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l« OPERATIONS

t.1 PDP-18 SYSTEM
MONDAY 7 FEBRUARY MAINTEMANCE TO MEMORY UNIT, 8945-1330,

WEDNESDAY 9 FEBRUARY  SYSTEM FAILURE, OFFLINE 1410-1428,

THURSDAY 10 FEBRUARY  SYSTEM FAILURE, OFFLINE 1548-1556,
2210-2225,

SCHEDULE FOR FORTHCOMING WEEK: MAINTENANCE 8700-09500
OPERATIONS @945-2338,

1.2 GE-225 SYSTEM

SCHEDULE FOR FORTHCOMING WEEK: MAINTENANCE 0700-0830
OPERATIONS @9500-2404,

2. ASCII FILE FORMATS

IT IS AN UNFORTUNATE FACT THAT THERE 1S NOT COMPATIBILITY BETWEEN
THE FORMATS REQUIRED BY VARIOUS PROGRAMS FOR ASCII FILES, THE
FOLLOWING NOTE SETS OUT THE VARIOUS FORMATS THAT ARE REQUIRED AND
THE BEST WAY OF ACHIEVING THEM., IT IS NECESSARY TO KNOW THAT
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DISK FILE STORAGE IS BASED ON A PHNYSICAL RECORD OR BLCCK OF 128
WORDS. A FILE WILL BE CREATED AS Al INTEGRAL MULTIPLE OF SUCH
BLOCKS AND 1T #MAY BE THAT PORTIOGHN OF THE LAST BLOCK IS UNUSED,
EIGHT SUCH BLOCKS MAKE UP THE KILOWORD THAT IS THE BASIS OF

ESTIMATION OF FILE STORAGE ARD 1/0,.

(A)

(B8)

(©)

SOURCE PRCERAMS AND FORTRAN JHPUT DATA FILES FOR SEQUENTIAL

ACCESS

EACH LOGICAL RECGRD OR CARD 1IMAGE 1S TERNINATED BY THE
CHARACTERS CARRIAGE ETURM (15g) AND LIBE FEED (12g)e THE
SUBSEQUENT LOCICAL RE uBnD fIAY  FOLLOW IMMEDIATELY, WITHOUT
ANY INTERVENING GHULL CHARACTERS 40D WITHOUT REGARD TO THE
PHYSICAL BLOCK STRUCTUREs THAT IS A LOGICAL RECORD HMAY BE
SPLIT BETWEEN TU0 PHYSICAL BLOCKS AlY INSERTED NULL
CHARACTERS ARE IGHORED AND WILL BE SQ355253 oUT oON INPUT.
THUS FILES CREATE I  ANY FASHICH AND SUBJECT TO THE
LIMITATIONRS DESCRIBED BELOW #AY BE USED 1I#l THESE CASES,
FILES WITHOUT INCERTED NULLS ARC CREZATED BPY COPY AND EDITOR
(1.E. EDIT OR CREATE) AND BY CO30L FOR SEQUENTIAL ACCESS
OUTPUT FILES,

RANDOM ACCESS FORTRAN IKPUT FILES

EACH LOGICAL RECORD SHOULD BE OF FIXED LENSTH AND 1S
TERMINATED BY & CARRIAGE RETURN AND LINE FEED. THE LOGICAL
RECORD 1S PADDED OUT 710 A FULL WORD BOUNDARY BY THE
INSERTICY® OF BULL CHARACTERS (EACH WORD CAN KOLD S
CHARACTERS). LOGICAL RECGRDS MAY 10T BE SPLIT OVER A BLOCK
BOUNDARY , i

FILES FCR THI% MODE OF UsZ ?H?"!D BE CREATED BY FORTRAN
USING SEQUENTIAL ACCESS PROCESSING WITH A FIXED LENGTH
LOGICAL REC COPU. THE USE OF EDXTO? TO MNMODIFY A FILE SO
CREATED WILL REUOVE SCHE OF THE CHARACTERISTICS GIVEN ABOVE
AND WILL ALSO IPUKCA7L ANY LOCICAL RECORDS THAT 'HAVE
TER[MINATING BLANKS

