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AMUS office hours are from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00
p.m., mountain time. Our overworked
secretary 1is Sharon Greene who is happy to
assist you with any question you might have
about AMUS, or the Alpha Micro Computer. If
she doesn't know the answer to your question,
she will try to direct you to someone who
does.

The AMUS Newsletter is published monthly by
AMUS, 934-B Pearl Street, Boulder, Colorado
80302. Subscription rates are $10.00 per
year. Each member representative receives a
one year subscription, the cost of which is
included in the annual dues.

Additional copies and back issues of the
newsletter may be ordered from Sharon Greene.
Bug fixes, articles, 1letters, reviews of
software and information about Alpha Micro
applications are happily accepted. Material
must be received by the 20th of the month for
inclusion in the following month's edition.

Each member is allotted one free page of
advertising in the newsletter each year;
further advertising is at the rate of $50.00
per page with a minimum of 1/4 page. Ads
must be camera-ready, black and white copy
and be accompanied py the appropriate fee.
Send all advertising to the editor at 1401 E.
‘Bridge Street, Brighton, CO 80601.

The Alpha Micro Users Society Network is a
computer system meant to give members access
to information and other Alpha Micro users
with similar interests. It consists of an
Alpha Micro computer with a Hawk disk drive,
a 300 baud modem, a 1200 baud modem, and 160K
of memory. AMUS members are given an
individual account and password on the
Network so that they may receive personal
electronic mail. Contact Sharon Greene for
your account and password. Many thanks to
Alpha Micro Systems of Irvine, California;
North America Title Co. of Houston, Texas;
and the Byte Shop of Reno, Nevada who have
donated equipment and software to the
Network.

AMUS has a library of programs which have
been donated by members for distribution to
other members. Programs are available either
through the AMUS Network, or, if you prefer,
we can make floppy or Hawk cartridge copies
and mail them to you. Orders may be placed
through Sharon Greene. \

Application to mail at second-class postage
rates is pending at Boulder, Colorado 80302.



from the president

FROM THE PRESIDENY the AliUL convention held
in diami during the week of January lo=~-24
attracted over 150 members who attended a jam
packed schedule of demonstrations. seminars,
and ad hoc meetings late into the nigfsht.
Courses were gfiven on Alvha Accountinge. Alpha
Assembler. 1ime manacement. Structured
programming, financial modeling. CUBOL. ArL.
rortran, lelecommunications. kducational uses
of the Alpha Micro. and more. If there were
any complaints about the convention. they
were about too many thines to do. Bill and
Angela diller., who did all of the plannine
for the convention. arranrsed to have three
systems at +the convention. so +there was
plenty ot hands on time for demonstrations ot
software prackages. Some of the main vnackares
that were shown were: UDHAVAU's Anpl data base
management system and 1I'bASS. tneir time
sharine and accountineg system. alone with
their utlilty profrans. comrrunest
denonstrated FURELHOUGHY, a sorhisticated
financial modeling proeram, and SYuwvhA. their
relational data base svsten. bob balita
broufsht his ArL and rOkYRAN compilers. AbsuUrd
also showed a FORYRAN (' comniler. AiudseLuw
from kneland demonstrated their CUbUL
compniler., and kCCSYS corvoration unveilead
Software Helver, a vroframmine tool that
writes rile handling voroerams. Larrv White
Fave extensive demonstrations about
communicatine between computers witn his
telecommunications packaces, and showed some
of his utilityv progerams, and uurunrem Khalsa
demonstrated £nalsa's Jord rrocessine svstem.
Bob rowler demonstrated nis ©vroprammine
utilities and psave out a preat amount of
information about progframming in assenblv
languape. Jim nHae demonstrated his Suvervuk
which geot ovations duringe his presentation.
and bill Miller exhibited his CARS.
Colleriate Accounting and Recordkeening
System.

wednesday evening. Richard wWilcox ot Alpha
micro spoke at the banquet and introduced
Alpha Micro's new Vice President ot
Marketing, Lloyd Lokka. Bob rowler
entertained everyone with two piano pieces.
and DRAVAC donated several sotftware packages
which were given away as door prizes.

Durine the periods when nothing was happenine
during the conrerence (mostly from 11i:0u Pl
to %:00 ANM) several software houses ~sot
topether and formed a new orgfanization called
Umnisott which will help prevent the virating
o1 sotftware throueh the use oif a hardware
security system called Omnilock. and nrovide
other services needed by soiftware authors
such as vpooling efforts on the creation ot
licensing agpreements. 'hey have a nwress
release elsewhere in this newsletter that you
will want to read if you have anythinge to do
with the development or marxeting of
software.

I visited with Lloyd Lokka at the convention,
and again two weeks later at Alvha Micro in
Irvine. Lloyd seems to be the right person
for the Jjob, and we believe that under his
guidance the marketing department at Alpha
Micro should become more responsive and.
effective. We're looking forward to Dbetter
communications and relations with Alpha wMicro
through Lloyd.

while L was in L.A. I also visited BUAuHUB.
the Southern California Awmus group and
enjoyed meetinge with the 1Iolks out there.
JCAMUL 1s one of the more active local A.US
psrouns with more than YU members now. and
it's oovious that tney enjov pettine torsether
once a montn to exchanege ideas and nvrovlems.
and to tind out what's up with the other
Alpha micro owners in tne area. At Awmus we
are happy to do wnatever we can to heln get
local chanters organized anda to help keer
them foing strone. we can offer the lists of
AmUS members in any rercion, do mailines for
vou, nrovide space in the AnUS newsletter ror
a column dedicated to vour cnanter. or neln
out in anv other way that yvou misht think of.
11 vyou would 1like to w~set a local chanter
orranized. nlease let us xnow.

We recently had a Hawk head crasn which
resulted in a new tixed vlatter. new heads.
and a total realirsnment. 1t's nice to pe un
afain on a tvotally retfurbisned drive. but one
or tne rallout nroblems that we inherited was
tnhat none of the cartridees created on tne
‘new' disx drive could pe read bvy the otner
two nawxk drives. ‘'he reason is that the
neads tend to drift inwara. Since this
narvens verv scraduallv over a long neriod ol
time all or the backups that vou maxe will
worx tine. the trouble vecomes anvarent when
you trv to swav cartridees with other drives.
we can only reccomend that veriodic
maintenance be verrormea. and that vou
periodically check against a disk that vou
Anow to Dpe true. If you are on the Alvna
vicro update service., the cartrideses sent out
should be rairly standard. so it vou're not
naving anv trouble reading them. vou should
be in reasonable condition. ‘1he moral ot the
story is to keep up your preventative
maintenance.

there are a counle of items that have been
makine their wav around the Alpha micro world
that probably need to be discussed. ithev are
what the value and costs of software are. and
the sale ot hardware trom sources other than
Alvha tiicro bealers.

