UNDEERCOVER

May/Jone
1994
Issue 5

Only 88p

{(plus an SAE)

]

Chlll out And
INSIDE cateh 0Ur
Cheek out the + o U %%%gggv@mﬁﬁ@m
l @ t @ 8 & I S
?Mﬁ.m@w@s with 3 J
@ Doed. !
) M
souURdtrakker
reviemed.

Could me bear
Bell Bearine?

Paul Felrmen
goes Baek Te
And [0@dS MOrG.w

If it's oot, it's In

7

L G " ' .

This Issue Is Sponsored)
By Jo #ood.




= re
¥ [ER
T A

b
37 Trimingham Drive
Brangdlesholme
Bory Lancachire
BLB 18

(G

&
G2

H i
L S
licgtions - - -

!

Editor: David Crookes
Desiogm: David Crockes

Contribpiers:
Angeia Cook, Melvyn

Phillips, Paul
Fairman Joe
Movlding, Jo UWood,
Bichard Stevens,

Articles: Payment for
articles is a3 selection
of PD and a free copy

of the magazing,

Production Method:

The msgszine 1%
groduced psing
Powerpage 128 and
is printed on the
Star LC-1

meny

is
written by the editor
snd is the copyright
of David Crookes and
The Pacific Grovup.

The main

However it can be
copied freely as it is
gntered into the
Public Domain.

A1l the programs are
Puhlic Domain and can
he copied freely, CPC
Undercover does not
meke any money {rom
the coverdiscs.

Fall letters must be
sent to the above
address under the
rvle that any
correspondance may be
printed. However mark
"NOT TO BE FUBLISHED"
on vour letier ifyom
don’t want it to be
included.

EONIENES

3 Editorial )
The uvsuszl opinionsted
waffle,

4 Bits And Pieces
Eeep in touvch with the
bi~-monthly goings on
dewn in CPC dorld,

5 Page Publisher Review
It's yet snother DTP
package...

6 What's going on?
Richard Stevens
discusses why 54 may
not be that good,

7 Ball Bearing review
Radical Software's game
is under scrutiny.

8 Lisa Eellet

AA's ex-art ed iz
interviewsd by Angela
Cook (and Jinxsd),

9 Chesp Thrills

Catch our regular
featmre on PD games and
blast away.

¢ Back To Basics
Paul Fairman's tutorial

ISSUE &

May/Jone.

12 Poblicly Spesking
The best PD software
review section in the
wor-id, Probably (notl,

i4 Sovndtrakker

Joe Moviding raves
gver this excellent
music program.

i5 Coverdisc 5
What's on the disc?
Torn to page 16 to szee.

1§ Crossword
Trv to work out this
izzues clves.

bt

7 Advenltures

o Wood provides
xtensive coverage of
the adventuring genre
to keep 8sill wou
adventure fane happy
with & hefty dose of
reviews angd news.

G,

i9 Monty And Som

#onty answers ancther
hatch of guestions
from khis son brouvght
exclusively to CFC
Undercover by The
Hizard.

The copydate for articles and|
advertisements is #th Jone. i

Please make all
cheques and Fostal
Orders payable to
David Crookes.

34

Circalation

Impertent
ReerUsh

Advertising rates in CPC
Undenover are wvery
gheap. We charage only
7% per gusarter of 2
page, £1,58 for half s
page snd £3 for a foil
page. There are gven
sponsorship deals. You
can sponsor a whole
issye tor £8 or Jvst one
colmmn for £1.

£6£.49 Disc

£4.99 Tape
& Swinboorne, Ll

Vicarasge View
Redditeh. Worcs, B97
“4BF, (Overseas Add £1)-




The Editorij
with general-
chst smpd:
| thanks, - i

if you turn the page io anvybody becavse this  bother?

and resd the latest  is unacceptable. Bot say

CPC news {Hold on! Not  vyov wanted a program  Anyway onto s lighter
Just now.) yov will that you covidn't buy note. it would be
come scross an  and yov had limited spprecisted if any-
“exciusive”, There's a programming knowledge body could help me
chap called Eevin but knew the basics., If with reviews, You don't
Thacker who hss been vou knew that by have to write too much
blasted by WACCI for putting together a few  just aroond 468 words
ripping off PD bits of prevritten code if you like. Just think
ftware. Eev cleims together wovld sllow youv  your nsme in print...

L]

that it isn't piracy to "write" a8 new Exciting thovchis, eh?
whick ¢f course it is. program to svit your

However my wiew on needs then wovld it be Finally tske s squizz
this whole affair & fair to stop them? As  at Richsrd Stevens’
mixed, I don't see any long as the software ic column, If vyou have
harm In tearing chumks not given awsy in any sny opinions sbout
out of software ,PD or form at all for money anything then write an
ot,as s you do or for free then surely article and we'll print

it f there is no harm at all it if its agood encugh,
your own home and ‘becawvce nobody hss lnst  It's vour chance ta
o ell or give anything so why have s rant and rave,

3 Meeting House Lane
Balsall Common

u ‘ Nr. Coventry
SiaikerPDS m? ?Fx

Top Quality Public Domain Software For
The Amazing Price Of 25p Per Disc Side

That's right, 25p gets yov a whole disc bolging with the best PD arownd.
Sleepwalker PDS have got en impressive catalogve catering for every CPC
user. From games to otilities to clip ert to demos, Sleepwalker PDS have
got it all, Be can even distribote FD on tape,

Hhat's more, an exstensive range of exclosive PD software iz svailahle
{ogetker with ihe best of the Ianternstionsal softwsre arovnd making
Sleepwalker FDS, a troly imnovative library.

