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UlIIVERS 1ft 01' QUBINSLAlID 

Computer CIIntre 

WBBKLY lIftSLft'l'BR 

Date I .. ek eDded 24 ...... ry 1972 
Aat"'1&at1on 1 Direetor of tbe CoIIputer Cllratre 

1. OPIRA'fIOBS 

1.1 PDP-I' sy.te. 

Frid.y 18 r.bcuary 

21 hbruary 

iIy.t_ fa11ue, off11_ 1485-1414. 

iIy.t_ f.l1are .. off1S ... 1645-1655~, 

cSt.it P4c~ r,iiJka. t.pe~t.dly, 8y.~ 
DOt .rililbli 28." .. 233 •• 

tlld of ~'t 'cte."~ib9" abdrt.d ciu. :td 
cll.it pa<!k ert-ora thiit pre"lO\ia DitJ.t, 
.945-1 •• 2 
ay.tea failure, offline 1121-1135. 
1625-1651, 2118-2128, 2155-2221. 

thur84ay 24 february ayate. failure, offline 1111-1135. 
1943-2145. 

aebedul.e tor forthea.lng w •• k: _inteDance 171.-19.8 
operatiODS 8945-2338. 

1.2 GB-225 !r.t .. 

• ehedule for forthc:cla1 Dg "'ek: "intenanee 87.8-.83. 
operation. 19"-2418. 
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The COBOL I!!!!UlUa 1 0 Mi;"'n'-1 3, 1 m now avai lable from the computer 
Qantre. 'Ji:he C?:st of tho maur.3al 10 04.20. 

3.1 ~letype y.nj;n't/~!tput 

There arQ two mnthods e~ address1n9 the teletype 1n COBOL: 
(1) READ a~d WaIT~ 
(11) ACCEPT and DISPLAY 

The follcwinq points n~ad to be Doted wban using the teletype: 

(a) READ (from tho teletype) llnd "'"RITE (to the teletype) MY 
both be used in tho e~C3 proqra~, provided the input and 
output teletype fileo mro not open 8imultaneoutJly. 

(b) There is nothIng to prevent the UCla of any combinat1on of 
all fear ~erbs 1n tho c~a program, provided point Ca) ia 
obe~rvGd. ~~over, Gpecial c~re oust be taken witb the 
WRITE vGrb. It is dangerous to follow it closely w1th 

. e1ther a DISPLAY or an J'lCCll~, as they can interrupt data 
output via the tm!TE verb. 

If WRITE, and DISPLAY and/or ACCEPT ve.rbs nre ba1nq m1xed in 
tba same area of proq~am, it in safest to CLOSE the output 
file before using DISPLAY or ACCEPT. 

Cc) After a WRITE stntement, ConOL always doe a a carr1age 
return. Th~bcfC~Ct it i~ best to say 

t1RITE record-name BEFORE 1 
80 that the teletype dc~e a carria9Q return - l1ne feed. 

With the 8tat~men~ 
t'~RITE rocoz:d-nams P..In'ER 1 

the telotypa pos!t1o~~ itEalf at thG beginning of the line 
just output. 

3.2 DISPI .. AY V.~rb 

'l'he COBOL manual doos not state any restriction to the number of 
characters that a user may care to DISPLAV. Hcwaver, the size of 
the field to be dirpley~d is eto~ed 1n a field 10 bits lODge The 
maximum n~~ber c~ cbaractc~s tbat can ba displayed 18 thus 1824 
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characters. Field sizes qr~~tor than tbis will be truncated to 
18 bits. For example, only 775 e~~4actero will be displayed froa 
an 1800 character field. 

~ field na~d in a DISPLAY statem~n~ can be dst1nsd 1n elth3r 
the workinq-stcraqa section or the file s3ction. This 1s also 
true far the ACC2~~ statement. 

3.3 COBOL Errors 

(a) cond1t1on namas 

COnd1t10n names may not work correctly 1n scme 1nstances. 
ror example, ths foll~71nq ccdinq 

77 N-I 
as N-I-C 
• 
• 
• 
IF N-l-C GO '1'0 

PIC 9( un 
VALUE I. 

• • • 

dOGS Det cre&ta correct Ccd0. 

4. RUlIOFP' 

OSAGE CottP. 

RUNOFF 18 a PDP-10 program that assists in the product1on of 
118moranduIDs and c!ocuments. The matorial to be dce:.zaente4 1. 
prepared as an ASCII file. Runoff takes this file and produce. a 
f1nal copy that is fozmotted, numbered, t1tled arA qenarally well 
presented. The It.CNantalge cf this method. of r~product1on 1s that 
chaDg9s and a!!:~ndmentG can bo qt.,ickly and easily carried out on 
the source! f1le erA a net" COl?Y produced, without exten.lve 
retyplnq of the dOt:!l.!mant.. 

The Computer cantra is endeavouring to pr~pare as much of lta 
documentation th!a way eo pc~o1bls. U~ors may have noticed that 
the Newsletter and the ~~11et1n are no~ being pr~pared with the 
halp of Runoff. A manuall on Runoff 10 current.ly in preparation 
and it 18 hoped th~t it will be relea~ad coon. 

s. BASIC E~oaS 

There are a numbor of typographical ~rrors 1n the Basic manual, 
RNT-9. Thsse ~11l be corrected in dUQ ccurc~ w~9n a revision 1s 
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brouqht out for the manual. 

(a) page 1-8, line 4 

II-Xt8 ahould be letN*X 

(b) paqe 4-.1 

After the lines 

~--"-17 

i'~r:,,"72 

if you are qoinq to create a new program. 

the worcSa: -BASIC responds with the fo!lowln!J: N:":'j OR OLD-­
are auperfluous. 

(c) paCJ8 4-4 

Before sect10n 4.6. the reentry command, - .BAStJ- has been 
caa1tte4. 

(d) paqe 5-2. 11ne 2 

1.-XtD ahould be 18tD-X 

(e) paq8 8-S. 11ne -8 

the 11ne - (-<-yz- should be - (-<-yz. 




