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DIGITAL SOFTWARE NEWS
FOrR THE PDP-8 aND THE PDP-12

Digital Software News for the PDP-8 & PDP-12 is designed to
provide users of PDP-8 and PDP-12 software with up to date
information on software problems, programming notes, and

new and revised software. Each article, other than announcements
and documentation corrections, is coded sequentially by system
program in the lower right corner for ease in maintaining a
quick reference file. The original material for such a file

is supplied in the Software Performance Summary for the PDP-8

& PDP-12. This publication which is placed in each basic
software kit, is a collection of all current information on
known software problems, patches, and programming notes. As
new versions correct software problems and obsolete patches,
and reprinted manuals include programming notes and manual
corrections, new articles in the Digital Software News will
announce the revised software and specify by code which article
should be removed from your Software Performance Summary file.
Articles may also be replaced when new Information becomes
available; such as, procedure to circumvent a problem may
replace the original report of the problem. All articles in the
Digital Software News which should be added to your file will
be appropriately coded.

Any questions or problems on the articles contained in these
publications or concerning the use of Digital's software should
be reported to the Software Specialist or Sales Engineer at
your nearest Digital Office.

Additional copies of the current Software Performance Summary

and updated issues of the PDP-8 and PDP-12 software price

lists are available at no charge upon request from the Software
Distribution Center. As with usual orders for software, the Soft-
ware Distribution Center will accept orders received directly from
U.S. customers. All other customer orders must be routed through
the nearest Digital Representative.
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SPECIAL NOTE:

0S/8 pIP

Erroneous Address in published patch

An article OS/8PIP 1 in. this newsletter concerning a correction
to 0S/8 PIP was previously published. 'I'ne patch was to correct a

problem in compressing files with the TD8E system. Un-
fortunately, the address was printed incorrectly. The patch
indicated that location 51352 was to be altered from @177

to f#171. That should be location 15352.

The correct patch follows:
GET SYS PIP

. ODT

15276/7628 7640
15352/8177 g171
AcC

. SAVE SYS PIP

To renlace
0s/8 pPIP 1



EduSystem PDP-8 SOFTWARE

Loading Instructions for Systems with Hardware Bootstraps

Users who have as part of their EduSystem configuration,
an item called a Hardware Bootstrap, should note the fol-
lowing instructions to be followed during loading pro-
cedures:

A. Loading from PAPER TAPE (high or low speed):

1. Set SR to 5356

2. Flip "SW" key on console panel.
B. Loading from DISC (DF32 or RF08)

1. Set SR to 5350

2. Flip "SW" key on console panel.
C. Loading from DECTAPE (TCOl or TCO08)

1. Set SR to 0600

2. Flip "SW" switch on conscle panel.

The above instructions replace that portion of the loading
routine which includes the RIM loader, in the existing
manuals.

EDUSYSTEM 2



0S/8 LOADER (DEC-S8-OLLDA-A)

Patch to correct the two-page buffer allocation algorithm

This problem can cause errors when doing I/0 with two-page
handlers at run-time. The following ODT patch will correct
this problem:

.GET SYS LOADER
.ODT

#1312/UNUSED 1765
$1313/UNUSED 7106
$1314/UNUSED 7620
$#1315/UNUSED 5321
$#1316/UNUSED 1326
#1317/UNUSED 3254
#1320 /UNUSED 5262
#1321 /UNUSED 1765
#1322/UNUSED 6201
$1323/UNUSED 6212
§1324/UNUSED 5725
$1325/UNUSED 7474
#1326/UNUSED 1321

17472/1351 6202
17473/6281 5752
17552/UNUSED 1312

TC

.SAVE SYS LOADER

0S/8 LOADER 1



RTPS FORTRAN IV

Patch to enable support of a 120 characters/line line printer

The RTPS FORTRAN IV run—~time system can support an 0S/8
compatible 120 character/line line printer by adding the
following patch to FORIO.SV:
LOCATION OLD CONTENTS NEW CONTENTS
2571 7660 7610

After changing the location, run EZGEN as usual to include
the new line printer handler.

RTPS FORTRAN 16



RTPS FORTRAN IV

Patch for error with Unformatted Writes

When performing an unformatted write from a buffer starting
at location 74@fP of any field, RTPS FORTRAN causes an e€rror.
This problem is independent of loader allocation of requested
files. Because users generally do not know where their
buffers are, the following patch is suggested for those who
have lengthy programs and/or several devices declared at

load time (D option) requiring unformatted writes. Add the
patch using EPIC as follows:

.R EPIG)

*FORRTS ,FT<¢/1$ /Edit FORRTS.FT

R, 34¢ /Read block 34
0,147L /Open location 147
2356/5366y /Change it to 5366
0,166¥ /Open location 166
XXXX/2356 <= /Change it to 2356
XXXXZ7000“7 /Change 167 to 7000
XXXX/2354 = /Change 170 to 2354
XXXX/7000 = /Change 171 to 7000
XXXX75351¢ /Change 172 to 5351
Wy /Write the block
EY /Exit EPIC edit

*4C /Return to 0S/8

Note: -7 means type LINE FEED: J means type RETURN
$ means type ALTMODE

RTPS FORTRAN 17



TSS/8 INIT

Correction to prevent improper loading of INIT tape

INIT contains it's own binary loader for TSS/8 building
purposes; therefore, attempting to load it into the same
field as the binary loader will cause the binary loader
to be overlayed and hence "crash". To load INIT properly,
use the binary loader in a field other than the field in-
to which you wish to load INIT.

TsSs/8 1
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