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Wielcome to this, the
first issve of CPC
Undercover, Hopefully
you will find it an
exciting read and
enjoy reading it as
moch as I enjoved
putting it together,

I vont go on_too much
much about how aood
(or bad) the magazine
is becavse that's v
to you to decide but
hope that you will
continve to buy the
megazine and maeybe
even take up a
subscription.

What 8 grest yesr it
has been so far.
Manchester United won
the Premier Leaguve, I
finally finished mé
GCSE exams, CP

Undercover_hit the
etterboxes (Er.. meybe

areat). Anywsy you get
the picture,

Teking of Msnchester
United and football,
Alan Svugar has been in
the news a8 lot
recentlg with his
couvrt baftle against
Terry Venables, Poor
Svger, it seems &s if
the wbo)e wvorld and
his dog is agsinst him.
I think the message is
gerfectly clear to him
hough - stick to what
you know ahout and
stop csusing trouvble.

Now for the bad news
("Oh dear"- John
Major). MJC Supplies
heve closed down. Ves
it's trve. Turn to the
News page to find out
more. [ don't want to
go over the same
grovnd twice byt MJC
vere the best CPC
companY.lp terms of
relisb 1thg. Their
demise will have left

1
the last bit isn't =0

The Editeriel

some people in th
lurch.

This msgazine is
magazine so if you hav
any srticles vouy woul
like printing, then sen
them in. Any srticl
which adorns thes

e

aur

e
D]
d
e
e

hollowed pages will earn
the writer a free copy

the magszine, It I
matter what vou writ
about as long as it i

doesn "t

e
s

interesting and relsted

to computers. 1f
send the serticles o
Power a%f
around 899
that wovld do Just fi
Also all classifie

0U Can

g

files with
words then
fine,

d

advertisements placed in

he magaszine ar
absolutely free and i
zou have any service

e
f
s

o offer members then

ve will
setting vp 8 helplin

see about

€

service, Finally if yov
heve any criticisms then
write a letter_and tell

me about them. I will ' b
putting a survey in th
magazine very soon. Als
com mi coon &r
UNDERCOVER
frestxgxous awards
0 any orgeniss
vhich comes up
scratch, Watch thi
space.

What now? Ah yes, th
coverdisc, If you sent
disc you chovld now hav
a copy of the Zap

Ralls demo, Rambase

e the "CPC
AWARDS"
iven
ion

to

e
€
Q

s

e
8
e

|t|

3

and Croco Maaneto. Three
subert progrsms which

I'm svre you'll
are smazing.

agre

e

hat's what

I call tremendovs vslve,

For only a few penc
you are getting thre

e
€

excellent pieces of
software and & magazine.

And don't worry, ther
will be more of
same each and ever
issue so cut out tha

subscription form now!

———RA

e

he

€ magnevic

Zep 't' Bslls

Setine]l software's
superb Pang clone has
been 1ov1n%}y written
for the Amsirad.

You have to fire at an
array of balls which
fly around your head
and once you heve hit
one, it splits into
tvo. You then have to
hit these and when yow
o they,
a 13 in ,
split into
two., The
aim of the
gme:sto

it them
enovgh times-so that

hey disppesar
altogether.

The controls are left
and rx?ht(on your
Joystick) to move left
and right and fire
er... fires, There is
also a facility for a
two player game, It is
very addictive and we
are provd to have it
on our coverdisc.

Rambase Three

This is & database
vhich is very easy to
gse and_is full

featured. I don't wan
to exglaln exactly
vhat it does becsuse
you are most likely to
glreaedy know. However
if yoy don't ,then
write in and tell me
your problem. Put
simply it is @ card
index type of thing
which is vsefuvl for
sddresses sand
, recordlng
your C

collection.

eeceamlhis is 8
' superb game
from France. You are
s ball vho has to
collect small green
oxes, W%tch pi% for
fielg,




Bits end Pleces

{
MMM. Thet's eeod

QCP Advaenced Art for some new hardware
Studio is going to like, for insiance, 8
have some serious conversion o turn your
competition in the PC into a CPC+, stereo
amse of Mal Mit Mir. speakers and 8 sovund
Strenge name sside, sempler.

the package will have
an overscan option s
vell as a sprite
editor and losds
more, Coming on two
ROME it will cost
srouynd £35 and will
be distributed by New
Age ; Simon
Uarfords new company.

Software wize, three nev
games are awaiting for
ou- Megsblasters
zzle and Wyzaxx - and
of 8 more seriovs note,
there sre loads o
utilities for 3.5" disc
drive owners, More news
as ve get it byt the
titles are Copy (CORlES
2 3.5" discs onto 1 3%),
and DOS-COPY (FC-CFC).

selection of PD will be
put on your disk.

Talking of New Age
Software, watch out

Megezie needs
mriters

"Top" cpmputier
magezine, CPC
OUndercover, is looking
for people to write
articles and reguvler
columns for inclusion
in the magszine.

As s guide, we would be
looking for srticles of
srouvnd 800 words.

PD Librery closes

Adventure FD will soon
be closing down due to 8
heeavy workload.

On the 3ist September
1983, Debby Howard will
officially close the
librsry which was
renowned for good
service.

If you sre interested
then please send all
srticles as ASCII
files or if you prefer
as Powerpage files.

