—— ga1ves misleading "free memory" messasze

When MAF 13 not already prelOADed, and 1t 1s called up, 1t lists as "FREE
MEMORY" onlw that amount of memary la+t after 1t 15 temporaril. loaded.
The actual FREE MEMORY 1s the siven amount + the SIZE of MAP.FRO .

MACRD ———= lacks for SYS.MAL 1n wrong places farst

The marnual (DWM-00100-42 5,1,1) states that MACRD searches faor

+irst 1n the user s FFPN, then 1n dsh0:i[7.731. Evidentl, 1t 1s

first 1 7,71 1nstead.

FORCE --- saometimes too forceful, sometimes not rorceful encush

(a) FORCE apparently does not work properly with Prosrams using 1mage mode
i/0. Can this be chansed ™
(b) idsers should be able to abort FORCEs via contral-C. Not pPassible now.

TXTFMT ——-— INDEX entrv berore rPage 1

INDEX 3ets scofy 1f an /INDEX or /IUBRINDEX command is encountered betrore

3 sFRAGE, while 1nternal pPase number 15 still Zerao.
SIZE ~--= 11im
If a f1le 13 r . s 1=SS2% botes), SIIE will epart
the IIZE reducad 1 H sa. why ot jse the 1nrnrmat1wn in_ The
dir2ctary to compute this SICE esuichkl, . :irsteas of reading all the blochs
ats the Jist T

Moumitor tus ——— FILZER

LGIR ALL:CI returns ta AMDIT 17 /when 1t Finds AM'O: maounted buf nat read,
Che flaees in drive 003 1t doesn tocnect AMAl. STAT will stall “<hz ot
ir 3z~ a r I 1T vaoun turs the dr:»e i, ¢ dois
~i~Le : ) 4 S

T2ad 5

o
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4,3 BUGE FROM Jdack Heobbs (zondensed) 1271579
{12) Zponler —--— beware wildcards
FPRINT «<wildcard™ can wuse up all the TQUELE blacks ard crash the seponlar.
(13 ff by 1 word
ates a memory Partition 1 ward smaller than 1t 1s suppased ta.
TACQO—-AYFE (1n SYSTEM. INI)
{af*ter re-toot)
"ZTAROOQ-QATFTY,
4.3 SIGGESTIONS  FROM  Jack Hobbs 12715779
(1) SPpacler ——— have 3 suick k111 Zommand tae clear all eendins print raeagests.
() COUMPIL -=-- allow an ortional s.mbo! table, to find 1ncorrect definitians
(Z) ZET === set "page size" o crt (default 24), set crt tab si1ze (default )
(4) S0RT —-—- allow arother diskx te be used as the waort area
(£) Feentrancy —-—= for as littie ertra zffort as 1t uzually takes to make .
an, Program reentrant, why nact strive to make all the Programs reentrant ™
(&) Radi. standard —-—-— standardize the radi: (usgalivcv Z or 100 ysed 1n the
ducumentation. It 18 ¥reayentl, not apPParent whether base S or basze 10 1s
- ‘i -

being used. Assume a taval

sgt-ar-conte vt reader,
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Memo tol
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Subsects
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O:HURTZ.TXTL100, 2] Printed on
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Thaose 1nterested.

Tom Hartt

Cameuter Innovation Techrnolasw, Inc.

23089 Leonora Drive

Woodland Hills, Ca. 21347
213-334-7577

Qur HURTS file

THIS FILE IS A RECORD OF ALL THINGS THAT HURT.

We started 1t 1n Mav, 1?27%. In our cPiniaon the A
+

comPuter

Fha Microsvstems

ana software is the best available (at e Price) tar our

arplication, which is 3 turnkew svstem usins an office timesharins

comfFuter
bear on

. But there are manv many pProtlems. small and lar=e, trnat
the aprlicabilitys utility, and reliability of the averall

svstem for our uUSe. We want to share this infarmation, 1n hopes 1%t
will set the pProblems corrected, and encourase others to share
their "hurts" too.

Saome of
have alr

the problems, #10-120, were noticed on 4.1. “Some oF these
eadv been cured, and some have been understood better.

The rest of the pProblems, #140+, are 1n 4.3, Read and hecsd.

eClo

QOZC

QO30

040

DTG

WHEN T HUNG UF THE FHINE AND REDIALED, I 50T THE "WELIIME.

I TRIED TO SORT A FILE. A SHORT ONE WORKED FINE. ThE LIGNG INE
AFPEARED T 30RT OF BUT THEN WHEN I LOOHED AT IT, THE
FILE WAS EMPTY! 'ttty BOY DID THAT HURT.

——FROBLEM WAS RESCLVED. =C0RT DOES NOT LIFE EMFTY LINEZ IN THE
FILE THAT IT I3 3SCRTING. VUE TENDS TO STICH ZMPTY
LINES AT THE START AND END OF THE FILE, <0 WATCH GUT.

VUE HAD A PROBLEM. I TRIED TO Flinished BUT 1T JUST SAID
WHAT™ ., 1 SPELLED FINIZHED® QUT AND IT TOOk IT.
—-—-PROBLEM WAS REIOILVED. WVUE WANTS TO FINI3H PRINTING THE 3SCREEN
WHERE “F ' IS ENTERED EBEFORE YOU ENTER THE F- . IT GETS
LOST OTHERWISE. CAUTION FOR THE USER. RECQVER BY
HITTING “ESC” TWICE AND WAITING A MOMENT.

I TRIED THE EDRITOR. I CAN GET IT TO HANG UFP THE 3SYSTEM VERY EATILY
I ALZ0 GOT IT TO GIVE ZEVERAL BUST ERRORT. YUCK.

-

I 50T A PERMANENT BUST ERROR WHILE COMPILING A LARGE BASIC FEICRAM.
THE FROBLEM WAZ APFARENTLY 3 ZINCGLE LEFT FAREN IN CCL. 1.
1MGH.

WHEN 1 L2ED A "READ #1" INSTEAD OF AN "INFUT #1" TO READ A
SEOUENTIAL FILE (WITH ONE SHORT RECORD)Y, THIS JOB WENT INTI AN
INDEFINITE LOCP, CONTINUALLY SEADING THE JISHO AND TYFING THE
INFO ON MY 5ILENT 700.  THE INFO WAS TEXT FROM MY BASIC
ICURCE FILEZS, TEXT FROM DTHER FBN S, AND JUNF.  IT WOULIN 7
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0

be)
i~
<

D070

QOO0

Q100

0110

O120

Q120

DSEOIHURTS. TXTL100,21 printed an 12/28/7% Fase 2

AND THEN THE DELUGE CONTINUED. BLEAHH! I HAD TO GET THE COMPUTER
REZET.

MANY TIMES, WHILE OPERATING THROUGH THE DC HAYES MODEM AND THE

SILENT 700, THE TERMINAL WILL GO DEAD. FREQUENTLY IT IS DURING EDRITING,
AND THIS IS PROBABLY BECAUSE A LOT OF TIME 1T SPENT EDITING.

WHEN THIS HAPFENS, THERE IS5 NO RECOURSE BUT TO REZET THE 3SYSTEM,. AND
THAT SHOULD BE A NONO. ACCCORDING TO SYSTAT RUN FROM ANCTHER JGB, THE
PHONE TERMINAL I3 STILL IN TI STATE. UPON DISCONNECT, THE PHONE

STAYS BUSY. THHFPP !

IN BASIC. 10 TOPSIT=10
Z0 MAP1 SIT(TOPZIT),S,40
GETS A MESSAGE THAT THIS I3 AN ILLEGAL SUBSCRIPT
(WHICH IS A CORRECT STATEMENT) AND THEN HANGS THE SYSTEM.
THIS WAS FOUND ON THE DC HAYES AND THE :SILENT 700.

AFTER EDITING, UPON TYPING #E$$, I GOT THE MESZACGE [MEMORY MAF
DESTROYEDI. I WAS DEAD. THE SYSTEM LOCKED UP. #$#x!!

