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DEC STD 165 REV. A

DEC STANDARD 165

Standard For Documentation Symbology
Decembec 1977
Sublications Standacds Subcommittee

ABSTRACT

This standacd defines charactec names,
special key names, and notation
conventions that ace to be used in user
documentation.

The information in this documen: is subject to change
without notice and should not be construed as a
commitment by Digital Equipment Corpocation.  Digital

ion assumes no ibility foc any
eccors that may appeac in this document.

Copycight ()1977 by Digital Equipment Cocporation
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1.8 INTRODUCTION

1.1 Goals

e To promote documentation compatibility in the following acea

1. Chacacter Naming - standacd names foc all pcinting chacacters,
to be used when the character itself must be singled out for
attention.

2. special Key Repcesentation - standacd graphic cepcesentation
of special keys and multiple key combinations; standacd names
foc these keys and cepresentations.

3. Notation comentions - standacd gaphic cepcesentation of

otation in command strings and othec examples of computec
mpu:/nutput.

e To define a standacd usage of symbols and names that is meaningful
to customecs

e To ensuce consistency in ouc documentation

1.2 Scope

This standacd applies to all departments that are involved in the
creation oc production of menuals. These depactments include, bt ace
not limite

e Softwace Publications

e softwace Development

e Production Groups

e Softwace Secvices

o Educational Services

® Softwace Quality Management

e sSoftware Product Management

e Technical Publications

1.3 History of Previous Standacdization Efforts

Pcior to its approval as a DEC Standacd, this standacd was a policy of
Softwace Publications.

i i
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1.4 Related Cuccent Standacds

e Standacd for Indexes, Appendixes, Running Heads, and Section
Numbecing for Softwace Documentation Manuals:
STD 1

DEC
e Focmat Standacd for Manuals Produced on Typeset Media:
DEC STD 124
e Standacd foc Updating Softwace Manuals: DEC STD 143.
e Focmat Standacd foc Manuals Produced on Non-Typeset Media:

005-883-326-nn.

e Reyboacd Standacd: DEC STD 187

ANSI X3.4-1977 ASCII and DEC STD 851

e ANSI X3.32 Graphic Repcesentation of the Control Character of ASCII

1SO 646 7-bit coded Charactec Set

1.5 Future Standacds Activities

This standacd will be updated as needed.

2.0 CONFORMANCE

Upon approval of this standard, weiting and production groups will
conform when crezting new manuals. No manual already existing should
be cedone simply to conform to this standacd.

Socuments being pactially updated should remain consistent with theic
present symbology.

If no symbology exists in the manual being modified and the changes
, that should be in with this

standacd.

3.6 DEPINITION OF THE STANDARD
The definition of the standacd is divided into thcee pacts:
1. Chacactec naming
2. Rey naming
3. Notation conventions

The definition of the standard follows.
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PART I

CHARACTER NAMING STANDARDS

This pact states the appropciate tecm to cafec to a chacactec within
the text. Foc all non-pcinting chacacters, the names used ace the
chacactec names given in the intecnational code standacd ISO 646.
wWhen cefeccing to a key cc its action, follow Pact II. Thus Cacciage
Retucn is vhe chacacter name; RETURN is the name of the key.

The names of the chacacters identify the chacactecs; the names do not
identify the functions of the characters.

Chacracter Name
Space
. Peciod - when used in any sense bu% acithmetic.
example: In n_eoy command st:ing, filename and file
ace sepacat:d by a peciod, as in
BTt

Radix point - when used with non-decimal numbecs in an
acithmetic sense.

Example: The octal number is expressed as nnnn, with
an_ implied cadix point; e.g., the numbec
1234 expcesses the value 1.234.

Decimal point - when used with decimal numbers in an
arithmetic sense.

Example: The numbec is expcessed as nnnn, with an
implied decimal point; e.g., the numbec
3141 expresses the value 3141.90.

. Comma

/ Slash

H Question mack
: Colon

i Semicolon

T...7 oc '...' Single quotation macks

Example: A quotation within a quotation is enclosed
in single quotation macks.

Left single quotation mack - when used to ceference the
mack itself
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Example: To illustrate a gquotation within a
quotation, entec a left single quotation
, text, and then a cight single

quotation mack.

Right single quotation mack - when used to refecence
the mack itself.

Example: To illustrate a quotation within a
quotation, enter a left single quotation
mack, the text, and then a cight single
quotation mack.