The magazine needs as
meny interesting
featyres as possible
gnd if you think you
covld do a8 regvlar
column (Public Domsin,
Tutorials or snythin
technicsl) then fee
free to contact the
editor, David Crookes,
at the address on
page two,

It seems a shame when
the best sdventure
PD librsry (err.. the

only adventwvre PD
library) closes byt
its adventures csn be
found in other libreries
soch as Sheepsoft snd
Presto.

FaN T ~
Stop PrEss

The payment for |IFF-CONVERT will convert
grticles printed is 8 |Amigs screens onio your
free copy of the |Amsirad as long as they
magazine and & |are of IFF type. It's FD.

MR,

The search continves
for good,cpess
supplies of GX-488
consoles. Quite why is
anvybhodys guvess
becawse, after all,
they are vseless. The
amovunt of games
availahle for them is
minimul and so there
only resl vuse 1is
either as a door
stquer or 89 new
addition to your Star
Wars collection,

Anyway, Bul
Electronics (258
Fortland Road, Hove
East Sussex, BN3 BQT)
have aot svpplies of
the consgle for only
nine ponds, However,
this doesn''t include
costagg, packing or
AT which takes the
price vp to £14.14
which is 15 around
half sgain on top of
the originsl price,
0f course this still
means you would be
saving srouvnd £85 but
here's something
else yov ovaght to
know: the price
doesn't include the
game, Burning Rubber,
he sesrch
continves...

The best commercisl
DTF program_is getting
better, M2 will be
gvailable soon from
Campersoft and will be
gble to use PC clipart
from & PC disc.

Watch this space,

Face Hugger has been
approached
Campersoft co expec
some grest software,




Picture yovrself in
this sitvation. You
Jost can't get past a
certain alien, yovu
alvays die when ou
are confronted by the
end of level guwdxm,
you famt vhen after
You ‘ve ost all yoor
ives and have to
revnnd to the
?mnmg of tape 1."
1 worry no more

‘uck ourself op and
avid Crookes
(agmn) show you how

the game g0 off snd try
that out, I'll make a
plea, If yoy have any
cheats then feel free to
send them in. A prize
for the best each month,

Yogi can hasve infinite
lives during his “Great

Escape" if you redefme
the keys to ICE end
another cartoon

cheracter Hong Kong
Phooey is happy if yovu
hold down hlS friends
name I on the

options ‘page

Beat That Gamel

Heres a massive array
of cheats for those
games which puzzle
ov, How would this do
or starters? To
become invunersble in
Deliverence, the
excellent game f{from
Eewson you onl have
ZPE in IL

the itle screen and
then nothing can

dgstroy you. Not bad,.

So while those with

The Multlface is h&p
as bein

there lS !or gners. Is
it trve?

Certainly the Multiface
has many festuvres for a
game fresk to vse,

Firstly there is @
sgperb feature which
engbles yov to save
your game at any point
enabling you to either

leave ovt the first
few boring levels or
jgnore the part that
has been bother:n?
you. For example i
you have battled with
an opponent for years
and suvddenly kill him,
zov can save the game
here and so never
o back there
im all over

have to
and kill
again the next time
you wish to play it.

Another good featvre
is bem? gble to use
the Mu txface pokes
which pesar in
Amstrad ction and
will soon appear in

C Undercover, These
are short pieces of
code containing arownd
six characters, They
let you gsin infinite
lives and endless
pover, Whats more they
are extremely easy to
use,

So the multlface is an
invalvable too) for
gemers es ecx iyc

hose wi is
drives - the mvltx ace
enables you to save
tspes to disc,

Caf CEMES

You most have one of
these games so cheat
avay.

Chase BQ: When the game
starts press
(ESCl,redifine the kevs
as S,H,0,C.KE,E,D and
then once the game
starts playmg press |
to restart the level,
2 to move to the next
level, 3 to see the
dlcpfey normaelly
reserved for those
wvho finish the game
and 4
extra life,

A great cheat -
for a gresat game.
For more credits
ﬁress after vyovu
ave pressed [CLR] end

gives you an ..~ 8
==

redefined the keys as
C HEATSFACE vhen the
game 0ads,

Also vhen you start the
race, push ycmr myshck

when the light is red
t uvll it down on
amber efore pushing it

hack up on green, YoU
should race in st 8 hi
speed,

Torbo Kart Bacer: Here's
a quick one. To advance
to the next track press
[CONTROL1.

“Grand Prix Sm 2 Don't
get knocked ouvt in
your races just
chan e Flaaer 's nsme

doesn wor on my
copy but I'm assured
that it does work.

cu-s Once you've

got a h score,
L WL

table and yov‘ll go to
class three,

If you have any
cheats you wish to
shere then send
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#iritten By D. Crookes

If enybody mentioned,
in pass:ng,that the
@ was the
LC-20 with the
addition of colour
then they wovld be
absolutely correct.
his vell-buxlt,
robust and reliable
grlnter has 8ll of
he festures of the
but with the
colovr facilities of
the LC-206. This is
not a bad thin
thovah, ss both o
these machines are
excellent end so,
fortunately, is
Sters' new offerxng.

