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GENERAL DESCRIPTION 

a. INTRODUCTION - The Maunetic Tape System of the Univac Scientific ~':..~ 
puter System compris s a number of Uniservo tape handling mechanisms. which a1,-' 
located externally tJ the computer, and an electronic control section which is 
located in the cOlllpll~er structure. The number of uniservos used is optional up 
to a maximum of ten functional units. By means of m3nual selections the unit 
designations llIay b{ assigned in any manner to the functional units. Use of the 
uniscrvo units make; possible off-line processing of information by a variety 
of Univac peripherul equivmcnts. 

For input to t!e Univac Scientific, information may be recorded on tape in 
three forms: 

Fixed Block Length Recording 
Variable Block Length Recording 
Continuous Data Input Recording 

~utput information from the Univac Scientific may be recorded on tape in the 
.,' Fixed Block Length Recording form and the Variable Block Length Recording form. 

The Fixed Block Length mode is standard with the Magnetic Tape System. 
Optional control circuitry may be added to provide both the Variable Block 
Length mode and the Continuous Data Input mode. 

The Variable Block Length mode reads and records information on tape in 
blocks of variable length. A block of information is recognized by a one inch 
space preceding it and following it in which no information is recorded. The 
length of the block is limited in that the data input from it must not exceed 
the capacity of high speed storage. 

The Continuous Data Input mode reads information recorded continuously on 
the tape with the only limitation on the length of a "block" of information 
being the length of the tape. This form of recording is useful for real time 
observations which will not permit interruptions to format the information in 
fixed or variable block lengths. Data input from tape recorded in this manner 
would need be interrupted when the capacity of high speed storage is reached. 

The Fixed Block Length mode reads and records information on the tape in 
blocks of fixed length. The remainder of the remarks in this paper apply in 
particular to this mode of operating. 
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handling equipment in recording and reading information. Information is recorded 
as magnetized areas in eight channels across the width of the tape. Data bits 
are recorded in six of these channels; one channel contains parity check bits on 
the sixdata channels; and one channel contains sprocket, or timing, signals. 

A un.iservo is a unit of tape handling equipment. A uniservo comprises a . 
read/write head, an erase head, a bad spot (in the tape) detector, and tape 
handling mechanism such as the tape reel mount, reel drives, etc. In a reading 
operation the read/write head detects "l's" recorded on the forward or backward 
moving tape; in a writing operation the read/write hend records both "O's" an~ 
"l's" on the forward moving tape. During a writing operation the erase head is 
also activated such that the tape in its passage through the erase head has 
"O's" written on it. The bad spot detector enables the uniservo to interrupt 
reading, moving, or writing operations until the undesirable tape area passes 
the read/write head. 

A tape speed of 100 inches per second is standard. The approximate length 
of a reel of tape is 1500 feet. 

A column of eight binary digits across the width of a tape is t~rmed a line; 
the six data binary digits, a hexabit character. Lines are recorded on the tape 
at a density of 128 lines per inch (standard) or 50 lines per inch. 

A block consists of 720 consecutive lines; a bloc.ket~.e'l consists of 120-C0lJ= 
s~!ltille lipes. A "dead space" (in which no information is recorded) of 1.0 
inch (standard) or 2.4 inches exists between blocks; a dead space of zero, 0.1, 
or 1.0 inches exists between the six blockettes of a block. The optional record­
ing formats are selected by program control in accordance with the intended 
future use of the recorded tape, possibly with Univac auxiliary equipment. Re­
cording format specifications for Univac auxiliary equipment are shown in Table 1. 

When a stop of tape movement occurs, the tape is halted in the dead space 
between blocks. Blockettes and blocks are recognized by the tape control sec· 
tion by counting the timing signals recorded on the tape. A timing device, 
actuated in the last blockette q signifies the end of a block if the interval 
between timing signals exceeds a certain length of time. The detection of the 
end of a block in combination with a stop signal causes a halt of tape movement. 

In terms of a 36-bit computer word 0 six lines are necessary for recording 
one word: a block comprises 120 computer words o a blockette o 20 computer \\lords. 
Thus, approximately 326,000 computer words may be stored on a 1500 foot reel of 
tape. The maximum transfer rate of information between the computer and the 
tapes is approximately 1810 words per second. This is assuming a free-running 
tape, one inch block spacingg and zero blockette spacing. Average magnetic 
tape times for other block and blockette spacings are shown in Table 2. 
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c. PROGRN.gUNG TAPE OPERATIONS. - A programmed External Function instruc­
tion (17-V) initiates the vurious reading, writing, and positioning'operations 
of tIle uniservos~ Coded information provided by the External Function instruc­
tion includes the following: 

(1) specification of optional recording mode if available 
(2) designation of the selected uniservo 
(3) type of tape operation to be performed 
(4) type of recording format for writing, i.e., block and 

blockette spacing and recording pulse density. 
(5) number of blocks to be moved without reading or writing. 

The External Function instruction transfers the content of its v-address to 
the Input/Output Register, lOB. The 36-bit word thus introduced into lOB des­
ignates the magnetic tape operation to be performed. The "Select Magnetic Tape" 
bit in lOB causes a transmission Jf the content of lOB to registers in the tape 
control system. The tape control system then interprets this word and initiates 
tape operation accordingly. A list of lOB Select bits which govern the tape 
operations is given in Table 3. 

If a reading or writing operation is initiated, the External Function in­
struction which initiates the operation must be followed by an appropriate 
number of External Read (76jv) or External Write (77jv) instructions to trans­
fer the information between the lOB register and the computer memory. One 
hundred twenty of these External Reads or External Writes are needed for each 
block of tape. The reading or writing operation is terminated by an External 
Function instruction specifying a "Stop" code. This is executed after the last 
word in the final block has been read or written. When a single block is to be 
read or written, the "Stop" code may be included in the External Function in­
struction which initiates the read or write. 

A list follows of tape operations initiated by an External Function in­
struction. 

(1) READ FORWARD. - Read data from tape on the specified uniservo, 
assemble into 36-bit computer words, and transfer the words to the Computer 
Input/Output Register, lOB. 

The initiation of this operation causes ~he designated uniservo to read a 
number of blocks from the tape. The reading operation must be terminated by 
an External Function Stop instruction which is programmed immediately following 
the External Read instruction used to read the last word in the final block. 
If it is desired to read one block only, the "Stop" code may be included in the 
External Function Read Forward instruction which precedes the 120 External 
Read instructions. 
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(2) WRITE FORWAnD. - Trans f.er words from the computer Input/Output 
register, IOU, an~ record on tape on the specified uniservo. Each word is re­
corded in six segments of six bits each in accordance with the specified 
density and spacing. 

The initiation of this operation causes the uniservo to write a number of 
blocks on the tape. The writing must De terminated by an External Function 
Stop instruction which must be programmed immediately following the External 
Write instruction used to write the last word in the final block. If ft is 
desired to write one block only, the "Stop" code may be included in the 
External Function Write Forward instruction which precedes the 120 External 
Write instrJctions. 

(3) READ BACKWARD. - Identical to Read Forward except that the tape 
is moved in the reverse direction. The bits of each computer "oed are 
assembled in the same order as in a Read Forward operation. 

(4) MOVE FORWARD (n BLOCKS). - Move tape forward n blocks on the spec­
ified uniservo, without a read or write operation (0~ns212-1). 

(5) MOVE BACKWARD (n BLOCKS). - Move tape backward n blocks on the 
specified unis ervo, wi thouta read or write operation (O ~ n.s 212_1) • 

(6) STOP. - Stop tape movement and tape reading or writing after the 
desired number of blocks have been read or written. 

An External Function Stop instruction must be programmed immediately 
following the terminal External Read or External Write instruction used to 
read or write the last word in the final block of awoup of blocks. This 
External Function instruction need not, and in fact should not, specify a 
particular uniservo. 

(7) REWIND. - Rewind tape on the specified uniservo to the leader 
posi tiona 

(a) REWIND INTERLOCK. - Rewind tape on the specified uniservo to the 
leader position; and provide an interlock which prevents further effective 
references to that tape unit until appropriate steps 3re taken to remove the 
interlock. 

No more than one uniservo can be in operation at anyone time unless the 
operations are Rewind and Rewind Interlock. After either of the rewind 
operations is initiated, the uniservo proceeds under its own control until the 
operation is completed; therefore, an operation on another unit may be per­
formed before rewinding is completed. Any number of functional units may be 
rewinding concurrently. 

(9) CHANGE BIAS o - Change the read bias level to higher or lower than 
normal; or return bias level to normal if high or low bias level was chosen 
by a previous External Function. No uniservo specification necessary or possi­
ble in the same instruction. 
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(d) f.1\C"ETIC TAPe CONTI{OL. - The t rnnsfer of informat ion bet ween the 
computer and the magnetic tapes is controlled by the I',Iagnetic Tape Control 
System situated within the computer. The link between lOB and the tape is a 
36-bit Tape Register (TH) in the tape control section. A writing operation in­
volves the transmission of a word from lOll to TR, the break down in Tn of the 
36-bit word into six hexabit characters, the generation of a parity check bit 
for each character, and the transfer of each character, its parity check bit, 
and a timing signal to a line of tape. A reading operation involves the asse~ 
bly of data from the tape in the Tape Register, a parity check on each line of 
tape as it is received in TH, and the transmission of a 36-bit word from Tn to 
lOB. 

The parity check bit generated during a writing operation is a "0" if the 
number of til's" in the character is odd, and the parity check bit is a "1" if 
the number of "l's" in the character is even: this will always result in an 
odd sum if the character and parity bits nre added together. When the parity 
check is made during the reading operation, a parity error is indicated by a 
"0" sum. When a parity error is detected, a "1" is placed in stage IOAQof the 
IDA register, and the tape movement is halted automatically at the end of the 
bloc,k. Thus, the content of IDA must be examined by the program immediately 
following the execution of the External Read instruction used to read the last 
word in each block. If no error indication is detected, ,the program proceeds 
normally. If an error is detected, a standard subroutine stored in the computer 
can be used under control of the main program to initiate and perform re-read-~ 
ing operations in an attempt to read the block correctly. The automatic stop of 
a tape unit on a parity error indication is effectively completed before the 
initiation of a re-read operation is,allowed by the tape control system. 

The feat ures which provide a read backward, ope rat ion and a change in the 
bias level may permit proper reading of marginal signals which have caused a 
parity check failure. Since both of these operations are available under pro­
gram control, a correct reading of the block in question may be accomplished 
without a computer stop. A change in the read bias level to either higher or 
lower than normal may permit the correct reading of the block by virtue of 
ignoring any "noise" factor on the tape or picking up any marginally recorded 
bits. 

'When a block of information is read from magnetic tape, a check-is also made 
to determine if the proper number of lines are recorded in the block. A properly 
recorded block consists of 720 lines. A count is kept of the number of lines 
in a block by a series of counters which are advanced by the reception of the 
sprocket pulses (timing signals) recorded on the tape. If a 720 count has been 
tallied and another sprocket pulse is detected within a certain period of time, 
an inter-block space is not passing beneath the read/write head and a 720 check 
failure is indicated; also, if less than a 720 but more than a 600 count has 
been tallied and no sprocket pulse is detected ,vithin a certain period of time, 
an inter-block space may be passing under the read head and a 720 check failure 
ls indic ated o A 720 check failure incurred in a reading operation stops the 
tape unit and causes a ~ procket error faul t irtdication. 
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A 720 check failure incurred in a moving operation stops the tape unit and 
causes a sprocket (error indication if a > 720 count is detected; if a < 720 
count is detected, the 720 check failure is ignored in that no tape stopping 
action or error indication is effected. 

Th.:' timing sinnaJs are recorded on the tape at the same time as the lines 
of infolmatioH. During a 'vrlting operation, previously recorded signals are 
removed from the tnpe by the erase head which tlerasf's" the entire width of the 
tape during the tape passage under it. The position of the erase head is several 
inches in advance of the read/write head. This insures the re~oval of signals 
from inter-block spaces during continuous writing from the beginning of the tape. 
However. it is not possible to guarantee a safe rewrite of a previously re­
corded bloc~hen the writing operation is initiated with the read/write head 
positioned in the inter-block space immediately preceding that block. Also, 
a block in the middle of a tape cannot be rewritten without erasin9a~t least 
part of the following block. The last block that has been recorde~ay be re­
written but the entire block will not be subjected to the erase head when the 
read/write head is positioned before that block. At any point writing can be 
stopped, the tape moved backward for reading purposes, and writing later re­
sumed safely at the point at which it was stopped. In particular, a block 
can be written and then read backward to check for accuracy in writing o If 'no 
errors are detected, writing can be continued by repositioning the tape after 
the blOCk. 

TllUS, any writing operation should be started either at the beginning of 
the tape or at the point at which previous writing was stopped e 

1~ ,.- ... 
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L\l~LE 1 

UN I TAPE STJ\;~DAHDS 

The standards listed for tape preparation equipment are those (approximate) 
densities and spacings at which t~L equipment records; the standards listed for 
tape transcription equipment arc those (approximate) densities and spacings 
acceptable to the transcribing equipment for conversion. Equlpment specified 
as using 1500 foot reels also accepts 200 foot reels. 