Single quotation mack - when used to refecence the mack
itself in a non-grammatical sense.

Example: Strings preceded and followed by a single

quotation mack ace stoced right justified.
Apostcophe - when used in a grammatical sense.
Example: The possessive case of the noun

persor
expressed as pecson's, is formed by addmg
an apostcophe and an s to the noun.

Grave accent
Quotation marks

Example: A ion is enclosed in macks.

Left quotation mack - when used to ceference tne mack
itself.

Example: To illustrate a quotation, enter the left
quotation mack, the text, and then the
cight quotation mack.

Right quotation mack - when used to cefecence the mark

itse.

Example: To illustrate a quotation, enter the left
tation mack, the text, and then the
cight quotation mack.

Quotation mack - when used to ceference the mack

Example: To entecr literal text, type a gquotation
mack followed by the text.

Exclamation point

At sign

Example: An irdicect file is indicated by typing an
at sion (@) befoce the name.
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t Number sign
s Dollac sign

+ Peccent sign

¢ Cent sign

& Ampecsand

* Astecisk

« Left pacenthesis

) Right pacenthesis
€ Left squace bracket
1 Right squace bracket
Undecline
- Hyphen - when used in any sense but arithmetic.

Example: Parametecs in the statement ace separated
by hyphens; e.g., CALL acgl-acg2-arg3.
Minus sign - when used in an acithmetic sense.
Example: Use of a minus sign in a statement implies
that subtraction is to be pecformed; e.g.,

‘acgl-acg2' implies that the value of acg2
is to be subtcacted from the value of acgl.

- Bu dasn

- En dash

+ Plus sign

= Equal sign

# Not-equal sign
€ Left brace

} Right brace

- Back-accow

- Ciccumlex

: Up-aczow
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Down-ac oW
Fcont-accow

Left angle bcacket - when used in any sense but
acithmetic.
Example: In RUNOFF, a word preceded by a left angle
bracket is printed as all capital lettecs;
e.g., <dec is printed as DEC.
Less-than sign - when used in an arithmetic sense.
Example: Inequality can be expcessed using the
less-than sign; e.g., the term argl<acg2
means that the value Of acgl is less than
the value of acg2.

Right angle bcacket - when used in any semse but
arithmetic.

Example: In ESK-lID, the -ight angle bracket is
typed as a pcompt to indicate that the
system is ceady o receive typed mpuv
e.9.; the typeolt %2> indicates tha: MCR
input can be type

Greater-than sign - when used in an acithmetic sense.

Example: Ineguality can be expcessed using the
greater-than sign; e.g., the tecm arg2>acgl
means that the value of acg2 is greatec
than the value of acgl.

Sceatec-than-oc-equal sign
Less-than-oc-equal sigr
Backslazh

Vectical line

Tilde

Pound sign (English cuccency)
Lozenge

Cuccency symbol (Intecnational)
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PART I

KEY (FUNCTION) NAMING STANDARDS

This pact pcovides the appcopciate symbol to indicate that a
pacticulac terminal key is to be pcessed. These symbols ace mainly
used in commar” line descriptions and examples. The symbols in this
pact have been chosen to coccespond to the che-:-ctecs found on the
keys. Thecefore, these symbols confocm to the DEC Keyboacd Standacd
(DEC STD 187) in prefecence to ISO 646-1973 oc ANSI X3.4-1977.

These symbols ace to be used in printed manuals. In documents whece
these symbols ace not feasible (e.g., drafts, functional specs), these
Symbols ace to be enclosed in angle brackets instead of being
contained in an oval

SYMBOL FOR SYMBOL FOR  MEANING
USE IN PRINTED USE IN AND
KEY MANUALS DRAFTS EXAMPLE
RETURN GD <RET> Whecevec possible, use of the

RETURN Kkey should be implied
cathec than expressed. Foc
example, it is advisable
(when true) to state that
"all user input nmust be
tecminated by pcessing the
RETURN key, except whece
othecwise indicated.” In
cases whece it is not obvious
that the RETURN key must be
pressed, the symbol should be
used.

Example:
R PIP (&)
<LF> When the LINE FEED key must

be pressed, use the symbol to
denote the

LINE FEED

Example:
INSERT ARGL(WDARG2

CTRL @ <CTRL/X> Whenever the CTRL key and
anothec key must be pcessed
at the same time, denote the
combination as CTRL/X.

ample: At the end of the
input text, entec a CTRL/Z to
indicate the end-of-file.
Foc exam

...At THE END@GED
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dhen the TAB key must be
peessed, use the symbol
denote the fact. Do nnt
delimit the symbol with
spaces unless they ace meant
to be enteced as spaces.