As with the other tvo
machxnes, flddl‘
switchs hsve bee
replaced by a mvch
gasier slternative -
Electronic Di
Switches (EDS), By
Using @ combinstion
of buttons on the
control panel, which
is sitvated on the
front of the machine
almost thouvsands of
settings cen be set
ensily without havxn?
to poke a8 penci
arouvnd the insides of
the besast.

In fact, these fout
buttons also perform
all manner of tesks
such as paper perklng
end font snd pitc

lock ehich after
selecting, prevents
the fonts and pitch
from belng eltered by
your sof ware. his
1s also the sxte
where fonts can be
changed, pitch can be

eltered, psper csn be
fed, on line can
become offline.
Actuelly, it is so

convenxenf there is
s function which

folds your pager into
lJittle peper bosts so
that you can sai1l them.

So wvhat other features
has it got then Well
for a start yov've got
foor fonts (Courier,
Sanserif, Orator with
small cespital letters
and Orator with lowver
case letters), Plus
there's draft eand sll
fonts can have italics
giving another han
of different 1

-9
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1
r
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go LY % 4
§n Py go
AT Now<

:'O-O Swxn

styles, The printers
nine pins can hsmmer
out documents st 8 rate
of 180cps in draft and
45cps in NLGQ which is
pretty fair going for @

nine pin, Eleven print
styles sre also
provided like for

instence double strike
and subscript. Add this
to provisions for a
quiet mode and 2 top
quality printer starts
to immerge.

Paper can be inserted
through the top and at
the rear of the printer
and all ager from
continvous to letter

headed paper csn be
vsed. Inserting the
pPaper is not a problem
and if you've got s
stream of continvovus
er in the machine
you nee d to insert

e rormal cut sheet of
A4 then the Kaper can
e parked while yovu
gam the cut sheet in
he top of the printer.
Once printed, the

continvous paper can
be recalled, all
vithout taking it
out.

Print allty is
superb. e fonts sre
crisp end can be vsed

or a n vy

correspondance you
wish wvithout csevsing
éou any emberrasment.
olovr printing of
pictvres require
add:txonal 50 twere
suych MJC's
Colourdomp 3 but the
extra cost is worth
it becavse the ovtput
1s very good.

This printer has been
plugged into the back
of my computer for
aroovnd seven months
nov and hes always
Eerformed very wvel
verything thst hes
been printed has been
of a high standard
and you could do far
worse than purchasing
1t My only quibble
s that the manval,
though quxte cleerly
vwritten, tends to
refer to PC's., The
LC-108 comes complete
with a colour ribbon
and a lead but don' t
forget that Amstirad
vses 8 non-standard
edge connecter so an
additional lead wovld
have to be purchased.
The ribbons are
availsble all over
the place especislly

If eanybody oot there
knovs a lot about
rinters and would
ike to do a column
hen please

zﬁ“w write to the
G .. address

v 0 .
Thanks....




as the printer vuses
the same ribbons as
the LC-16.

And now to the
completely irrelevent

the price. Well
vou ‘d be surprised
that suvch a vonderful

fxece of kit svch ss
his only retalls at
around £220 but it can

be bought for around

thirty pounds less
from a mail order
supplier. It reslly is
worth splsshina out
the extra cash for
colovr because then at
lesst you haveée the
facility if, and vhen,
YOU ever need it.

Colour printers sre
ge tlng chesper all
time and soon
black and white
machines will become a
thing of the pant It's
like colour TV's as
Eposed to blsck and
x 2 models. Colour
its time to
1ntrodvce itself
groperly but now it is
he most common TV
type 1n the world,

The Star LC-180 gives
you a chance to delve
into snother use for
your computer and it
opens sl]l manner of
ossibilities, It
herefore should not
be ruled out of
considerstion
especially 8s it is so
good.

Now it ma sound as if

I've written an
adver xsement for Star
bot I heven't; I'm just
s0 impressed.

C : Yes

Speed (Draft) 180cps
Speed NLQ): 4%cps
No. of fonts: 4

atibility:

Com
and

Epcon

Know Yeur Riehts

Buying from mail order postal orders and

firms can be preety hequps snd don't
dodg{ unless you know et to keep the
exactly vhat yov are coun erfoils as proof
doing. What happens if of payment.

it develops a fault?

®hat do you do vhen you 3. When you et an

don't receive your
? Enow your rightsi

The current situstion
mesns that at one
time or enother vyou
are, inevitably,
aoing to order from
a mail order firm. If
seems logical that

if there sren't 'h"y to gvoid 5. If vov find a
many shops eys. ?ood mail order

invoice, keep it;it is
Just like a recexpt

4 Keep 8 copy of
t.he advert Just
in case you need

o get in
com‘,ect with them
agaln.

stocking CPC related keep with
goods then yov cem only it ,that wag you will be
g0 one way - by post. assvred of good

service and if
However people are very know a firm is ad
wvary of such suppllers {WAVE 8sre ver
and they, tmfortrme ely, unreliable) then don'
do sometimes get o bad use them. Obviously.
reaction from Joe
Public. Cn the other
hsnd, some people sare
very satisfied indeed
with the service they
get althoygh maxl order
services do not ron like
your local high street
shops.

