
/ 

UNIVERSITY OF QUEENSLAND 

Computer Centre 

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 

Date Week ended 5 August 1971 

WN-48 
6Aug71 

Authorization Director of the Computer Centre 

1. OPERATIONS 

1.1 PDP-10 System 

Friday 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

30 July End-of-Month invoices processed, 1000-1130 
System failure, off-line 1155-1206, 1211-1235 
System development, Batch off-line 1315-1430 
Test of new Batch routine, 1430-1735. 

2 Aug System development, 1000-1030 
System failure, off-line 1215-1248 
System development, 1350-1400 
Test of new Batch, 1400-2230 
System failure, off-line 1615-1710, 1810-1815, 2050-21 

3 Aug Accounting system amendments, 1000-1145 
System development investigation, 1146-1205 
Card reader maintenance, 1215-1245 
Teletype controller unit off-line, 1243-1425 
Test of new Batch, 1445- 1810 
System failure, off-line 1712-1720. 

4 Aug Accounting system amendments, 1000-1200 
System failure, off-line 1255-1311. 

5 Aug Updates to accounting fi1es~ 1000-1020 
System failure, off-line 1430-1459. 

Schedule for forthcoming week: Maintenance 0700-0900, 2300-2400 
Operations 1000-2130. 

1.2 GE-225 System 

Schedule for forthcoming week: Maintenance 0700-0900, 2000-2100 
Operations 0900-2000, 2100-2400 



2. DDT COURSE 
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A course on the use of the dynamic debugging technique will be held on 
16 August. It will be held in Lecture Room Bl8 of the Engineering Building 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Prerequisites for this course include a knowledge 
of FORTRAN and the ability to use remote terminals on the PDP-lO. The 
enrolment closing date is 9 August. 

3. RANDOM NUMBER GENERATING SUBPROGRAMS 

The subprograms RAN~ SAVRAN and SETRM~ are not reported correctly in the 
FORTRAN manual, HNT-5. 

RAN is a function subprogram which generates single precision random numbers . 

e.g. VAR = RAN(¢) 

SAVRAN and SETRAN are subroutine subprograms and are in fact entry points 
in RAN. 

SAVRAN obtains the last real number generated by a call to RA}1 and returns 
it to its argument as an integer 

e.g. I = SAVRAN (J) 

SETRAN provides RAN with a non-standard starting point, The argument in 
SETRAN is used to specify the starting number; it must be an integer in 
the range of 0 ~ arg < 23Ll 

e.g. Y RAN (SETRAN(5¢» 

4. COMMAND CARDS 

Users are reminded that the PDP-lO command cards for Batch must be punched 
on the 029 card punches and not the 026 card punches. 

The FORTRAN compiler and operatin ~ system have been patched to accept 
special characters in either code. However, command cards contain 
commands issued to the PDP-10 monitor which is not a part of the FORTRfu~ 
system and thus will not accept 026 code. 

Many users presently experience difficulty with the equals sign in the JOB 
card (i.e. PJ = 265), This could be overcome by placing arguments in 
the default order thus obviating the need for assignments. 

However, with the increased command repertoire that will become available 
through new Batch such action is not recommended since assignments can be 
very useful. 

5. MANUALS 

A number of users appear to be unaware of the manuals that the Centre has 
produced, or where they can be obtained. 
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At present, all manuals can be bought from the University Bookshop and 
the manuals that they should have in stock are as follows: 

FORTRAN MNT-5 $1.50 

(1st Revision is incorporated in the manual ; 
2nd Revision is obtainable separately at 
no cost) 

EDITOR MNT-6 $1.00 

SYSTEH USER'S GUIDE MNT-8 $3.90 

BASIC MNT-9 $2.70 

AID MNT-10 $4.20 

UTILITY PROGRAMS MNT-12 $1.20 

(Chapters 1 and 2) 
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