RANDCM ACCESS CODOL INPUT FILES

EACH LOGICAL RE

,aND LEJGGTH AND IS
TERMIUATED BY A 'E
AR -

cED, EACH LOGICAL
RECORD WILL ST A Tﬂh PREVICUS BLOCK
BEING FILLED WITH NULL P %nﬂflLFZ. Tﬂu H0ST EFFECTIVE WAY
OF CREATING SL WA FILE IS VITH COBCL, USING RANDCM ACCESS,

C
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NOTE THAT TH1S MODE COF USAGE CAN BE VER VASTEFUL OF FILE
SPACE, UKLESS CONSIDERATION IS GIVEN TO THE SIZE OF A
PHYSICAL BLCCKX IO FLthEﬁG THE STRUCTURE O©OF THE LOGICAL
RECORD, IN THIS MODE A FHYSsUﬂL BLOCK CAN MHOLD 638
CHARACTERS,
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3 COPY (COWPRESS)

FURTHER TO THE HOTE IH wi-74 THE FCLLOWING COMMENTS SHOULD
AMPLIFY THE USE OF COPvV(COHPRESS) FROM BOTH REMOTE TIRMINALS AND

VIA BATCH.

D) B Cq TRUNCATES TRAILING BLAENS ON ALL INPUT RECORDS, GIVING
ME DLGREE OF COHMPREISSION,

THUS, USE OF COPY WITHIN BATCH WILL CREATE THE MININMNUM SIZED
FILE WITHCUT ELETIRG SEQUENC NUMBERES, (I.E, o COPY

TO=FILEAY,

(B3 THE C”%P”””S CPTION I8 IUTENDED TO REPLACE SEQUEBCE NUMBERS
IN CCLUMNS 72-89 WITH BLAUKS AhQ THER SUPPRESS TRAILIWG
BLAKKS o Ul FORTUNATELY, IF THE RECORD BEING PROCESSED BY

COPY CONTAIRS ZEEMEEM i; wﬂ 73 CHARACTELS IT IS INMPROPERLY
HARDLED AKD WILL BE MERGED H;TH SUCCEEDING REC@%DS. THIS
SITUATION OCCURS FROM EITHER BATCH OR A REMOTE CONSOLE,
THOUGH IT IS AGGRAVATED Il BATCH BY THE AUTOMATIC TRUNCATION

HOTNPUT, WHICH COULD CREATE SUCH A RECORD FROM A CARD VWHICH
LACKED A FULL CEGUERCE bULumno

THIS ERROR IS ACTUALLY Al “RRCR I¥ THE UTILITY PROGRAM VWHICH IS
INVOKED 'BY COPY, THE CAUSE OF THIS EF?Q HAS BEEN ASCERTAINED
AND WILL BE IMPLEMENTED AN BUE COURSE, I8 THE HEAN TIME
EXCERCISE CARE IN USING THE €O “RTaa OPTION FR0M EITHER BATCH OR
A PVHOAE CO VGOLE AND ENSURT THAT ALL RECORDS COPIED HAVE LESS
THAN 71 CHARACTERS OR HAVE PUUCHINGS IN COLUNMNS 79 CR €9,

3, EXCESSIVELY LONG COMMANDS

LR

T U"“LLY LOKG COMMAMDS ICSUED FROM A REMOTE
FROELENS. THE PROBLEM 1S CAUSLD BY THE FACT
YSTEM HAS QULY A FIMITE SIZED BUFFER TO HOLD

USERS SHOULD NOTETHA
TERMINAL CAN CAUSE
;1

THAT THE OPERATIFSG SY!

THE COMMAND BEING DECCDED AKD ANY CHARACTERS THAT WILL NOT FILL

ARE DISCARDED, THUS, UHILE IT IS QUITE ACCEPTABLE TO HAVE
f E” A “T”I?O?C% GOING ©UP 70 cCoLumMn g@,

COMMERNTS ?ﬁEC?WT?
r-u

COMMANDS TO BE Fif TRUNCATED AT COLUNY 73,
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