Egyipment 

Unityper II 

Card-to-Tape 
Converter 

PTM Converter· 
(Paper Tape-to­
Magnetic Tape) 

Uniprinter 11* 

Tape 
Length 
(feet) 

200 

1500 

200 

1500 

High Speed Printer 1500 

1500 

Tape-to-Card 
Converter 1500 

MTP Converter· 1500 
(Magne~ic Tape to 
Paper tape) 

Transrecorder* 1500 
(Uni tape Trans­
mission) 

Univac Scientific-
internal 1500 

Univac l-int~rnal 1500 

Univac 11·- 1500 
internal 

• under development 

Density 
(Characters/ 

inch) 

50 

128 

128 

50 

128 

50 

128 

128 

128 

128 

128 

50, 128 

Inter­
Blockette 

Space (inches) 

2.4 

o min 

100 mi n 

20 4 

0 1 

1.0 

1.0 

o min 

.1 min 

.1 min 

Inter­
Block Space 

(inches) 

2.4 

1.0. 204 

2.4 

2.4 

20 4 

2.4 

1.0 

1.0 

1.0 min 

2.4 

1.0, 2.4 
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TABLE 2 

AVERAGE MAGNETIC TAPE TIMES 

To estimate running times of programs using magnetic tapes 

Block Length Rate 
Recording Density Block Space Blockette Space (including block space, Blockferiod* (36-bit words 
(lines per inch) (inches) (inches) in inches) (milliseconds) ~r second) 

128 1 Done 6.625 66.25 1811 
128 1 0.1 7.125 71.25 1684 
128 1 1.0 11.625 116.25 1032 
128 2.4 none 8.025 80.25 1495 
128 2.4 0.1 8.525 85.25 1408 
128 2.4 1.0 13.025 130.,25 921 

50 1 Done 15.4 154.0 779 
50 1 0.1 15.9 159.0 755 
50" 1 1.0 20.4 204.0 588 
50 2.4 none 16.8 168.0 714 
50 2.4 0.1 17.3 173.0 694 
50 2.4 1.0 21.8 218.0 550 

Tape speed: 100 inches per second 
Time to reverse direction of tape: 600 milliseconds 

• These block periods are for either free run or for a single block. Tbeblock I)eriod does not include 
the starting or stopping times. 



The bits in IOll~3 ••• IOU I? are placed in the Tape Control Register 
(TCR11 ••• TCRO); die bits in IOUll ••• 10UO are placed in the Block Cou~ter 
([)K 11 ••• BKO) where they are used to govern the numbe r of block s moved 1 n a 
Move Forward or Move Backward operation. 

10B31 

10023-10022 

= 1 - Select Magnetic Tape 

Select Rewi nd or Stop Tape 
= 01 - Rewind 
= 10 Rewind Interlock 
= 11 - Stop 

Select Block Spacing 
= 0 - 1" interblock spacing 
= I - 2.4" interblock spacing 

Select Blockette Spacing 
= 00 - zero spacing 
= 01 - 0.1" spacing 
= 10 - 1. 0" spa c i ng 

IOB20-10019 = 11 Select operation in Variable Block Length 
mode or Continuous Data Inp~t mode· 

see next page for footnotes 

= 100 Select option of operating in Con­
tinuous Data Input mode or change to 
option of Gperating in Variable Block 
Length mode.·· 

Select Tape Operation 
= OOI-Read Forward 
= OIO-Move Forward 
= OIl-Write Forward (128 lines/inch) 
= 101-Read Backward 
= IIO-Move Backward 
= Ill-Write Forward (50 lines/inch) 

Select uniservo unit or Read Bias Level 
= OOOI-Uniservo I 
= OOlO-Uniservo 2 

= 1010-Uniservo 10 
= 1101-Normal read bias 
= 1110-Low read bias 
= Ilil-High read bias 

Select the number of blocks to bf: moved in a 
Move Forward or Move Backward operation. 
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* If the Variable Block Length and Continuous Data Input modes are available, 
these bits included in an EF for an allowable tape operation cause the mode 
of operation to be either (1) Variable Block Length instead of Fixed Block Length, 
or (2) Continuous Data Input instead of Fixed Block Lengtho A computer Master 
Clear automatically establishes the conditions necessary for the choice des­
cribed in (1). 

** An EF with these bits and the Select Magnetic Tape bit establishes the con­
ditions necessary for the choice described in (2) above if the conditions for 
(ll_wereeitablished previously; and vice versa. 
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lQPEHATION TllEOR Y 

~h ;GE.r~EHAL. - The presence of an 10031 Select ni" bi i, as placeu 1n J.uu 

;by u-nExterllal Function instruction, informs the tape control system that a 
tape operation is desired and the contents of lOll are to be transferred to the 
Tape.Contr~l Register (TCR). The presence of the proper tape operation codes 
to Trn provides the control sys tem:w.itJa th-e Informa tion needed to carry out the 
particular~ tape operation designated. These tape .operati-ons are Write Forward'! 
Rea4; Forwar~. Read 8ackward. Stop T~pe •. Move Forward. ~ve Ba~kwardv Rewind, 
Rewind ..,lih ~IDterloclc-. aud -Change~as.· A -brief desct"iptioo of these follows. 

A properly recorded blo,ck consists (}f 120 lines (ea-Ch line containing six 
data bitsi.ior·120 compttt~r words. Thtis.-, 120 External Wcites :or Eyternal Reads 
need to be executed to r-ecord a bl~ck or read a block. The flow of information 
in a writing operation -is from lOB to the Tape Register {TR) to the tape. 
Each line of tape written consists of six data bits from TH. a parity bit, and 
a sprocket pulse •. A-f'ter six. lines of "tape ---are -wr4tteJl~ 'the next word to be 
written is u.:Mlsmitt.ed- t() ill. Since the tape operati-&1tS"prGe-eed under their 
own timingcoatrol ... a w-Ord GUst be ready in lOB for transfer to TR eeach time 
tape control SiigAi-fi-.e.s it :is readyw write a wor-d~ U an External Write 
ins tructiQ8_ ,bs -Bot i1leel1 executed to fl1l 1084 a .~ Ittf~JBa tioo faul t is gener­
a ted which calt~es: a '8 F.a.u.ltcompu.te.r st9P a-Bd ata-pe sto, a-t the end of the 
current: b~ .. - :-'ftlus ... a No . Information fault indicates ~1. -:in'Sufficient EK's 
are pro:gralJlBled. 91: a-nExternal Wri t-e is --programmed to be ex--eou-t-ed too la tee 

The flow of information in a reading operation is from tape to the Align 
Input Register (AIR) to the Tape Register to lOB. The transmission from AIR 
to 'lR is caused Jly 4:he sprocket l'ui:se--fde-l1ij'-ed-} ~ch was recorded wi th the 
bits now in AIRo Information is assembled in TR six data bits at a time. 
When six lines have heen read, TR contains a complete word and tape control 
performs the tr-ansmission 1R to lOB. Again, the assembly of words in TIl pro­
ceeds timewlse 411der tape opera tioncontrol. ' The natur~of the lOB lockout 
system provides the-wait f.ol."-IOB to be filled if an External Read instruction 
is begun before 108 receives information from/external equipmenti after this 
occurs the External Read is completed and the content of lOB is sent to computer 
storage. If tape control performs a second transmission TIl to lOB before lOB 
has been cleared by an ER, an 10 computer fault is incurred, a B Fault computer 
stop occurs, and tape movemeat is stopped at the end of the current block. 
This again courd ~ean a- lack ~f sufficient ERGs programmed or the tardy execu­
tion of an External Read. 

The detection of a sprocket _ error dur ing reading ini tia tes a tape s-top 
immediately and causes a B Fault computer stop. The occurrence of a parity 
check error is detected at the end of the block in which it occurred. At this 
time a tape stop is initiated and a parity error is indicated by setting a "I" 
in stage IOAQof the lOA register. Thus lOA must be checked at the completion of 
reading every block before any continuance of tape operation. 

The halt of a correctly executed read or write operation occurs when 8 stop 
code in the Tape Control Register (Tm) and an "end of block" count both exist. 
tietrcv,- if'only one bloek Is to be -read or wr i t ten, The s top code may be placed 
in TOR by the External Function instruction which initiated the read or write 
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operation; if more tlw~ one bl~ck i!; to ~e read or wr~:,ten •. t!H: stop .c~dc is 
placed in Ten by an EF Illstructlon follO\Hng the ~(lst EI~ or ER Ins:ru~tIon. In 
this case the EF instruction needs only to contnln the stop code In Its v-add~ 
ress. A ~rograrumed stop tape operation is necessary only to c6nclude reading 
and writing operations. 

A progra~ned External Function instruction for a move operation must in­
clude the Move Forward or Move Backward code and a specification of the number 
of blocks to be moved. The number of blocks n to be moved are coded in IOB]1 
••• 10B. During a moving operation no information transfer occurs past the 
Align ~nput Register. The delayed sprocket pulse from each line of tape does 
not cause the transmission AIR to TR but is ttSed- ~l-y ~&- form &- eount of the 
lines moved. Each time a block count is reached, the Block Counter is reduced 
by one. When BK has been reduced to zero, a tape stop is initiated. In 
moving, the detection of a block with less than 720 recorded lines does not 
effect a tape stop and a computer fault; the detection of a block with more 
than 720 recorded lines causes an immediate tape stop and a computer B Fault 
stop. 

A change in the bIas level needs to be programmed only when an incorrect 
reading operation has occurred. Reading forward and backward at the high and 
lo~ bias levels may accomplish a correct reading of the block. It is not per­
missible to program any other tape operation in the instruction which specifies 
a change in bias. The return to the normal reading bias level must also be 
programmed unless a computer Master Clear o-CCU-l"S which also accomplishes this. 

Both the Rewind and Rewind with Interlock operations cause the tape on the 
uniservo specified to be positioned to its leader position. A uniservo whose 
tape has been rewound with interlock cannot be referenced effectively until 
the uniservo door interlock switch has been op~ned and closed. This occurs 
when the uniservo is provided with another tape. 

After the Rewind and Rewind with Interlock operations are through their 
initiation phase, another tape operation on a different uniservo may be started. 
Thus, any number of uniservos may be rewinding concurrently. If a tape 
operation is desired on a uniservo which i~ rewinding when this tape operation 
is initiated, the tape operation is held up' un-til the rewinding is completed. 
Then, if the tape has not been rewound with interlock the tape operation is 
resumed and completed. 

It is not possible to execute correctly a second tape operation on any 
uniservo while a previous one is still in progress unless the tape operation in 
progress is a rewind operation . 

b. GLOSSARY. - The following glossary lists terms- pertaining to the'mag­
netic tape syst~m. A brief description is- g:ire~ ().f tk-e- primaFY fu.nction of 
the principal registers and counters involved in tape ~9ntrol. Also deseribed 
are the basic divisions in which tape control c-~nents are grouped to handle 
the various tape operations. 

The si.mplified diagrams shown in Figy.pe-5 1 - 4 • although they are ey no 
means complete in detail, show adequately for purposes here the interrelation­
ship between the control components as they are involved- in starting a tape 
operation and tape reading, moving, and writing operation. 
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Read/Writc head - Binnry digits are represented in channels across the 
width of the tape as areas magnetized in opposite directions. In a 
wTiting operation areas in the channels on the forward moving tape are 
magnetized in the "0" direction except when pulses are received by the 
read/write head from tape control in which case areas are magnetized 
in the "1" direction. 

In a reading operation the read/write head, as it detects in the 
channels the areas magnetized in the "In direction, directs pulses to 
be sent to tape control. Accurate detection occurs when the backward or 
forward moving tape has reached its free-running ra te (100 inches_ per second). 

Erase head - during a writing operation, the erase head magnetizes in the 
"0" direction the entire width of the tape in its passage under the 
erase head. The position of the crase head several inches from the 
read/write head is such that the traversal of the tape in a forward 
direction is first under the erase head and then under the read/write 
head. This guarantees a "clean" portion of the tape on which to write. 

Tape Leader - the plastic length of the tape which precedes the metallic 
length of the tape o~ which information can be recorded. 

Ringed tape - A tape reel fitted with a ring which prevents "riting on this 
tape and in so doing provides indication of this condition. This feature 
is to be made available in the near future. 

Writing Oscillator - emits pulses at the rate of one every ~80 ~s (for 
writing 128 lines/inch) or one every 200 ~s (for writing 50 lines/inch). 
The rate depends upon the selection made for density of lines in a 
writing operation. An oscillator pulse (in conjunction with other 
conditions) initiates the writing of a line. 

Sprocket Pulse -formed by sensing the sprocket channel as a line of tape 
moves past the read/write head in a teading or moving operation. After 
a short delay the sprocket p,'lse is instrumental in a reading operation 
in,routing the information read from that line of tape to the computer. 
In a moving operation each sprocket pulse is used to form a count of 
lines moved. 

Parity bit - recorded on each line of tape during a writing operation and 
used as a check on the accuracy of rending each line of tape. The 
parity bit generated during writing a character (six data bits) is a 
"l" if the number of "l's" in the charac tt~r is even and a "0" if the 
number of "l's" is odd. The sum of the duta bits and the parity bit 
should b~ odd. 

Bad Spot Control 
Bad Spot on tape - Areas on the tape on which no recording should pe 

attemptod are marked as "bad spots". Iloles punched in the tape 
precediug. following, and in the bad ::Ipot area are sensed by 

",,-<~ootrlc, tape readers dttring tftPC movement. During a reading 
operatjon, Bad Spot Control interprets the position of these holes and 
temporurily stops any transmissions from tape until the bad spot is 
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passed; during a moving operation E~l!l Spot Control stops temporarily 
the counting proceuur-c of the lines moved i duripg a writing operation, 
Bad Spot Control temporarily stops oscillator pulses from init~ating 
the writing of a line. 

