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[57] ABSTRACT

A vector generator having a dlgxtal input and a cathode
ray tube (CRT) display output is disclosed. Dlgltal
values specifying the initial point of the line segment in

Cartesian coordinates are converted to proportional
voltages applied across the capacitors of two identical
resistance-capacitance networks which control the
positioning of the CRT beam. A second pair of digital
values defining the length and direction of the line
segment with respect to the initial point are normalized
digitally by left shifts until the larger of the pair equals
or exceeds a normalization constant. The normalized
values are added to the initial point coordinates, and
the sums are then converted to proportional voltages
applied to the resistors of the two networks. Simulta-
neously, a timer preset during the normalization opera-
tion is started and the CRT beam is turned on to start
the drawing of the line segment. As a result of the
normalization, the voltages applied to the RC networks
are larger than needed to draw the segment. Conse-
quently, the beam will be turned off by the timer well
before the outputs of the RC networks reach the ap-
plied voltages. Thus, line segments of widely differing
lengths are drawn at a normalized fast rate and are
displayed at a normalized uniform visual intensity on
the CRT.

8 Claims, 6 Drawing Figures
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VECTOR GENERATOR

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to apparatus and
method for converting digital information into line
segment displays on a cathode ray tube display. More
particularly, the present invention provides electronic
apparatus and method capable of converting digital
information into visual line segments of normalized
uniform visual intensity on a cathode ray tube display
regardless of segment length and without variation of
the CRT beam current.

While a variety of vector generators for converting
digital information into line segments for visual display
is known in the prior art, many generators utilizing
cathode ray tube displays were characterized with
drawbacks relating to the need to vary the beam cur-
rent to maintain a visual display of uniform intensities
for line segments of differing lengths. Those drawbacks
stemmed from the fact that for a constant beam current
the display intensity of a cathode ray tube is inversely
proportional to the rate of beam deflection. For exam-
ple, if both a long line segment and a short line segment
required the same completion time, the drawing rate
(the rate of beam deflection) for the short line segment
would be slower than the rate for the longer line seg-
ment, and with a fixed beam current the short line
segment would appear visibly brighter than the long
line segment on the cathode ray tube display.

The various solutions to this problem were generally
unsatisfactory because of complicated and expensive
circuitry required to normalize visual intensity for line
segments regardless of the length thereof. One widely
known solution was to vary the intensity of the electron
beam in accordance with the line segment length. The
circuitry required to implement that solution was nec-
essarily complex because of the wide range of beam
currents required, typically greater than 1000 to 1.
Also, correcting for visual intensity variations by vary-
ing the beam current alone is an inefficient solution
because it still allows short line segments to take the
same length of time for completion as a long line seg-
ment. Allowing the same length of time to draw a short
line segment as a long one greatly reduces the number
of short line segments that could have otherwise been
drawn before refreshing the display.

Another solution calls for varying the drawing rate in
accordance with line length. The circuits implementing
that solution typically varied resistance or capacitance
values, again a very difficuit process. Some vector gen-
erators besides requiring different beam current and
different resistance and capacitance values to draw
different length line segments at uniform intensities and
speeds, also require the beam current and component
values to be varied while a line segment is in the pro-
cess of being drawn, a still more difficult task.

Accordingly, an object of the present invention is to
provide a cathode ray tube display of line segments in
a digital format wherein the visual intensity is normal-
ized for various line lengths without varying the inten-
sity of the electron beam and without varying resis-
tance or capacitance values.

Another object of the present invention is to draw
line segments on a cathode ray tube display at a fast,
efficient, normalized rate.

A further object of the present invention is to imple-
ment normalization of cathode ray tube visual display
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intensity of line segments of varying lengths with high
speed digital circuitry.

A still further object of the present invention is to
provide a digital vector generator which is uncompli-
cated, inexpensive to manufacture, and which has the
stability and accuracy of a digital vector generator and
the speed and line quality of an analog vector genera-
tor.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The vector generator of the present invention re-
ceives digital coordinate values of the initial point of a
line segment to be drawn from a computer or other
source of digital information. These values are con-
verted into voltages applied across the capacitors of
two identical resistance-capacitance (RC) networks.
The voltages across the capacitors thereof fix the initial
position of the electron beam on the cathode ray tube
(CRT) display.