Sortware: ‘'he value of software is determined
by how much eftort went into the worx in the
develonment stape. ana how much monev it can
save when it is used. SoIrItware is also verv
deceiving in that a proeram that is »0 or 4u
lines long can be written in nalr an hour. A
profram  that 1is tnree or four hundred lines
long might take a week, and a vrogram that is
tnree or tfour thousand lines lones mav take
many montns to comprlete. ‘Yhe etffort needed
to produce and maintain complex oprosrams is
exnonential and thererore the cost ol such
sv.tware is an exvponential amount above the
costs of small programs. Also. the smallest
program mav have no docur »*ntation. and need
no suvnort. but the lareest nvproeram will
necessitate a volume of user daocumentation.

volune % nrosvamyes i ora-io1,  and  will
demand that the program cet rerfular soitware
suvvort. Users have asked us whv we have
Iree vprogframs in the AnUS librarv. but sonme
peovle can charpe several thousand dollars
for other software. “he reason is that most
ot the programs in the AMuS libraryvy are a few
nages long, while the vrograms that are beins
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sold on wne market are severali thousand Llines
long. When you're deciding whether or not to
purchase a software package, the salient
point is whether or not it will do the job
for you, and whether or not it can save you
money. The creator of the product and the
distributors have set the price based on
their own criteria, and it is wunfair for
potential customers to demand that the price
be lowered since all the packaee is is a
copy, or to attempt to pirate a copy from a
friend. Buckaneers will not find many
friends here at AMUS since most of us are
involved in the creation of sotr'tware
ourselves and make our 1livine by selling
ideas that were put into code with hard work.

we have recently been inundated by offers of
inexpensive hardware includinge memory.
terminals, and disks. 'he disks are both used
Hawks, and Hawks with Konan controllers which
are consideraply 1less expensive than the
Alpha picro AM-500 boards. We're all for
free enterprise and healthy comvetition, but
as end users., you should be aware of the
responsibility +that you are taking upon
yourseltf when you purchase hardware from
sources other than AM dealers. Naturally
your dealer won't be receptive to maintaining
equipment that he/she did not sell vyou.
Also, especially in the case of older
equipment, parts and service are going to be
hard to come by. 1f you are buyine an older
Hawk, be sure that it can hook up with the
Alpha Micro. “he disk must be able to handle
108 sectors. ©Some of the older models will
only handle up %to 40% sectors per track.
Usually you're in pretty epood shape 1if the
serial number on the Hawk is greater than
500.

In the case of +the Konan controllers., you
should be aware of the fact that Alpha Micro
makes changes to the disk driver software
with nearly every new release, and in many
cases this means that changes must also be
made to the driver for the Konan. If you are
going to purchase a Konan controller, you
should have some kind of pguarantee <from the
person you purchase the device from that the
sotftware will be maintained as new releases
come out. If you can handle the process of
keeping up with releases and hardware
maintenance, the Konan/Hawk svstem is a good
bargain.

If you plan to purchase a used system from
someone, you should be aware of the fact that
Alpha Micro records the serial numbers of
each Dboard sold by each dealer. boards

returned for repair can only be returned by
an authorized Alpha picro dealer. When a

poard is returned to Alpha iMicro for repairs,
the <first thing they do is check to see that
the board being returned was in fact sold by
the dealer who returned it. If not. they
will refuse to work on the board. This makes
it very difficult to get service on used
equipment. If you do purchase wused
equipment, you should verify that your dealer
is willing to write a letter to Alpha IHicro
stating that he wunderstands that you have
purchased the wused hardware and that the
dealer agrees to provide maintenance. Alvha
Micro will then add +the serial numbers of
your equipment to the list of items sold by
that dealer.

We have also established a poliecy now at AMUS
that we will strongly discourage the
publishing ot prices for hardware and
software wunless it 1is something of the
classified ads variety. The reason we are
doing this is because we have gotten a lot of
flack from dealers who have had clients
purchase equipment from someone four states
away and then expected the dealer to make it
work right. We have also had problems when
publishing prices Dbecause some items were
meant for dealers eyes only, but sent to us
represented as end wuser prices. This
specitfically happend in last January's
newsletter with Piicion memory boards. We
ran a classified ad that said Piicion would
sell memory boards directly to end wusers at
the dealer's price which is definately not
the case. We're not sure where the ad came
from, but we talked to Chris Bailey at
Piicion, whose name appeared on the ad, and
he assured us that he did not provide the
information, and that if an end user
approaches Piicion the price is poing to be
the same price that a dealer will orfer. We
apologize for any vproblems that this might
have caused, and intend to at least
temvorarily solve the vproblem by referring
people to the sourge instead ot trying to be
the source ourselves. If you as members of
AMUS have an opinion about how the matter
should be treated, we would be happy to hear
your ideas.

AMUS is havpoy to vprovide information about
how to +find vpeople selling used equipment.
and any equipment that works on the Alpha
Micro. We just want you to be aware of
potential problems. The trade off you have
to consider is less money now tfor the items.
versus more money later for maintenance and
repair.

Now that we've explained why yvou shouldn't
buy used hardware, we would like to announce
that AMUS has a couple of items that it would

like +to wunload. 'he first is a DECwriter
LA-%6 that is a fine workhorse and has never
failed. It's Jjust too slow for our needs.

When we had 00 members it could pump out the
mailing list labels in an hour or two, but
now it takes most of the day. If you have
need of a good 300 band printer, then we'll
entertain any resonable offer in the $900
range. Also, we have an Anderson Jacobson
printer that is an IBM Selectric that works
with RS-2%2 ASCII. We purchased it for $1200
and rarely use it now. It has one problem in
that when it does a carriape return, it
doesn't 1line up guite right vertically until
the second character is struck. We asked the
IBM typewriter maintenance folks what could
be done and they said $300 would fix it
right. Considering that you would have to
put $%00 into the machine, we would be happy
to let it go for $400. If you're interested
in either printer, please let Sharon Greene
know at the AMUS office.

Ages ago we asked if anybody had built a
program that would allow the information on
one terminal to be broadcast to a group of
other terminals. ‘“This would be most helpful
for classroom demonstrations. We're still
asking. If you know of such a progranm.



and more

please let us know. We believe, that vpriced
resonably, there would be a demand for this
program among schools and even many
businesses. John wWaycott at BIPS has a
program that lets the system operator send
one 1lire to all the terminals, but it only
works for one line, and the 1line only rets
delivered 1if the person at the terminal is
logeged in. We need a basic
take-over-the-terminal type program.