6. If 'vov have to sign
for your goods when
yov receive them,
slvays write "not
examines yet" whlch
shows you haven't
checked the goods for
favlts,

Mail order supphers bug 7.

Uhen somethmg gets
in bulk snd deal wit lost in the pos

the

people in bulk They are Royal Mail shov be
not really that «contacted an you
interested in the ¢ o v

individual customer and compensation, Ask !‘or

not many firms cen we detsils,
advice so }rov nee

know specifically what
Zov want but if you want
o come ovt of msail
ordermg lookin
cheerfu]l then

these points,

8. When retourning
goods send by
recorded delivery.

very .
ollow It mey seem s bit of 8
drain bout mail order
firms offer discounts

1. Always read the smsll and, vsvally, quick
print, Is postage and delivery.
packmg mclude or 1is '
it extra. What is the |DEIIESYGSEIEE
vaxtm tm\e {remember ] .
lav nobody It is wise
‘phone

shoold be kept waiting to
for longer than twenty .
eight days)?

2, Never send cash, only

8 company
before

sending




DTP: A roveh Quide

Batten down the
hatches, boerd up the
vindovs, lock the
doors, stock up with
food snd don yovur
army costume becayse
here comes sm mvasion
of a DTP totarial,lead
by David Crook

es.

Err.. vhat is DTP?
All those who slready
know what it is is
should really skip
this part and go on io
the next section but
those who haven't the
foagiest ides what it
is, then read on. DTP
Etends for Desk Top
Pyblishing snd it
is, basically, 8
program which enables
you to creste whole
pages of text and
drawings together,
Take a2 look st the
pages in this magszine
and any other
magezine arovnd -
they are sll created
on a compoter. Of
covrse the leading
newsstand magazines
are not likely to hsave
been crested on a CPC
bout it doesn't
necesarily mesn that
it isn't capable of it.
CPC Undercover is
written vsing
Powerpage 128 on an
Amstrad CPC €128,

You covld vse 8

word processor but
the on't sllow vou
to have drawings on

the same poae and
neither do they let
{00 have large fonts
letters) or any
variety of fonts, and
sn art package doesn't
give you the same
power with words. So
for fvblxshmg YyOU use
a DTP package, Now
lets join the rest,

Layoot
One rather essentisl

thing to do before even
guttung a single word on
he page is to stydy
some of the leadin
meagezines around an
get a feel of the layout
and fonts they vse. Note
down vsefol things such
a5 the vse of only one
font throvghovt the
magazine.

Fonts are prohably the
letdown of most ﬁe%ple
wvho yse 8 Des op
Publishing system
becavse they feel that
with sroond fifty fonts
at their disposal it
V?uld seem such 8 waste
if you never used them
all, Bot stop! If you
ignore everything that
is mentioned in this
tvtorial don't ignore
this piece of sdvice,
The golden ruvle of
publishing is keep it
simple, Don't be tempted
to use more than two
fonts for the main body
text snd one font for
the headlines. As you
can see from CPC
Undercover we use the
same body font with only
g slight variastion in the
introdvctory ara%raips-
we use a bold font which
is the came 8s the body
text only_ thicker- ani
the ssme headline font
is vsed throvghovt. If
¥ov start to mix up
vtoristic looking fonts
with Roman type ones as
vell as a Times font
hen all yov will
succeed in doxng.xs
meking the reader dizzy
and_tunnln% your
publicstion, be it s
fanzine, poster or
advertisement, into 8
very amsterish
publication. Esch snd
every one of vs wovld
on}g read something
which looks good end has
aond presentation so
this shovld be at the
front of your mind while

designing pages,

Bot I cen't drew..
If yov cen't drev for
toffee then don't
wvorry becavse neither
can most people, me
included. Thankfully
some people can and
what's more being the
generovs sovls they
are they have donsted
their artwork into the
fublxc domain under

he neme clip art,

Take some otos
and paste them on
e pagel

e are small
gs wvhich can be

cheaply for
around twenty pence a
sc side snd sare
ady to vse in your
TP package., The
1 these
pictores sre slso very
goqd (the csmera on
his page is an
example of clip srt),
However you may want
something & bit
different and there
are slternstives.
Firstly vov covld take
the photo%raphs
lourself snd then glve
hem onto the page,
Unfortunetely
photocopies are not
very good snd when
you photocopy the
photograph you sre
very likely to end vp
with 9 sheet of paper
conteining s bad imsge
made vp of 8 few
shades of grey. A
better method is to
have the {hoto‘s
screened st 8 shop
will will do it for youw
or else digitslly scan
the photo so that yovu




- This is an exanple
of 8 dxgxlsed
picture. It's
extremely easy to
do but quite
~| expensive. Watch
ovt for a series
S00N,

can create snd vuse
your own clip art.

Digitisers sre quite
expensive end vary in
qualxt; There are
three 191t15ers for
the Amstrad - two sre
not svailable any more
and one you have to
bvild yourself, The
Vidi digitiser takes
images from 8 video
and turns 1t into
screens which your
CPC can undersiand
and vse while the Dart
Scenner fits onto your
Amstrad DMP printer
and scans paper
images, The final one
from the book "Egsy
add on prOJects for
the Amstrad CPC 6128"
lists detsils on how
to build your own,bot
the results are
reportedly not very
good. Still if you are
xnterectedthen et a

of the book
(WACCI loan the book
ovt to its members for
only forty eight
pennies).