Digital values defining the length and direction of the
line segment are loaded into shift registers and are
simultaneously multiplied by powers of two by left
shifts until the larger of the two values equal or exceeds
a predetermined normalization constant. The normal-
ization results in substantially uniform line drawing
rates for line segments having widely differing lengths
as well as normalized visual intensities for the line seg-
ments regardless of the length thereof.

The values defining the length and direction of the
line segment after being normalized are added to the
initial point coordinates. The digital sums are then
converted into two voltages which are applied to the
resistors of the two identical RC networks. Simulta-
neously, the CRT beam current is turned on enabling a
visible line to be drawn on the CRT display. The line
traced on the CRT display by the output voltages from
the pair of RC networks will be straight. However, the
rate at which the straight line is drawn will stow down
exponentially with the time from when the input volt-
ages were applied. Because the values defining the
length and direction of the line segment are multiplied
by a power of two, the voltages applied to the RC net-
works are larger than those required to draw the line
segment given a sufficiently long time. The line seg-
ment of the desired length is achieved by removing the
voltages across the RC networks and turning off the
CRT beam current after the line being drawn has
reached the desired length. The voltages applied to the
RC networks are sufficiently oversized to assure that
the line being drawn will not have slowed down signifi-
cantly by the time it is terminated. The termination of
the line is signalled by a timer with a duration deter-
mined by the number of times the values defining the
length and direction of the line segment are shifted left.

Other objects, advantages and features of the inven-
tion will become apparent from the following detailed
description of embodiments presented in conjunction
with the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block and partial schematic diagram of a
preferred embodiment of a vector generator of the
present invention.

FIG. 2 is a flowchart describing the sequential opera-
tion of the vector generator of FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is a wave form diagram illustrating voltage
steps and step responses as a function of time as gener-
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ated by the generator of FIG. 1 during the generation of
the two line segment examples of FIG. 6.

FIG. 4 is a table of the contents of the Ax and Ay shift
registers of the generator of FIG. 1 during the normal-
ization of a first line segment example.

FIG. 5 is a table of the contents of the Ax and Ay shift
registers during the normalization of a second line seg-
ment example.

FIG. 6 is a diagram of the coordinate grid containing
all intermediate and final points generated by the gen-
erator of FIG. 1 and shows the relation of the actual
viewing area of the cathode ray tube display device to
the total grid.

DESCRIPTION OF A PREFERRED EMBODIMENT

As shown in FI1G. 1, the vector generator 10 of the
present invention receives digitized line drawing infor-
mation from a digital computer 12 and converts the
line information into a display on a cathode ray tube 14
having a screen 16. The cathode ray tube 14 also in-
cludes a beam emitting and focussing section 18 and
two sets of magnetic deflection coils: x-axis deflection
coils 20 and y-axis deflection coils 22. While a mag-
netic deflection tube 14 is illustrated, an electrostati-
cally deflected display tube would be equally suitable
herein.

The vector generator 10 includes two sections: a
digital section 24 and an analog section 26. The digital
section 24 may be further subdivided into an x compo-
nent subsection and a y component subsection.

The x component subsection of the digital section 24
includes an x register 32, an x multiplexer 34, an x
adder 36, aAx shift register 38 and an exclusive OR
gate 40. The y component subsection of the digital
section 24 similarly includes a y register 42, a y muiti-
plexer 44, a y adder 46, a Ay shift register 48 and an
exclusive OR gate 50. Outputs from the exclusive OR
gate 40 of the x component subsection and the exclu-
sive OR gate 50 from the y component subsection pro-
vide the two inputs to an OR gate 52.