Reading Bias - the voltage applied to the read/write head when reading 
from the tape_ Dy changing the bias level to higher or lower than 
normal, the read/write head responds to weaker than normal signals 
on the tape or ignores objectional "noise" factors on the tape. 

Tape Control Register (TCR) - a 12 bit register in the tape control system 
which recei ves the bi ts in 101323 ••• 10°12 when the bi t in 10B31 is "Itt 
(Select Magnetic Tape bi t). The actual transmission 108-> TeR is held 
up (i.e., TeR is ~~locked out U

) until the tape control system signals 
that it is ready to receive another operation code. The presence of 
operation bits in TeR enables the various tape operations ... 

B1J),ck.Counter {BK) - a 12 bi t register in the tape control system whicb 
'~"f~--r"eceives4 tne bits in 10Bll ••• 10BO on an IOB-3>TCR transmission as 

described above. The content of BK is used to regulate the number of 
blocks (n) moved in a More Forward or More Backward operation. 

TapeRegist~r (TR) - a 36 bit register in the tape control system through 
f"l' ". wliI'ch'W4oids are routed in their transmiss ion between tape and lOB. In 

a writing operation six-bit segments of a word in TR (placed there by 
an External Write instruction) are positioned in TR5 ••• 0 and consequently 
written on tape. In a reading operation, a word is assembled in TR until 
six lines have been received; the transmission TR~IOB then occurs. 

j 

AliW rnPt' Regisl( •• (AIR) - a seven bit register which receives six data bits 
ana t e parity bit from a line of tape passing under the read/write head 
in a read or move operation. In a reading operation the delayed sprocket 
pulse formed by sensing the sprocket channel in the same line of tape 
causes the transmission AIRS. 0 • O~11l35 .... 30; . AIR is then cleared. 

Tape Shift Counlir,(TSK) - a counter which regulates the shifting in TR of 
• "ilieSlx aata bits of a line. On the completion of the shift of six 

bits (one line), a TSK "end carry" is propagated which is interpreted 
as an "advance [1(" signal by the Line Counteri TSK is then cleared". 

Line Counter (LK) - a counter which controls during reading and.writing 
» the shlltlng in 1R of the six lines of a word. In a reading operation, 

when six lines have been assembled in TH, LK propagates a signal to 
effect 1R~IOB; an "advance WK It signal is sent to the Word Counter, 
and TR and LK are "cleared". In a writing operation when six lines have 
been written on tape from IR5 0' LK propatates a signal which clears 
TR and enables the transmisslon·IOB~m (if lOB has been filled by an 
E.W instruction) i an "advance WK" signal is sent to the Wor d Counter, 
and LK is "cleared". 
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In 8 moving operation LK 1s advanced by the receipt of a delayed 
_ . sprocket pulse. When six lines have been "moved", an "advance WK" 

signal is sent to the Word Counter and -LK is cleared. 

Word Counter (WK) • counts the number of words read, written, or moved 
until a blockette count is reached; i.e., when a 20 word count is 
reached, an "advance BTK" is sent to the Blockette Counter and WI{ is 
"cleared". 

Blockette Counter (BTK) - counts the number of blockettes read, written, 
or moved until a block count Is reached; i.e., when a six blockette 
count is reached, 8 "BTK end carry" is sent to various portions of 
tape control,and, ~K is "cleared". A BTK end carry is used during a 
moving operation to subtract "Itt from the Block Counter . 

. 1 
Tape Control Register Sync (TCRS) - controls the transmission IO~TCR 

and informs the· Tape Start C£ntrol of this transmission when It occurs.-

Tape Start Control (TSC) ~ decides if tape movement is to be initiated after 
the IOB~TCR transmission; if so, TCRS is directed to "lock out" any 
IOB~TCR transmissions until further notice. 

T~pe Direction Control (TOC) 
Tape Direction Delay Control (TODC). decides if tape movement is to be in 

an opposite direction from the 'previous movement. A delay is incurred, 
the length of which depends upon whether a reversal is required. which 
provides the time necessary for the adjustment of the tape handling 
mechanisms. Tape movement is started after the prope~ delay. 

Tape Leader Delay Control (TLOC) ... determines whether the tape being m'oved 
is on its leader. If so, a delay is incurred, allowing the tape to 
be moved off its leader, before further tape operations are initiated. 
It a read, write. or move operation is ,to oceur, the appropriate con­
trol sections are informed of this after the delay. 

Tape Shift Counter Control • controls the shifting of the Tape Register 
during reading and writing operations and propagates an "end carry" 
when shifting is completed. 

MT Write Control ~ decides if and when the current oscillator pulse received 
during 8 writing operation should effeot the initiation of the writing 
of a -line and informs other portions of' control (Tape Shift Counter 
Control, Write Fault Control, parity control) of Its deoision. Delays 
prevent the oscillator pulse from being effective while block spacing, 
blockette spaCing, or a bad spot is being moved past the read/write bead. 

Tape Write and Resume Control .... signals the read/write head to write a 
line of tape when six bits have been shifted into position in TR; 
advaRce. the Line Counter when a line is written. 
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Tape Register Control (n~C) - int~rprets a Line Counter end carry during a 
writina operation to mean that a word has been written on tape and Tn 
shouldvnow receive the next word to be written; .hence, It directs the 
olearing of m and enables the transmission 10B->m if lOB has been 
.filled by an ElV instructi OD. During a reading operation, directs 
the transmission TR~IOB and clears TR when it receives a LK end 
carry. 

Tape Parity Translator 
Tape Parity Translator Control - during a writing operation, determines 

the parity bit to be written; during a reading operation, determines 
if each line )Vas read correctly by checking its parity bit. Indicates 
a parity errdr at the end of reading a block. 

Write Fault Control - checks with Tape Register Control when th,e six-bit 
shift in 1R i.s illi tiated during wri ting to see if a Vlord is' present in 
m. If TRe indi~.ates that a word should be but is not in the Tape 
Register because .an EW instruction has not yet been executed, a No 
InformatioJl fault is indicated. 

Read and Move Control - during a reading operation, controls the transmission 
of the data bits from AIR to TR, and notifies other portions of control 
of this transmis·sion each time it· occurs I During a moving operation, 
notifies the Line Counter of the movement of each line of tape past 
the read/write head .. 

Sproc.ket Error Control - during reading and moving operations, indicates a 
greater or less than 720 line count when a recorded block such as tais 
is detected. 

Block End Stop Control - during reading and writing operations, directs 
Stop Control to effect a tape s top any time a s top enable. is ·in TCR and 

. a BTK end carry is sensed. Also, if the BTK end carry is the result of 
the reading or writing of the last block of a number of blocks, the. 
"stop tape" signal is generated when the stop code is placed in TCR .. 
Dur ing a moving operation, the BTK end carry which reduces the Blo.ck 
Counter to a zero count directs Stop Control to effect a tape stop. 

c~ OPERATION SEQUENCES. - On the following pages the theory of operation of 
the magnetic tape system is described in terms of a Start Sequence, Read, Write 
and Move Sequences, and a Stop Sequence. The conditions necessary for initiating 
and:eontinuing the steps of each sequence to its conclusion are l~ed. 

The presentation of each sequence is as follows: the portion of control 
being described is bracketed and its title noted in caps to the right of the 
description of its function. The functional signals and conditions effective 
i~ this portion of control are listed to the left of the page; the signals or 
conditions resulting from thesd are indented below them. The source and des­
tination of functional signals are noted directly to their right. A condition 
lfstjt(t_a~~lUL '~enable" __ sl1Cll ~tlS qw;rJte~ors~t()peRqbl~ __ i~t eff_ecte~bythe 
presence of the operation code in the Tape Control Register (described previously 
in the glossary). 

"Flow diagrams" precede the Write, Read, and Move Sequences. 
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START SEQUENCE 

(assuming the occurrence of the transmission X to lOB during the execution 
of a previous External Function tape instruction>. 

lOB Select "1" 
AND

31 

No lOB to TCR transmission within previous 10 ms 
No ~oving operation in progress (no move enable from TCR) 
No Initiate Stop signal received within previous 10 ms 
No ''TCR lockout If. 

i.e., (1) No reading or writing of a block in progress, 
reading or writing not occurring while tape is moving through 
inter.block spaces; and (2) No Rewind initiation in progress; 
a rewind operation completes the initiation phase after the 
Start Tape signal is emitted. 

{

IOB23 ••• 12 --:)-TCR 
after all of 10Bli ••• 0 ~BK 
condi t ions . Clear lOB 
above met Initiate Start to Tape Start Control 

Initiate Start from TCRS or Manual Start 
AND 
Not (BK=O and Move Enable) ** 
AND 
Uniservo j Select Enable ••• 

provided uniservo j is available * ••• 
Set TCR lockout to TCRS 
Initiate Tape Movement to TDC 
lOB Resume to lOB Control if there is a Read, Write, 
Move. Rewind, or Rewind Interlock enable from TCR. 

TAPE 
CONTROL 
REGISTER 
SYNC 
(TCRS) 

TAPE 
START 
CONTROL 

(TSC). 

* The condition of the TCR.'lockout.·is effect~d~by the:following signals: 

TSK end carry from Tape Shift Counter during reading and writing-' 
Initiate;Start from Tape.Start Cont~ol (if the ,conditionsnoted.exist)­

Set TCR lockout 

BTK end carry from Blockette Counter during reading, writing, and moving­
Following 8 Start Tape signal for a Rewind or Rewind Interlock operation­
"Master Clear" tape control system from Stop Control-

Clear TCR lockout 

.* .•••.••• ~. (see the following page) 
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•• Not (BK=O and Move Enable) COD be any of the following combinations: 

No love Enable and BK=O 
No Move Enable and BKPo 
Move Enable and BK~ 

A Move Enable and BK=O (with a valid uniservo selection) clears TCR o effects an 
lOB Resume but no TCR lockout. Thus, the next tape operation may be initiated 
immediately • 

••• A uniservo seleotion is not necessary for a Bias Change operation. No 
TCR lockout is effected but also no lOB Resume is given at this point. A 
Bias Change Acknowledge Signal occurring approximately 20 ms later effects 
the Clear TCR and lOB Resume signals. Any EF instruction attempted during 
this time will set up an lOB lockout condition • 

•••• uniservo j is not available when 

(1) no uniservo designation has been made. 

(2) uniservo j doesn't existi i.e. the j designation exceeds the number 
of installed uniservos and hence is ,not allowable, or none of the 
physical units have been designated as j. (This would include the 
case where the unit assigned the number j is out of use for maintenance 
purposes). When a correct designation is made, the uniservo j becomes 
available. (Two uniservos cannot be given the same designation - this 
will cause a computer B-Fault.) 

(3) uniservo j is rewound with interlock. An attempt to remove a tape 
from a uniservo rewound with interlock while referencing that uniservo 
results in a "not ready" condition and a Uniservo Interlock fault as 
explained below. 

If uniservo j is rewinding when referenced, it is available when 
rewinding is completed, if it is not interlocked at completion. 

If uniservo j is not available for any of the above reasons, tape movement is 
not started, no TeR lockout is effected, and no lOB Resume is given. Any 
External Function or External Write (or External Read) instruction attempted 
under these conditions will set up an lOB lockout condition. 

Uniservo j ~s "not ready", when the uniservo interlock circuit is open, 
i.e., voltage is dropped in the unit. This Is evidenced by the extinguishment 
of the green "Ready" indicator on the uDiservo. If this condition exists. 8 
Uniservo Interlock fault results from referencing this uniservo. This causes 
a B-Fault computer stop. The Set TeR Lockout, and 'Initiate Tape Movement 
Signals occur, but tape movement is not started. 
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Initiate Tape Movement from TSC 1 
Initiate Initial Delay to TDDe TAPE 
Initiate Direction Ch~nge Delay to TDDC if tape movement JDIRECTION 

is to be in opposite direction from previous tape movement CONTROL 
(TOC) 

Initiate Initial Delay from TDC 
after 2.5 ros delay 

Leader Delay Probe to TLDC 
Set Leader Delay to TLDC 
Start Tape to Tape Drive Control 

siroultaneously-

Initiate Direction Change Delay 
after 600 ms (for direction change) 

Leader Delay .pr,obe to TLDC 
Set Leade~ J)el,ar to TLDC 
Start Ta'Be ~:t.Q Tap,e Drive Control 

Set Leader Delay ir.om TDDC.a.d Write Enable 
Start ~W>J."d~te lto['ape Register Control 
Star;t tWtrd.ite to Wri te Control 

OR 

Set Leader Delay., iLea~ tQela-y Probe finds 
uniservo jj ,OJ) lleQ,d,aI'dand Write Enable 

afte!r 11500 ims 

OR 

Sta-ritWri te to Tape Register Control 
Statt Write to Write Control 

Set Leader Delay fr.om TDDC and Read Enable or Move Enable 
Start Read/Move to Read/Move Control 

OR 

Set Leader Delay .• Leader Delay Probe finds uniservo j on Leader. and 
Read or Mo~e Enable 

1 

after 1000ms J 
Start Read/Mo~e to React/Move Control 

OR 

Set Leader Delay. Rewind'm" Rewind with Interlock enable 
Clear TCR . 
Clear TCR lockout to TCRS 

TAPE 
DIRECTION 
DELAY 
CONmOL 
<TDDC) 