MANY TIMES ONE OF THE SIX TERMINALS WILL GO DORMANT. UFON EXAMINATION
OF SYSTAT FROM ANOTHER TERMINAL, SOMETIMES (NOT ALWAYS) THE SYSTAT
INFORMATION FOR THAT TERMINAL WILL HAVE SOME JUNK IN IT.

AT THIS POGINT, IT SEEMS THERE ARE MANY WAYS TO HANG UP AN INDIVIDUAL
TERMINAL, IN ADDITION TO THE MANY WAYS THERE ARE TO BLOW THE WHOLE
SYSTEM AWAY. IT IS THEREFORE IMPERATIVE THAT THERE BE SOME SORT

OF AUTOMATIC “"RESET AND CLEANSE" COPERATION FOR EACH TERMINAL, LIPON
DETECTION OF SOME ILLEGAL CONTROL INFORMATION QR UPON TIMEQUT

OUE TO INACTIVITY. THIS WILL FREVENT THE ABSOLUTELY UNTHINKAELE
SITUATION THAT WOULD ARISE IF THE CUSTOMER HAD TO SHUT DOWN FOR

A RESET EVERY DAY: NAMELY, THE <SYSTEM WOLLD BE SITTING ON THE
VENDOR S DQORSTEF!

WHEN RUNNING TWO SPOOLERS, WHEN A HANGUP QCCURS ON ONE QF THE
PRINTERS (DUE TO OVERRUN OR WHATEVER), THE COMMAND “.PRINT"
SHOWS BOTH PRINT QUEUES HAVE THE SAME NUMBER OF BLOCKS REMAINING,
EVEN THOUGH BY ADDING UP THE LENGTH OF BLOCKS IN THE GQUEUES IT
I3 OBVICOUS THAT THE NUMBER OF BLOCKS IN THE LONGER QUEUE I3
REFORTED FOR BOTH GQUIEUES. BY THE WAY, THE SYSTEM THEN LOCK:S UP,
AND MUST BE RESET. THEREFORE, COPERATION WITH TWO SPOOLERS I3
NOT POSSIBLE NOW.

FREQUENTLY, THE ".MONTST" COMMAND, ".MONTST SYSTEM.MON,SYSTEM. INI®
FAILS TO COMPLETE. IT MAY STOP AT THE BEGINNING, OR IN THE MIDDLE.
OR JUST BEFORE THE END (IN WHICH CASE THREE TERMINALZ AND TWO
SFOOLERS ARE INITIALIZED QK, BUT THE TERMINAL FOR JOB1 HAS NO
MEMIRY ALLOCATED AND SYSTAT SHOWS IT 2TOFPED IN "MEMORY“).

OF COURZE THIS SMACKS OF HARDWARE FROBLEMZ, IINCE THE COMPUTER
REZET WORKE ABOUT <0% OF THE TIME. BUT NONETHELESS, IT DOES HURT®

UZING VIUIE, I WATS BUSILY 3SEARCHING THROUGH INSTANCES OF THE VARIAEBLE
"Fe", AND CHANGING THEM TO "F1$" BY DDING "RIGHT ARROW,~F.1, “X".
CONCE, AFTER HITTING THE "i", I HIT "RET". WUE DELETED THE NEXT LINE.
I HIT "RET" AGAIN, IT DELETED ANOTHER LINE. I HIT "ESCY"EZC" AND

IT DELETED THE PAGE. I HATED IT, BUT I CGAVE UP AND HIT "', OWWWW!

17



File DEKO:HURT3.TXTL100,2] Printed on 12/28/7° Fage 3

336 336 34 3634 H R The above were on 4.1. They mav be fiied by now... S#FFHHes
P These are 1in 4.2 Py T Y T R R e S T TR 2R
0140 Ilsing Vue to rerlace some thinss, the control-C hanss up the

terminal. E<ampPle: doing a global replace on the line numbers,
try rerlacine all Q0O with O1. After the second replace, type
control-C. PBRans, vou're dead'

0150 It sure is annoving. VYou Just finish a nice session with Vue,
and vou tyPe in a new command. Then vou chanse your mind and
rub aut the command, and then vou tyvpe 1n 3 new command. Well,
curse of curses, the first letter of the rubbed—-out command 1s
st11l there, ruining vaur new command. Ouch’

0160 In BASIC, the record—-number variable for a random file must be
floatins Point. We tried a B,2 variabkle, and only record O would
write., Ouwwww' Either fi1x BASIC or note this 1n the manual.

Q170 In Vue> 1t sure is annovine to lcad uP memory: then start editins
and find that wou set a buss error due to memory overflow. We
asree, Vue warns us we 're nearl full, but that s no consclation
when all the termimals stor. Why not have Vue automaticallry
unvank 20% of the statements if we set over 904 full™ 0Or at
least 1t could stop taking more insertions.,

0130 This 1s a Plea from a svstem develorer who writes larse Programs.

We have wasted an incredible amount of time truimg to work around
the wawvy BASIC gabbles up memorv during compilatian. Why can t the
svwstem help us™

1. COMPIL is suPrpased to compPile pragsrams from the disk, and
it does. But it 1s not a3 disk—-te—-disk cuempilation. It
appears to read a sreat deal of the source file 1nto memory,
and 1t aPPears to keerp a lot of the obsect file, 1Ff not 2l
wf 1ty in memorv. And den’t vou dare have errors' Manv 1s
the time when COMPIL has run out of memorv when there were
a few errars, but compiled ok when the errors were
Palinstakingly corrected.

We even went as far as writins a source file Packine Program
in assemblv lansuage to keepP the compilat:ion within bounds.
It helpPs, by whv should we have to do this?

Zo» how about A compiler that uses whatever memory 18

available (above some minimum, naturall.} and never fails

ty compPrle™
2. A genuine overlay technidue 1s long overdue. We rneed somethins

that zarries data and oPened riles Setween Iverlavs. M
1masine 1f we walt twoe or three rears more, samecne may
erovide 1t. Or pPassibly we 11 9et to buvy a new ProcCIssor
and lots more memory so we can fet EVERYTHING i1n at once—-—
Je wouldn't abuect as lone as we can trade 1n our old snes
at full pPrice. But seriausly, 1f the Wizards of Irvine
can“t fisure aut how to et averlavs implemented,. thes could
at ieast find another wizard whoe can. After ail, the techni-
ayes have been around for 30 vears.

18



File DSKO:HURTS.TXTL100.2] erinted on ;2/28/79 Fase

As an interim measure, can anvane tell us how to get
serparatelv—campiled BASIC run modules to work toasether
in memorvy™

0190 Feer watching this seacz...

19
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1. MACRD ascsembler

1.1, The assembler pPraduces a & error on INTERN and EXTEFRNM
statements with comments.

: The MIKO machine instruction 1s rnot recagnized by the
MACZRO assembler. (Negi1ther 13 MSHOL)

-
t

1.2, The FRTN machine instruction 1s assembled by MACRD as
the RTN instruction.

,‘
B
B

The assemblier manuai states (section 4.1) that °
characters wili oe translated to upPrer case betfo
1n scontaxw checking of each socurce lime.” This d
to be the case with the current versiaon of MACRD

oa5

-
U]

1.5, The assembler manual Joesn 't mate clear the order o
evaluation of énpPressicons {(section 4.2). It states
"Evpressions are evaluated left ta rieht under the
rizrarchy of the ocrerators which are Jysed within tha
@.Pressian.” However, the onlsy hierarchy or pPrecede
the marual mentians i1s that Unar, operators take ]
over bipar, oreratars. FPeérhars 1t should be made
that the binary aperators have the standard precedencs of
most hiah level lansuages {(1e. multiplication and Jivisian
tlave precedence over addition and suctraction), and that
e Pression evaluation i1s not straisht left to risht as in
standard FOP-11 assemblers.

Susaestiant  MACRD definitians current) s store comments

with the definitian, enapilng the comments to be ¢ Panded
with xach reference to the macro. FPernars a method could

be pPravided to have a comment 1 a4 macro definitilon which

18 naot stared and not exPanded with each reference. A double

)
semicalan 753 might ne a fcod wa, ta 1ndicate such a Zomment.