#rite to sbove address enclosing a SAEK in order {o obtain a copy of the
catalogoe which inclodes details of how to order. And watch this space for
‘fother developmenis. You know it mskes semse.
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Thecker The Hecker PRil Craven is
Super hacker Hevin his foil sddress in s | continving to sanoy
Thacker has bheen letter whisch admits to | people with his
rublicelly condoned by ripping-off somecns | insistenc in notl
WACCI for slieged else's software, Expect | sending ovt his mail
illegsal hackinz of PD "the boys" to csil | order svprlies.
Frograms arovnd ab vour [Kevin'sl

fremt door any day now, | Ovr advice woold be fo
Large vser grovyp Perhaps FAST might live | write to Emztrad
WACCI, issved = notice wp to its name for | A after
warning Thacker o "Go  onoe” i days and

pester
¥ sps 'Fhone
hi: and Pam
Harris, the previous
vsisr proprieter
ialledaedlyy, Taking

away!" Mike Lyons,
WACCI's lethers editor,
informed his readers
that the Federstion
Against Softwsre Theft
{FAST! had been

notified,

i 1s] answer boit vp to now
The werhal sttack the purchasers own use | he has fsiled to
aoccured in the March only as bsck-ves. | appesr in couri and
1994 izzys of WACCI  Whether or not Thacksr | ingnores summons,
which carried s ssmple iz selling the pirstied i
of a letter from Hevin code iz a mathier to be @ﬁ J}'&
Thacker in which he rs i Software,
wrote,"I can steal any inbourns’s
code, graphics or H s agreed io
music® and "the I 1 seven of
rrograms I steal the | . They are
code from are PD, 2o P gh scifist,
it is not illegsl.® CPC Undercover h ot ¢ Jeneral X,
yE ¥ it id ! FZ ntis and
The mmsoazine oot the ¢ ati n i Jdu d they cost
letter short by Lk g1 £2 ice is £33
issving & biting reply. 3 B pl C
} o Ch 3y
"The removel of code Da &
from PD programs is, I See Edi ress
belisve, prohibited by
the terms of Fublic
Domein,” said Mr., |Maxwell, the JEY ¥OU CER
Lyens. "I am in jof 3" discs, hesp second
serinvs dovht as {2 lprodociion, oz from a2
ihe aquy's sanity ss |heen infeor sf suppliers
he's sctrally printed iprices sare y scommended




Beina able tn type
pretty guickly is =
handy skill to have
vnless vou want to
spend 8 few months

typing in a3 two
hondred word piece of
prose or something,

“Typing" is & program
that csn save vyou a
iot of money in
totition fees since it
shows you how to type.

Fifty exercises are
provided and each
secticn starts off
with 8 drill which
teils yor shovt the
home keys and whers
te position vour
fingers on the
kevyboard. Once vou
have grasped that it
gives you a smsll game
where youv have to
press the letter which
flashes vp on the
screen. Then you can
try the exerocises. It
asks you to copv 3
piece of writing shich
iz displayed on
screen, It ignores the
wrong letters and so
doesn't slow you down,

It's not a bad program
but I feel it shovld
have had a timer to
time hov long it takes
vou to type. But for a
arasp of the <kills it
provides a good (if
quite dull) way of
learning the basics,

Training Program
Eevybhosrd Trsining
Program or KTP for
short is snother typing
tuition program.

Becavse it is only s
six kilobyte program it
doesn't have the same
amovnt of feastures as
the Typing program and
ic definately not as
comprehensive,

Having s8id that,
thovgh, it does have
some advanisges over
the previovsly named
progrsm. It has a timer
S0 you can see how far
behind proper tovch
typists you sre. It is s
less dull progrsm ss
well,

Again it has the
standard game (a letter
is presented on screen
and yov have to press
the corresponding key)
as well as the copying
of 2 passage which, as
mentioned is timed.

Overall if you want 8
nicely presented and not
to heavy progrem then I
advice you get hold of
Eevboard Training
Progrsam,

I preferred ETP to
Typing becapse of KTP's
timer snd less dull
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Typing is a8 lot
more comprehensive,

Yoo decide.

This hes been around
for quite g while byt
it has never been

mentioned in CPC
Undercover so hers
goes.