TAPE 
LEADER 
DELAY 
CONlROL 
(TLDC) 
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WRITE SEQUENCE 

Start Write - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - -
.I. I, v ' 

delay for block spacing I 
during tape acceleration 

delay for spacing ____ --<I 

between blocks 

delay for spacing, 

r bif any I between 
lockettes 

I 
ready to wri te I 

~ I 
on next effective I 

OSCIlLATOR ,PULSE* $ 
Chec,k for No Informatioa - -----~---- ---- -- OR 
Oet.ermine parity bit -~-
Shift m lef1 6 times -L , 

I 

Write parity .. sprocket, V- - - -- -It I 
and 'IR5 0 if EW executed: if no EW: I 

Advance LK ••• lOB to m set Stop enable I 
Clear lOB in TCR ' 

line shifts 1: 6 

~, 

lOB Resume initiate fault: 
I 

LK end carry --- - - --- ---- - --. -.---
(one word written) 

~~.ear TR 
Advan(',e WK 

~----------------~I '# 20 word.s 

: 720 wo;rds 

no s op 

I: WK end carry 
. (20 words written) 

\V 
Advan~e B11{ 

BTK end carry 
(1 block written) 

Stop enable 

Initiate Stop (see Stop Sequenc~) 

• Oscillator pulses do not effect any writing initiation during any of the delays 
quoted and during the time the tape Is moving through~a bad spot, During a stop 
inltl!l11on. oscillatorpulsegare made temporarily ineffectual by virtlle of the 
delay (for the inter-block space) caused by a BTK end carry. During this 
delay, a Master Clear from Stop Control re~ders them ineffectual until the 
next Write Sequence. 
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WRITE SEQUENCE 

from Tape Leader Delay Control (from Start Sequence) 
Start Write to Tape Register Control 
Start Write to MT Write Control 

WRITING PULSES FROM OSCILLATOR 

AND (any of following groups) 

Start Write from TLDC, 1,0 block spacing enable 
after 7,5 ms delay 

(see below) 

OR 

Start Write from TLDC, 2.4 block spacing enable 
after 14,5 ms delay 

(see below) 

OR 

initiate 
, start writing 

MT Write Control I set to "I" (set by Start Write initiate 

l 

from TLDC; cleared by Stop Write from Bad Spot Control; write one line 
cleared by BTK end carry and reset 1,8 microseconds ,on each,osc 
later if no Stop Select; cleared by '~aster Clear" - pulse 
see stop sequence, 

(see below) 

OR 

Start Write from Bad Spot Control 
(see below) 

OR 

BTK end carry, 1,0 block spacing enable, write enable, 
no stop enable 

after 10 ms delay, 
(see below) 

OR 

BTK end carry. 2,4 block space enable, no stop enable, 
write enable 

after 24 ms delay 
(see below) 

OR 

initiate 
continue 
riting after 

bad spot has 
passed 

initiate 
continue 
writing after 
block space 
bas passed 

MT 
WRITE 
CONTROL 
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WI end carry. write enable, 1.0 blockette space eDable 1 I !!!~ 
after 10 ., delay nnAAw 

(see below) , I ,'(l)NmOL 
initiate (continued.) 

J:~~!!::e after I . 
IX end carry, write enable, 0.1 blockette space enable blockette space 

after I ms delay hal passed 

OR 

Cheek Write Fault to Write Fault Control 
Set Parity to Parity Translator and Control 
Initiate Shift to Tape Shift Control 

Initiate'Shift from MT Write Control 
TR shifted left six times 
TSK end carryon last shift-

Write signal 'to Writp and Resume Control 
Set TeR lockout to TCRS (Start Sequence) 
Clear Block End Indicator to Block End Stop Control 

Write Signal from Tape Shift Control 
Write one line (parity bit, sprocket. TR5 ••• 0 
Wri te Resume (Advance LIO 

Advance Line Counter 
(LK advanced six times, on sixth advance-) 

LK end carry to Word Counter 
LK end carry (Clear TR) to Tape Register Control 

Advance Word Counter 
(WK advanced 20 times, on last advance)­

WK end carry to Blockette Counter 
WK end carry to MT Write Control 

Advance Blockette Counter 
(BTK advanced 6 times, on last advance-) 

BTK end carry (set Block End Indicator) to 
Block End Stop Control 

BTK end carry to MT Write Control 
BTK end carry (clear TCR lockout) to TSC (Start Sequence) 

Block End Indicator set and Stop Select enable available before 
next, if any, T5K end carry received 

Initiate Stop (Write) to Stop Control 
Inl tiate Stop to Teas (Start Sequence) 

TAPE SHIFT 
<COUNTER 

AND) CONTROL 
(T51O 

1 
TAPE 
WRITE AND 
RESUME 
CONTR<L 

1 
LINE 
COllITER 
(LK) 

COUNTER 
(WIO 1 
WORD 

BLOCIffiTIE 
COUNl'ER 
(BTK) 

]. 

BLOCK 
END 
STOP 
CONrRCL 
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Start Write froll '1tJ)C 
OR 
Write Enable and LK end carry (clears TR) 

AND 

x ~ lOB (From Elf instruction) 
'IOB~TR 

Clear lOB 
lOB Resume 

. {: Start ". Wri te 
if OR 

Write Enable and. LK end carry 

AND 

Cheek Write Fault from MT Write Control before EW instruction 
executed 

Set Parity 

Indicate fault 
Set TeRIO and TCRII i:(stop code) 

Wri te Parity Enable to Wri te and Resume Control 
(if no. of "l's" even) 

1 
I 

TAPE 
REGISTER 
CON'IR<L 

WRITE 
'FAULT 
CONTROL 

] 

TAPE PARITY 
TRANSLATOR 
AND CONTROL 
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I~ 

i~ 

:: 5 
. rBTK 

I 

READ FORWARD [)lACKWABO] SEQUENCE 
(Delayed sprocket pulle~40 )II after. tape line to Alit 

Start lead/love 

~ 
No Stop Read/ 

~ 

Delayed spric 
Start Read/llo 
trom Bad Spo 

Moye fro. Bad Spot Control 

ket Pulse AND 
ve <Initial or 
t Control) 

(Am to TR35. •• 30) 
~ , 

Shlftnl left six times 
OR 

. 

[Shift TR rig 
DIeck pari ty 

ht six times] 
bi t ______ ... l ... f-'e .... r4.rl&llor ...... ---~ 

ready error' indication 
~I' Advance LK 

line shifts left -# 6 
OR 

D,ine' shlftsrlgbt #5] 

m to lOB 
\~ 

lOB ,Read Ackn 
Clear 111 
Adv8I ce Word 

:;. 20 words read 

,,, 
Advance Block 

I 

1: 6 blockettes 

1 word(' lines) in TR 
LK end car.,y 

owl edge 

Counter 

20 words read 
WI( end carry 
ette Counter 

720 word, read 

t , 
I , 
t 
I 
I. 
I 
I 
I' 
I 

I 
Blook spacing detected BTK end carry T ,.rdJ 
Indioate lault 

I 
I , 
I 
• I 
I 
I 1~ 
I Check fo 

VI Stop enll 
,--~- ---- ---- --- .-..- - --

~ 

f , I 
I I 

re~elve + ' 
7218t lOA Read I , 
sprocket Actnowledge Set 
pulse lOA ; , 
Indicate : 
fault I 

r' : 
ble t : 
- - - - --A- - __ - - - ____ - - - J 

DQ atop, read next block 
any stop 

I~ 

Initiate Stop (ice Stop Sequence) 
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READ FORWARD SEQUENCE 

when tape has reached free-running speed, line of tape -;)I-AIR. Delayed 
sprocket pUlse emitted approximately 40 us later. 

from Tape Leader Delay Control (from Start Sequence) 
Start Read/Move to Read Control 

Start Read/Move (from TLDC) 
OR 
Start Read/Move from Bad Spot Control 

Set Read/Move Control I to "1" (cleared by Stop Read/ 
Move from Bad Spot Control, giving Hold Clear AIR) 

Read/Move Control I "I" (and Read Enable) 
AND 
DELAYED SPROCKET PULSE 

AIR to TR35 •.• 30 and Tape Parity Translator 
Clear AIR 
Read "pulse" 

Read Pulse from Read/Move Control 

l READ 
AND 
MOVE 
CONTROL 

I Initiate Shift to Tape Shift Control 
Test Parity (check odd count) to Parity 

Translator J 
1. DELAYED SPROCKET PULSE 
2. possible "1" from parity track 
3. possible odd count from check of bits 

Check Parity from Tape Shift Control AND 1 only or 1, 2, and 3. 
Set Parity Error Indicator to "1" 

BTK end carry 
lOA Read Acknowledge 

BTK end carry and Parity Error Indicator "I" 
Set parity error indication in lOA 
Initiate parity error stop to Stop Control 

TAPE 
PARITY 
TRANSLATOR 
AND 
CONTROL 

Initiate parity error stop to TCRS (Start Sequence) J 

Initiate Shif~ fromMT Read Control 
TR shifted left six times 
TSK end carryon last shift-

Clear Block End Indicator to Block End Stop Control 
Check Parity to Par it)'-~C.on1rol 
Advance U( 

Set TCR lockout to TCRS (Start Sequence) 

TAPE SHIFT 
(COUNTER AND) 
CONTROL 
(TSK) 



Advance L:lne Counter 
(LK advanced six times, on sixth - ) 

LK end carry to Word Counter (Advance WK) 
LK end carry to Tape Register Control 

Advance Word Counter 
(WK advanced 20 times, on last advance) -

WK end carry to Blockette Gounter 

Advance Blockette Counter 
(BTK advanced 6 times, on la st advance) -

BTK end carry to Block End Stop Control 
BTK end carry to Sprocket Error Control 
BTK end carry to TSC <Clear TCR lockout, Start Sequence) 

Block End Indicator set and Stop Select Enable available before next, 
if any, TSK end carry received 

Initiate Stop (Read) to Stop Control 
Initiate Stop to TCRS (Start Sequence) 

LK end carry 
TR~IOB 
lOB Read Ack~wledge to lOB Control 
Clear'l'R 

> 720 error caus;e<t by 
Delayed Sp,roeket no. 721 received wi thin 250 micros after 

BTK end c'a rry -
Initiate sprocket error stop to Stop Control 
Initiate sprocket error stop to TCRS (Start Sequence). 

< 720 error caused by 
BTK = 5, BSK = 0 
and during 225 micros wait after last delayed sprocket pulse 
"'('iW' additional sprocket pulse during thi s tithe) -
No WK end carry (i. e., no advance BTK) 
No advance BSK 

After, 225 aicros wait, all conditions above, and Read Enable 
Initl~te sprocket err~r stop to Stop Control 
Initiate sprocket error stop to TCRS' '(Start Seq uence) 

1 LINE 

I COUNTER 
(LIO 

/ 

] 

WORD 
COUNl'ER 
(WK) 

'1 

COUNTER 
(BTK) 

J 

BLOCKETIE 

1 
BLOCK END 
STOP CONTROL 

1 
TAPE 
REGISTER 
CONTROL 
(TRC) 

SPROCKET 
ERROR, 
CONTROL 

pulse rates . 
50 lines/ in: 
every~OO us 

128 1 ines/ in: 
every:::=:80 us 
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READ BAC~ ARD SEQUENCE 

when tape has reached free-running speed, line of tape~AIR. Delayed sprocket 
pulse -=40 us later •. 

from Tape Leader Delay Control (from Start Sequence) 
Start Read/Move to Read Control 

Same as Read Forward until LK = 5 

LX F 5 line shifts 
Initiate Shift to Tape Shift Control 
Set parity (test odd count) to Parity Translator and 
Control 

LK = 5 line shifts 
Inhibit Shift to Tape Shift Control 
Set Parity to Parity Translator and Control 

Same as Read Forward 

Same as Read Forward (except TR shifted right six times) -

Until 

Inhibit Shift from Read Control OLK = 5) 
AND 
Initiate Shift on sixth line 

No TR shift 
Simulate TSK end carry giving -

Clear Rlock End Indicator to Block End Stop Control 
Check 'arity to Parity Control 
Advance LK 
Clear TCR lockout to TCRS (Start Sequence) 

REMAINDER OF SEQUENCE same as Read Forward 

1 
READ 
AND MOVE 
CONTROL 

] 

TAPE PARITY 
TRANS. AND 
CONl'ROL 

TAPE SHIn 
COUNTER Aft) 
CONTRa.. 

(TSIO 

26 



MOVE FORWARD OR BACKWARD SEQUENCE 
(Delayed sprocket pulse~40 us after tape line to AIR) 

Start ,Read/Move 
.~ t 

No Stop Read/Move from Bad Spot Control __ I 
~----

Delayed Sprocket Pulse AND 
Start Read/Move <initial or 
from Bad Spot Control) 

Advance Line Counter 
I 

line shifts left # 6 

'f; 20 words 

IJ( end carry 

Advance Word Counter 
l 

1ll'K end carry 

Advance Blockette'Counter 

=51 I :B'lK ~ 6--blockettes 
V B1K end carry --------, 

Block spacing detected (1 block moved) ~ 

St:u~~t: ~~ ~~d_ ~a~r~ ______ ~ ~~~:!~~t 7~~~!e 

BK 0 

Back Block Counter Indicate fault 

BK = 0 
(n blocks moved) . 