[y
.
o

7 Noo error messase 1

MDY #R
It would be n 1
and similar t
ma. be 9ener
and not area
uniess the 3

ated on the followins instruction:

b
.

ge were generated on this,
trat above 1nmstruction

.pected a literal Parame
Jyser mas wastzr a ot
Erear.,

[T T ]
X

Mot

Aax
a2
s

by
.

Suyssestio
Elock inm
PUrPOSE.

format of the Terminail Definitizn
in a szfFarate file sust for that

P
.
b
.

2., The FILNAM macra nas £
QEFINE FILMAM nNaM, DFLT=ICA
r

Thisg ‘J‘.f’ rutum mas

nz definition:
MAM, (R0 + RADSO S DFLT
3 depPending on The

“hins wart =
nerated, anad -
INStructian 1
Gy FTESUITIOND 10

"Wt
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Ly

2.4,

Ze e

a skiprped 1nstruction ar ewecution contipuins
1in the middle of an i1nstruction
-=4 or more letters--more tham 1 word of RADSO 1s
generated, with words following the first wora
bei1ns evecuted as 1f thew were 1nstructions.
In none of the abave cases 1s an e€rror message xenerated.

Suggestion? replace the current definition with the followins:
DEFINE FILNAM NAM, ﬁFLT—SCALL 10,0, NAM, #LDFLT] X

This definition will not Sive any error messase on LFLT te1ns
zera lernath or longer than 2 letters, but 1t will always sensrate
Gne word of RADSO (thoush 1t ma, have a value of zeral.
Sugaestion: replace the FIPEC macro definition with the followins:
DEFINE FSFEC DOE, DFLT=3CALL 011,0,D0R, #{DFLT]

This change requires the FSPEC monltoer call rautine to recosnize
a default file e.tension of O as equivalent to the -1 extension
used under the o1d method.

The documention in the “AMOS MONITOR CALLS MANLUAL'" Joues not

state how the LOOKUP macra tells the user whether the file
e~1sts, Usipe ODT on the bimaries of various s.stem utiiilties
shows that the Z bit 1s clear/set 1f it e1sts/doesn t & 1st.

VILIE

VUE searches for INILVUE 1nm MEM:, [F,PN], [F,01, andg
O3k0:L7,0]., However, the help f1le MENU.VLUE 15 searched
far on yvour current disk (7,03, not DSEOIL7,017.

The IMNSERT LINE ( 'B) aperation uses the 1nsert Tine functian
af a SMART term1na1 anly 1f the B 1s beins dane from the
start af a line. I+ donz 1n the middle of a tinme the 2ntTire
rest of the screen 15 rewritten b VLUE,

The CONCATENATE (') opPeratioen does not use the dJelete Tine
function of a smart term:inal. The rest of the szreen 18
rewritten by VLE.

The Clear-tu-End—-of—Screen function 1n VUE appears tao anl.,
be used on leavins the program and returning to caommand made.
If a full screen erase and the messase

"Now writins fi1le XXX,YYY...."
were dsed 1nstead then VUIE would be 1mmediatel r usable on
more terminals, and writing device drivers for those terminals
which do nmot have Clear—to-EOL/EQS woula be easier.

Many _terminals use escapPe seSuences such as ESC-A, ESV—E‘
ESC-C and ESC-D for the arrow he.s which Pasition the cursar.
If VUE were madified so that a double ESLAFE sesuencs *r

ane to command made, thenm VUE would be able to reccsnize
these cursor functiens as equivalent to CTRL-H/Jsk, L. This
would allow YUE to worbk better with e 1sting _terminals udsed
b some customers, such as the INFOTON, the Beehive 100, and
the DEC VT-SZ2.

(up: EZI-A down: ESC-B right: EZC-i S lefns

FILCOM
The FILCOM error messase "ABC.FRGNOT FOUND" nesds another sPace.



LISTING OF SOFTWARE FROM 1979

ACCOUNTING

Henry Arjad, Orange County Computer Center, Costa Mesa, CA 714-646-0221
Richard Brock, RB Graphic Supply Co., Garden Grove, CA 714-897-0341
Scott Brim, Computer Systems for Business, Las Vegas, NV 702-873-7400
Jorge Coto, Budget Computer Systems, Miami, FL 305-446-9624

irv Eichenbaum; Huntingdon Valley, PN 215-464-1056

Michael Gavrity; Budd, Klein § Gavrity, Albany, NY ©518-869-3146

John Hardwick, Software Development, Los Altos, CA 415-948-0128

Terry Jackson, Payne, Jackson § Assoc., Anchorage, AK 907-272-7261
Robert Leis, BLM Systems, San Francisco, CA 415-546-1797

Richard McClendon, RMC Computer Ser., Housteon, TX 713-666-2104

Elmer Mitchell, Business Computing Ser., Huntsville, TX 713-291-3997
Steve Pugliese, The Systems House, Hollywood, CA 213-464-0640

Don Robertson, Robertson Accounting, Fullerton, CA 714-738-6434
Scutheast Micro Data, Orlando, FL 305-851-0913

Terry Woodward, Computer Center, Birmingham, AL 205-942-8567

ANTMAL

Don Jarvis, Electronics Speciality, Houston, TX 713-665-0477 (Pest
Control)

ARCHITECTURE
Jens Pohl, Educol, San Luis Obispo, CA 805-546-2841
John Schaller, Innovative Computing, Kirkland, WA 206-827-0731

James Barretta, Boca Raton, FL 368-2220

AUTO

F. Howard Hitchins, Champaign Computer Center, Mahomet, IL 217-586-4131
Southeast Micro Data, SEE ACCOUNTING

Terry Woodward, SEE ACCOUNTING
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BUSINESS

Henry Arjad, SEE ACCOUNTING

Richard Brock, SEE ACCOUNTING

Jorge Coto, SEE ACCOUNTING

Scott Brim, SEE ACCOUNTING

Don Jarvis, SEE ANIMAL

William Miller, Sunny Computer Stores, Coral Gables, FL 305-661-6042
Don Robertson, SEE ACCOUNTING

CHILD CARE
Southeast Micro Data, SEE ACCOUNTING

CONSTRUCTION

John Hardwick, SEE ACCOUNTING

Jens Pohl, SEE ARCHITECTURE

Terrence Smith, Computer Workshop of Kansas City, MO 816-452-3690
Jim Wawrzyniak, Custom Computer Systems, Cleveland, OH 216-951-2112
Terry Woodward, SEE ACCOUNTING

CONVENTIONS
William Oliver, Letts Business Systems, Oakland, CA 415-653-1909

CUSTOM PROGRAMMING

William Oliver, SEE CONVFNTIONS

DATA BASE MANAGEMENT

Khalsa Computer Systems, Pasadena, CA 213-684-3311
Michael Lewis, Dravac Ltd., New York, NY 212-989-2100

Richard Moule, Byte Shop of Lawndale, Lawndale, CA 213-371-2421
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DENTAL
Daryll Shatz, DeMarco Shatz Corp., Torrance, CA 213-533-5080

Joseph Poras, Marlboro, MA 617-481-5010

EDUCATION (SEE ALSO SCHOOLS)

Steve Stoner, Synsys Inc. Des Moines, IA 515-279-8861

FARMING

Tony DiNicola, Delta Micro Computer, Alexandria, LA 318-442-0217

GRAPHIG
Mark Antin, M. Kerber Inc. New York, NY 212-226-4222

Peter Jacobson, Absolute Sound, Birmingham, MI 313-6542-4707

HOSPITAL
Lee Stone, Comptr C, Topeka, XS 913-233-4433
Terry Woodward, SEE ACCOUNTING

HEALTH
Robert Bruce, Management Data Services, Baltimore, MD 301-837-2230

Jim Taylor, Data Processing Consultants, Boulder, CC 303-449-8847

INSURANCE

K-D Enterprise, Sun Valley, CA 213-767-7505

Trey Shannon, Shannon Life, Fort Worth, TX 817-624-2191
Jim Taylor, SEE HEALTH
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ENVENTORY