Jeft Gordon who is with the Navy installation
in San Diego wants to write an assembler
language subroutine callable from BASIC that
will change +the baud rate <for a job. If
anyone is willing to write up such a routine,
or has already written one, nvplease contact
Jeff, and AMUS. we also think that this
would be a handy item to have around. You
can contact Jeff Gordon at the Navy Personnel
Research & Development Center, San Diero,
Calif 92122.

rred Watterson of Associated Comouter
Consultants in Clinton, Illinois has
volunteered to begin oreanization ot another
AMUS conference to be Held in The Chicago
area the week of July 27th. IT you would
like to speak, demonstrate, chair a panel
discussion. or otherwise participate, please
check in with him. fred is anxious to hear
ideas about how panel discussions.
aissertations, demonstrations, and geeneral
meetings should be handled., so 1if you have
ideas about how you would like to have the
conference organized, please contact him at:
Associated Computer ¢onsultants, 111 3.
Monroe, Clinton, 11 65102. (21Y) 9%55-88(2

Iim with Micro rathways would like to know if
anyone has ever interfaced an AM210 with
Shugarts BSAsUl  tloppv drives. He talked to
Alvha dicro and they said to their knowledge
it has never been done, nor would they
consider doing it. You can find lim at: micro
Pathways, 21102 Lorain Ave., fairview rark,
OH 44210. (216) 33%-8364

AMUS just received a copy of the Alvpha wmicro
Benchmark Report published by the Association
of Computer Users. fThe tests done on the
Alpha Micro were conducted by the University
ot Colorado Business Research Divisior

Several programs were run and timed on
the Alpha Micro and the timings <for the
programs along with the comments of the
testers, and the comments ot users that were
interviewed by phone were compiled 1into the

final report. fThe report concludes that "the.

Alpha licro system 1is a reliable riece of
hardware whose strong suit is powerrul,
well-designed system software."

We found the reports to be complete and

fair. 'Yhere is always some controversy about:

the fairness of benchmark progerams since
there is always some difference in the
architecture of the machines being tested.

and changes usually have to pe made to the
proerams trom machine 1o machine due tc
programming langeuages. but. in this renort.
timing is not the total consideration. The
report also includes comments on
documentation, user satistaction. and the
utility of the langfuagfe (AlphaBASIC) used in
the report. e recommend that dealers become
acquainted with the report. since it 1is a
pood ‘third mparty' reference to the Alpha
liicro.

I'he benchmark Hevort does not compars
the Alpha wMicro with other machines. bput
articles published bv Hillel Sepal president
of ACu, in Computerworld show the “standings*®
of machines priced in the same range as the
Alpha dicro. 'he Alpha Micro usually
“placed" second or third in mnost of the
tests. and. when vou take into consideration
the ovrices of the machines. the Aloha looks
npretty pood. We will wvublish some exervnts
and timines trom the report in the next
Newsletter.

If you would like the complete benchmark
report, you can contact the Association of
Computer Users (ACu) at rost Office Box 9Yu0%.
Boulder. Colorado 80%01. Membership in ACU
costs ¥HU per yvear. there 1is an additional
charge tor the report.

G {1
Speohan K. klliott

President, AMUS

Please let AMUS know as soon as possible of any
sddress changes. We spend a lot of YOUR,money
mailing this newsletter. If one is undeliverable,
the Post Office 1s kind enough to send it back to
us, and we pay postage BOTH WAYS.

Please help us conserve by notifying us of any
changes !!!

HOORAY ! ¢ ¢

AMUS membership has finally reached the 1000 mark.
Thanks to all involved and for all your hard work.
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17881 Sky Park North
P.O. Box 18347
Irvine, California 92713

(714) 857-1404
TWX 910-595-2666

February 4, 1981

Pat Sietsinger

DUNN-MOORE AND ASSOCIATES
1401 Bridge

Brighton, CO 80601

Dear Pat,

The following are some general comments on items in the January issue of
the AMUS Newsletter:

1.

With regard to Lee Besing's letter on the CHR$ function of
ALPHABASIC: as I am sure others have ncted, the effect this
command has on the terminal screen is determined more by the
terminal than by the CHR$ function. A look in the manual provided
with the terminal should provide a list of the various functions
available and the correct ASCII code te perform them.

The bug in RUN which John Kjellman refers to (Page 9) has te do
with the initialization of RUN's impure area during a CHAIN
operation. This bug has been corrected for AMOS Version 4.5,
but unfortunately, a patch is not available.

On page 12, Joseph Gaffney asks for information about a
clock/calendar beoard for his Alpha. We offer such a beoard in the
form of the AM-120 Auxiliary I/O Controller Board. Not only does
it have a battery backed-up clock/calendar, but it alsc contains
twe serial ports, a set of parallel ports, power-fail detecticn
circuitry, and memory error circuitry. It is designed so that
when it is used with an AM-100 it will upgrade the system with
many of the features of the AM-100/T. Scftware is supplied with
the beoard. More information is available from your dealer or from
our Marketing Department.

For the assembler freaks out there, there is a way tc aveid the
"quirk" of FSPEC that Bob Fowler mentions on page 14 (his bug #6).
FSPEC can be supplied an "illegal" extention (rather than a
legitimate one like .ZZZ) such as:

FSPEC DDB, <$$$>



This flagging of a default extention works because the assembler
deoes no checking on the validity of the second parameter supplied
to FSPEC. Checking is done by FSPEC on the file specification fed
to it. Had VUE been coded this way, for instance, you would have
the added versatility of using .ZZZ as an extension (assuming, of
course, you had a reason to!).

That's all for this time, hope that this information is useful.
Sincerely,

Jeff Kreider
Scftware Support Superviscr

JK/cv

We have developed a terminal driver especially for Alpha users
using the H19 terminal. This driver performs character code conver-
sations required by the H19. This driver was.especially designed with
the VUE editor in mind. The funcuvion keys and keypad keys are defined
as ALPHAVUE commands. The following commands are defined:

@ KEYPAD FUNCTIONS: @® FUNCTION KEYS DEFINITION:

Insert Line F1 Next Word
Cursor Down F2 Last Word
Delete Line F3 Delete Word
Cursor Left F4 Concatenate
Cursor Home F5 Center Cursor
Cursor Right ERASE Delete to EOL
Incharmode BLUE Page Up
Cursor Up RED Page Down
Delete Char WHITE Endpage

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

The functions of the normal keypad characters are not lost. They
are available as shifted keypad keys. The 25th line is employed to
display the functions of the function keys in reverse vidio. This driver
is available on floppy with complete documentation for $100.00. Other
arrangements are available for users without floppy capability. To
place an order or for further information contact: CONTEMPORARY
CYBERNETICS GROUP, 1204 Willow Green Drive, Newport News, Virginia 23602,
(804) 599-4749.




PLOT

A General Purpose Plotting Package

PL OT is aprogram which will plot a file of X Y data points using a standard computer printer. It
allows the user to select the following options:

a) Specify horizontal and vertical axis

b) Title all axes with multiple lines of text

c) Zontral the scale of the plot

d) Remove the printer distortion (6 or 8 L.LP.L./10 OR 16.5 C.P.l)
e) Print values on each line of the plot

f) Specify special characters to be used in the plot

g) Control the tick marks and increments

h) Specify the maximum and minimum X and Y values

i) Plot X values on Y-axis and plot Y values on X-axis
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PROBLCY TYPE CONE

Basic Business Software, Inc.
3300 Sirius Avenue, ¥106
Las Vegas, NV 89102
(702) 876-9493

Alpha-Micro (8" diskette) $100.00 (inciuded with each package is a diskette and a 92 page manuz



ALPHA MICRO USERS

Now you can buy forms with shipping
in 7 working days.*

* INVOICES
e CHECKS  : ;
e STATEMENTS:

Order as few as 500! |-~

Very competitive, freight paid prices.