I 

I 
I 

I 
W 

- - ~ - - ._.- - - - - - - - - - - - -, 

Initiate Stop 
(see Stop Sequence) 

27 



MOVE FOmVAHD OR BACKWARD SEQUENCE 

when tape has rcncnea free-running speed, line of tape -~J\IR. Delayed 
sprocket pulse emitted approximately 40 us later. 

from Tape Leader Delay Control (from Start Sequence) 
Start Read/Move to Read and Move Control 

Start Read/Move (from TLOC), 
OR 
Start Read/Move from Bad Spot Control lREAD 

Set Read/Move Control I to "I" (cleared 
from Bad Spot Control) 

by Stop Read/Move AND 

Read/ Move Control 1< "1" ( and Move Enable) 
AND 
Delayed Sprocket Pulse 

Delayed sprocket pulse to Line Counter (Advance LK) 

Advance Line Counter (Delayed Sprocket Pulse) 
LK advanced six times, on Sixth" 

LK end carry to Word Counter (Advance WK) 

Advance Word Counter 
WK advanced 20 times, on last advance -

WK end carry to blockette counter (Advance BTK) 

Advance Blockette Counter 
BTK advanced six times, on sixth -

BTK end carry to Block End Stop Control 
BTK end carry to Sprocket Error Control 
BTK end carry to Block Counter (Back BK) 

Blockette end carry 
Back BK (=n) until zero, then BK = 0 enable to Block 
End Stop Control 

BKT end carry, BK = 0, and Move enable 
Initiate Stop (Move) to Stop Control 
Initiate Stop to TCRS(Start Sequence) 

MOVE 
CONTROL 

J
LINE 
COUNTER 
(I.K ) 

J
WORD 
COUNTER 
(WK) 

BLOCKETTE 
COUNTER 
(BTK) 

] 

BLOCK 
COUNTER 
(BK) 

]

BLOCK END 
STOP 
CONTROL 
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>720 error caused by 
Delayed sprocket pulse no. 721 received within 250 us 
after BTK end carry -

Initiate sprocket error stop to Stop Control 
Initiate sprocket error stop to TeRS (Start Sequence) 

<120 error caused by 
BTK :;: 5, BSK = 0 
!]Q during 225 us wait after last delayed sprocket 
pulse (no additional sprocket pulse during this time) 

No WK end carry (i.e •• No Advance BTK) 
No Advance BSK 

After 225 us. wait, conditions above, and Move enable 
Simulate BTK end carry to Block Counter 
Simulate BTK end carry to Block End Stop Control 
No fault indication 

1 

J 

SPROCKET 
ERROR 
CONTROL 
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STOP SEQUENCES 

(Signals from Read, Write, and Move Sequences) 

Ini tiate Stop (Wri tel from Block End Stop Control 
If 2.4 inch block space enable, after~ 9.5 ms delay -
If 1.0 inch block space enable, after~ 2.5 ms delay -

Stop Un!servo to Tape Dr! ve Control 
Clear TCR, BK, TR, AIR 
'~aster Clear" tape control system 

Initiate Stop (Read or Move) from Block End Stop Control 
after:::: 2.5 ros delay 

Stop Uniservo to Tape Drive Control 
Clear TCR, BK, TR, AIR 
'~aster Clear" tape control system 

Initiate Parity Error Stop from Tape Parity Translator and Control 

OR 

Initiate Sprocket Error Stop from Sprocket Error Control 

OR 

Initiate No Information Fault Stop from Block End Stop Control 

after~ 2.5 ms ,delay 
Stop Uniservo to Tape Drive Control 
Clear TCR, BK, TR, AIR 
'~ast~r Clear" tape control systemo 

STOP 
CONTR(L 
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d. TAPE OPERATION TIMING. 

(1) GENERAL.- Before a stuay is undertaKen of the avallable computation 
times during tape operations, it is helpful to review the conditions which are 
necessary during tape operations before 

(a) An ~xternal Function, External Write, or External Read instruc~ 
tion can be executed following an EF tape instruction and 

(b) the transmission IOB-->Tca can occur after an EF tape instruc­
tion is executed. (lOB is automatically cleared immediately after thls trans-' 
mission,) 

The transmission X~IOB during the execution of an EF or EW instruction is 
not possible after the execution of a previous EF instruction until an lOB 
Resume is received by lOB ContrOl. (A lockout condition is established by lOB 
when a second X~IOB transmission is attempted before an lOB Resume is received 
from external equipment.. This prevents the use of lOB for a second output oper­
ation before the first is completed.) No wait for an lOB Resume is necessary 
when an ER instruction follows an EF instruction since the attempted execution 
of an ER instruction sets up an lOB lockout until information is received from 
external equipment (and this transmission is not received until a tape opera­
tion is underway). An lOB Resume generated by tape control after an EF instruc­
tion indicates that tape control has accepted the current content of TCR'as a 
tape operation. Since this lOB Resume allows the loading of lOB by a second 
EF instruction or an EW instruction, TCR must be protected against receiving 
another IOB--7>TCR transmission until the first tape operation is completed. 
This protection is provided by setting the "TCR lockout" before giving the~IOB 
Resume. Then, since t~ese transmissions are blocked, lOB may be loaded safely 
by another EF or an EW (or an ER). Since a Bias Change operation does not 
effect a TOR lockout, it does not generate an lOB Resume until the change of 
bias is completed.) 

After an EF tape instruction has been executed, the TCR lockout set up by 
the previous tape operation must be removed before the operation code currently 
in lOB can be transmitted to TCR. (In some cases, as pointed out previously in 
the description of the Start Sequence, the removal of the TCR lockout is not 
sufficient to allow the IOB~TCR transmission.) 

It should be noted tha t if TCR has not been cleared previous to an lOB ~ Tal 
transmission, the logical sum of lOB and the current content of TCR is formed 
in TOR. This is not allowable except when an EF stop instruction is programmed 
to terminate a Read or Write operation. 

The occurrence of these signals, lOB Resume, set TCR lockout, clear TCR 
lockout, and clear TOR, during each of the legitimate tape operations is pointed 
out below. 

Read or Write Uniseryo j (and stop) 

1 When and it] is available (see Start Sequence). the Tal 
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lockout is set and the lOB Resume is given. 

2 A BTK end carry clears the TCR lockout. (A TSK end carry, 
if reading or writing is continued,resets it). 

3 A BTK end carry and a Stop enable initiates a tape stop 
during which TCR is cleared. . 

4 A stop initiation prevents another lOB to TCR transmission 
for approximately 10 ms. (See Start Sequence) 

~ote that an lOB to TCR transmission can occur immediately after 
the last BTK end carry (unless a Read or Write One Block and 
Stop operation was programmed). Since TCR is nGt yet cleared, 
no operation except a Stop should be programmed immediately 
after reading or writing n ()1) blocks J 
Move Uniservo j !!. blocks, n > 0 

I When and if j is available (see Start Sequence) the TCR 
lockout is set and the lOB Resume is given. 

2 BTK end carry clears the TCR lockout (TSK end carry resets 
it) but lOB to TCR transmission is not allowed until TCR is 
cleared, removing the Move enable. 

3 A BTK end carry from the nth block and a Move enable from 
TCR initiates a tape stop during which TCR is cleared. 

Stop Reading .2!. Writing of !!. ( )1) blocks 

(Uniservo designation and read or write enable remain in TCR 
from the read or write operation to be terminated.) 

I Since J IS available, the TCR lockout is set and the lOB 
Resume given. 

2 The Stop enable now in TCR with the previous BTK end carry 
initiates a tape stop during which TCR is cleared and TCR 
lockout cleared. However, the stop initiation prevents an­
other lOB to TCR transmission for approximately 10 ms. (See 
Start Sequence) 

Rewind j or Rewind j with interlock 

1 When and if j is available, TCR lockout is set and lOB 
Resume is given. 

2 When Rewind inffiation is completed (see Start Sequence) r 

TCR lockout is cleared and Ten is cleared. 
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1 TeR lockout IS 

2 Bias Change completion after approximately 20 ms 
effects 100 Uesume and Clear TeR. 

(2) AVAILABLE COMPUfION TIMES. 

(a) A tape operation becomes effective when the operation 
specification, as placed in lOB by an External Function instruction,is trans= 
mitted to TCR. This transmission may not occur immediately after the execu­
tion of an EF instruction. The initiation of a tape stop on any uniservo 
causes a Stop Initiation delay which prevents for 10 ms the following: lOB 
to TCR transmission, lOB to BK transmission, and Clear lOB signal. Consequent­
ly, t~e emission of the lOB Resume signal is also detained until this time, 
and longer if a Change Bias operation is being initiated. During this 10 
ms, an,E>.:ternal Function instruction may be executed but the tape operation 
is not initiated. The attempt to execute an External Read or External Write 
instruction, if a read or write operation is to be initiated,' or a second EF 
instruction, establishes an lOB lockout condition until the lOB Resume is 
emitted. 

(b) Between an External Function instruction for a read or 
write operation on uniservo j and the first External Bead or External Write. 
It is assumed that uniservo j is immediately available. 

Writing operation, Reading operation 

Possible Stop Initiation delay* 10 ms (maximum) lO ms (maximum) 

The following delays are incurred after a read or write operation is initiated. 
but before a word is trans~itted to lOB (in reading) 9r (in writing) before 
tape control assumes a word has been received from lOB. 

, Tape Direction delays 
normal 
if movement i[ to be in 

opposite direction from 
previous movement 

Leader delays 
if tape is on leader 

2.5 ms 2.5 ms 

600 ms 600 ms 

1500 ms 1000 ms 

• If ~~eEF Read or Write instruction immediately follows an EF Stop Instruc­
tion or the last ER or EW of a previous Read or Write One Block and Stop 
operation. See paragraph (a). 
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Block Spacing delays 
for one inch block spacing 
tor 2.4 inch block spacing 

7.5 ros 
14.5 ros 

5.0 ms • 
5.0 ms til 

The delays listed are "progressive", i.e., they are not initiated simultaneously. 
The delays listed detain signals internal to the tape control system with the 
exception of the block spacing delays listed for a reading operation. 

(0) Between successive External Read instructions or successive 
External Write instructions: 

at a recording density of 128 lines per inch 
at a recording density of 50 lines per inch 

436 microseconds 
1168 microseconds 

Tape moves at a rate of 100 inches per second. Therefore, for a recording 
density of 128 lines per inch,36-bit words are transferred to lOB ( or sensed 
from lOB) at the rate of one word every 468 microseconds (104• 6/128 microsec­
onds). When the execution time for the External Read (or External Write) in­
struction is subtracted from this time, 436 ~icroseconds remain for computation. 
The available computation times for other rec.ording densities are similarly 
computed. 

(d) During the time a block or blockette spacing is moving past 
the read/write head: 

Writing operation** Reading operation ••• 
One inch inter-block or 

~nter-blockette space 9.968 ms 7.468 ms 

2.4 inch inter-block space ' 23.968 ros 17.968 ms 

0.1 inch inter-blockette space .968 ms .118 ms 

·Actual reading of the tape does not begin until the tape is moving through the 
read/write head at its free-running speed. The times quoted above are acceler­
ation time for the tape to reach this rate. These delays assume no variation 
from a tape speed of 100 inches per second and are minimum times for this speed. 
The times of 7.5 or 14.5 are allowable assuming that block spacing is exactly 
1.0 or 2.4 inches and that tape movement is stopped exactly in the middle of the 
block spacing. Only when the block spacing is known to be consistently 2.4 inches 
can the 14.5 ms time be used. 

··During a writing operation the writing pulses are cut off for 10, 24, or 1 ms. 
These times minus the .032 ms execution time of the External Write instruction 
yield the times quoted above. 

···Again the reading rate is dependent on the tape speed and the length of the 
inter-block and inter-blockette spaces. It is ample to allow for a 25% devia­
tion in the length of spaces between blockettes and between blocks. Thus, the 
minimum available computation time"assuming tape motion at the rate of 100 
inches 'per second and a space of O-~'15 inches in -lengt'h. is computed to be 
(7500 - 32) microseconds while a "one inch" block space is moving by the read/ 
write head. 
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(e) A maximum computation time of 250 microseconds can be 
used for other than tap~, operations between the External Read or Write in­
struction which reads the last word in the last block and the External Func= 
tion instruction which initiates a tape stop. 

(f) Computation time available after a Move Forward or Move 
Backward operation becomes effective (on lOB to TCR, lOB to BK). Another EF 
tape instruction may be executed inmediately but it will not ,become effective 
until after times listed below. 

Tape Direction delays' 

Leader delay 
, or 

Accelerati~n time· 

minimum 2.5 ms or 
maximum 600 ms if tape movement is to be in 

opposite direction from last movement. 

1000 ms if tape positioned on leader 

5 ros if tape not positioned on leader 

Free-running time· for n blocks: 
Block X'at~ 

recording density 126 lines/inch 
recording density 50 lines linch 

Inter-block space rate 
one inch inter-block space 
2.4 inch inter-block space 

Stop Initiation delay 10 ms 

n x 56.25 ms 
n x 144.00 ms 

(D-I) x 7.468 ms 
( It -"1) x 17. 968 IDS 

(g) Computation time available after a Rewind or Rewind 
with Interlock operation becomes effective (on lOB to TCR). Another EF tape 
instruction may be executed immediately but the lOB to TCR transmission for 
this operation is not allowed until after the times listed below: 

Minimum 10 ms or 

Maximum 600 ms if tape movement is to be in opposite direction from last 
movement 

In addition to the times quoted above, if the tape instruction following a 
Rewind instruction references the same uniservo, this next instruction wlll 
not become effective until the rewinding is completed. Maximum rewinding 
time is approximately three minutes. In this ease, this time also could be 
used advantageously for other computations not referencing lOB. 