Example:
NAME (&) ADDRESS

Wien the RUGOUT or DELSTE
key mus: be pressed, use the

symbol to denote the fact.

Howevec, do not use the

symbol when showing actual

echoed  output

tecminal.

Example:
RNU (D)
echoes_as

RNU\UN\UN.

When the ESC oc ALT key
must be pcessed, use the
symbol to denote the fact.

Example:
B GO
When the FE key must be

cessed, use the symbol to
denote the fact.

Exampl

END OF PAGE (D

Whenevec the SHIFT key and
anothec key must be pressed
at the same time, denote the
combination as SHFT/x

Exam i
To tyve the §
character, press@id)
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Whecevec possible, use of the

hach acises to indieake tnat
the space bac must be
pcessed, or that one oc¢ moce
spaces must be enteced, use
the symbol to denote each
space.

Examp

NS D o vow

Whenevec the VT key must be
pressed, use the symbol to
denote the fa

Note that documentation desctibes keys os being pressed, not depressed

or
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PART III
NOTATION CONVENTIONS STANDARDS

This pact illustrates the symbols to be used in a command line when
cectain ftems ace cequiced, vacisble, optional ot a cholce of the

In addition, this section discusses how fo diffecentiate
be:ueen usec input and machine output.

Symbols Meaning
Chacactecs enclosed in these special squace bcackets
indicate optional infocmation that can be omitted from a

command stcing without affecting the basic meaning. These
special brackets are chosen to avoid confusion with the
standacd ASCII chacactecs ( and |. when these symbols ace
used to denote options, the coccesponding default options
must be desccibed in accompanying text.

Example: .R SOS-file.typ H_}uoem]

he /NOBAK switch is omitted, a backup file
is cceated For the £ris specified by file.typ.

This symbol is to be used in printed manuals.  In
docunents unere this symbol is not feasible (e.g., drates,
functional specs), the equivalent symbol can be created by

typing an upper-case I over a bracket.
Example: .R SOS-file.typ H:/IIOBM]

tt Chacactecs enclosed in braces indicate a {equxted choice;

i.e., any pacametec enclosed in braces can be used with a
pacticulac command, with diffecent effects (which must be
Sxblained in accompanying text) .

Example: .LOAD prog/AT: {mPn
BTH(
wheci: TOP = load pcogcam fcom top of memocy
downwacd
BTM = load program from bottom of memocy
upwa
This symbol is to be used in printed manuals. In
documents where this symbol is not Feasivle (o g., deafts,
functional specs), a set of bcaces one line in height
enclose the entice list of cequiced choices.

Example: .LOAD pcog/AT: {TOP
BTM}

diigiltial
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Lowec-case chacacters presented in a command St i
indicate vaciabie infocmation to be supplied by the uset.
The possible cange of values must be supplied in
acconpanying text-

Example: #LPn:*.*=DHn:*.*

whece n is a unit numbec (8 or 1 for LP, 9
theough 7 foc DK) .

ppe h command  stcing
Indicate Eixed (literal) infocmation that must be entered
exactly as shown. Note that fixed infocmation (e.g.,

commands, switches) should not be atbreviated in a command
stcing, especially in a batch command stcing.

example: .R PIP
Chacacters  undeclined ia an example denote those

ampl.
chacacters that the usec enteced; the usec muSt assume
that charactecs 1ot unaeclined constitute computec output.

[Note: In some cases, foc example, editing progcams, the
catio of usec input to machine output may be vecy high,
causing ceadability problems when undeclining. In such

caces, it is acceptable to underline machine output, but
that fact must be called out in accompanying text.]

Example: The commard used to kill a page of a file using
TECO is:

8K

When a manual is pcinted in two colocs, the coloc that 1s

sed foc the textual matecial is consideced the
contrasting coloc. In examples, the contcasting coloc
denotes those characters that the usec enteced; the user
must assume that in an example the meomanon not in the
contrasting coloc constitutes computer output.  (NOTE:

using contrasting colors, do not use the undecline
convention.]

Example: The command used to kill a page of a file using
TECO is:

*HK  In case you can't tell, "HK" is pcinted in
the contcasting coloc .
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