Scott Brim, SEE ACCOUNTING

Richard Brock, SEE ACCOUNTING

Jorge Coto, SEE ACCOUNTING

F. Howard Hitchins, SEE AUTO

Khalsa Computer, SEE DATA BASE MANAGEMENT
William Miller, SEE BUSINESS

Don Schaffer, Celestial Seasonings, Boulder, CO 303-449-3779

LABORATORY
Ron Brown, Lambda B systems Inc. Miles City, MT 406-232-4572
Terry Woodward, SEE ACCOUNTING

LAW
Terrance Smith, SEE CONSTRUCTION

LIBRARY

Terry Woodward, SEE ACCOUNTING

LOGGING

Rod Brewer, Pine Top Logging, Whiteriver, AZ 602-338-4353

MAILING

Richard Brock, SEE ACCOUNTING

Peter Burke, Basic Business Software, Salt Lake, UT 801-363-1199
sJay Hill, Electric Brain, somewhere in Calif., 209-227-8479

Phil Theis, Alpha Computer Center, Lancaster, PA ~17-229-0567
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MEDICAL

Scott Brim, SEE ACCOUNTING

David Garver, American Medical Software, Champaign, IL 217-351-5415
Dale Horn, STAT Systems, Seattle, WA 206-632-5080

Peter Jax, Automated Professional Sys., Garden Grove, CA 714-891-3516
Robert Leis, BLM Systems, San Francisco, CA 415-546-1797
MUSEUMS

Patrick LaFollette, L.A. Museum of Natural History, L.A., CA 213-744-3377

PHARMACY
Terry Woodward, SEE ACCOUNTING

Anne Turner, Computer Associates, Huntsville, AL 205-533-5130

PRINT SHOPS
Richard Brock, SEE ACCOUNTING

PRCDUCTION
Don Schaffer, SEE INVENTORY

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

Robert Leis, SEE MEDICAL
Bill Todd, Data Works, Santa Ana, CA 714-547-5094

RADIO

Southeast Micro Data, SEE ACCOUNTING

RETAIL OPERATIONS

Jorge Coto, SEE ACCOUNTING
Peter Jacobson, SEE GRAPHICS
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RESTURANTS
Bob Bruce, SEE HEALTH

Business Information Systems, Omaha, NE 402-339-8786

SCHOOLS (SEE ALSO EDUCATION)

Phil Theis, SEE MAILING

Henry Trist, K-D Enterprises, SEE INSURANCE
Terry Woodward, SEE ACCOUNTING

TAXES
Irving Eichenbaum, SEE ACCOUNTING
Ira Hanson, Mammoth Lakes, CA 714-934-2937

TELEVISION
Southeast Micro Data, SEE ACCOUNTING

TYPESETTING
Lee Stone, SEE HOSPITAL

TELECOMMUNICATIONS

Khalsa, SEE DATA BASE MANAGEMENT

UTILITIES
Peter Jacobson, SEE GRAPHICS

WORD PROCESSING

Khalsa Comp. , SEE DATA BASE MANAGEMENT

Matrix Associates, Santa Rosa, CA 707-545-5834

Chris Midgley, datalab inc., Ann Arbor, MI 313-995-0663
Michael Lewis, SEE DATA BASE MANAGEMENT

Jim Taylor, SEE HEALTH

Bob Toxen, Santa Clara, CA 408-496-0855

Jeff Oberholtzer, Computer Engineering, Redondo 3each, CA 375-1446
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LATE ADDITIONS

LAW

Robert Donahue, Donahue Software, Eugene, OR 503-485-5631

INSURANCE

Solihin Millin, Contron Computer Consultants, 12 Toorak Drive,
Dingley, VIC Australia 3172

IF YOU HAVE ANY CHANGES OR ADDITIONS TO THIS LIST, PLEASE CONTACT
SHARON AT P.0O. BOX 1723, BOULDER, COLORADO 80306 (303) 449-6917.
PLEASE UNDERSTAND THAT ALL CF THIS INFORMATION IS OBTAINED THROUGH
CONTACT WITH MEMBERS SO BE SURE TO LET US KNOW ABOUT ANY UPDATES.

) 4
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_Ei CONVERT'STD' PARA INTO DOCINSENT
;" Pr- CONVERF. GOCUMENT WTD-STB. PARA
s . Twe ]

RTUST T PAEPARATIONS
- DOCUMENT." PREPARATION: %G

§numin PARAGRAPH #uucw

: : i 8 mmunn sT8 Isnlv
NEW-STD PARA -uuep ; . : ? veie T - PARMATIED W8 JNSERTS.:
. UnegRMALTED,

STD. PAll RUE> 0

BACKUP AND UTILIFY 1UNCRIONDS

ALPHA WORD i1s a compiete menu driven word processing system for the Aipha Micro AM-100 computer

The Document and Standard Paragraph processors have the man features of Alpha Micro s VUE text processor ncluding ne insert and ceweie word
insert and delete, page skipping, giobal search and replace, automatic linefead at the end of the hne. and biocx move. copy and aewte Your text S
nteractively stored on disk to ensure system rehiability

The List :rggsor design 1s a general linked irst with user defined data items and data rtem keys List items may be merged with document or standard
paragrap

Pnnting functions include nght justificabon with proportional spacing, bold face typing, underhming super/sub scripting, g, hie merging with bot
standard paragraph and list files Pnnters fully supported inciuge the Qume. NEC Spinwrrter, Diablo. ang T1-810

The users manual for ALPHA WORD s written in such a manner that your secretary can easiy fearn the system in a few nours. This s possible tnrough
the use of extensive examples and an easy to read style.

ALPHA WORD may be used on any hard or floppy disk system. ALPHA WORD software i1s smpped on an 8 incn floopy disk in standarg or AMS ‘ormat
Oemonstration disks. including users manual are available for $35 or users manuai separately for $15 eacn

Basic callable assembly language routines included with each ALPHA WORD order (demo or full system) incluge routines to perform the following fuac-
tions* 1) Date Routines. 2) Sleep terminal. 3) Free disk blccks, 4) Current unit numper. 5) Generalzed line input routine 6) Basic file renumbenng n-

cludes GO TO # IF/THEN # and GOSUB # renumbenng), 7) Terminal driver for Soroc 1Q 140 translating user cefine keys to ALPHA WCRD or VUE
control coges, and 8) Games

ALPHA WORD soft has been by popular o to $6 00 with quantity discounts to deawers

OBERHOLTZER COMPUTER ENGINEERING o 1217 Yner Avenue Redonao Beach. Cauforma 90277 - Pnone 212, 37B-4096




Cemputer Pregramming Unlimited

COMPUTER CONSULTANTS
Post Office Box 492
Costa Mesa. CA 92627
(714) 646-9153

Mr. Jim Taylor

AMUS

C/0 Community Free School
Post Office Box 1724
Boulder, Colorado 80306

November 21, 1979
Dear Mr. Taylor,

In your AMUS letter dated May, 1979, Dr. Chatard Jr.,
requested information regarding a NEC driver, I am
pleased to announce that we carry a product which is
“tried and true" and fulfills this need.

The most current version is the NEC 2.0 driver., It

will drive the NEC Spinwriter at its maximum speed

(1200 Baud). We have found that 1t will cause

virtually no reduction in the general system performance.

WVhile this driver is uni-directional (bi-directionality
was mentioned in the AMUS letter), it will perform as
well if not better than a bi-directional driver. Our
research indicates that a bi-directional driver will
actually run slower and place a higher drain on the
system than our uni-directional driver.

We can ship the driver on an AMS format floppy for
3100.00, or for $75.00 on a 5MB cartridge (5440-12).
If you desire the driver on the cartridge,. you may
either send a cartridge, or purchase one from us for
$96.00, We will add shipping charges and applicable
sales tax to all sales.

We also market a programmimg aid called MERGE. It
allows the use of common copy libraries and the printing
of listings with page numbers and titles.

If anyone requires additional information, they
should feel free to contact me at the above address
oSr phone number.