Now for some good
news on digitisers -
yov don't, in 8 way,
need one becavse 8
suberb service is
gwen by M.J. Jones of

cantek. He will
dxgxtlse sixteen
screens for only two
pounds,

Getting back to the

P guide (ve went
astray there), slvays
try to keep any clip
art you vuse as
relevent as yor can -
there's nothina worse
than seeing s picture

" of 8 cow in 8 reviev of,

S8y, Prlnce of Persia.
So if you're desianing a8
poster for a cer boot
sale use pictures of
caers., I know this
Probably seems
petronlslng but vovu
would be amazed at the
gﬂpunt of people vho do
is,

Dig ovt tiat megaflne
again and

once more at vhat
hss. ctice the
snbheadxn s? These sare
wvorth inclvoding if you
are doing a ftenzine
since it enables you to
break vp what wovuld
othervise be 38 hui
chonk of writing t
gives the psge that bit
more bslance and makes
it become more
eyecatching and less of
8 chore to reed. Don't
put subhesdings in the
same style as the body
text, This doesn't mesn
put the subheading in
some truly strsnge

. Gothic font, it merly

states that you shovl

. use 8 bold version o

it © bit

the body font becavse
othervise
sob-heading wouldn't
be noticed at all and
thus would turn into
one hvge chunk of
writing - not
advissble,

And finslly...
Yov nov know
about drawings, fonts
and sub- heedlngs but
vhat about other
things such as boxe 4
lines and columns?
Well these sre very
good for abstractxng
mformation to make i
more clesrer. Maybe
gou vould like to

ighli ht en address
or ms diagram
stand out that hittle

it more. Whatever
your use, s box is
inveluable and most
DTP packages let you
reverse vhat is in the
box (50 white becomes
black snd vice verss)
and this makes things
even clearer ,althovah
at the expense of ink,

Columns too sre vital,
more so in fanzines,
but this will be dealt
with in the next issve
along with leading and
the sdvantages of
eutoflow So watch
this spsace.

How leng dees R telke then?

To design 8 good
odd plcgnre
an hour - it

As a guide, the
hour and ten minutes,

pa%: with good layout end the
or two shovid only t

sll depends on how much effort you
put in and how many vords you
ages in CPC

you sround

ﬁlece on the page,
take asround an

However if you have never ysed 8 DTP package

1 before then expect it to take up around three

hours of your time becavse DTP packsges do need
time to get used to bvt persevere becavse once

ov have got
roubles Using

as

word processor.

your typing.}

the teeth
TP software can be
quite fun end rewardin
{ mention more profesiona
. The time it
takes slzo depends on the speed of .

mag

not to
thean a &




Publically

THE COLUMN WORTH A THOUSAND PENNIES

OREAKING

Uelcome to "CPC  UNDERCOVER's"
public domain and fazine section.

Everg two months we will bring you
all the best from the PD scene and
new%dand gosip {rom the underground
world,

First op this month is a wvast
reviev of Presto PD's serious disk
number six, three shorter revxews
end s varied look st chg

(aren't we %ood to you? No’7 lllell
suit yourselt,then), a look at to
computer fenzine Artificiae

Intelligence.

Now for a ples, If sanybody would
like to take gver this column and
feel they covid do as good a Jjob as
I can (which, lets face it, isn't
too harglgc then write to

UNDERCOVER
PUBLICALLY SFEAKING
37 TRIMINGHAM DRIVE
BRANDLESHOLME

BURY
TER MANCHESTER

BLS 1JW
together with 8 stemped SAE.

TenZne spolek

Artificial Intelligence

Artificial Intelhgﬁnce is a trvly

superb fanzine with nice, clearly
written reviews snd a good

as warped) sense of humour.

The editor, Tnm Blackbond, fan of
Mettalica end The Attack Of The
Killer Tomatoes", and the staff
vriter, Rob Smxth hold the whole
thing together well, and despite
the magszine having one of the
worst t{imekeeping records in the
entire vuniverse and maybe even
beyond thet (it has only ever

AMGRAPH

Amgraph is one of the
most oser ~-friendliest
graph iac ages I have
seen.The main screen
is menv driven and the
actual inputing of the
deta isso simple,yovu
covld almost do_it w
your eyes shut In fact
if you find input he vy
co-ordinate dxfflcult t en it's
adviseable to shelve Amgrsph and
carry on playing Croco Magneto.

(read

A whole host of graphs can ge
chosen:bar grephs,line grsp s
grephs snd Pie cherts and with
print option to boot,you've got a

secret of it, so
disregarded becavse at
tell you.

t cen be
least they
The magazine is a great example of
what can be done DTP wise with a
trusty CPC although the front and
back of the magazine is now drswn
UP On 8

As already mentxoned the megezine
packs a lot into it's 32 pages and
every issve just seems
to leave the previous

one stending as it
continvously gets
better. So even
though it has been

iven a massive 924,
he next issve wovld .

merve lovs package to play with and
vse to Zom‘ hearts content.And to
rove that thxs program is indeed
op-notc éI m giving it a very

worthwhile
Clip Art / “vg:
Clip Art is an 1deal

vay of bmghtenmg ~

Up 8 page creat

with s Desktop Publlshmg system. Tgke
is box

—

a look at the clip art in thi
o~ the pictures in the
of the magazine

33 and you'll see what

mesn, Jost tske yoor
pick theres losds of it.
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CATEDIT

I ceme across this progrem
b‘ gccident. I really vanted
this disc for the
spellchecker and didn't even
even losd up this program
until two veeks efter I got
it.And what a mistake that
wes,

Although the name is
offputting to say the least,it
is 8 syperb piece of programvpmg.
Whet is it,I hear you vell? This 13
-wvait for it-e disc management
system. That isn't new, there ere a8
load of them in the public domein,
you say. It's true, but this has a
glow of profesionalism sbout it.