* on rush basis

CALL TOLL FREE TODAY!
(800) 854-2750

In California (714) 460-4975 collect
Ask about our dealer support package

. NdChecks
Nd-To-Go

8384 Hercules ¢ La Mesa, CA 92041




letters

George 0. Young LIL
S1evra Lomputer Co.
617 Hark NE
Albuguergue, Nn 84123

I am disconcected aver the vacent
vacillations in the AMUS pnlicy oan
advertisements 1n the Newsletter. I don L
disagree with those who telt 1ts  pages  were

being 1nundated with product avnmonmcemsnts
and such under the old policy, hbub fyankly I
was countaing on  mv last letbter Lo "get the

word out”" through  the Hewslottey about
AM-FORTH. the policy changes v mid-stream,
as 1t wevre, upsel my plans. { arataful

that vyou d1d include the brief wie 1n lhe
Octsiov 1ssue; thank you.

As tor the wew jolicy &s  stated 1n the

Januayy Newsletter, I suppovt 1t as  a
compromice between no tree opportiamity  for
AMHS embers Lo communicate vegarding therr

prod.ctes aud the dNewslette, beroming  Jusl a
mMea.» ot  wdvertising. Kut [ thaank 1n place
i the "trvee advertising”" of Lhe past, the
editor mnust faind other sources and Lopircs for
articles, notes, etc. to male AMUS aud 1ts
Newsletter really worth the (sver-escalating)
dues. It this cannot be accomplished, thaen |
urge you to provide tree spamce dor  AaMUSs
memhers to talk abont their products. It 1s
better than an empty Newslettev.

Along these lines, [ suggest some Jindeliaes
be published on the topics, content, @and
editorial quality ot 1tems for the
Newsletter. In ny last lelter [ provided
some information on relative specd and space
utylization for @ benchmark pmogram cuo an
Alpha-BaSIL, AM~-FORIH, =and on some other
popnlar  microcomputevs. T vealice bhat at
wus embedded 1n & product advertisement, hut
T thaink 1w Tight of vyour decision to not
publish the advertisement, the information 1s
stall of safficient anterest to the AdNS
membership to be extracted and poblished.
(Some such wnformation did  get  a1ncluded an
the NOTES from nr. Fowler an the Jlanuary
Newsletter.) Attached 18 & copy of  the
conplete benchmark intormation velated ta my
last letler. Flease consider ncluding  all
or parts ot 1t 1n A tuture Newslettew,

As an added thowaht, [ want Lo conmment on bhe

Network . Aaybe | o am 1o The minovaty, bat |
cannot yet qustaity wor attord? o Mk to
utilize the network and  thevrefore rely
heavily on the Heuwsletter s ke KERRT
comrmunications medium. Uhat pecrcent.age of
the aAMlS  membership do  an taclk ase  the
netwarkr [f 1t 185 not veally lavage, then Lhe
Hewsletter AUST ke eaphasized 1o moery vay.

Tn  accovdance with  the wnew policy, T biave
enclosed s one-halt pagde product wonouncemant
tvom Sr1evva Computer Co.  for  UYersioan B of
AM-FURTH. [ wish to use 1t as onve-lalt ot
the annual wallottment for free wdvertaising
provided each membev.

Let me say in closing that 1| intend only to
provide @ conetructive critigque of ARUS.
Besides having -he best ot the small computer
systems (because of 1ts hardware flestibea Loty
and  the unbeatable opevating system anrl
sottware), I am assocrated with the hest of
the user s ovganizations. fhe leadershop ot
AMlS, with at least the tacait support of the
nembevrship, have set an example for obhers to

tollow 1 burbding a sound Wi kng
environment awd  mavketplace rtor  coapnter
systems 1w Lhis class. Let s keep up the

good work

Georae U. voung [II

MAINFRAMES - WATCH OUT ! ! !

The new mainframes Alpha Micro has been producing
have more than just a pretty face. They are
designed to prevent a problem I had last week.

As with most of us, I'm a board changer. For one
reason or another, my boards are always getting
moved from one slot to another. While I knew
there was a need for careful hands when pulling
boards, I did not know I should be checking the
bus each time.

It seems that simple metal fatigue gets to the pins
in the bus after a period of time, even if you're
not doing a bunch of board switching. A pin can
be physically pulled out of the bus, or worse,
partially pulled out and short to the opposite
side of the bus. This is what happened to me.

I pulled a board and did not notice that pin 2
had shorted across to pin 52. When I turned the
power back on, the bus shorted and c:reated havoc
in my mainframe. The AM-300 was actually smoking!

The voltage regulators on the AM-300 and AM-100
were gone, along with various chips, and other
thingamebobs I can't even pronounce. Thank God for
maintenance contracts.

My paranoia determined that this could only happen
to me - not true. A dealer in the midwest had
experienced the same problem only the week before.

Moral of the story - check the bus carefully for
anything (dirt, staples, or shorts) anytime you
pull a board. DON'T turn the machine back on until
you are sure that bus is o.k.

Anyone who would like more information on what
happened, feel free to give me a call. I would
love to prevent someone from that horrible feeling
of watching your whole computer go up in smoke.
By the way, I was back up and running in 24 hours.

Pat



WISHING

Jon Levinson

(305) 771-8133

Jon 1s looking for a Hotel Accounting & Reservations
package suitable for three hotels and 600 rooms.

Jon is also looking for the following Alpha
Accounting fixes:

General Ledger - Year end compression and P & L
and B/S Comparatives

Accounts Payable - Partial payments or prepaid
check omissions on register

XX X K X X K K X ¥ ¥

Martin Gutteridge

P. 0. Box 1
Mangrove.Bay, Bermuda
(809( 292-3610

Anyone have a package for contractor's work,
specifically air conditioning?

¥ X H X K K X ® ¥ * *
Dick Moule
(213) 557-1770

Wants to exchange information on Bit-Pad
routines.

E R R KRR R R R

Allen Porterfield
P. 0. Box 204k
Covina, CA 91722
(213) 331-2619

Need contact with user having used an AM-100 to
"front end" with a Modcomp or other 16-bit "Mini".

F R X K K X K X K ¥ ¥

Ann Copeland
Signal Construction

Jupiter, FL
(305) Th6-8636

Need package for job costing, estimating, material
allocation and inventory control. Heavy electrical
construction.

¥R X R R A X X X X ¥

Roy Cook

Panhandle Data Processing
2304 Mullan Avenue

Coeur d'Alene, ID 8381k

Would like to talk to someone who is selling on-line

time. Interested in your hardware configuration
and experiences with it and in typical on-line rate
structures,

L R R R N IR R A I ]

WELL

Dorsey Evans, Jr.