Sincerely,
v'll, - * i
R S e
Tlia T A &
Shawn Davidson
Vice President, Development
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BUSINESS COMPUTING SERVICE
1520 18th St.
Huntsville, TX 77390
1-713-291-3997

Novermber 21, 1979

Mr. Jim Taylor, President
Alpha Micro Users Society
P.0. Box 1723

Boulder, Co. 80306

Dear Mr. Taylor:

I am in receipt of my first AMUS Newsletter and I have a
contribution to make as well as an advertisement to place in the
next issue.

The contribution is in regard to Alpha Accounting Payroll
and Order Entry/Inventory Control. I have modified the payroll
package to work for any type of employee (salaried or hourly;
weekly, semimonthly or monthly) as well as added the capability
of handling loans made to employees against future wages. I have
modified the order entry package to correct the price selection
bug as well as added a routine that checks the AROPEN file
balance against the credit limit in the Customer Master file
during order entry and warns the operator if the total amount of
the order being entered plus the balance in the AROPEN £file
exceeds the customer's credit limit. There are many other bugs
in Order Entry which I've fixed but that would be known only to
someone actually using the package. These fixes and enhancements
are available free to any user who cares to call me. Alpha Micro
dealers will be assessed a one time charge of $100.00 for the
enhancements but fixes are free to all comers.

Kee94up they good work,

Zlmer G. (Mitch) Mitchell
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CONTRON COMFUTER CONSULTANTS - Scientific & Commercial
12 Toorak Drivey [inglewy VIC AUSTRALIA 3172
Fhone! Australis (03) 551 4239

The Newslettier Editor

Alrh3a Micro Users Society

F 0O Faox 1723

Bouldery Colorasdo 80306 USA

18th [lecembers 1979,

Dlear Sir/Madams

We wousld like to present the following data for wour
tnformationy sivd rublicationy 1f wou so wish., We have sent a3
cory  to  the Insurance Institute for Researcn as mentioned in
AMUS newsletter Vol 2 No 8 Oct 1979.

David Jewell: & well-known Melbourne Insurance Rrokers
todether with Contron Computer Consultants have develored what
we telieve 1 the most z2dvanced Insurance Broking Comruter
Sgetem 1 Australie todsy.

We sre claiminse ¢ rossible WORLD FIRST 1 that we have
intimastely limked & rowerful word processing system directly
1nto Lhe Insursnce Broking asrrlication.

What Lthis means 1s thsl the brokery while entering and
amencing roliciesy can enter virtuslly anyg smount of texi
associsted with each rolics (scheduless endorsementsy seecial
clauses) by weans of a3 rowerful word erocessor. This word
rrocessing  texi 18 linmked directly ainto  the gccounting
functions of the sgstiems zid aerears on documents such 3s the
Debit/Credit Note (imvoice) sent to the clienty and on  the
Ineurance Comranwg Order (sent to the Insurance Comeanyg).

The are menyg other advantades of the systemy 1ncluding!

b3 Full 1ntedration of accounting functions (lebitorss
Creditorssy Genersl Ledders F2groll),

£ An 1nnovstive Diary system that displays remiruer
information on such Lorics as Outstsnding Cover Notess Claimss
Irnsurance Comrany Orderss Exrired Foliciesy and QGenersl
ArFPoIntmeniLss 2L0.

X A sogwerTul stand-zlone WO d Frocessor for Jermral

Curresrondences Folicy Wordingss 3na varigus otiner  Lent
nandling functions
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CHAFTER 1

INTRODUCTION

i.1 HOW THIS SYSTEM CAN HELF YOU

We would 1like to introduce to gou what we believe 1s Lhe most sdvanced
Insurance Krokers ComPuter system 1n Australis.

As wou are awsre with falling eprewiums and increasing staff overheads.
broking activities now require 3 high degree of efficiency to msintsin
rrofitable tradind,

We believe we can offer wou the solution to this =roblem.

Our suystem 1ntesrates ALL asrects of brokinsgs 3llowing cou more time o
e selling and servicing gour clients’ needs.

The sustem has been designed with the following obuectives!

INTEGRATED EROKERS SYSTEM - to create 3 sysilem that covere

=211 madur
troking sctivities and links the wvarious actlivities togetier 1iv 2
comrlementarys fashionm.
CLIENT SERVICE - to free the broker from rparer-shuffling and slilow <le

proker to fullfill his/her professional broking role more continugoudsles
that 1s+ to market 1nsurance services to the client to fullf:ill <the
client’s needs 1n the best rpossible waw.

QUICK RESFONSE TO CLIENT REQUESTS - to sllow the broker to <gi1ve ouichk
accurate reseonse to client cueries on rolicies: clsimsy endorsemente:
renewalssy cover notess etc.

FREVENT DATA REDUNDENCY - under many msnual csustemsy &3 seecific dsia
item such 3s 2 client’s name and address has to te writtens loucateds =ur
tuyred 3 number of timess thus reducins office efficiency 2nd merales o
creating rotenlizl error. With this COMFUTERISED SYSTEM» 33ie suca as
client name 3nd zddress need onle be entered znce. The ==stem wii:
Frroduce 311 references to client name and adodress (Por examslz)s Trop
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INTRODUCTION Fade 1-2

this sindle entryu.

IMFROVE OFFICE MORALE - because the system does away with reretitive
tasks and boring rearer shufflind, and allows ready access to broking
information at the push of 3 button

IMFROVE FORMS AND REFORTS ~ because 31l forms and rerorts are printed

automatically on a hidh-speed printers thew look more srofessionzl and
imrressive and are very easw to read,

STAFF SAVINGS - the use of this compPuter system should decresse office

overheads and number of clericasl staff reeuired. This is 3 mador sustem
penefit.

ACCOUNTING - the sustem handles 311 zccounting fPunctionss including
debtorss (clients)s creditors (insuvrance companies and sundry
creditors)r detsiled denmeral leddger and financial rerorting» including
balance sheets and erofit and loss statements.

MANAGEMENT INFORMATION - the system rroduces current and historicsl

information on eremiums and commissions earned in client seaquence and
1INSUT3NCEe COMPFaNY Sequence.

INFORMATION FOLLOWUFP - 2 mauor feature of this sustem is AUTOMATIC
followur on cover notesr claimsr insurance orders and sy other
correspondence wou wish to enter. Cover notesr claims and insurance
comPr3ny orders are entered into the followur (DIARY) suystem todether
with the date at which wou wish followur to occur (ACTION DATE). The
suystem will eprompt wou 3t the arrroeriste time to tske arrropriate
action.

WORD FROCESSING - the sustem has 3 rowerful multi-user word-srocessing
system that has been linked into the FOLICY suystem tou 3llow manirulation
of rolicy scheduley endorsement and standard clause information. The
word rrocessor may also be used inderendentlys from the rolicy sustem for
general correspondence and text handling.

GENERAL MULTI-USER CAPARILITY - if reauired wou mas add video terminasls
and additionsl erinters to gour system 3s reauired. A number of users
may simultaneously access information on vour sustem 3s and when tLhey
need it.

FREE FORMAT CLIENT SCHEDULES,» ENDORSEMENTS,» AND STANDARD CLAUSES - the
suystem 3llows wous the usery to decide Just how much or how little
information youy wish to store on the comeputer for each rFolicy
schedule/endorsement. You 3re not limited to 3 earticular number of
words or a earticular format. In these areass the computer acts as 2
normal tyrewriter (with memorw)r and asccerts whatever informstion gou
tyre into it. The information 1s slored in 2n efficient manner.

SFEEDl ANl ACCURACY - tecause the comruter 1s 1n charge of the rrocessindg
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of informationy figures are pProcessed accurately and aquickly and
automatically,

TRUST ACCOUNTING - in the event that vou (or the dovernment)» require
information on the funds wou have 1n trusty, or i1nvesteds the (DIARY)
system keers information on funds vwou have in 1rusts or 1nvestedy
together with details of ‘invested with’sy ‘ownershir’y ‘rate of return’
and ‘interest esrned’.