Fact Box

Once it's loaded,you sre presented
with a nice opening screen,together
with 8 scrolling message alona the
bottom giving you small bits of
information Press sny key snd you're

Serious Disc 6

Memory needed: 128k
Amouvnt of sides:|

a Catedit :
8 disc
management

program

A soper
diig,
v
of thg
top avard

trensported into the main
program.There,yovu're
presented with 8 catologue
of your disc with a8 list of
options.The standard ones
are present suvch es recover
deleated files formsat erase
and rename vul other less
standard items svch as
setting the disc to resd only
. and read/write are all there as
is & file copier and file info which
err..qives you informstion sbout
your files,

One thing you'll notice is that it's

fast vnlike some msnagers and it

uses a great rovtine of wtilising

th?tscreen memory ,creating e large
er,

So fine, there ere disc menagers
vith festures like this but not
many sre as professionally done.

ISPELL

"Dactor,I can't spell!"

“Sit down over here , please and
tell me sll sbout it".

"Well it happened all of a sudden.l
was typing ovt 8 docoment with my
word processor and I svddenly
realised I had spelt everything

wrona,
"Everything? Well there js a core.It
is called ISpell snd it's & spell
checker What it does is simple.It

checks your spelling end tells yov
if 3 word is right or wrong.You then
look in s dictionary for the correct
;fellmg.lt's 85 simple as that.Take
it once after each bout on the word
processer snd you'll feel fine.Ok
perhaps it's a little slow and it has
a limited ihctmnary but besides that
you shovld hsve no more spelling
problems Oh,and it costs only 25p
from Presto . Give it a whirl man."

SPACE FROGGY

This is a prime example of what can
be done with Glenco's 'Sprites Alive'
package.

The aim of the gsme is to wander
arovnd many besuhfu,llg. drewvn
screens in the hope of finding nine
6128 ROM chips.The wandering around
is done by you,a little frog like
creature who has to overcome a few
puzzles on it's way to feme and
fortone Almost!

With plenty of instructions,easy
controls and a great game to
boot ,this game is better than msny
budget releases which are filling up
the CPC chelves.llorth & whopping
95% Totally excellent.

GFAINT

Pvt your hard earned
cash away end instead
of purchasing 'Advenced
r tuvdio' get
this GPaint is withovt 8
doubt the best art
package 20p can buy,

Although it is chesp it certainly
isn't “nasty and offers a fast,
vserfriendly, icon driven system
wvhich will suit your every whim,
The f£ill rovtine is wvery fast
indeed and good solid features like

rotation, enlarge and reduce are
easy to vse and meke the packege
that little more complete. 1s

packsge is so good that it has been
given 8 commendsble 91%. Hooray!




Computer games seem
very expensive at the
moment , vhy? David
Crookes has been
doing some
mvestigatimg.

When was the last
time yoy walked into
8 computer shop with
a bit of cash in your
ocket and noticed
hat it wasn't enovgh

to be able to buy &
game? Computer gsmes
sre becoming
increasingly more
expensive as each day
asses by, Software
ovses will stop at
nothing to make you
part vith your hard
esrned cash, Huge
amounts of money
are spent on massive
advertisements in
all the leadin
computer san
console publications
and thousands of
pounds are vsed Up
trying to discover
the latest buying
%Efnds én order for
o make a8
kxlﬁ?ng qu@ o¥ the
vnsuspecting public.
When the game hits
the streets they
nearly slways carry s
large price tag so
he software

meking sn sbsolute
fortune, There moust
be quite a few

companies must be:

execvtives ovt there
smoking fat cigers and
drowning themselves in
champagne at the sound
of more and more green
bits of paper floating
towerds them. But then
consider all the things
they pay for.

Firstly, the software
compenies have to make
people avare of their

[t's @ rip-0ff, or

geme so they spend some
money on agvertisements,
This covld be 8 couple
of quid or 8 lot more;

it depends on how they
gushed the gsme. Then
he shops get a share -
g very laerge share- and
this uvsvally amounts to
srovnd for % rercent.
Next vp is the dreagded

takman who enjoys the
benefit of seventeen and
a half percent, Perhaps
this is a little onfair
a5 the government
doesn't even do snythin
to earn this money bu
rvies are rvles,

It doesn't stop there
either, Duplication
costs, disks and

cassettes, packaging,
aying the tesm who made
he game snd, if the
game is a license, then
some money qoes to them
too, So the softvare
house could end vp with
only 8 fev pounds per
ame and the trest of
aliovre as the game