• Assuming no variation from a tape speed of 100 inches per second. 
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(h) Computation time ,available aftar a Change Bias uv~~~­
tion becomes effective. The attempt to execute immediately another External 
Function iDstruction establishes an ICE lockout condition. There is a 20 IDS 

delay after the initiation of 8 bias cbange before another EF instruction 
can be executed to its completion. 
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OPERATION 

a. OPERATION INDICATORS. - Tape operation is reflected by the condition 
of indicators on the uniservos, the tape control cabinet, and the lelt section 
of the computer control panel. These indicators and their reactions to tape 
operation and tape operation faults are discussed in the following paragraphs. 

(1) UNISERVO. - The "Ready·' indicator (green) is between the tape reel 
panel doorst upper center section of the uniservo. This indicator is illuminated 
when the uniservo interlock circuit is energized; i.e., when power has been 
applied to the uniservo, when the tape reel panel door switch is set to its ON 
position, and when the Forward Limit, Mylar Detector, Left Tape Loop, and Right 
Tape Loop switches ore in their normally closed position. If this indicator 
is not illuminated, the uniservo is not ready for operation. 

A failure to have the interlock circuit not energized because power has not 
been applied to the uniservos would not usually occur. Power is normally 
applied to the uniservos (and the tape control system) at the same time power 
is turned on for the computer. Normally, if it is noted that the "Ready" indi­
cator is not illuminated, the interlock circuit is not energized because one 
of the switches in the circuit is open. The condition which caused the switch 
to be opened must be corrected before any operation on the unit can be under­
taken. If operation is attempted on a unit in which the interlock circuit is 
not energized, a computer B-Fault condition is incurred. The interlock switches 
and the conditions which cause them to open are discussed in the" following 
paragraphs. 

The tape reel panel door switch is located immediately below the "Ready" 
indicator. This interlock switch must be set to OFF to open the left tape 
reel panel door and cannot be returned to its ON position until the door is 
closed. Effectively, then, opening the uniservo door causes the "Ready" indi­
cator to be dropped. The door must be closed and the door switch reset to ON 
before the interlock circuit is energized. 

A Mylar shim, or buffer tape, is inserted between the. read-write head and 
the metallic recording tape. This plastic tape serves to reduce both tape 
wear and friction. When this tape is broken or the supply is exhausted, the 
Mylar detector interlock switch is opened, dropping the "Ready" indicator. The 
replacement of the Mylar tape by maintenance procedures closes this interlock 
switch. 

The Forward Limit interlock switch is opened when the magnetic tape moves 
into its "leader" area on its far end, i.e. t the left-hand tape reel is 
depleted and the right-hand tape reel contains all of the tape. (The Forward 
Limit switch is opened when the "rubber bumpers" on the "leader" on the far 
end of the tape are detected). To close this switch and energize the uniservo 
interlock circuit, the tape must be rewound past its "leader" position. This 
is accomplished by opening the panel door "and manually turning the reel in the 
counter-clockwise direction several times (until the switch no longer makes 
contact ~with the rubber bumpers). "T1ie complete rewinding of the tape onto 
the left-hand reel can then be accomplished by the normal rewind operation 
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which cnn be instiGatod LL~illlal1y 1'1'c f..li'~ (;C!';;!,tcr eO:ltl'ol p:1;lel or under 
nroftram cont role 
I.- v 

The Right and Left Tape Loop s~;'i t.r.ll'.;~ are 0ld,,:11l'd rlLcn Uw tape loops arc 
out -of normal position. This could Lc cUHsed Ily tall:·: hrC':d::lal: or pO:'j~ibly 
could result from faulty operation of cOlltrol cireu.its in the uni!:.iervo. 
Maintenance procedures are .HH~cssary to correct those conciitioHS. 

De-energizing the uniservointerlock circuit could also be caused by 
blowing a fuse. A blovJn fuse in the uniservo cahinet is shown by the illumi­
nation oCthe Fuse indicator. 

Inside the right-hand tape reel door, above the tape reel mounting, arc 
_ indicators labeled nowind Interlock and Fault. Fuse and Temp. 

The Fuse indicator is illuminated by a blown fusc. This indicates that 
some part of the uni-servo is illoperat ive and the uniservo interlock circuit 
may be de-energized. Detection and replacement of the blown f~se is a 

. maintenance procedure. 

The Temp. indicator is illuminated when a temperature rise above 1200 F. 
is detected in the uniservo. This condition causes a computer A Fault and 
illuminates the Temp indicator in the A Fault Group on the computer control 
panel. Computer operation is halted by an A Fault condition. Operation is 
resumed after corrective maintenance by depressing the Clear A Fault button 
(unless a B-Fault has resulted from tape reading or writing occurring at the 
time of the computer stop. If this is the case t either (1), the ~rr fault 
indicator in t,he B-Fault group on the computer control pane I and the No 
Information fault indicator in tape control cabinet are illuminated, or (2), 
the 10 fault indicator in the B-Fault group on the computer control panel Is 
illuminated) • 

The Rewind Interlock indicator is illuminated when the magnetic tape has 
been rewound with interlock on the left-hand tape reel. This condition indi­
cates that the tape on this uniservo should be replaced before this unit Is 
used again. Opening the door to replace this tape drops the "Ready" condition 
of this unit (because the door swi-t-eh .. st. be set to OFF) and drops the re-
wound with interlock condition. ' 

Inside the right-hand tape reel door, above the tape reel mounting, are 
indicators labeled Clutch, stop (red) and Go·o(green). 'The Go tndicator Is 
illuminated by the sitJ-nal-which is sent to the tape drive mechanism to pull In 
the clutch and start tape movement. This indicator remains illuminate&- ItDt!1 
a stop tape signal is received by the tape drive mechanism to operate the 
brake, thus releasing the clutch. At this time the Stop indicator is illumi­
nated and remain~ illuminated until the tape Is re-started or until power i. 
dropped from the unit. 

(2) TAPE CONTROL CABINET. - This cabinet is located immediately to the 
left o(~~~h.e Power Supply Cabinet •. _.Located inside the right-hand door are tape 
fault indicators and the Logical Number Selection switches. Each uniservo is 
physical-ly defined by one of the numbers 1.2, •.• 10. depending upon the number 
of uniservos installed.. For instance, i. an installation has eight uniservos, 
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it would be expected that the numbers 1 ••• 8 would define the eight units. 
The Loaical Number Selection switches are labeled Uniservo 1, Uniservo 2, etc. 
Encirciing the switches are. the numbers 1 through 10. A uniservo i's ass igned . 
a logical designation by turning the appropriate selection switch so that the 
white line on the switch is in line with the number desired. The numbers 
available for logical assignment depends upon the number of uniservos installed, 
i.e., if eight uniservos are installed, any of these units may be logically 
assigned any of the numbers one through eight. Thus, if the eight uniservos 
at an installation are physically defined as uniservos 1 ••• 8, the switches 
labeled Uniservo 9 and Uniservo 10 should be set to the logical designations 
of 9 and 10. It is not allowable for two switches to be set to the same 
logical designation even though some of the switches define a non-existent 
uniservo. 

The tape fault indicators (red) above the Logical Number Selectionswitchea 
are labeled No Information, Sprocket Error, Selection Error, and UniserVOInter­
lock. These indicators are illuminated by the detection of one of these tape 
faults. These faults also cause the illumination of the MT indicator in the 
B-Fault group on the computer control panel and cause a computer B-Fault stop. 

The logical number Selection Error is caused at any time the computer is 
in operation by setting two Logical Number Selection switches to the same 
number. i.e., giving two "uniservos" the same logical design8:tion. The fault 
occurs regardless of whether or not the "uniservo" is non-existent or out of 
service for maintenance reasons. This fault must be corrected before computer 
operation can be resumed. Correcting the selection causes the Selection Error 
fault light to be extinguished. Operation is r~sumed by depressing the Master:· 
Clear Button (which drops the B-Fault light), making the desired selections on 
the computer control panel, and depressing the computer Start button. 

In order to prevent a Selection Error fault from occurring at the time ot 
making a logical. number designation change, the computer operation must be . 
stopped, Depressing the Force Stop button on the computer control panel will 
allow a setting to be made safely. Computation is re-started by depressing 
the Start button. . 

The Uniservo Interlock Fault is caused by referencing for a tape operation: 
a unit in which the interlock circuit is de-energized. This condition is shown 
on the unit referenced by the extinguishment of the "Ready" indicator. The 
causes of. this condition have already been discussed in the paragraphs dis­
cussing the "Ready" indicator and uniservo interlock circuit. Computer oper­
ation can be resumed by depressing the Master Clear button. which extinguishes 
both the ·MT and Uniservo Interlock indicators t making the desired selections 
on the control panel, and depressing the Start buttoni but, if the cause of the 
uniservo interlock fault was not corrected and the same unit is again referenced, 
the B-Fault will re-occur. Correcting the Uniservo Interlock fault during 
a 8-Fault Stop extinguishes both the Uniservo Interlock indicator and the IT 
fault indicator. Operation is resumed by depressing the Master Clear button 
(which drops the B-Fault indicator), making the desired selections on the 
control..£a_nel, and depressing the Start button. 

43 



The No Information and Sprocket Error faults are discussed later in the 
fault section. These faults can be cleared, and their indicators, the MT Fault 
indicator, and the B-Fault indicator are extinguished, by depressing the Master 
Clear button on the computer. 

When the occurrence of an MT B-Fault is noted, observing the condition of 
the tape fault indicators in the tape control cabinet is a~ aid to diagnosing 
the cause of the fault. Before the cabinet door is opened, the Bypass Cabinet 
Interlock key in the Test Switch group, right section of the computer control 
panel, must be turned to its Abnormal position. The failure to do this before 
opening a cabinet door causes an emergency power drop to the computer system, 
and maintenance procedures are necessary to resume operation~ 

(3) SUPERVISORY CONTROL PANEL. - Represented on the left section of 
the Supervisory Control Panel are components of the tape control system. The 
banks of lights which assist the operator in manual operation of the uniservos 
and aid in diagnosing certain of the fault conditions and computer operation 
"delays" are those labeled TCR. Tape Control Register, TR, Tape Register, and 
BK, Block Counter. The button labeled MT Test Start Step in the MT Test Writing 
Rate group is depressed to manually initiate a tape· operation. The illumination 
of one of the indicators labeled MT Read Bias, high or low, shows the selection 
of a read bias other than normal. 

The bank of lights labelled Center Drive ContrOl,' Start and Stop, indicate 
tape movement on the uniservos. An indicator in the top row is illuminated 
by an "operate clutch" signal to a particular unit; this indicator is e~­
tinguished by an "operate brake" signal which illuminates the indicator in the 
bottom row. The numbers below the ten pairs of indicators, between the "set" 
buttons (black) and "clear" buttons (white) are the physical definitions of 
the uniservos. If the need for an immediate stop of tape movement should arise, 
this can be effected, if the computer is not in operation at the time or'if 
operation is in the Test mode, by depressing the "clear" button for the 
appropriate uniservo. (Depressing ~lle computer Force Stop button stops operation~) 

b. PREPARATION FOR OPERATION. - The procedure for preparing for tape 
operation under program control or manual control is as follows (assuming that 
the uniservos have been properly fitted with tape reels): 

(1) Determine whether those Logical Number Selection switches in the 
tape control cabinet which physically define installed uniservos 
have been set to the logical number designations used in the 
program. 

NOTE 

O'he numbers which cau be used for logical designations 
cannot exceed the number of installed uniservos.) If 
any logical designations are to be changed and the com­
puter is in operation, the Force Stop button must be 
deprc:.;sed before Jnit{cJng the switch changes to prevent 
the occurrence of a Selection Error. 
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(2) Check for the illumination of the green "Ready" indicators on the 
uniservos to be used. If this indicator is not illuminated, the 
"not ready" condition must be corrected before this unit can be 
used. Assuming that power has been applied to the uniservos, the 
attempt to use any unit not ready causes a Uniservo Interlock 
B-Fault. 

(3) Check for the illumination of the Rewound Interlock indicators 
on the uniservos to be used. This condition should be eliminated 
before attempting any operation on the uniservo. A tape reference 
to a uniservo which has a Rewound Interlock condition causes a 
computer stall, and until this tape reference is removed from tape 
controi the attempt to eliminate the Rewound Interlock condition 
causes a Uniservo Interlock B-Fault. 

The procedure to replace any rewound tape is as follows: 

(1) Turn the door switch to its OFF position and open the left tape 
reel panel door. 

(2) The small spring clip connecting the magnetic tape and the leader 
should be positioned immediately below the tape reel. This 
connection is broken by spreading the sides of the spring clip, 
thereby releasing its prongs from the small cylindrical ending of 
the leader. 

(3) Pull forward the holding latch on the tape reel m.,0unting. This 
releases a locking pin directly under the knob from its position 
in one of the slots in the inner circumference of the tape reel. 
Remove the tape reel from the tape reel mounting. 

(4) Place another rewound tape on the tape reel mounting so that the 
tape winding is in the clocb~ise direction. Return the holding 
latch to its closed position, first positioning the tape reel so 
that the locking pin is inserted into any of the slots in the inner 
circumference of the tape reel. . 