Also included within the digital section 24 is a line
length timer 54 which determines the drawing time
duration necessary for the vector generator 10 of FIG.
1 to generate line segments of the desired lengths. The
timer 54 includes a presettable binary counter 55 hav-
ing plural preset outputs 57 which are connected from
a decoder 59. The decoder 59 generates preset values
for the counter 55 based on the previous preset value
loaded into the counter 55. The counter 55 is loaded
each time a left shift is performed in the Ax and Ay
registers 38 and 48. Thus, the preset value generated by
the decoder 59 depends upon the number of multipli-
cation repetitions (left shifts) performed in the Ax shift
register 38 and the Ay shift register 48 in the normaliza-
tion operation of the system 10 described hereinafter.
After the preset value established in the normalization
operation is determined, the counter 55 of the line
length timer 54 functions as a timer by counting at a
fixed rate from the preset value to a fixed terminal
value. Upon reaching the fixed terminal value, the
counter 55 generates a completion signal. Included as a
part of the digital computer 12 is a system sequencer 56
which receives control signals from the computer 12,
the common OR gate 52 and the counter 55 of the line
length timer 54. Based upon these inputs the sequencer
56 controls the sequence of operation of the registers,
multiplexers and switches of the generator 10 via digi-
tal circuitry in accordance with the sequence of events
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outlined by the flowchart of FIG. 2 in a manner well
known to those skilled in the art. The details of the
sequencer 56 are omitted herefrom as not constituting
a part of the present invention and so as not to encum-
ber the application and thereby obscure the invention
hereof.

The analog section 26 of the vector generator 10 is
similarly divided into two identical subsections: an x
component subsection and a y component subsection.
The x component subsection of the analog section 26
includes an x component digital-to-analog converter
(DAC) 62, an x component initial position switch 64,
an x component line drawing switch 66, an RC shaping
network 68 including in combination a resistor R, and
a capacitor C,, and an x component deflection driver
70 the output of which is connected to drive the x
deflection coils 20. The y component subsection of
section 26 includes a y component digital-to-analog
converter 72, a y component initial position switch 74,
a y component line drawing switch 76, an RC shaping
network 78 including a resistor R, and a capacitor C,, in
electrical combination, and a y component deflection
driver 80 having its output connected to drive the y
deflection coils 22. The analog section 26 also includes
a beam current switch 84. The beam current switch 84
connects to ground the cathode resistor 82 regulating
the beam current of cathode ray tube 14. The switches
64, 66, 74, 76 are all digitally controlled field effect
transistors. Switch 84 is a digitally controlled bipolar
switching transistor.

The operation of the vector generator 10 may best be
described by explaining in sequence the steps which are
followed to draw line segments. The example chosen
for this purpose involves drawing a pair of line seg-
ments: a long line AB and a short line BC as shown in
FIG. 6 as being on the screen 16 of the cathode ray
tube 14. This screen 16 has been divided into an x—y
grid of 1,024 by 1,024 positions. It is but a small square
area of the much larger coordinate grid as shown in
FIG. 6. The following description explains the se-
quence of operations necessary to draw a line segment
as set forth in the flowchart of FIG. 2.

The line length timer 54 is initialized by presetting
the value of zero into its presetable binary counter.
Next, x = 50’ and y = 100’ (being the coordinates of
point A of FIG. 6) are loaded from the computer 12
into the x register 32 and y register 42 respectively
through the x multiplexer 34 and the y multiplexer 44.
Point A, as shown in FIG. 6, is the starting position of
the line segment AB to be drawn by the vector genera-
tor of the present invention. The x register 32 now
contains the number 4146 which is 50 offset by 4096,
and the y register 42 contains 4196, which is 100 offset
by 4096. For reasons of economy and simplicity the
digital-to-analog converters 62 and 72 which are used
to convert the digital numbers contained in the x and y
registers into analog voltages, are only capable of con-
verting positive numbers. Thus, the 4096 unit offset is
selected to assure that the values contained in the x
register 32 and the y register 42 will always be positive.
The 4096 offset is achieved by loading a one into bit 12
of both the x register 32 and the y register 42 at the
same time that the x and y coordinates are loaded (the
number 4096 being equivalent to 2!%). The primed
numbers (50 and 100’) are the x and y coordinates
relative to the edges of the display 16, which are the
values of the coordinates before being offset. Ax=850
and Ay=700, the parameters defining the length and
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direction of the line segment AB generated by the com-
puter 12 are then loaded into the Ax shift register 38
and the Ay shift register 48 respectively. The Ax and Ay
parameters represent the differences between the coor-
dinates of the end points of the line segment being
drawn. The Ax shift register 38 now contains the num-
ber 850 and the Ay shift register 48 now contains the
number 700. The x and y parameters and the Ax and Ay
parameters are assumed for purposes of explanation to
have been loaded into the x and y registers 32 and 42
and the Ax and Ay shift registers 38 and 48 at time a
(which is marked on the waveforms of FIG. 3).