1025 Connecticut Avenue, NW
Washington, D. C. 20036
(202) 659-4343

Who knows something about acoustic noise
suppression on the Hawk and Phoenix ?

¥ OK K XK K K X X X ¥

Who has interfaced the Alpha Micro to the outside
world through the AM-300? i.e., lights on and off,
motors on and off, door locks open and close, etc.
How do you do it ? What drivers to you use ?

Please send information to the AMUS newsletter.

p.s. This was from an unknown inquirer. Will
publish any responses., Editor.

¥R X K X ¥ X X K X *

Alan V. Rushton
P. 0. Box F-T715
Freeport, Grand Bahama

Does anyone know how to:
a) Read and write in double density, single side

on Persecl 277
b) Boot on the same drive in double density

E R R IR R R R R R R

alpha peripherals, fmnc.

We are pleased to offer the following
items of intere=t to A.M.U.S. members:

California Computer Sysiems Model 2016 S-100 IEEE-696
16Kb memory board kits, ALPHA MICROSYSTEMS
compatible bank select, 450ns 2114 type static memory, 5
units.

Alpha Peripherals Model 106 S-100 IEEE-696 ALPHA
MICROSYSTEMS compatible 128K to 1Mb memory
system, 16K banks, minimum 2 card set, controller will
drive up to 8 array cards, with error detect and correct
(EDAC) on lowest 128Kb. 128Kb 2 card set, EDAC
controller option, 128K add’l. memory array card. 6-8 week
delivery, call for information.

AM-500 compatible CDC-9427H 10 Meg disk drive
subsystem (HAWK), drive is used with 30 day parts
warrantee, with new Konan KNX-500 disk controller,
pedestal and cabling, tested on A-M system.

CDC-9427H HAWK 10 Meg hard disk drives, used
condition with 30 day parts only warrantee, pedestal mtg.,
tested on A-M system.

Call for price information on all above equipment.

303-458-1200
3749 WOLFF ST., UNIT 9
DENVER, COLORADO 80212

Design, Engineering and Manufacture, and Supplier
of A-M and IEEE-696 S-100 Compatible Products
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617 MARK, NE ORI e e N RO AR )
ALBUQUERQUE. N.M. 87112 1 Febvruary 1981
(SOS) 296.8085

Sierra  Computer Co., Albuguerque NM is offering their second
version of FORTH for Alpha Hicro computers. The most significant
feature of AM-FORTH, Version B, is that the program is reentrant.
As such, the basic FORTH dactionary of 8k hytes may bhe loaded in
AMDS  system wmemory and sharved by @ll users. lser menory
partitions may he less than Sk, depending on the size of +the
application vocabulary and the number of sequential files openad.,
Other wew features include an assembler, screen oriented editor,
floating point math, and utilities for string handling  =@nd
building data structures. HMore versatile 170 is now provided ho

sequential AND  RANDOH Tiles. Lower case chavacters and special

CRT handling features of AMOS are supported, @nd utilities are
included to access system TIME and DATE functions.

AM-FORTH dis available on =0 A&MS or STD disk containing
complete source code, executable object code, FURIH wutilities
(editor, assembler, string processing, and data structures), and
some sample FORTH programs. Documentation provides a  thovough
description of the AH-FORTH inplementation, installation
procedures, operating instructions, and a complete glossary. The

price of Version B is $150.00 ($120.00 for licevnsed users of

Version A4, priced at $40.00). Contact George Youndg, SIERRA
CONFUTER COMPANY, 617 Mark NE, Albuguerque, N 87123,

contemporary cybernetics

We are offering a series of programs designed with the business mauager
in mind. Each program is accessable through a main driver routine which
allows you to easily select the program you wish to run. The following is a
copy of the main menu display:

MANAGEMENT AIDS

1) Accrued Interest on Bonds 14) Lease/Buy Decision

2) Apportionment by Ratios 15) Markov Analysis

3) Bayesian Decision Analysis 16) Net Present Value of an Investment
4) Continuous Interest Compounding 17) Nonlinear Breakeven Analysis

5) Current Value of a Tresaury Bill 18) Payoff Matrix Analysis

6) Critical Path Method (CPM) 19) Present Value of a Tax Deduction
7) Depreciation Switch 20) Profit Sharing Contributions

8) Economic Order Quantity 21) Program Eval & Review Tech (PERT)
9) Economic Production Quantity 22) Rule of 78's Interest

10) Financial Mgmt Rate of Return 23) Swedish Machine (Queuing Theory)
11) Financial Statement Ratio Analysis 24) Syndicated Investment Analysis
12) Future Value of an Investment 25) Transportation Algorithm

13) 1Internal Rate of Return

This package including source code and complete documentation is avail-
able on floppy for $250.00 (plus shipping and applicable tax). Available on
Hawk disc at a $100.00 additional charge. For further information or to place
an order contact CONTEMPORARY CYBERNETICS GROUP, 1204 Willow Green, Newport
News, Virginia 23602, (804) 599-4749.



datalab inc.

617 E. University, Suite 250
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48104 U.S.A.
313-995-0663

prOOf/ |t' A Spelling Error Detection/Correction Package

General Description:

proof/ittm is a set of programs that compares all words in a text file with those
in one or more dictionaries. If a word is not found in any specified dictionary,
the user is asked if the word is correctly spelled. If it is, the word can be
added automatically to a selected dictionary. If it is not, a correctly spelled
word can be directly substituted for the incorrectly spelled word in the text
file and placed in a dictionary. TXTFMT and form/it'™ commands are ignored.

Features:

Screen—oriented: The active line of text is always displayed and the word being
compared is accented in bright mode. If a comparison fails, the terminal bell
will sound, and a status line appears in bright mode asking if the word is
spelled correctly. Options can then be selected from the menu that is always
present on the top half of the screen.

Uses multiple dictionaries: Six different dictionaries can be used with one text
file. A master dictionary is provided (its size depends on the storage
medium, see below). Secondary dictionaries can contain specialized words. A
secondary dictionary can be the master dictionary (e.g. a dictionary of names
and places might be used exclusively in proofing a mailing list). File
locking allows simultaneous use of common dictionaries by multiple users.
Dictionary words are stored in an exceptionally compact form and accessed via
wAMtm (Word Access Method), an extremely high speed procedure written in MACRO
assembler specifically for proof/it.

Corrects a text file: Correctly spelled words can be substituted directly into
the text file. A further edit is not required to change misspelled words!

Expands dictionaries automatically: Any identified word can be added to a
dictionary at any time automatically. Any further occurrences of this word
will be recognized as correctly spelled.

Complete maintenance program: This program is used to create new dictionaries,
merge dictionaries, change words in dictionaries, etc. An alphabetized
secondary dictionary can be displayed or printed for examination.

Pricing:

proof/it: Complete package including manual and software on floppy diskette with
over 10,000 word dictionary, $125. Software on 5 megabyte hard disk pack with

over 30,000 word dictionary, add $100. Manual only, S10. Package runs on
Alpha Micro AM-100%* computer with 32K user memory and mass storage unit.