(5) Connect the magnetic tape to its leader by inserting the prongs 
of the spring clip in the cylindrical ending of the leader. 

(6) Turn the tape reel counterclockwise until any tape slack is 
taken up. 

(7) Close the panel door and ~ the ~ switch to its ON position. 

c. MANUAL OPERATION. - To initiate tape operations from the computer 
control panel. the computer ~ be set to operate in the Test mode. The 
operations which can be successfully completed after a manual initiation are 
Rewind, Rewind Interlock, Move Forward and Backward, and Change Bias. To 
initiate one of these operations, set the desired operation code and uniservo 
selection "(-mceept tor a Change BiaSo~operation) in TCR by depressing the appropri­
ate "set" (black) buttons. (The white button is depressed to clear the 
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register). Manual settings may be made any time the computer is not in 
operation and when operation is in the Test mode. If a Move operation is 

·desired, the number n of blocks to be moved is inserted in BK •.. Depressing 
the MT Test Start Step button then causes the specified tape operation. 

At the completion of the Move Forward, Move Backward, and Change Bias 
Operations: the Tape Control Register and the Block Counter are automatically 
cleared. If the bias is changed to high or low, one of the bias indicators 
(red) in the.Ml' Test Writi.ng Rate group is illuminated. If a manual rewind 
operation is performed, TCR is clear~d wheq the rewind operation is initiated. 

The failure of the registers to be cleared as expected after atteD.1pting 
a manual operation could be due t.o one of the following reasons: (1) The Test 
mode of operation was not selected; (2) for a ·rewind or move operation, no 
uniservoselecti{)D was made in TCR or the uniservo specified is not available; 
(3) for .8. mov,eoper8tion. ,the block count set in TCR was greater than the 
number of blocks available for moving on the tape. This is evidenced by a 
-reduced block count 1:- O· in BK and a Uniservo Interlock B-Fault if the move 
was in a forward direction. 

If a manual Move Forward or MQve Backward operation is attempted without 
inserting a block count in BK, TCR is cleared but no tape movement is 
inItiated •. 
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IMPROPER PROGRAMMING OR OPERATION 

a.GENERAL - Consideration must be given to the effects of improper'pro­
gramming and operation errors on both tape operation and computer operation. 
In general, a program should run correctly ,if the equipment has been prepared 
properly, the uniservo designated is available, a legitimate tape operation 

=bas been specified, the correct number of External Reads and. External 
Writes have' been coded, a Stop has, been coded to terminate a Read or Write 
operation. and the timing restriction~ have been noted in coding, in particular, 
the External Read instructions, External Write instructions. and an EF Stop " 
instruction. A disregard fo~ these requirements may result in an operation 
"delay" (a temporary halt of operation) which (1) may not be immediately noticed 
or (2) may cause indirectly a computer fault; or a disregard for these require­
ments may cause direct ly a computer fault. Any time computer operation is 
stopped, t'ape operation should be stopped to prevent the possibility of at'run­
away" tape. i.e., a tape which moves free of control to its "leader" positioQ 
on the far end. 

I If ~rroneous operation is detected by the tape control system after tape. 
movement has been initiated, the tape control system effects the tape stop and 
initiates a B-Fault computer stop. The tape stop o.ccurs at the end of t,he block 
(i.e., midway of the next interblock space) which was being read, written, or 
moved at the time of the fault detection. At the time the "stop tape" signal 
is sent to the uniservo, the Tape Register, Tape Control Register, and tape 
counters are cleared. In some cases, the execution of computer instructions 
may continue until the time of the actual computer stop, approximately 80 ms . 
after the detection of the tape fault, If this is the case, and an External 
Function instruction for a tape operation is executed during this time, the 
possibility exists of starting another tape movement. If this next EF in­
struction executed is an EF Stop (Read or Write) instruction, the lack of a 
uniservo designation in TCR prevents the initiation of tape movement and effect. 
an lOB lockout c0!1dition. For this ,reason, it is important that an EF. Stop io- . 
struction does not specify any particular unfservo. If tape movement IS started 
erroneously, depressing the computer Master Clear button stops the tape move­
ment~ To stop tape movement without clearing any of the registers on the com­
puter control panel, a button in the Center Drive Control can be depressed as 
described in the section OPERATION. 

When computer operation is stopped by a computer A-Fault. aB-Fault. a 
Force Stop. or a Manually Selective programmed stop, any tape movement in 
progress at the time of the actual operation stop is halted (I), during a rewind 
operation. at the completion of the rewind: (2) during a move operation, at 
the completion of the movei (3.) during a read or write operation at the end of 
the current block being read or written. This block is not read completely or 
written correctly to completion since the appropriate number of External Reads 
and External Writes are not executed. 

10 diagnosing the cause of an operation delay or computer fault, noting 
the condition of the following indicators is helpful. 

(I) On the Supervisory Control Panel: 

The registers in Magnetic Tape Control, in particular, TR, Tea, BK. 
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The lOB register, located above TR. 

Tne program Control Register (PCr{) and Program Address Counter 
(PAK) both located in the center section of the control panel. At 
any time peR holds the instruction being executed and PAK holds the 
address of the next instruction to be executed. 

The 10 and MT fault indicators in the B Fault group, lower center 
section of the control panel. The illumination of the 10 fault 
indicator indicates the occurrence of one of the lOB (or IDA) exter­
nal faults shown in the External Fault group, lower left section of 
the control panel. The illuminat ion of the MT fault indicator shows 
the occurrence of some other fault originating in the tape system. 

The Temp fault indicator in the A-Fault group. 

An lOB lockout condition is shown by (1) the illumination of the 
top-most light in the column labeled Wait External in the Pulse 
Distribution Control group, center section of the control panel, 
and (2) the presence of an ER, EW, or EF instruction in PCR. 

(2) The indicators on the uniservos: Ready. Rewind Interlock, Fuse, 
and Temp. 

(3) The Fault indicators in the tape control cabinet: No Information, 
Sprocket Error, Selection Error, and Uniservo Interlock. 

Note: The door of the Tape Control Cabinet must not 
be opened without first turning the Bypass 
Cabinet Door Interlock key (in the Test Dis­
connect switches, right section of the com­
puter control panel) to its Abnormal position. 

b. OPERATION DELAYS - Operation is "delayed" when an lOB lockout condition Is 
caused by the failure to receive an lOB Resume from the tape control system. 
In most cases this is caused by the refusal of tape control to accept the 
current content of TCR as the proper specification for a tape operation or by 
the refusal of tape control to allow an lOB to TCR transmission. Erroneous 
conditions which cause operation delays are listed below: 

(1) Uniservo j not ava! lable. 
No uniservo designation made. 

Indications: Computer ceases operation with the next External Function, 
External Write, or External Read instruction in PCR. TCR contains the current 
tape operation select bits. lOB is cleared. 

Diagnosis: Operation delay is caused when j designates a "uniservo" 
for whioh there is no physical unit, when uniservo j is rewinding, when 
uniservo j is rewound with interlock, when the j designation is not allo~able 
(I.e •• itt!Xceeds the number of uhIservos installed), or when no j designation 
was made. Note the j selection in TeR, the assignment in the tape control 
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cabinet of this j to a uniservo, and the condition of the Rewind Interlock 
indicator on this uniservo. 

Correction: For the first condition. assigning j (as shown in TCR) 
to'one of the physical units relcas~s the IOn lockout condition and operation 
is resumed. In order to avoid causing a Selection Error B-Fault by changing 
any logical desigriations at this time, the computer Force Stop button must first 
be depressed. After re-assigning the logical designations, the computer is re­
started by depressing the Start button. If j is currently rewinding, operation 
is automatically resumed in no more than approximately three minutes if j is 
not rewound with interlock when rewinding is completed. If the stall is caused 
by referencing a uniservo rewound with interlock, this uniservo selection must 
be dropped from tape control to eliminate the stall condition and allow the . 
tape on the unit to be changed. This is accomplished by depressing. the Master 
Clear button, first nofinq the address in PAl( and the operation code in TCR. 
After eliminating the Rewind'Interlock condition, computation can be resumed' 
with the tape operation which caused the stall. This is accomplished by . 
start.ing with the instruction which specified the operation noted in TCR. The 
address of this instruction should- be the address of the first tape instruction" 
preceding the instruction whose address was noted in PAK. 

(2) Move Backward programmed for rewound tape (not with interlock). 

Indications: TCR contains the operation select bits for the' Move 
Backward operation. The next EF instruction is executed with lOB reflecting 
the contents of its v-address. Computer operation is delayed on the following 
External Function. External Write, or External Read instruction with one of 
these instructions in peR. The rewound condition of the tape can be noted by 
observat ion of the uniservo referenced. 

(3) Read Backward programmed for' rewound tape' (not with interlock). 

Indications: Computer operation is delayed on the first External 
Read attempted. PCR contains this instruction. TCR contai~s the Read Back-' 
ward operation codes. lOB is cleared. The rewound condition of the tape'can 
be noted by observation of the uniservo referenced. 

A Rewind programmed fora rewound tape, not with interlock, is 
allowable and needs no special treatment. 

(4) Read Backward n blocks when m «n) blocks are recorded. 

Indicat ions: An lOB lockout occurs dur Ing the execut ion of the, first 
ER for the block m+l. PCR contains this instruction. TCR contains the Read 
Backward operation code. lOB is cleared. Tape is rewound and stopped on the 
leader,. 

(5) Move Backward n blocks were m « n) blocks are recorded. 

Indications: TCR holds the Move Backward operation codes and BK bas 
a count &t-u-m. The next EF instl"4lCti.on is executed wit1l1OB reflecting the 
contents of its v-address. Computer operation is delayed on the next EF. EW. 
or Eft instruction with PCR reflecting one of these instructions. Tape is 
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rewound and stopped on the leadero (A Move Forward n >m blocks leaves the 
same conditions in the registers o but it also causes a Uniservo Interlock 
a--fault since tape movement is not stopped unt i 1 the far end of ihe iape is 
reached.) 

CO TAPE OPERATION FAULTS - The operation errors which may occur during tape 
operation are listed below and discussed in detail subseque~tly. 

Parity Check Error: effects a stop of tape movement; caused by a reading 
or recording error. 

Temperature Fault: effects a computer A-Fault; equipment fault. 

Uniservo Interlock: effects a computer B-Fault; operators error 
or equipment fault. 

No Information: effects a computer B-Fault; programming error. 

10 Read Fault: computer B-Fault; programming error. 

Selection Error: effects computer B-Fault; operators error. 

Sprocket Error: effects computer B-Fault; recording error. 

The detection of a parity check error does not effect a computer fault but 
does effect a stop of tape movement. At the completion of reading every block, 
a check is made to determine if a parity error occuired in reading any of the 
720 lines in the block. If one or more errors occurred, a ttl" is set into 
stage 0 of lOA and a tape stop is initiated. If no error was detected, only 
the lOA Read Acknowledge signal is sent to lOA. Thus. lOA must be "read" and 
its content tested after reading every block. Computation continues depending 
upon the result of the test. If a parity check error is indicated, the block 
can be re-read in the opposite direction, and read and re-read at the different 
bias levels. If none of these passes effect a correct reading, a computer stop 
can be programmed to indicate the unsuccessful attempt to read the block 
correctly. 

( I) UNISERVO TEMPERATURE FAULT. 

Indications: Illumination of the Temp A Fault indicator on the computer 
control panel. Illumination of the Temp Fault indicator on a uniservo. 

Diagnosis: The temperature fault results from a temperature rise above 
120 F in any uniservo. The occurrence of a Temp Fault during tape operation 
does not interfere with the tape operation unless reading or wrIting is occurring 
at the time of the computer stop. If this is the case, a computer B Fault is 
also incurred. This is evidenced by the illumination of the MT fault indicator 
on the computer control panel and the No Information fault indicator in the Tape 
Control Cabinet, or the illumination of the 10 B Fault indicator on the com­
puter cont~!=~~ pane 1. 
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Resumptiori of Operation: If a 8 Fault has not occurred, turrting ·the 
Bypass Temperature Interlock key to its Abnormal position after the c'omputer 
stop has occurred allows resumption of the program in t.·ke Test mode aft-er tile. 
Clear A Fault button is depressed. However, this procedure should be undertaken 
with caution. To resume computation in the Normal. mode-~, the T€mp fau-lt. must be 
corrected. The correct ion of the fault ext inguishes. the Temp Fau'lt indicator 
on the unisen/~. Operation is then resumed by depressing. the Clear A Faull. 
button which extinguishes the Temp Fault indicator on the computer controlpanel~ 

If a B Fault condition exists, the A Fault is cleared by one of the pro­
cedures abovei clearing the B Fault condition requires the'd-epression of~t1te 
Master Clear button. Operation is resumed according to- the type o.f ];C.a.d .~. 
write fault incurred. These faults are discussed subsequently. 

(2) UNISERVO INTERLOCK FAULT 

Indications: Illumination of MT fault indicator and B Fault indicator 
in 8 Fault group, computer control panel. Illumination of Uniservo Interlock ' 
fault indicator in tape control cabinet. The "Ready" light on .the uniservo 
in use at the time is extinguished. 

