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Shared Database Systems for the 
Office/Workgroup Environment 

Britton Lee provides the solution to the prob­
lem of sharing data among multi-vendor computer 
systems with four systems, the BL300 Shared 
Database System, Models 20, 25 , 40 and 60. 

All Britton Lee Shared Database Systems pro­
vide data sharing between PCs, workstations, 
minicomputers, and mainframes via LANs or di­
rect connections. Providing 100% software com­
patibility with the BL 700, the BL300 series utilizes 
industry standards like SQL, SCSI and Ethernet 
LAN to provide a modular design and a flexible 
path for expansion within the series as well as 
across series boundaries to the BL 700 and BL8000 
sen es. 

By utilizing a dedicated processor and dedi-

cated disk storage to offload the CPU and 1/0-
intensive DBMS activity from the users applica­
tion system to the BL300, overall system through­
put increases and response time is reduced. This 
workload distribution makes more processing 
power available to other users at a fraction of the 
cost of a general purpose computer. 

The BL300 also acts as a centralized storage 
location, allowing a number of applications on a 
variety of computer systems to access a common 
database simultaneously via SQL. 

Britton Lee offers a complete set of software 
tools ranging from screen generators and report 
writers, to 4GLs and programmatic interfaces, for 
a variety of popular computer systems. 
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BL300: 
A Britton Lee System provides a number of 

impo rtant ad vantages not ava ilable through othe r 
means. A common centra li zed database can be 
shared by many users from di ffe rent appli cati ons 
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Solving the Problem of Database 
Sharing Among Multi-Vendor 
Computer Systems 

on a varie ty of di ss imil ar compute r types. Shared 
data is current and acc urate so a ll users ope rate 
with the lates t info rmati on. Sec urity of corporate 
data is ma inta ined as the Shared Database System 
enforces compl ete access protection to the table 
and column leve l. Fina ll y, as the 1/0-intens ive 
work is performed by the Shared Database Sys­
tem, the users, appli cation computers can produce 
more work generall y at a lower overall cost. 

All BL300 se ries Shared Database Systems 
include the BL300 database processor, 4 Mbytes 
of RAM , IDM RDBMS , network interface proc­
essor, di sk and tape processors, I /4" cartridge 
tape , and a minimum confi g uratio n of dedicated 
di sk. Se lec ting the right system fo r your require­
ments is a simple process of determining the 
number of users, the size of the database, and the 
overall ac ti v ity of the system . 
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BL300 Model 20 
Housed in a compact tower package, the 

BL300 Model 20 operates on I I 5V power and is 
the entry-level Britton Lee system. While com­
pact in size. the BL300 Model 20 offers the same 
relat ive RDBMS performance as a ded icated 
V AXTM 8600 running a software-only RDBMS! 

BL300 Model 25 
The BL300 Model 25 uses the same tower 

package as the BL300 Model 20 but employs a 
high-speed 300 Mbyte 5 1/4" disk with an embed­
ded SCSI controller, providing a 301/r increase in 
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SpecialPCPackage -i 
A special software bundle will be 

offered at a reduced rate with BL300 
Model 20 and BL300 Model 25 
Shared Database Systems. This 
package consists of IDMIRDBMS, 
PC Host Software, and PC!SQL 
Link. See your nearby Britton Lee 
sales representative for details. 

performance. BLJOO Model 60 
Uti lizing the same cabinetry and peripherals 

BL300 M odel 40 as the BL700series, the BL300 Model 60 includes 

Avai lable with an optional 6250 bpi 9-track 
reel-to-reel tape drive and two 400 Mbyte IBM 
disks, the BL300 Mode l 40 is housed in a 40" 
cabinet and operates on I I SY power. A major 
benefit of the BL300 Model 40 is the data ex­
change capability of the optional 9-track reel-to­
reel tape, either between existing BL300 and 
BL 700 Series systems or host computers. 
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a 6250 bpi tape drive and two 439 Mbyte (5 IS 
Mbyte unformatted) disk drives and controllers. 
Offering nearly two times the overall perform­
anceofthe BL300 Mode l 20, the BL300 Model 60 
is the fastest of the B L300 series and offers a total 
capacity of 3.5 Gbytes. The BL300 Model 60 can 
easily be upgraded to either a BL 700 or BL8000 
Series system while preserving all the cabinetry 
and peripherals. 

BL300 mod 60 A wide \'ariety of 

( 1.8) pe1forma11ce and storage 
capacities are a\·ailahle 
within rhe BL300 Shared 
Darahase System series . 
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Space Requirements 

Model 20/25 40 

Height 25 inches 40 inches 
Width 8 inches 30 inches 
Depth 23 inches 27 inches 
Weight 85 lbs. 300 lbs. 

Disk Capacity (Mbytes) 

Model 20 25 40 

Std. Disk 63 300 400 
Max. Disk 126 600 800 

60 

60 inches 
44 inches 
36 inches 
1,300 lbs. 

60 

880 
3,500 

Environmental Requirements 

Altitude 
Temperature 
Relative Humidity 

11 ,000 to +9 ,000 feet 
50° to 95° 
20 to 80% 

Power Requirements 

Models 20/25: 6A max, 2.4A typical @ 115V. 
Model 40: 14A max., 5.5A typical@ l 15V. 
Model 60: 208/220V, 1,600 Watts max . 

StandardF eatures 
Dedicated Database Processor 
4Mbytes RAM 
Tape Processor 
Di sk Processor 
l/4"cartridge tape 

OptionalF eatures 
Ethernet Comm. Processor 
8-32 RS -232 ports 
63M di sk (Model 20) 
300M disk (Model 25) 
400 M di sk (Model 40) 
1-6 440 M di sk (Model 60) 

Britton Lee Sales Of fices 

Corporate Offices 
14600 Winchester Bl. 
Los Gatos, CA 95030 
(800) 372-7111 
In Califo rnia : 
(800) 624-6426 

Eastern Region 
Melville, NY 
(5 16) 293-0022 

Federal Systems 
Arlington, VA 
(703) 247-3650 

Midwestern Region 
Naperville, IL 
(3 12) 357-6560 

Southfield, MI 
(3 13) 354-1690 

Western Region 
Manhattan Beach, CA 
(2 13) 318-7009 

Telecomm. Group 
Bridgewater, NJ 
(20 1) 685 -0002 

St. Louis, MO 
(3 14) 862-05 18 

South western Region 
Dallas , TX 
(2 14) 980-9961 

Britton Lee (Europe) Ltd. 
Windsor Berkshire 
England 
44 7 5 3 840900 

Asia/Pacific Division 
Los Gatos, CA 
(408) 378-7000 

FOR INFORMATION CALL 

NORM ZARESKI 
BRITTON LEE, INC. 

111 N. SEPULVEDA BLVD. 
SUITE 250 

MANHATTAN BEACH, CA 90266 
f21.3) ~18-7"()9 
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