Even though the profit
levels are low it
doesn’'T necessarily
sugaest that the
compenies are not
getting rich because

s [ 9

they are, otherwise
how would they be able
to sfford to pay
enormous sums of money
for licences and
advertising and, more
to the point, it they
veren't making money
they wovuld go

Disk gmmes cost even
more ~ is this a
blatent scendal?

bankrupt ,

Living proof of the
fact that software
houvses make & "small”
fortone i s
Codemasters. Recently
they took console
giants, Nintendo, to
court over allegations
that Codemaster's

b e ——

o ! L

Uy ere &-bit

There sre quite 8 few
reasons why mechines
soch ss the CPC have
games costing
considerably less than

heir 16-bit
coonterparts. One
significant reason is
thet of sdvertising
costs. A lot of it hss
already been paid for,
Tske Streetfighter I1

QAMES: RUMBING 1Y

for instance. Nintendo
advertised this game on
national television
meaning 8 very lsrge

", .compmies concentrat
nly on 16-bit nachinesj

raking in the profits..

now knov about the game.
So when it mskes its
apperance on _the
Amstrad, US Gold

cheep?

wvouldn't have to
advertise 1t too much,

Secondly, most
eight-bit conversions
are vsvally second
rate and are released
only to meke 8 quick
buck, After all, why
spend time on 8 gsme
if people would buy it
anyvay, uvsing their




crestion, the "Geme
Genie", was in breach
of copyright,
Codemssters von end
vere avarded a large
smount of moneg.
covrse Richard and
David Darling were
elreedv rich in the
?xnnlng and so this
ra sum was jost g
but i wa8s
enovgh for the men to
start to think about
buyxng an seroplane,
fine, they aot this
moneY hrovg 8 court
settlement and not bz
sellxng sny equnpmen
but they, which
been men ioned before,
vere not exsctly
living in cardbosard
hoxes. And this wss
from a budget software
hovse so just think
about how mvch the
larger compani es mske,
ybe they covuld
ef ord to bring the
rices down or maybe
he find =
spitable excuse to say
otherwise,

PRICE LIST

CINEMA £2.59
For aspprox. 2 hours

TENPIN BOWLING £3
For spprox 2 houwrs

MAGAZINES £1-£3
For approx. 1.5 hoorq

COMPUTER GAMES £15
For spprox. 2 month=|

bonus

This shows that games
nge long lasting fun

P sy —

Subserpens!

r

SUBSCRIBE TO CPC UNDERCOVER FOR SIX ISSUES AND
BECEIVE A FURTHUR ISSUK ABSOLUTH.Y FREE - IT'S
AUTOMN  MADNESS 1!

[This offer is mmly valid for this issve-so hurryl

~

CPC UNDERCOVER

~ Packed with the most
sothoritive featores
and revievs.

-Cheap wvith =a
- Up t0652ie nevs and
UNDIERGOIER revievs.
I__m _I
To teke out a svbscription, fill in the form be}ow

and send it with 8 3" disc for your coverdisc!!fil
Name
Address

Telephone Nomber

I enclose s cheque/ ostal order made paysble to
David Crookes for £6.00 (inc. PAP).

If do not vamt to destroy yoor
thenweuxther send a rhotocopy or wri
details on a piece of paper.

y of CPCU
out the

iodgement from what
hey have seen on the
16-bits,

So companies
concentrate only on
sixteen bit machines,
reking in the profits
before going ehead snd
taking up sny extra
cash that seems to be
hanging seround from
the eight bits, It's
sad but true.

WANTED!

Good ograms vrltten by
es, you, I
vntten mythmg mh ym

feel covld make you momey,
then read on.

Pacific Softvere are a nev compeny set up to
give fe%r le the chance to write programs for
profi o gs the CPC alive we are oﬂ‘ermg
programmers 59X of the total profits. That's
right 58X - the rest is spent on tising amd
copying your software in s highly efficient way.

Every prog‘an vxll be comsidered so send in
vork on a disk, including an SAE and
1nstructlons to Pacific Soft, 37 Trimingham
Brendlesholme, Bory, Greater Manchester,
lJl You dise \uli be evalvated and returned
vnthm the week. Don't forget, we vill consider
anything from %ames to seriovs software to

sdventures so writing and get sendimg.




ekng Off

Football games are very popvlar. So much so,

s0f
few dozen,
best

United

hooses released

z anyvat).i
vhich are the vorst ar )
shqvfd you not be without? With his ™

are champions” scarf on,
plays his way through. Kick

millions of them (vell a
ck, vh

David Crookes

off looms....

Emlyn Hvghes
International goccer

It's best to start as
we mesn to go on wi

g brillisnt game from
Avdiogenic. The game
says 1t is “Burstin
with high-spee

sction" snd bein

quite sceptical abov
such adverts, it is
pleasing to find a
game which lives up to
its billing.

The build Uﬁ is great.
You have the options
to play sny one of
eight teams from
England to Italy, but
there is a facility to
change all the team
nemes and plasyers so
you covld create your
ovn Premier League
with relstive ease.

Teking control of your
favourite team, you
cen then gla a8 game
vhich cen last as long
as you wvent. You cen
view computer against
computer if you wish
but it ismn't
necqessarz neither is
playing extra time.