*Alpha Micro and AM-100 are trademarks of Alpha Microsystems.

Innovative computer software artists



datalab inc.

617 E. University, Suite 250
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48104 U.S.A.
313-995-0663

bU“d/ “ A Programmer’s Menu Design Package

General Description:

build/itt™ is a set of programs and files that allows a programmer to create
menus and screen formats. These menus and screen formats can then be executed
automatically from within AlphaBASIC* programs.

Using build/it a programmer can rapidly design professionally formatted,
screen-oriented programs that are easy to use. The menus and screen formats can
include permanent messages, status messages, and a variety of inputs - specified
by textual prompts and dot sequences — at any desired place on the screen. Items
to be selected, active lines, etc. can be enhanced in bright mode while the
remainder of the screen remains in dim mode.

Features:

Simple to use: All that is required for an AlphaBASIC program to use the screen
subroutines are a few variable declarations and GOSUB“s! The subroutines
control all input and output to and from the terminal. They are written in
AlphaBASIC and source code is provided.

Visual screen building: All screen images are entered into screen table files
through a screen building program that is easy to learn and use. Text strings
can be entered, and then moved anywhere by moving the cursor with use of a
specially designated "keypad”. During editing the screen image always appears
as it would if accessed by an AlphaBASIC program.

Full input/output control: A text string can be specified as permanent, as a
status message, or as an input specification. Activated inputs turn bright
for easy identification. Multiple text lines can be used for each input.
Status messages appear at the bottom of the screen and can be followed by an
input field. Full formatted input is used everywhere; overtype is impossible!

Sample Files: Several sample files are provided. These include a sample
AlphaBASIC program using the subroutines; several sample menus; and a sample
command file that can automatically execute the AlphaBASIC program.

Pricing:

build/it: Complete package including manual and software on floppy diskette,
$125. Manual only, $10. Software on 5 megabyte hard disk pack, add $100.

Package runs on Alpha Micro AM-100* computer with 32K user memory and mass
storage unit.

*Alpha Micro, AM-100 and AlphaBASIC are trademarks of Alpha Microsystems.

Innovative computer software artists



datalab inc.

617 E. University, Suite 250
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48104 U.S.A.
313-995-0663

bch/": A System Backup Package

General Description:

back/ittm is a set of three programs that will backup, restore and list .all files
that have changed since the last backup. Files are backed up on a compatible
user-selected medium (e.g. floppy diskette, hard disk, tape). The ID number of
the medium(s) that contain a file can be readily identified and the file restored
at any time. It is essentially impossible to make a mistake with this package.
Simplicity of use means that a system can be backed up more often with less
effort, and at lower cost. This is especially important with large disk storage
units, e.g. the Phoenix** drive. All programs are reentrant and written in
assembler.

Features:

Only changed files are backed up: A complete device scan determines which files
have changed since the last backup. Only those files are backed up. A backup
interrupted with a Control-C can later be resumed without backing up the same
files again!

Easy file restore: When files are backed up, their locatioan and current date are
stored. When a file is restored, the exact location is already known; no
fumbling with disks to find out where it is! back/it can provide an
inexpensive system for keeping permanent copies of all files. Further, if
back/it finds a file, that file has been backed up and can be erased.

All output mediums are identified: Whenever a new output medium is used, it is
checked to see if it has been used before. If not, it is initialized uniquely
for backups, and is assigned a number. Then back/it can assure that the
correct output medium is used!

No file is too large: If a file is backed up that is larger than space available
on the output medium, as much as possible will be written to the current
medium, then a new medium will be requested.

Screen—-oriented: For easy use, the backup and restoration procedures are fully
screen—oriented. The status of the backup is always fully displayed.

Pricing:
back/it: Complete package including manual and software on floppy diskette, $125.
Manual only, $10. Software on 5 megabyte hard disk pack, add $100. Package

runs on Alpha Micro AM-100* computer with 32K user memory and mass storage
unit.

* Alpha Micro and AM-100 are trademarks of Alpha Microsystems.
**Phoenix is a registered trademark of Control Data Corp.

Innovative computer software artists



NORTH AMERICA TITLE SERVICES

2223 West Loop South ® Houston, Texas 77027
713 871-1402 » 713 667-3021

IBM DATA EXCHANGE SOFTWARE

With this package you can dump data files or program files to/from your Alpha Micro
formatted disks (either hard disks of floppies) from/to an IBM 3740 format floppy
disk.

ASCII from/to EBCDIC translations are automatically performed. Any length record
from 1 to 128 characters can be transfered.

Included are seven assembly language subroutines called from a user AlphaBasic
program. These subroutines allow you to open an IBM floppy for input or output and
read and write data. These subroutines are used with a basic program which
controls the Alpha Micro file structure and any record reformatting.

This system is easy to use with over 30 installations. Some customization of the
basic programs provided is need to fit your application.

Price is $400.00. Al1 orders must be prepaid or COD. To order or request a the
documentation package write or call today. Make your checks payable to North
America Title Company.

11181 ATTENTION REMOTE ALPHA MICRO USERS - AUTO-BOOT IS HERE !!itll

AUTO-BOOT is designed from any modem or remote terminal connected to the Alpha
Micro with a RS-232 serial connection. AUTO-BOOT listens for the break key from
the terminal and will reset the system after giving a 1 minute audible alarm. We
have tested AUTO0-BOOT with Vadic modems and MI**2 modems. It is currently in use
with several other modems.

Price is $175.00 each. A1l orders must be prepaid or COD. To order or request
more information write or call today. Make your checks payable to Products
Diversified, Inc.

COMPLETE DEC VT100 TERMINAL DRIVER AVAILABLE

The new DEC VT100 family of terminals is now supported on the Alpha Micro. We have
available an excellent driver which provides you easy access to all of the terminal
attributes of this terminal. This drive will also work with any DEC VT100 look
alikes such as the Visual 100 terminal.

We believe that 132 column terminals are tremendous tools for many applications and
programs. Here is your chance to interface one to your Alpha Micro.

Price is $75.00. Al1 orders must be prepaid or COD. Special dealer prices
available. To order or request more information write or call today. Make your
checks payable to Products Diversified, Inc.

Eugene C. Platt Charles Williams
4834 Jason 2223 West Loop South B-35
Houston, Texas 77096 Houston, Texas 77027

(713) 666-8166 (713)871-1402
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FoxWare Systems Corporation announces three new utilities pack-
ages containing invaluable tools for Alpha Microsystems program-
mers. Included is a major new capability for accepting text
into a BASIC program, a simple but extremely versatile universal

menu generator and a varied package of new subroutines and pro-
grams.

INVUE (INPUT + VUE) 1is an assembly-language subroutine
which replaces the INPUT statement in a BASIC program
. .« « but with a big difference -- INVUE honors 18 of
the text editing commands familiar to VUE users! INVUE
also displays prompt lines and dynamically checks each
entered character against a variety of criteria in an
extremely flexible manner. Simplify your BASIC pro-
grams dramatically and give the poor keyboard operator
a powerful and familiar data entry environment at the
same time!