For purposes of the present example, the x digital-to-
analog converter 62 and the y digital-to-analog con-
verter 72 will convert 14-digit non-signed binary num-
bers into proportional voltages between zero and
16.383 volts (the number 16,383 being equivalent to
2%.1). The number 1000 to base 10, for example,
would be converted into 1.000 volts. Whenever a
change occurs in the digital number driving a digital-to-
analog converter, a time delay is provided to allow the
output voltage from that digital-to-analog converter to
settle at the new value.

Referring to FIG. 3, at time b after the digital-to-
analog converters 62 and 72 have settled, with the x
digital-to-analog converter 62 generating 4.146 volts,
and the y digital-to-analog converter 72 generating
4.196 volts, the x component initial position switch 64
and the y component initial switch position 74 are
closed simultaneously. Closing the switches 64 and 74
connects the x and y digital-to-analog converters re-
spectively to the capacitors of the identical RC net-
works 68 and 78. This connection enables the capaci-
tor C, and C, to charge quickly with capacitor C,
charging to 4.146 volts and capacitor C, charging to
4.196 volts as shown in FIG. 3. It is to be understood
that prior to closing the switches 64 and 74, the capaci-
tors C,; and C, were charged to voltage levels corre-
sponding to the position of the terminal end point of
the previously generated line segment. The switches 64
and 74 remain closed until the capacitors C, and C, are
charged and the cathode ray tube deflection fields
generated by the coils 20 and 22 have settled at the
values required to position the electron beam at the
starting position having an x component value of 4146
and a y component of 4196 (50', 100’ on the screen 16
in FIG. 6). The time required for the deflection fields to
settle is a function of the distance required to reposi-
tion the electron beam from the terminal end of the
previously completed line. The computer 12 can calcu-
late the distance by which the electron beam is being
repositioned and then determine  the appropriate
amount of settling time to be provided. An alternative
technique for determining that the deflection fields
have settled involves determining that the currents in
the coils 20 and 22 (or voltages applied to electrostatic
deflection elements) which are generating the deflec-
tion fields have reached a constant value. In the case of
the magnetic deflection system illustrated, a drop in the
voltages across the deflection coils would indicate set-
tling. The circuitry required to sense settling of the
driving signals is well understood by those skilled in the
art and will not be described in more detail herein.
After the deflection fields have settled, the x and y
component initial position switches 64 and 74 are si-
multaneously opened. This occurs at a time ¢ as illus-
trated in FIG. 3. It is to be understood that the input
impedances to the x and y deflection drivers 70 and 80
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are sufficiently high to prevent capacitors C, and C,
from discharging when the switches 64 and 74 are
opened. The voltage levels of the capacitors C; and C,
are unaffected by the output voltages from the digital-
to-analog converters 62 and 72 after opening the
switches 64 and 74.

In accordance with the present invention, the Ax and
Ay parameters previously loaded into the Ax and Ay
shift registers 38 and 48 from the computer 12 are now
normalized to achieve a normalized drawing rate thus,
a normalized visual display intensity. FIG. 4 illustrates
the contents of the Ax and Ay registers 38 and 48 prior
to shifting, and after each left shift. The contents are
shown in both binary and decimal format. Also shown
in FIG. 4 is the value which is preset into the line length
timer 54 after each left shift. Ax and Ay are normalized
when the contents of either of the shift registers 38 and
48 equal or exceed a normalization constant, the con-
stant being 512 or —513 in the present example. A zero
in bit 10 indicates that the contents of the shift register
38 or 48 is positive and that a number greater than or
equal to 512 is recognized by a one bit 9 (the number
512 being equivalent to 2°). Conversely, a one in bit 10
indicates that the contents of the shift register 38 or 48
is negative and that a number less than or equal to
~513 is recognized by a zero in bit 9. Thus, whether the
Ax or Ay parameters are either positive or negative,
normalization is indicated by a dissimilarity between
bits 9 and 10 in either of the shift registers 38 or 48. In
the present invention normalization is indicated by a
high level on the output of the OR gate 52 which re-
ceives digital signals from the exclusive OR gates 40
and 50. The exclusive OR gate 40 is connected to bit 9
and 10 of the Ax shift register 38, and the exclusive OR
gate 50 is connected to bits 9 and 10 of the Ay shift
register 48. The output of an exclusive OR gate is high
only when its two inputs are dissimilar. The Ax shift
register 38 which contained 850 and the Ay shift regis-
ter 48 which contained 700 as shown in FIG. 4 were
normalized to begin with; thus, they were not shifted at
all. Because the Ax and Ay parameters were already
normalized and required no shifting, the value preset
into the line length timer 54 remained zero.