MULTI-USER FRINTING (SFOOLING) - if the printer is busgs on the system
with someone else’s printindgs and wou wish to rroduce 38 rerourtr Sou mav
send wour rerort to @ Queue on disk. Once wou have dore thisr» sour
terminal becomes free for other work. Your rerort will be printed as
soon a8s the printer becomes available.

FASSWORD FACILITY - ensures data eprivice., The sustem has an excellent
security system. Each prodram in the sustem may be diven a differeni
ra3ssword - no one can access the prodrams or dats on disk without these
rasswords. These rasswords may be chanded eacily whernever the system
user wishes. In order to change rasswords wou need the password to the
~3ssword maintenance prodram!! Fasswords are stoved 1n a8 coded ‘gumble’
and are therefore unintelligible to someone +trsing to ‘crack the
system’ .,

MULTI-COMFANY - the system mayw be set ur for 2 single comrangs or 2
number of companies.

CO-INSURANCE AND EORDEREAU - the svystem handles both these functions.

SYSTEM/USER INTERACTION - the system is an on-line multi-user susiem.
Interaction with the system wuser 1s via a standarg tyrewriter-libe
kevboard and a8 visual disrlayw monitor. Rerorts are eproduced on the
system prinlter (of which there maw be more than one). All dele 1o stored
on high speed access madnetic disk.

SYSTEM EXFANSION - This sustem is 3ble to grow 3s and when wou require
extra power and/or caracity. It can swurrort many video Lerminzls
(concurrent users)s, multirle printersy and larder disk memoriec for wour
data files.
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MAILING LIST
PRODUCT ANNOUNCEMENT

The Community Free School, of Boulder, Colorado is making its
mailing list programs available to AMUS members. We have been
using the ©vprograms for five months now, and are convinced that
this series of programs is suitable for use by non-computer
oriented folks (we use volunteers to enter information wno get 15
minutes of training before we let them loose on the mailing
lists). This software allows for the capture of information on
address, phone, expiration date, a dollar amount, anc up to three
descriptors on each name entered on the list. Subsets of names
within the 1list may be created based on any descriptor(s)
selected, expiration dates, dollar amounts, or combinations of
these fields. Sorts may be made up to three levels deep on any
set of £fields. Facilities are availble for printing of rosters
and labels are formatted for four-up peel-off lalkels.

The complete AlphaBASIC 1listings and user documentation are
availbie on floppy discs for $50.00, and on Hawk Cartridges for
$150.00.

Orders may be placed by sending your check or monev order to The
Community Free School, P.O. Box 1724, Boulder, Co. 80306, or you
may call (303) 447-3733 for more information.

P.0. BOX 1724 e 2805 BROADWAY e BOULDER. COLORADO 80306 e (303) 447-8733
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Otolaryngology Asscciates Nortawes:

Pe!er Ralph Noel Chztard lr MD inc., PS P’usncuns Aud,olog\ Rc'erral Ser\ut
Connte S, Sakar, M.S.P A CCCOA

29 November 1979

Mr. James Taylor, President
Alpha Micro Users Society
1216 Pearl Street

P. 0. Box 1723

Boulder, CO 80306

Dear Jim:

I was pleasantly overwhelmed by the offers which I received
from AMUS members all over the country regarding my NEC Sp‘u
writer which was not functioning properly. I just wish I had
gotten this much help from my dealer! It was very gratifying,
however, to belong to an organization whose members are so
willing to give up their time and spend their money to help
someone who is able to give so little in return.

For the interest of those members who wondered what my prob-

lem was, it turned out to be embarrassingly simple. I had

the wrong pin connections on the cable which led to the AM300

board from the Spinwriter. Fortunately, the dealership from -
which I made the purchase of the Spinwriter has changed

management and is more careful in the solution of these prob-

lems.

I greatly enjoy the AMUS Newsletter. I read it immediately
upon receiving it. I am very impressed by the number of
programs which have been developed by individuals throughout
the country. Although I am tempted to purchase a number of
these programs, I frankly hesitate to do so because I have

no way of determining whether or not I am purchasing a piece

of "silk" or "sow's ear."” I would be very interested in a
column in AMUS being devoted to software evaluations. A
thoughtful evaluation of a piece of software would be very
helpful to us users who would otherwise have to purchase

the software to know whether it is of wvalue. It would pre-
vent us from repeating the mistakes that we have made so

often in the past. Such evaluations would be useful to the
sellers of software as it would provide an exposure greater
than their advertisements can supply. It woull also separate
the work of amateurs from those of the thoughtful professionals
who deserve our support. I would be interested in vour thoughts
on this subject. Perhaps vou or your newsletter editor, Steve
Elliott, would care to comment on this subject in the next
issue of AMUS.
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Page Two
Mr. James Taylor, President
Alpha Micro Users Society 29 November 1979

With AMUS providing all kinds of good software on its hard
disks, it sounds as if I need to obtain a data communicatiocns
system for my Alpha Micro computer. What are yocur recommen-
dations at this time? Is the new D. C. Hayes Associates
Micromodem 100 system a reascnable solution for my needs?
Does it work with the KHALSA software for the D. C. Hayes
80-103A Data Communications interface card? If I obtain

the necessary hardward, how do I get started in the use of
this system?

Centinue your fine work. Guys like I who need 211 the help
that they can get greatly appreciate it.

Sincerely vours,

o

PETER RALPH NOEL CHATARD, JR., M.D., F.A.C.

w

1m
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DONAHUE

SOFTWARE LAW OFFICE MANAGEMENT FACKAGE
ASSOCIATES

Micro-computer Specialists

Qverview:

What

Now available on the Alpha Micro Computer, a completely integrated, multi-user
law office management package that responds to the needs of the automated

law office. The programs were developed by lawyers zogetner with systems
analysts to be used by the LAWYER and not the secrezarial suppcrt staff

The result is a simple and easy-to-use system of accounts receivable,
"tickler," and pre-prepared forms generation.

With speed and ease of input of information a primary aim, the accounts
recelvable sub-system features time and charges, separate itrust accounting,
and simple standard fee entry. The accounts recelvable component ! all <he
standard amenities including billing, summary reports and instant on-line
client status,

The tickler program offers a flexible calendaring system ccrtaining many
unique options. With standard calendaring subject codes avallable, records
can be stored on an attorney-by-attorney basis, with an cption for appoinizent
scheduling built into the system. It offers a wide variety of reports by
attorney, by case, by type of activity, or by type of case. A unigue feature
of the package enables the user to conveniently update tickler and accounts
receivable information simultaneously. As an option, tickler rsports can be
generated which contain accounts receivable informaticn.

The law forms programs offer advantages not found in gerer
software. The software provides tne law office witn compl Tlexibility in
composing and printing legal forms, without <he rxef‘ess; <y of form y-*’orm
preparation. Whether the forms are letterhead, pleadings, cr plain wnite
paper, the package will prepare any required docu...ems in any \,ombina:ion.
Also available are hundreds of legal forms in the areas of adoptions, wilis,
divorce, real estate, business, name changes, collections and other related
areas of the law. The package provides the flexitiiizy for each user to add
his/her own individual forms into the system.

2l word processirg

The system supports multi-access terminals which can be adapted tc the needs
of a sole practitioner or a large firm.

Does This Package Mean to Lawyers?

For the first time, documents can be produced by the attorney while the client
is in thelawyer's office. Wills can be immediately rroduced; all forms for a
divorce can be ready within minutes., ZCostly and unnecessary second appoint-
ments zan be eliminated; %the number of required suprort personnel can te
reduced.

WE WELCOME INQUIRIES. ZExpected release is January, 1320,

Post Office Box 10302, Eugene, Oregon 97440
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$vstem Thars Awways THere

4059 Roosevelt Way N.E.

\\
’ T n Seattle, Wa. 98105 U.S.A.
s SYSTEMS, INC. 1-800-562-7775

(206) 632-5080

November 17, 1979

AMUS
P.0. Box 1723
Boulder, Colorado 80306

Dear Jim,

In the last 3 to 4 months, we at STAT have been supplying more
and more Alpha users with Business and Healthcare application
software. There has been a pattern in the plight of these users:

1. They were sold a "working accounting system".
(Only it doesn't work)

2. They have had their unit (usually Hard Disk) for 6 months
to a year. {and their patience is worn out)

3. They have been referred to us by either Alpha, another
Dealer, or their original Dealer.

We have been able to help these people both in standard and in
semi-custom applications.