The COMENU (COmmon MENU) System 1is a set of easy-to-use
programs which allows the creation, running and effort-

less documentation of customized user menus. Unre-
stricted inter-linking of menus is allowed, and direct
access to the HELP function is provided. Create and

document a menu in less than five minutes!

Other utilities include a variety of text handling and process-
ing subroutines, handy routines for drawing lines and boxes fast
and a collection of aids to make the neglected programmer's 1life
easier and more productive. Sources for BASIC programs are
always provided; liberally-commented MACRO sources available for
most assembly-language programs and subroutines.

Send for price 1list and receive a free listing
of SMSORT.BAS -- a fast array sorting subroutine
you'll use often! Complete documentation (50+
pages) only $5.00. Dealer inquiries invited.

// \\
//| FoxWare Systems Corporation [\\
///] 17925-G Sky Park Circle  [\\\
A\ Irvine, CA 92714 \//7/
\\ | (714) 957-9332 1//
\\ //
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Dear ISAM USERS:

It has come to our attention that some ISAM users have
been having trouble using ISAM in a multi-user/multi-key
environment. We can help!

Starr Computer Systems, Inc. has been using ISAM exten-
sively for over two years. In that time we have devel-
oped some AlphaBasic routines to add, change, and delete
single or multiple key ISAM records with multiple users
accessing the same files. These routines NEVER MISS.
Your ISAM files will NEVER get scrambled if you use
these routines.

These routines REPORT ALL ERRORS. All non-zero ISAM ERF
function return codes, as well as non-zero FLOCK return
codes are trapped.

SAVE TIME AND MONEY! Get the benefit of our experience
with ISAM, without having to "learn by hard experience"
yourself.

For only $99.95, we will send you a listing of a sample
program containing our AlphaBasic ISAM routines, with
sample add, change, and delete code.

We also provide ISAM consulting on an hourly basis.
Sincerely,

Recharel ).

Richard J. Starr
President

1.2.0.0.0.0.9.0.0.9.9.0.0.0.0.0.2.0.0.9.8.0.0.0.2.0.0.0.0.0.0.9.0.0.2.0.0.¢
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Héy, Guys: Since a few of you bought my SABTEG program, I can afford to pay
the outrageous price this rag charges for another ad! (I can't make a living
this way--but it's fun to see my name in print.)

Basically, it is a file management device which permits you to label your directory so that
people other than the original programmer may find programs/subroutines that they need without
having to bother the author, or dig into the program/subroutine itself to see what it does.

If you have only a few major programs, and do not do much programming or file additions,
I would suggest that this is not for you. However, if you or others access many non-familiar
programs, files, subroutines, etc., an ANNOTATED DIRECTORY would be a great help.

I use it to keep track of the 70 or so major programs I am working on and have started a
subroutine file where I put all my reuseable subroutines. Naturally, the recognizable
permutations of 8 characters is limited, so the one-line explanations are a great help (can
be modified to several lines).

+ > > Even "Lose" a program on subroutine because you couldn't remembern the name?? « <« <
Ever do a DIR *.BAS/W and then wish you could remember what they all do???7?

WOULD YOU LIKE A DIRECTORY ORGANIZER WHICH WOULD EXHIBIT EXPLANATORY LABELS ?

THIS IS IT ! ($25 for floppy source)

By typing **GETBAS** you:

1. Massage your DIRECTORY bringing any new programs into alphabetical order.

2. Merge your newly alphabetized file with an existing ANNOTATED file.

3. Print out an alphabetized ANNOTATED DIRECTORY.

(new programs will stand out as unlabeled) unless (see 4)
New programs/subroutines appear in alphabetical order ready to be labeled
01d Tabels remain or can be modified/eliminated using VUE.

4. If you use a standard line # or line in all your basic programs which includes your
program name and description, it will read your program and print that first line
with name and description in the ANNOTATED DIRECTORY, thus saving you the trouble of
re-describing it and updating descriptions on modified files as they change over time.

5. Files which have been erased are dropped from the annotated list.

YoU CAN ALSO ANNOTATE YOUR COMMAND FILES AND YOUR DATA FILES

So type **GETDAT** on **GETCMD** and those f§ilLes will be massaged and
similarn files *FALPDAT**  and **ALPCMD** will be produced ready to Label.

If you don't use Tline numbers and want to enable automatic annotation instead of looking
for Tine #9 like I do, look for your file name (wherever you hide it), and use that
successful compare to print the line.

ALSO, included for your amusement is a sample program (very short) which demonstrates one
of the more unique features of your Alpha Micro. It can examine keyboard input as it is
entered (key by key) thus limiting possible errors and frustrating deliberate sabotage.

NOTE that YOU DO NOT NEED TO PRESS RETURN to access/control the computer . . . . making
displays nearly instantaneous and much more professional

TRY IT . « . YOU'LL LIKE IT !

If you don't know or can't find out how to do similar magic, send $25 and one Wheaties Box-
top to me and I will send you the Boschen short course in single-step replete with useful
examples, dull witticisms, misspellings and possibly more advertising. Hank Boschen--

1107 - 12th Street, Boulder, CO 80302
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*% Alpna Accounting Users **

Menu driven utility progrems are now available to
assist you in analyzing and recovering damaged
accounting data files. Errors handled include bad
control values; illegal data types in key fields
(letters where numbers should be, and so on);
duplicate, hidden or out of order records; and all
index file errors including missing files. Makes
all records accessible to the normal accounting
programs - even recovers inadvertent deletions.

In addition to error checking, all control block
parameters are available for modification - you
can, for example, switch the general ledger
interface flags without reinitializing your
system. Audit treil integrity is preserved,
however, by not permitting dollar amount changes.
These utilities are not mcdified Alpha Accounting
programs. They do not fix any accounting program
bugs, nor do they replace any accounting functions.
They do complement the accounting system by
providing presently unavailable functions. Covers
major files in accounts receivable, payable, and
payroll. Prices available upon request.

Ryan Consulting
25021 la Cresta Dr., #A

Dana Point, CA 92629
(71k) L93-0306

¥R K X ¥ K F X X X *

CUSTOM SOFTWARE SERVICES
Whether your needs are for a single program, a
complex system, or modifications to existing
programs, I can help you at a reasonable cost.

Please write or phone me concerning your needs.
You will be glad you did.

R. Joseph Ward
234 Grandridge Court

Ventura, CA 93003
(805) 642-4258

¥R K KK X K F X X X

USED EQUIPMENT
AM 1030-01
Hawk Drive, Chasis, 6ik Piiceon (2), AM500, AMLOO,
AM300, 7 Hawk disk packs. For more information,
call:
John Dalton
(512) 682-T945

R B R I

DOCUMENTATION TRANSIATION

William Behn translates all documentation and
system output to French and is beginning a
Spanish version.