Referring again to FIG. 3 at time d the normalized
contents of the Ax and Ay shift registers 38 and 48,
being offset two places to the left (multiplied by 4 as
shown in FIG. 4), are added together with the contents
of the x and y registers 32 and 42 in the x and y adders
36 and 46. The two sums generated are then loaded
back into the x and y registers 32 and 42 respectively,
through the x and y multipliers 34 and 44. After the
summation, the x and y registers contain the numerical
values 7546 (3400 + 4146) and 6996 (2800 + 4196)
respectively.

At a time e, after the x and y digital-to-analog con-
verters 62 and 72 have settled at 7.546 and 6.996 volts,
respectively, the x component line drawing switch 66
and the y component line drawing switch 56 are simul-
taneously closed along with the beam current switch
84, and the line length timer 54 (being previously pre-
set to zero) is started. The line segment AB which starts
at point A is now being drawn on the screen 16 of the
cathode ray tube 14.

Closing the switches 66 and 76 connects the capaci-
tors C; and C, to the x and y digital-to-analog convert-
ers 62 and 72 respectively through the resistors R, and
R,. This connection generates a pair of voltage steps
across each RC network. The sizes of the voltage steps
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applied to the RC network 68 and 78 are equal to the
differences between the voltages generated by the x
and y digital-to-analog converters 62 and 72 and the
respective voltages across the capacitors C, and C,
immediately prior to closing the final position switches
66 and 76. The x and y voltage steps of 3.400 and 2.800
volts respectively are proportional to the offset con-
tents of the Ax and Ay registers 32 and 42 as shown in
FIG. 4.

Closing the beam current switch 84 produces a visi-
ble line on the screen 16 of the CRT as the deflection
fields are varied in accordance with the voltage step
responses present across the capacitors of the RC net-
works 68 and 78.

As previously explained, the line length timer 54 is
started at the preset count of zero and runs for a time
which is proportional to 1023 clock periods. At time f
as shown in FIG. 3, which is determined when the line
length timer reaches the count of 1023, the final posi-
tion switches €6 and 76 and the current switch 84 are
opened. The beam current is thus turned off and the
line segment AB is now completed. The dashed lines of
FIG. 6 show the line segments that would have resulted
if the step responses were allowed to approach the
levels of the applied voltages.

The voltages across the capacitors C, and C, be-
tween time ¢ and time f, shown in FIG. 3, are the step
responses of the RC networks 68 and 78 terminated
after reaching voltage levels equal to 25 percent of the
applied steps. Terminating the line segment after the
capacitors reached a voltage level equal to 25 percent
of the applied steps was necessary because the Ax and
Ay parameters defining the length and direction of the
line segment were multiplied to four times their original
values by the offset at the time of the addition. If Ax
and Ay were used without being multiplied, a pair of
integrators instead of the RC networks 68 and 78
would be required to draw the line at a uniform rate.
Using the RC networks 68 and 78 would result in a line
drawn at an exceptionally decreasing rate and requiring
an infinite completion time. The step response of an
RC network during the first 25 percent of rise approxi-
mates a linear voltage ramp; the response that would be
achieved using an ideal integrator. Thus, using over-
sized voltage steps two simple identical passive RC
networks 68 and 78 can be used in place of more com-
plex integrators which have inherent drift problems and
require critical adjustments.