Diagnosis: This fault is caused when a uniservo interlock circuit is 
de-energfz~d and this particular uniservo is referenced for tape operation. 
The conditions which cause the uniservo interlock circuit to be de-energized 
and the correction of these conditions are discussed in the Operation section 
in the paragraphs describing the "Ready" indicator on uniservo and the uniservo 
interlock circuit. If the not ready condition is detected by the attempt to 
initiate a tape operati.on, tape movement is not started. The execution of 
computer instruct ions may cont inue until the time of the computer fault st.op •. 
During this time, if External Write instructions are 'executed, "writing" is 
performed on the stationary tape; if External Read instructions are programmed 
to be executed, an lOB lockout condition is established. 

If the uniservo interlock circuit is de-e'nergized after a tape operation 
and tape movement have been init iated, the exe'cut ion of instruct ions cont inues 
until the time of the computer fault stop. Tape movement is stopped by virtue 
of the drop of power on the circuit • 

. ', Resumptfon of Operation: Depressing the computer Master Clear button 
extinguishes the fault indicators and allows the resumption of operation. Cor­
rection of the fault condition is not necessary to resume operation, but if 
the same uniservo is referenced again, the fault will re-occur. 

(3) NO INFORMATION FAULT: Caused at the initiation of writing a word 
trom TR on tape by the failure to have transferred a word from the computer to 
TR. 

Indications: On the computer control panel MT B fault indicator is 
illuminated. In the tape control cabinet. No Information fault indieator is 
illuminated. TCR is cleared by the fault stop but may be filled by the exe­
cution of another EF tape instructron before the computer is stopped. Tape 
movement is stopped at the end of the block being written when the error occurs. 
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Computer is stor:pcu 3pproxililJt()ly UO ms after the completion of writing the 
block in which the fault was detected. 

Diagnosis: This fault is caused by the failure to provide 120 Exter­
nai Writes to write a block or by the failure to execute in tlme a External 
Write~ When this fault is detected by tape control, the stop code bits are 
set in TCR and a B fault is initiated. 

If the fault is caused by programming too few External Write; instructions, 
the bits of the missing words are written as zeros. 

If the No Information fault is caused by the failure to execute an External 
.Vrite in time. the data bits of the lines written on tape at that. particular 
time will be zeros until the EW is executed; then, the transmission lOB to TR 
occurs and the remainder of the lines written are taken. from the current content 
of IR. 

If the block being written when the fault is incurred is not the last block 
programmed to be written, the attempt to execut,e the next group of External 
Writes will cause an lOB lockout condition. If this block ,was the last block 
to be written in this particular writing operation, the exec~tioll of computer 
instructions, including any External Function instruction, may continue until 
the time of .the computer fault stop. 

Resumption of Operation: All fault indicators are extinguished by 
depress ing the Master Clear but ton. After remaking se lect ions. operat,ion can 
be resumed by depressing ~he Start button. 

(4) 10 READ (lOB I) FAULT, i.e., Failure to execute a sufficient number 
of External Reads: where 120 n-j (j=l ••• ) • ER's programmed and an EF stop 
prOgrammed to terminate presumably the reading of the nth block; failure to 
execute an External Read in time. 

Indications: Illumination of the 10 B fault indicator and the lOB I 
fault indicator. Tape movement is stopped at the end of the block being read 
when the error occurred. TCR is cleared by the fault stop but may be filled 
by the execution of another EF tape instruction before the computer is stopped. 
The computer is stopped approximately 80 IDS after the fault is detected. 

Diagnosis: Each word rece'ived by lOB from the Tape Register should 
be removed from lOB by an External Read instruction before the next transmission 
from TR occurs. If a second transmission occurs before lOB is cleared by an 
ER.an lOB I computer B fault is incurred. In a tape reading operation this 
fault is caused by the failure to execute the sufficient number of ER's, or it 
could occur when an ER is programmed to be executed too late. 

If two or more External Reads are not programmed for reading a single block 
or reading the last of a series of blocks, the tape is stopped at the end of 
this block but computer instructions continue to be executed. The execution 
of an External Function instruction during this time will transmit tape oper­
ation codesr~~ lOB which has not been cleared. Thus, lOB will contain the 
logical sum ot Its previous contents and the tape operation code, and these 
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bits are transmitted to TeR. No prediction can be made as to whether or not 
a tape operation will be initiated since both the operation code and the unl­
servo selection may have been changed. 

If two or more External Reads are not programmed fQr reading any but the 
last of a series of blocks i tape movement is stopped at the end of the block 
and the execution of the second ER for the next block sets up an lOB lockout 
condition which stops the execution of further ,instructions until the time of 
the computer stop. (The execution of the first ER for the next block transmits 
to storage from lOB the logical sum of the last two words of the last block.) 

The lack (in the program) of one External Read in reading a single block 
or the last of a series of blocks does not cause directly a computer iauIt, 
but since rOB is not cleared before another EF instruction is executed at any 
future time, the bits transferred from lOB to TCR at that time may not specify 
the desired tape operation. Again, a tape operation may or may not be initiated. 
If an EF Stop Read instruction is executed, the logical ~um of lOB and the 
specification of the read operation (currently in TCR),i$ formed in TCR. If 
the uniservo selection is changed, tape movement on this uniservo is not stopped 
and tape movement on another uniservo may be started. 

The lack (in the program) of an External Read in reading any particular 
block but the last could cause an lOB I fault at the beginning of the next block 
or could be interpreted as a missing ER for the last block of the series. 

\ 

If an External Read is not executed in time during the' reading of any block, 
tape movement is stopped at the end of this block and an lOB lockout condition 
is caused by the execution of the "extra" ER at the end of this block. This 
stops the execution of any further computer il1structions until the computer I 

fault stop. 

Resumption of Operation: All fault indicators are extinguished by 
depressing the Master Clear button. Operation is resumed after remaking basic 
selections by depressing the Start button. 

(5) SELECTION ERROR FAULT. 

Indications: Illumination of theMT 'and B fault indicators on the 
computer control panel and ,the Selection Error indicator in the tape control 
cabinet. 

Diagnosis; This fault is caused by setting two of the Logical Number 
Selection switches to the same number at anytime the computer is in actual 
operation. Any changes in logical designations should be made during a com­
puter stop .. 

Resumption of Operation: Operation cannot be resumed until the logi­
cal designations are corrected. When this is done, the Selection Error indi­
cator is extinguished. Depressing the Master Clear button extinguishes the 
a fault indicator and allows resumption of operation. 

(6) SPROCKET ERROR FAULT: In reading. >720 or < 720 line count; in moving. 
> 720 I ine count. 

53 



Indications: MT B fault indicator illuminated. Sprocket Error indi­
cator in tape control cabinet illumin~ted& 

Tape movement is stopped at the end of the block recorded with the improper 
Dumber of lines. A computer fault stop occurs approximately 80ms after the 
detection of the fault. 

Diagnosis: A sprocket error results from (1) the detection of a block. 
spacing before a count of 720 lines has been accumulated in ,reading or moviJi9, 
and (2) the reception of a sprocket signal from the tape after a 720 line count 
bas been accumulated in reading or moving and before the block spacing is de­
tected. The detection of a < 720 line count during moving is ignored: th~s 
condition propagates a "false" 720 llne count to the tape control system. 

During a reading operation, a <720 line count means that an "extra" 
External Read is executed at the end of the block. The execution of this E;R 
establishes an lOB lockout condition which prevents the execution of further , 
instru~tions until the computer is stopped. This lockout condition is indicated 
by an ER instruction in PCR. 

During a reading operation, if a >720 line count occurs in a block which 
is not the last of a group of blocks being read, the execution of an External 
Read after tape movement is stopped establishes an lOB lockout condition and 
prevents the execut ion of furt'her instruct ions unt il the computer stop. If a 
>720 line count occurs in the last blocI, being read, another External Function 
instruction may be executed before the computer stop occurs, and another tape 
movement could be initiated. An additional word is sent to lOB for each extra 
six lines recorded on tape, if such should be the case. Then, since lOB is not 
cleared before the computer fault stop, if an EF instruction is executed, the 
logical sum of lOB and the tape operation specification is sent to TCR. 

When.a >720 line count is detected during moving, computer instructions may 
continue to be executed until the time of the computer stop. 

Resumption of Operation: Depression of the Master Clear button ex­
tinguishes all fault indicators. Operation may·be resumed after remaking basic 
selections by depressing the Start button. 

d. -OTHER PROGRAMMING ERRORS - Listed subsequently are programming errors which 
may lead indirect ly to the fault condit ions discussed prey fous 11: 

(1) Read Forward m blocks when only n « m) blocks are recorded on the 
tape: (If there are m blocks recorded and 120 n+j (j=l ••• 119). External Read 
instructions programmed before an EF Stop instruction, the fault is diagnosed 
as a "Failure to execute a sufficient number of ER's".) 

Indications: External Read in PCR. lOB lockout condition shown by 
illumination of Wait External Indicator. Uniservo Interlock fault indicator 
illuminated. 

Diagnosis: If more than 1200 External Reads are programmed for 
reading n recorded blocks, the attempt to execute the first additional Eft is 
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made after the last recorded block has been read. This ER establishes an lOB 
lockout condition which prevents further computer instructions from being 
executed. If m Read (one block) and Stop operations are speciiied, iape move­
ment is not stopped at the end of the block n+l; if the read operation was to 
be terminated by the exccut ion of an EF Stop instruct ion,. tape movement is not 
stopped until the tape reaches its far end, resulting in a Uniserv·o Interlock 
fault. 

Resumption of Operation: Depression of the Master Clear button clears 
both the lockout and fault conditions. Operation may be resumed after remaking 
basic selections by depressing the Start button. 

(2) "Too Many" External Writes Programmed: 

Indications: lOB lockout condition with an External Write in PCR; 
or No Information fault. Tape movement is stopped in both·cases. 

Oiagnosis: If more than 120 External Write instructions are pro­
grammed for a Write (one block) and Stop operation, tape movement is stopped 
at the end of the block, but the 1215t' E\~ executed init lates an lOB lockout 
condition which is established when the next EW or EF instruction is attempted. 

,If more than 120n External Writes are programmed for a Write n ~locks 
operation, the first extra EW is executed at the end of writing the nth blOck. 
After the block spacing has passed, this word is written on tape (in the "n+l" 
block) since tape movement was not stopped by an·'EF stop instruction •. Writing 
continues with the execution 'of the extra ElVis uatil an EF stop instruction is 
executed. Then, because the transmission of operation codes from lOB to TCR 
is not possible except between blocks, tape movement continues to the end of 
the n+1 block and the "too many EW's"· is interpreted as "too few EW' s". This 
results in a No Information Fault, a tape stop at the end of the n+1 block, 
and a computer B (ault stop. The execution of computer instructions may con­
tinue until the time of the computer stop, and other tape operations might be 
undertaken. . 

Resumption of Operation: If a No Information fault has occurred, 
operation is resumed by following the procedure given in the No Information 
fault discussion.. Depression of the Master Clear button clears the fault and 
lockout conditions 

(3) Failure to. execute an EF Stop instruction to terminate reading or 
writing; 

Indications: 10 or MT B fault indicator illuminated. Possible 
illumination of Uniservo Interlock indicator and the No Information fault 
indicator in the tape control cabinet. 

Diagnosis: If the last block read is not the last block recorded on 
the tape, an lOB I fault occurs because of the lack of External Reads to read 
the info~~~"~io.n lOB is receiving from the tape. The results of this fault are 
those discussed in the paragraplis~"(rescribingthe re':ults of programming an 
insufficient number of External Reads. If the last block read is the last 
block recoIded on the tape, the tape movement is not stopped until the end of 
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the tape is reached at which time a Uniservo Interlock fault is incurred 
initiating a B fault computer stop. Until the time of the actual computer 
stop, the execution of instructions may continue with the possibility of 
initiating other tape operations. Since TCR is 09t cleared, the specification 
of an operation by an,EF instruction is added logically to the read operation 
codes still in TeR. This may change both the uniservo selection and the oper­
ation code specified by the EF, and it is impossible to predict whether a tape 
operation will be initiated. 

If a writing operation is not terminated, again, until the time of the 
actual computer stop, instructions continue to be executed, TCR is not cleared, 
and the execution of an External Function instruction will result in a logical 
sum in TCR. If an EF instruction is not executed during the time normally 
allowed for a block spacing to be passing the read/write head, a No Information 
fault occurs at the beginning of the "next" block. This will cause a tape 
stop and a computer B fault. If an EF is executed, the continuance of the 
execution of computer instructions depends upon the operation code and uni­
servo selection introduced into TCR. 

Resumption of Operation: All fault indicators are cleared by the 
depresSion ot the Master Clear button. Computer operation may be resumed after 
remaking basic selections by depressing the Start button. 

(4) Programming a Change Bias and any other tape operation in the same 
External Function instruction: 

Indications: No tape movement, possible illumination of Read Bias 
indicators on computer control panel. Possible lOB lockout condition with an 
External Read or External Write in PCR. 

Diagnosis: The presence of Bias code select bits makes a uniservo 
selection impossible. Probably the bits intended to specify a uniservo 
were erroneously altered to become a bias change configuration. Any tape 
operation specified with a Change Bias operation is stalled, because of the 
absence of a uniservo selection, while the bias change is carried out. After 
the bias change is completed, TCR is cleared and an lOB Resume signal is sent 
to the computer. No tape movement is initiated. After the lOB Resume, 
another EF instruction or an EW instruction may be executed. The execution 
of an External Read or a second External Write causes an lOB lockout con­
dition. If a block count was not specified with a Change BiaS/Move combina­
tion, no bias change is effected since TCR is cleared immediately. The 
execution of the next EF instruction establishes an lOB lockout condition. 
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