The game itself is
very atmospheric vhat
vith @ bustling crowd
chearing (even thouvgh
their chsnts are
slvays the same - it
can get tedious) end
the speed of the game,
Everything is fast and
forious, especially on

he hx_ﬂll;er ski
levels. This game vas

obtained after Matchday
Two so the speed was
noticed straight away.

Practise makes perfect
as_they sa{ and so_ the
writers of the game have
included 8 practice
facility., It reslly is
vseful for tr{mg out
that spectacvlar Mark
Hughes type volleg
straight into the bac
of the net or even
experimenting with two
touch passing end the
like. More importantly it
gives the flayer ]
chance to get the feel
of the game withoot am{
vorries of the bal
being taken away from
them.

net. The goalkee;"er

dives and gathers the
ball slowly.

The time is half past
three snd the ball is

kicked ovt., The
glqyers amble arovund
his large pitch -
gnobably one of the
iggest in the
Software League - and
seem tired - lethargic
even.,

Half time passes and
it's soon full time,
The opposition winnin
a few gosls to nil,
It's time to weigh up
the options. Will you
lay in the Matchdsy
vp or maybe the
Matchday League ?7Will
you play in two plsyer
mode and maybe give
yourself or your
partner a gosal
advantage?

The manager walks in

an quie Y
It is safe to recommend mentions the
this game due to its . kickometer, H

simplicity of vuse.
The controls are
easy and you'll
soon be hooked,
wont you, Emiyn?
"Sqeak, sqeak,
sqe 'n .
See? It's vorth,\
oh, 89%.

Matchday Tvo

It's three o'clock e
vhistle blovs and the
crovd chant, The players
kick off end run
tovards gosl - very
slowly.

It's 8 qusrter past
three and the glayers
have reached the gosl
mouvth, 8 shot is
thundered towsrds the

g

e
explains thet holding
own the {ire botton
determines whether or
not you belt the ball
or tep it nicely into
goal, He informs the
players that they sre
glloved to head the

} ball and thaté they

.3 should play
y\matchday

. T v o
Y hecavse

it is fuon,
goalkeepers are good
and the options are
mainly standard but
have some good extras
like giving a team a
goal advantage. The
all reacts
realistically too
thanks to the DS
system. The masnager




then proceeds to say
that if Matchday Two
vere 8 football tesm
it would finish sboyt
sixth and so is worth
8 heslthy 7X.

Kick Off

If & gemes merits vere
decided on its
graphics then this
geme would surely fail
completely. Basically.

The %rephics are
completely rubbish and
are not acceptable at
all, If Anco would
have spent a bit more
time on it, the
gameplpy would have

enefited and the
staying power wvould
?%ve had a longer
ife.

Having said that, Kick
Off is addictive, not
as much as Emlyn
Hoghes but addictive
nontheless. The
controls, once
mastered, are quite
easy to use, and
notice the word
"quite", It does take
a few sttempts to get
it right but pergevere
and don't do what a
certain reviever did
and shelve it for ages
becavse it is 8

un
game. For only £3.99
you covuld do s lot
vorse, but then you
could do a lot better.

go, en averd of 67%
vould suffice,

Italy 1999

As 8 close contender to
Emlyn Hughes, this game
must be good. However
the only problem is
wvhich one is better?
Everybody differs on
this and the easiest
option is to give it the
same percentage as
Emlyn vt I'll try not
ol

Anyway, the game. Emlyn
Hughes’ falling point is
graphics which slthough
good, sre nQ where neer
as good as Italy 1990°'s,
Solid almost perfect

aphics make this game
he best looking one but

to add a cliche, good
graphics maketh not a
good game.

Sonics haven't had the
same attention as
grephlcs and so this is
he one thing which
knocks US Gold's game
away so the sitvation is
as follows: It's all
square, reslly.

Action is what this geme
is full of. Fast? You
bet! In fact this game
has enovgh speed to be
able to bresk the sound
barrier, It reslly does
add to the game. On the
other hend the game can
et too easy - it sll
epends on what tesm
yov pick. Choosing

England is not
recommended if yovu
vant to have some
sort of 8 chsllenge.
Neither is picking any
top tesm because the
computer is set up to
think thet these teams
are good enovgh to
win vithout any
interaction from the
game pls¥er. Taking
control of the UAE is
much more advised
as then you will soon
have s challenge on
your hands,

Options are good. As
you can see from
above, you cen tske
control of any team
which competed in the
world cup in 1990, You
can even meke tacticel
decisions. Obviously
with this being a
vorld cop_game you
have to play in the
worid cup but maybe
Zou csn go one better
han En%land and
reach the final,
Pretend it's the 1994
World Cup in America
and make yourself
believe we qualified.

So it's time to choose
the game which yovu
shouldn't be without
and I think that Italy
1999 just has the edge
because of the svperb
graphics and great
ameplay,which is slso
fast, . _that makes
it 9% for Itely 99.

So Italy 1999 won. But
what ahout all the
gther games around?
Well there is also Man,

Utd Evurope which is
gogd but not great
and would only get
75%, and then there's
Gazzs's SUPEr SOCCEr
which is the
definition of rohbish
(2 for effort) Gazzae
2 isn't much better.

So there you have it,
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