The shorter line segment BC will be drawn following
steps very similar to those followed to draw line seg-
ment AB. The line length timer 54 is again preset to
zero. The x and y coordinates of point B (x =900’ and
y = 800’) are loaded from the computer 12 into the x
and y registers 32 and 42. After the x and y corrdinates
are loaded, along with the 4096 offsets, the x and y
registers 32 and 42 contain the numbers 4996 and
4896, respectively. Ax = 20 and Ay =—30, the parame-
ters defining the length and direction of line segment
BC, are loaded from the computer 12 to the Ax and Ay
shift registers 38 and 48. The Ax and Ay shift registers
38 and 48 now contain the numbers 20 and —50 respec-
tively. The x, y, Ax, Ay parameters have been assumed
to have been loaded into the respective registers by
time a4’ as shown in FIG. 3.

At time b’ after the digital-to-analog converters 62
and 72 have settled with the x converter 62 generating
4,996 volts and the y converter 72 generating 4.896
volts (as shown in FIG. 3), the initial position switches
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64 and 74 are closed. As will be remembered from the
discussion of the generation of the line segment AB, the
switches 64 and 74 remained closed until the capaci-
tors C, and C, charged to the voltages being generated
by the digital-to-analog converters 62 and 72, respec-
tively, and until the deflection fields had settled at the
values required to position the electron beam at the
initial point of the line segment on the screen 16. In the
present situation, where the line segment BC is starting
from the final position of line segment AB, the voltages
across the capacitors C, and C, and the magnitudes of
the deflection fields are already of the correct values
before the switches 64 and 74 are closed. Even so, the
switches 64 and 74 are closed for a brief period to
correct for any drift or other minor errors. FIG. 3
shows the voltages across the capacitors C, and C,
remaining at 4.896 and 4.996 volts respectively be-
tween time b’ and time ¢'.

As line segment BC is considerably shorter in length
than the preceding segment AB, the parameters Ax and
Ay defining the length and direction of line segment BC
will be normalized so as to produce a drawing rate very
close to that used in drawing the segment AB. The
contents of the Ax and Ay shift registers 38 and 48,
prior to shifting and after each left shift, are illustrated
in FIG. 5 in both binary and decimal format. Also
shown in FIG. § is the value preset into the timer 54
after each left shift. As previously stated, the Ax and Ay
parameters are normalized when the contents of the
ninth and tenth bit positions in either of the two shift
registers 38 or 48 are dissimilar. The dissimilarity be-
tween the two digits in either of the shift registers 38 or
48 is indicated by a high level on the output of the OR
gate 52 common to the exclusive OR gates 40 and 50.

In the present example of line segment BC, the Ax
and Ay shift registers 38 and 48 which originally con-
tained 20 and —50, respectively, were shifted left four
times before normalization was achieved (FIG. 5).
After normalization, the Ax and Ay shift registers 38
and 48 contained the numerical values of 320 and
—800 respectively (FIG. 5) and the value preset into
the line length timer 54 was 968. Thus, the parameters
defining the length and direction of the line segment
were increased by a factor of 16 (16 being equivalent
to 24 a result of the 4 left shifts) while the drawing time
was reduced from 1023 line length timer clock periods
to 56 (1023-968) clock periods.

The number 968 which is now on the counter of the
line length timer 54 was determined by the four left
shifts required for normalization. For the up to 9 left
shifts that may be necessary to normalize Ax and Ay
there is a decoder in the line length timer 54 that con-
verts the sequentially received left shift pulses into 1 of
9 preset values. The preset values cause the line length
timer $4 to control the drawing times of line segments
having Ax and Ay normalized by different numbers of
left shifts such that line segments of the desired lengths
are generated.

At time d' the normalized contents of the Ax and Ay
shift registers 38 and 48 offset two places to the left
{multiplied by 4 as shown in FIG. §) are added to the
contents of the x and y registers 32 and 42, respec-
tively. After the summation, the x and y registers con-
tain the numerical values of 6276 (4996 + 1280) and
1696 (4896—3200) respectively.