If vou too, have been receiving these calls and letters please
feel free to forward them to us. While we do charge for the
software, the user still receives an outstanding "buy". We find
our Report Generator solves many of the user's needs.

Keep up the gocd work Jim, and I hope your snow shovel holds out.

Sincerely,

Dale T. Horn
President
STAT SYSTEMS, INC,

—~

DTH:xI

$TAT svstems is our migdle name
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dravac'

150 fifth avenue
suite S30
new york, ny 10011

212-e88-2100 November 27, 1979

Jim Taylor

AMUS

P.0. Box 1723
Boulder, CO 80306

Dear Jim,

I have a complaint with AMUS. The newsletter distribution seems to
be based upon some lottery. I have been a member of AMUS since early
1978 and I have received exactly 7 newsletters! I have not seen a
newsletter since the June-July 1979 issue.

I know that I am not the only member to which this happens. Since
I know most of the AMUS members in the New York area, I can tell you
that we are lucky if more than two members receive their newsletters for
any given issue.

The dues of $25.00 per year should cover the cost of sending the
letter out to the wilds of New York. Certainly we (AMUS) have enough
money in the bank to assure that all members are kept up to date via a
timely and informative newsletter.

I feel that this is an important issue since the majority of
member's contact with AMUS is via the newsletter.

Enough complaints. Dravac would like to announce that we have
disks with some very nice utility programs on them for a very reasonable
price.

The first of these disks contains a virtual memory handler. The
disk contains the MACRO source files needed by the assembly language
programmer to interface his/her programms to the virtual memory handler.

The virtual memory program allows the user to store up to 64K of
data in as little as 2K of "real" memory. The memory handler is
re-entrant and may be included in system memory. Price: $24.95 on
floppy disk.
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The second utility disk contains the programs listed below. It is
also supplied on floppy disk and the price is: $24.95.

DATIME.PRG

This program is used to prompt the user for today's date and the current
time. DATIME forces the user to enter the date in the correct format
and validates the input (leap years, etc.). The user cannot CONTROL/C
the DATIME program. The nicest feature is that DATIME can be used in a
command file without having to use ":K" commands in the file. DATIME
will prompt until the input is correct.

SHOW.PRG

This program is used to display a text file on the terminal at variable
speeds. The speed is dynamicly set. There are ten different speeds at
which SHOW will display the file. You may change the speed of the
display while the file is being dumped by pressing the characters ®"0"
(fastest) to "9" (slowest).

AFFIX .PRG
The AFFIX program is used to change the terminal driver attached to a
job after the system has been booted.

FETCH.PRG

The FETCH program is similar to the load program. The difference is
that FETCH will not load the program if it already in memory. This can
significantly cut down on program loading time in applications such as
Alpha Accounting.

GETCHR.SBR

GETCHR 1s used to input a single character from the terminal without
waiting for the user to press return. Control characters are accepted
by GETCHR. GETCHR is meant to be used with BASIC programs.

FORMAT
FORMAT produces pretty listings of program files with titles, page
breaks, "COPY" files, etc.

JOBDIS.PRG
JOBDIS displays most of the job table entry for each job on the system.

SEQ.PRG
SEQ performs the same action as DIRSEQ, but only on a single account.

SYMTAB.PRG
Produces a sorted symbol file listing of ".SYM" files. Addresses,
relocatablity, etc. are displayed.

RENUM.PRG

RENUM will renumber BASIC programs taking into account inbedded line
numbers, i.e., CN x GOTO 10, 20, 30.

There are some other programs on the disk, but these are the
neatest.

dravac'd
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We also have a set of programs that are used for the care and
feeding of the files contained on your disks. The programs will
recreate MFDs, files, etc. You may patch data into any sector of the
disk in three different formats as well as displaying the data in the
same formats. The cost of these programs is $100.00.

We have a PILOT interpreter that is re-entrant. It is a powerful
version of PILOT that contains its own program editor as well as many
extended features. Cost is $99.00.

We have a disk with three very good games. All are written in
machine language. One is LIFE, the cellar automata program. Another is
3D tic-tac-toe. The third is WIZARD, a sort of magical game of RISK,
severely addictive. Cost: $19.95.

We have a very sophisticated word processing system (which produced
this letter), as well as a comprehensive data base management system.
Manuals for both systems are available now. The WPS manual set is
$25.00. The DBMS manuals are still preliminary and are on disk. The
cost of the DBMS manuals is $15.00 for an AMS format disk.

Best regards,

Prest¥dent, Dravac Ltd

dravac'

44



S

AMERICAN
MEDICAL
SOFTWARE,
INC.

American Medical Software, Inc. takes great pleasure in
announcing the availability of AMOS/MOS, a Medical Office
System. The MOS is designed to simplify the business man-
agement problems in the large and medium-scale practice.
The software is modularized and will track the patient from
the initial appointment to the filing of insurance forms.
Lists of dealer and user features are also included.

A 5 Megabyte HAWK demonstration disk and operations manual
are available for $100 from:

American Medical Software, Inc.
201 Kenyon Road

Champaign, IL 61820
(217) 351-5415

INFORMATION SYSTEMS FOR THE PROFESSIONAL IN MEDICINE
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AMERICAN MEDICAL SOFTWARE, INC.
DEALER-ORIENTED FEATURES

AMOS/MOS
Alpha Micro Operating System/Medical Office Software

1. The system is designed to provide an interaction with the operator based
upon a menu and prompts. There are only two levels of menu in any situation.

2. The system is adaptable and can be adjusted upon installation to match
the parametric values of the practice such as patient file size, accounts
receivable file size, insurance form type. Procedure and diagnostic codes
can be set up to accommodate any type of practice - a maximum medical
market.

3. AMS will be supporting AMOS/MOS programs and will be offering additional
features as they are developed. This can assure continued marketing contact
with the customer.

4. AMS will provide standard or custom preprinted forms of any type with
custom letterhead printing as required by your customer. Prices will be
competitive. Mailing forms will also be supported with envelopes, stamped
or unstamped, window or plain, printed or unprinted.

5. System management functions are contained in a second-level menu where
they are available for installation and easy to identify to the operator.
The particular disk being used by AMOS can be selected at this level.

6. The system is designed to allow a graceful transition from the prac-
tice's present system to AMOS/MOS. After the customer has entered basic
account information the entry of a starting balance will establish that
account on file ready to accept transactions. This should reduce the number
of customer visits to a minimum before they are ''on line.'

7. The number of abbreviations used in the system has been held to a
minimum to reduce training at both the customer and dealer levels.

8. The operator's manual has been written for the novice. Once the oper-
ator has read the manual, further instruction should be minimal.
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9. The filling out of insurance forms by both patient and doctor has
become very complex. AMOS/MOS maintains an insurance log which shows the
billing and history of each insurance account for each patient. The system
can handle individual insurance claims or monthly insurance billings. New
insurance form printings may be arranged by your dealer at a nominal charge.

10. Account management is as simple as we can make it. Statements can be
printed on any cycle - monthly, bi-weekly, weekly or even daily. Statements
can be printed for a segment of the accounts receivable file by specifying a
starting and ending account number. The practice can smooth out cash flow

by billing at the optimum cycle for its accounts. Accounts are automatically
aged by comparison of the billing date and the current date. Account age
data are also shown at the bottom of the statement so that the responsible
party can identify overdue amounts easily. An accounts receivable report
which specifies a particular '"age" (say 90 days past due) can be prepared at
any time. Specific three-line messages can also be printed on the statement
based upon account age. A single-line message can be printed on all state-
ments. These messages can be changed at will by the operator so that
responsible parties do not ignore them out of habit. At any time (especially
around income tax time) a patient ledger may be prepared which will print

out all of the charges and payments on an account for the calendar year.
Patients on public assistance (to whom a statement cannot be mailed) are
identified within the program so that no errors on billing can be made.