Computer Boutique
149 Ave. de Wagram
75017 Paris
Tel. 754.9%.33
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USED EQUIPMENT

Teletype Model 4O 300 lpm printer with Full ASCII,
in cabinet, RS-232 serial interface.

Microbyte Computer Systems
2626 Union Avenue
San Jose, CA 95124
(L08) 377-4685

¥R K R K K K K K X ¥

HELP WANTED

Honolulu Alpha Micro Dealer is looking for a
hardware/software person with a degree in
Electronics Enginkering or equivalent. Please
send resume to:

Chuck Portwood
P.P.C.C.
2600 S. King, #207
Honolulu, HI 96826
(808) 955-0739

LR IR R N S

DATA BASE MANAGEMENT SYSTEM

Create simple information systems in minutes
with REDBAL(tm) relational DBMS. Enter,
sort, merge, select and print data. Offers
report generator, variable-length string and
paragraph fields, AlphaBASIC copy facility,
extensive documentation, Over 50
installations worldwide. Source code and
manual on AMS diskette $175. Manual $25.
See full-page description in Aug or Sept 1980
Newsletter.

American business Data Systems
890 Osos

San Lu.s Obispo, CA 93401
805-543-5487
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USED EQUIPMENT
Alpha Micro Computer System

AMI00, 64k, Soroe 120 CRT, AMP200, AM300, Wangco/
Orbis 87 Dual Disk Drive, TI810 Printer.

Optional Software - Accounts Receivable, General
ledger, Mailing lLabels, Check Register, Payroll,
Work-In-Progress

Two years old, Excellent Condition

b.c.s. Computer Systems
7394 Franklin Street
Pella, Iowa 50219
(515) 628-9295
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WANTED

Looking for AM-100 or AM-100T processor boards,
new or used.

Alex Begin
Birmingham Data Systems
T335 Deep Run
Birmingham, MI 48010
(313) 6k2-7512
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DIABLO & NEC DRIVERS

Dunn, Moore & Associates has drivers for the NEC
and Diablo printers, which, coupled with our
print utilities, greatly enhance the word
processing capabilities of the Alpha Miecro.

Full 1200 baud bi-directional printing with
underlining, super-scripting, subscripting and
special character sets are enabled, along with
page selection in lengthy documents.

Pat Seitsinger
Dunn, Moore & Associates
1401 E. Bridge
Brighton, CO 80601
(303) 659-1335
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ATTENTION A-M OWNERS

Business Products Services, the computer maintenance
specialists, is now offering service in the Denver
area, as well as Phoenix and Tuecson, Arizona.

SERVICE IS OUR BUSINESS.
As a member of the Alpha-Serv Network, we offer:

Highly trained professional technicians.
Competitive prices.

Close parts support from Alpha-Micro.

2 hour response time guaranteed.
Regular periodic maintenance.
Maintenance contracts.

Time & material service.

For more information, call:
Denver, 303-659-9031

Phoenix, 602-966-1192
Tucson, 602-623-9018

From the editor.....

You may notice a considerable difference in the
quality of my type this month. That's because it's
typed (on one of THOSE machines), and AMOS has me
so spoiled I can't type anymore.

S0.....letters, and all the various assundry other
things I usually type for this thing will be
postponed until my disk drive is off the sickie
list.

The March newsletter will contain ballots for next
year's Board of Directors and Officers. Be sure
to get your ballot in and counted.

On another note, the AMUS Staff would like to begin
publishing information which will be useful to our
end users. All this technical baloney is nice, but
there are lots of things you people are curious
about and would like more information on. If you
will plee=e just drop me a note, I'll either write
{or find someone to write) up something for the
newsletter.

Thank you to all the nice people who send me camera-
ready ads and letters. It sure makes my job easier.
Anyone who wishes to submit articles, letters, etc.,
in print-ready format, please use a linesize of 45
with a 10 characters per inch printer. Justify the
right margin, send it to me, and it's ready to print.

Please remember that anything printed in this
newsletter is not necessarily the opinion of AMUS,
even when it comes from me. An advertised product
is not endorsed by AMUS, nor have we been in a
position to test the product.

Now that you understand that, I'm going to express
an opinion and a word of caution. As we all know,
Alpha Micro makes a good computer and designs
interfaces which allows the use of peripherals such
as disk drives, terminals, printers, etc. They test
this equipment thoroughly and support you if it
doesn't work (through your dealer, of course).
Anyone who attempts to hook anything else to an
Alpha Micro is asking for the results they will
surely get.

I'm not going to be specific, but I hear horror
stories every day from people who have attempted to
"hink up" a system. The results have been
disastrous! The system doesn't work, and there is
no one to support them,

Please make sure you are dealing with reputable
people and that the equipment they are selling you
is supported by Alpha Micro.

Now, I'll get off my soap box. Have a good month,
and keep the letters coming.

Pat

some organizations, the wunexpected not

only happens, it turns up almost on schedule,
like clockwork.



NEWS RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Omnisoft, an international association of established
software vendors, has formed to promote member's products and to
provide its members with a number of unioue services.

A unigue software encryption board., Omnilock., will be used
with all member software +to insure that unauthorized use or
duplication of software will not occur. “he use of Omnilock will

also be made available to other software developers usine the
Alpha Micro computer.

The members of Omnisotft are committed to wvproducine machine
independant software products. viembers of Omnisoft are also
developing software standards which will allow data to be created
and exchanged among any of the member nroducts.

Omnisoft members curently provide Uata DBase wmanagement
systems, Telecommunications systems. Word processing systems.
financial mwmodeling, software development tools, timesharing
billing and security systems. and languages (APL. COBOL., FORLH.
FORTRAN ‘['().

founding members of Omnisoft are: Absoft in Birmingham, WMI
Angusgelow, Ltd. of London. kEngland; CompuwWest in Los Anpeles. CA:
Dravac, Ltd, in Mahwah. NJ; ECCSYS Corvoration in Boulder. CO;
Larry White Computer Services in Pasadena. CA; Khalsa Research
Corporation in Pasadena, CA; Micro Concents in tullerton, CA; and
Softworks. Limited in Chicaro., IL.

Omnisoft will host a hospitality suite at the NCC in Chicago
next May.

For additional information concerning Omnisoft member's
produces, or the OUmnilock ©protection board, contact Omnisoft
International Headquarters., /12 Wilshire Boulevard. beverly
Hills, CA 9u211., or phone (21%) 557=1'("(0



ALPHA MICRO USERS SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP FORM

Please fill out as much information as possible.

Name o Company

Address _ City
State Zip Code

Business Phone Home Phone

Circle one: Own Lease Thinking
Check all applicable: Dealer OEM

User: Corporate Individual

Describe equipment: _

AMUS may use my name for mailing lists
Make checks payable to AMUS
Annual dues are $35.00 per member.

For more information call Sharon Greene at 303/449-6917 or
write AMUS.



ARPPLICATION TO MAIL AT SECOND-CLASS

AMUS rorans | mares fx reena o
934 pearl, suite b
Boulder, CO 80306