At time ¢’ after the x and y digital-to-analog convert-
ers 62 and 72 have settled at 6.276 and 1.696 volts
respectively, the line drawing switches 66 and 76 are



4,027,148

9

closed, the beam current is turned on by closure of the
switch 84 and the line length timer 54 is started. Line
segment BC is now being drawn on the screen 16 of the
CRT 14. Closing the line drawing switches 66 and 76
causes voltage steps of 1.280 and —3.200 volts respec-
tively, to appear across the RC networks 68 and 78. For
determining the drawing time of line segment BC of the
present example the line length timer 54 is started at
the preset count of 968 and runs for a time equal to 56
clock periods.

The voltages across the capacitors C, and C, be-
tween times ¢’ and f* are the step responses of the RC
networks 68 and 78 as terminated after a time duration
corresponding to voltage levels equal to 1/64th of the
applied voltage steps having been reached. The voltage
steps applied to the RC networks 68 and 78 through
switches 66 and 76 were 64 times larger than necessary
to draw the line given an infinite length of time. The
factor of 64 being a combination of the factor of 16
resulting from the normalization and the factor of 4
resulting from the offset required to enable the RC
networks 66 and 76 to approximate integrators.

A 2 V2 variation factor in the drawing rate results
from the method used to normalize the Ax and Ay
parameters. Ideally, the factor by which the Ax and Ay
components are normalized would be based on the
length of the line segment described by Ax and Ay. The
length of the line segment being equal to vV AxT + Ay*.
Calculating the exact length is impractical however,
since squaring and square root functions require sub-
stantial amounts of digital hardware and processing
time. In the present invention, the length of the line
segment is estimated by determining it to be equal to
the larger one of Ax and and Ay. This estimate is per-
formed during the operation determining normaliza-
tion by either or both Ax and Ay equalling or exceeding
a normalization constant. When either Ax or Ay is
equal to zero, the estimate yields the exact length, and
when the magnitudes of Ax and Ay are equal, the worst
case exists with the estimate short by a factor of the

VZ. The factor of 2 in the drawing rate variation
factor occurs because normalization is based on the
contents of a single high order bit. The less significant
bits are not looked at during normalization permitting a
normalized number to be of any value over a 2 to |
range. The contents of more than a single bit could be
used to provide information for narrowing the variation
factor if a normalization procedure other than left shift-
ing (multiplying by powers of two) were employed.

For a constant cathode ray tube beam current, the
2 V"2 worst case variation factor in the drawing rate
will cause a similar worst case intensity variation be-
tween different lines. In most display applications for
human viewing such as in simulators or videogame
devices, the intensity variations between the various
lines will not be objectionable, particularly because the
human eye perceives light intensities logarithmically
and the different intensity levels within the range of
variations permitted by the present invention would be
very difficult to discern.

It is to be understood that the line segments drawn by
the vector generator of the present invention will be
redrawn periodically if a continuous display is desired.
for most CRT displays, between 30 and 50 frames per
second are necessary to eliminate any noticeable
flicker. To generate a flicker free display composed of
many line segments the frequency of the clock driving
the digital section of the generator 10 will be on the

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

10

order of 10 MHz. Thus, the bipolar technology found in

the transistor transistor logic (TTL) logic circuits

would have sufficient speed to implement the present
invention.

To those skilled in the art to which this invention
relates, many changes in construction and widely dif-
fering embodiments and applications of the invention
will suggest themselves without departing from the
spirit and scope of the invention. The disclosures and
the description herein are purely illustrative and are
not intended to be in any sense limiting.

I claim:

1. Method for drawing line segments having normal-
ized visual intensity on a cathode ray tube display
screen from digital information including for each seg-
ment the steps of:

a. receiving a first set of digital values of planar coor-
dinates of a starting point of a line segment to be
drawn from a source of digital information;

b. converting said digital starting point values into
deflection voltages directly related to the magni-
tudes of said values;

c. charging a pair of matched passive networks hav-
ing the same predetermined time constant which
remains unchanged regardless of line segment
length of the respective levels of said deflection
voltages;

d. positioning a drawing beam of said display at said
starting point by said deflection voltages stored in
said networks;