11. AMOS/MOS contains a '"Word Processing" function and directory where up
to 400 separate items of correspondence can be prepared and stored. These
items may be called up and discreetly addressed to a patient (appointment
reminder?), responsible party (pay up or else?), supplier (please send me?).
These can be used to reduce the time necessary for efficient practice man-
agement.

12. The AMOS/MOS program also contains a hospital register which will
provide the doctor with a listing of his "rounds." When he returns this to
the receptionist with charge-coded notations, charges can be entered in the
account.

13. The date entered for service provided to a patient need not be the same
as the date that the information was entered.

14. Custom features can be developed for your program as required. Your
dealer can arrange for that service.
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DEAR Jim:
Iigitronix. Inc. wishes to arnounce the availadiliily of our new alphe Micro

cempatitie RESET C(CNTECL BCARD, a very useful device for corruricatiors erni
jrn-house developmert work.

~

{A" PURPCSE:
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_nectea tc tke board erd pulls the reset lire 73 or the £-13J dhus low
cf a8 treak sierel. This is accomplished ty contiruvelly menitorire

he AM-300 (E-port serial I/C) via the rew AM¥-321 catles
board.

CL 30APL and new AM-301 cadles surplied with unit. £
step—by—step instructicr sheet is supplied with the

E
switch,
pert to

cr c¢f the
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re-toct

s is eradled (turned on & off), vie the 4-position IIP
k to the ‘on” position allows the termiral wired to tret
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tal cost irclu ir the United States is: % $275.90 *. Serc

checz for s
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=

TZSET CCNTFCL ZCLFI is zuaranteed for &9 deys all parts erd labor.

ircerely
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4
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fotert L. Rcyce
lgitronix Irc.
402/734-2712

48



K-0 ENTERFRIZES HAS THE FOLLOUWING SUFTWARE AVAILABLE.

INSURANCE ACCUUNTIMNG SYSTEMS

FULLY INTEGRATED SYSTEM COVERING ALL FHASES UF THE INSURANUE INDUSTRY ON
THE PRIJDUCER, GENERAL AGENCY AND INSURANCE COMFANY LEVEL.

FOLICY TRACHING OPERATES oN ALL LEVEL: NG INCLUDES SALES ANALYSIE,
FRODUCTION REPORTSZ, AUTOMATIC RENEWALDS, CaMuelblasl (uNS ETC.

UN THE GEMERAL AGENCY AND 1N$URANLE CUMPANY LEVEL THERE otRE wDld TIGkGL
PRUDUCER ACCOUNTING REFORTS, CumMMISS1ION CHECEDS AMD STATEMENTS, AL UUNT
CURRENT AND FUTURE, WRITTEN FPREMIUM. CLAIMS TRALCKRINL AND LOUSE ANALY:SL1S.

ON THE INSURANCE COMPAMY LEVEL THERE ARE AUDITIONAL INFORL&/BEARNED CAL-
CULATIOMS, 1 B N R CALCULATIONS, SCHEDULE "U" aND "G" ACCOUNTING AND
RE-INSURANCE REPORTS.

FOR INFORMATION WRITE:

k-0 ENTERPRIZES

F O BOX 927

SUN VALLEY, CALIFORNIA 713
(213) 767-7205

o
[
X

49



December 10, 1979

AMUS

¢/o Community Free School
P.Ce Bax 172k

Boulder, Colorado 80306

We have receé vtly converted our data entry from our Alpha Microsystem
to a host Hewlett-Packard MP3000. With this change, we want to sell
our Alpha Microsystem, I would appresiate it if you would include
this letter in the next AMUS newsletter.

The configuration of our system is:

AM100, AM200, AM300
Wangco 87 dual floppy
96kb memory

TEI-22 power supply

Price - $6500
Following are some highlight dates for the system.

July 1978 - Purchased with 6Lkb

September 1978 - 32kb added

April 1979 - AMIOO, AM300 circuits brought up to current specifications
(B3 version)

June 1979 - New bin 13 ceramie 1771 chip installed

A1l inquiries, please contact:
Kurt Rahm
Eugere Planing Mill
?.0. Box 10205
Eugene, Qregon 97LO1
Phone; 1-503-L85-3881

Sincerely,
X e

Kurt Rahm

3RD AND LAWRENCE » P.O. BOX 10205 «EUGENE, OREGON 97401 « 485-8881

EVGENE PLANING MiiL




Radio Station Management System

RadioFBA

from

IM Flander, Beyer and Associates, Inc.

Solve these costly problems for Radio Station Owners and
Managers!

* Sloppy broadcast logs
* Missing commercial spots
* Inaccurate or late billing
* Uncertain sales goals

And save the two or three extra salaries these problems cost
you!

RadioFBA puts computerized traffic control and complete ac-
counting within the reach of small radio station management
at LESS THAN HALF the cost of comparable systems.

Each RadioFBA package includes:
* On-site installation

* Personnel training
* Custom-tailored reports
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CONIRACTS

The heart of Radiol B4 is the CONTRACITS component.
CONTRACITS commands the POSTING, EFDITING, and
ACCOUNTING of chent broadaast onders Anorder for an
time enters the system as A CONTRACT. A CONTRACT isa
list of specific spot costs and lengths as well as client and
Glesman information  F-ach spot is POSTED to the CON-
ITRACT and the 1 OG index Information in CONTRAC IS
torms the basis of monthly INVOICING as well as summary
sales REPORIS.

ACCOUNIS RECFEIVABLE

An ACCOUNT is formed when a CONTRACT enters
Radiol B.1 Preparation of monthly INVOICES automatical-
Iv enters charges and discounts to the ACCOUNT. Payments
are entered directly on reccipt, and interest may be charged on
overdue ACCOUNTS. Statements of Account may be
PRINTE D monthly or as needed, and summary REPORTS
arc available any time.

SPLCIAL EVENIS

Games, concerts, remotes and other Special EVENTS have
separate CONTRACITS, LOG structures, and ACCOUNTS
RECEIVABLE. These are crecated when EVENIS are
scheduled, not on a daily basis. Special EVENTS may run on
AM or I'M and are not affected by scheduling changes.
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LOGS

POSTINGS from all active CONTRACTS form the 1 OG in-
dex. Each adio station’s daily program format determines
the LOG sttuctwre. FDEFING the daily T OG merges network
spots, public service announcements, promotional spots, and
unusual programming events. The official LOG is PRINTED
before the program day, and the correct air times are UP-
DATED atter the progriam day. Fach daily FOG contains o
summary report of FCC program types and conunercial ac-
tivity.

REPORTS
Sumimary REPORTS fromm CONTRACTS include:

* Alphabetical Client and Contract list
* CONTRACT activity summarized by salesman
* Pre-INVOICING charge and discount list

Summary REPORTS from ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE in-
clude:

* Alphabetical list of Clients

* Inactive ACCOUNTS list

* Monthly payment listing

* Aged balance forward plus current activity:
TOTALS and by ACCOUNT

Mailing labels

L d
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OPTIONS
Other software packages include:

* PAYROLL
* GENERAL LEDGER with JOURNALS
* ACCOUNTS PAYABLE
* Special REPORTS:
Sales by Region or Product Type

OPERATION FEATURES

RadioFBA *‘Computerized Ledger Card’’ data entry format
reduces training time and streamlines daily use of the system.
A series of “‘Function Menus’’ moves the operator quickly
from task to task.

RadioFBA runs on the Alpha Micro computer which provides
dependable, low-cost, high-volume data processing, as well as
optional multiple task capability.

5'1 Flander, Beyer and Associates, Inc.
1000 Maxwell Avenue, #10
Boulder, Colorado 80302
(303) 449-2892
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ALPHA MICRO USERS SOCIETY !Membership form

Please filli out as much information as possible,

Name Company
Address City State Zip
Business Phone Home phone

Circle one: Own Lease Thirking
Check all applicable: Dealer __ OEM __ User: Corporate __ Individual __

Describe equipment:

AMUS may use my name for mailing lists __ Make checks payable to AMUS

Annual dues are $25.00 per member.
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