€. normalizing a second set of digital values defining
said line segment relative to the starting point
thereof by repeatedly multiplying said second set of
digital values by the same factor until the layer of
the two final products resulting therefrom equals or
exceeds a predetermined normalization constant;

f. digitally adding each of said two final products to
the corresponding one of said starting point coordi-
nate values respectively to produce digital sums;

g. converting said digital sums into drawing voltages
directly related to the magnitudes of said sums;
turning on said beam to start drawing, and simulta-
neously applying said drawing voltages to said
charged networks to deflect said beam along the
display locus of said segment to be drawn;

. reducing the drawing time required to complete
said segment by an amount related to the number
of multiplication repetiticns utilized in normalizing
said digital values defining said line segment rela-
tive to the starting point;

j. turning off said drawing beam when a terminal end

of said segment has been reached.

2. The method as set forth in claim 1 wherein normal-
ization of said digital values defining said line segment
relative to the starting point thereof is accomplished by
repeatedly multiplying said second set of digital values
by the factor of two until the larger of the products
resulting therefrom equals or exceeds a predetermined
normalization constant.

3. The method as set forth in claim 1 wherein said
drawing beam is turned off when said charging net-
works have charged to volitage levels which are less
than half the applied drawing voltages.

4. The method as set forth in claim 3 wherein said
voltage levels corresponding to the position of said
drawing beam being at the terminal end of said line
segment are determined by the termination of a time
duration determined during said normalization step.

-
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5. The method as set forth in claim 1 wherein the
drawing rates of said line segments are normalized
within a factor of 2 V" 2. repetitions utilized in normal-
izing said digital values defining said line segment rela-
tive to the starting point;

j- turning off said drawing beam when a terminal end

of said segment has been reached.

6. Improved electronic apparatus for drawing a line
segment having normalized visual intensity without
regard to line segment length on a screen of a cathode
ray tube display without variation of beam current,
from coordinate information supplied by a digital com-
puter connected to said apparatus, said computer in-
cluding a system sequencing means for sequencing
between operations, said improved apparatus including
in combination:

a. digital register means for holding coordinate values
of a starting point of a said line segment to be
drawn;

b. digital shift register means for holding values defin-
ing the length and direction of said line segment
relative to said starting point and for multiplying
said length and direction values by a factor in said
digital register means until the larger of the two
resultant final products equals or exceeds a prede-
termined normalization constant;

c. digital adder means for adding said final products
to said starting point values to produce sums and
for transferring said sums into said digital register
means;

d. digital to analog converter means connected to
said digital register means for converting said start-
ing point coordinate values into proportional volt-
ages during a first time interval and for converting
said sums into proportional voltages during a sec-
ond time interval;

e. two passive networks having equal time constants
that remain constant without regard to line seg-
ment length;
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f. two beam deflection drivers, each being connected
to one of said networks and to said display for
deflecting a drawing beam thereof along a locus
defining each said line segment in accordance with
the instantaneous voltage levels of said networks;

g. first switch means connected between said digital
to analog converter means and said networks for
charging said networks to said starting point pro-
portional voltages during said first interval,

h. system sequencer means in said digital computer
and connected to a beam control element of said
display and to said shift register means for turning
on said beam when said sum voltages are applied to
said networks and for turning off said beam;

i. line length timer means connected to said system
sequencer means for signalling beam turn off after
a time interval determined by said line length timer
means in response to a function of the number of
multiplications performed by said shift register
means in generating said products.

7. The electronic apparatus of claim 6 wherein said
digital shift register means comprises two shift regis-
ters, each said shift register having predetermined bit
positions connected to provide inputs to one of two
exclusive OR gates, the outputs of said exclusive OR
gates providing the inputs to a two input OR gate, hav-
ing an output which is connected to provide an input of
said system sequencing means, whereby dissimilar bits
in said predetermined bit positions of one or both of
said shift registers indicate to said sequencing means
the completion of normalization.

8. The electronic apparatus of claim 6 wherein said
digital line length timer and control means includes a
digital counter with an output signalling completion of
said line segment upon reaching a predetermined count
and preset inputs connected to a decoder generating
preset values as a function of the number of multiplica-
tion repetitions performed in generating said products.

LI I B
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