It has been produced
by Tim Blackbond of
Artificial Intelligence
fame and he wore ovt s
load of Beatles tapes
in the process,
Allegedly,

Anyway it iz =&
collection of nicely
drewn borders for uwse
in Poverrpage to
SpPrvce uUp vyour
newsletters, posters
snd f{lysheets, Well
Just abovt anvthing
you want them for
really, '

There's s jagged
border, a chain one,

Tvdor, Torkish and
olde ones, There iz
sctuslly something
that everyody covld
make some vse of and
it makes & chanaqe
from a single line ar
even no border at all,

It comes highly
recommended.

a

Briters to review
Poblic DPomain
software. Please send
any reviews either on
paper, disc (ASCII
files please) or as
Powerpage files, Free
| copy of CPCU for you,




Soundirakker .

Yov con maoke sweet music together with yoor CPC
bot of course you knew that alresdy. Yoo can boy
lots of music packages to help youw. Bot vyou
probably knew that too. Joe Movlding checks
Soondtrakker ovt and it sounds {shem} good.

provided.
the most

those
Probably
vseful featuore,
thovgh, is the
arpeggio editor,

Soundtrakker is one
of those complicated
music makers, with
iong lists of numbers
which stand for notes
{similar to
Bootracker’, There are
four examples on the
disc - load these vp
and prepsre to be
amazed, You'll need o
spend 8 while getting
vsed to Sovndirskker,
but once vou've
figured it out, you'll
realise that it's sn
extremely versatile
system.

Edch scng is made Up
of a number of
"patterns”, and esch
pattern is made up of
£4 “positions". Each
position consists of

either a note or blank

SpFace.

Each key on the
keyboard repressents a
note, and vyou enter
notes by pressing
these keys. You can
pither enter notes one
by one (which I find
the easiest), or vsing
the record function,
where vou play the
notes you want and
the computer works
oot the timing for
vor, It's slso nice and

lettina you vse chords

gasy to copy parts of or trills imn yoor

Y¥OUI* SORg. pieces, TYou can alsc
change the tempo at
Ten instruments are sany time during the

songs. Sometimes yor'll
find that you can't
get the speed Jjust
right, it's either too
fast or too slow, so I
feel thet the
progrsmmer shouvld

provided on the disc,
including flotes, pisncs
and percussion. Jne of
the most impressive
featuvres is the
instrument editor,
which lets vou mske vyour
pwn instrements have enahled a larger
(difficwit)y or edit cheoice of tempo.

Four Simple Steps To Dritine
Yeur Own Fab Sene

i. Load in some instromeni to use. A maximom of 16
instrements can bhe vsed per song, Always have st
least one pisno and 8 flvie (for the melody) and
a couple of droms.

2. Compose a melody. At this stage, it's most
conveniant to have a piano in the hovse. Jost
doodle shout, plaving amy cld nole, and spomer ar
later vou'll come op vp with a well cool tone. If
this soonds too hard, however, you covuld slways
follow Chris Goodswen's example and rip off a
song by voor favoorite band. Yoo never know, if
you have soch bad teste as JM, Jarre, vour end
product will probably be better than the real
thing.

3. Add a base line. Desd esasy, this one. Jost add
a few low notes to make a foller soond to the
music. If this is ioo complicated, why not take s
look at the examples provided on the dlsc If yov
find a decent one, pmch it. ;

4. Add percosion. Snnply chock a few ;;
snares in here and there. Now if 40
that's too hard, go back to bed.




Try to always
L use channel A
‘for the melody, B for

the bass and € for
the percussion, It's s
lot less confusing,

music meker 1
intless, though, i
ther pecnle can't
zatan to your song
ac, bot once asgain
his had besn thought
of, and s complier is
inclvded so thst vou
can losd and play
£0Nngs in YoUr own
BASIC or machine code
Progarams
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An extensive manval is
provided, making it &
very profecsionst

wagﬂ: d""‘ ingivded in
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easy Lo use and bék
compatible,
To get the most from
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Yau've heard of Lemmings Uhat you have to do is

guide the Eing
Ming to safety

and you must know
the concept f(ie,
guide a few little rather than =
Lvmmxngs t o set number of
safety by Les Mings est from Lemmings. To
bmldmg s safe les Fremch. cet the King on
path). his way, first set out
a safe rovte then

And guvess whet? No we click on the red Ming
haven't got Lemmings on  in the options, He'll
the disc {or else we'd then appear, The rest
be sved for infringement of the oplions are
of copyright) but we quite sasy to follow.
have got this PD There's & stsir
alternative which is  builder, tunnel digger

o ouy T o

Joe Movlding

Juet as good. and Ming freezer.

E-Crypt is a pugzle
ich ‘)’DU can get out | game from Slespwalker

1 little game

H
[~

€ i B
o :

vour froustration on some | PD and a good one it
willing set of pixels. | is too. It hardly
Teze the joystick or keys | seems worth giving the
to guide your men on his | instruvctions here
qnest. to beat uvp hig | since they are
opponant, included in the game.

Regular readers will standing orders anf
remember that in the the like so it shovid
last issve Jo Wood cater for your needs,
revieved an home It's easy to use too
accounts package called
Banker, The first thing I
advise you to do is
What it does is make vpress key 9 as this
gur financing chores will give you some
t at little hit sasier. instroctions on how io
?Pﬁ can deal with wee it

Ta m
[EpE USErS

Lf you haven't got a disc drive them you'll be
pleased to knovw that yov cen buy (PCU with =
coverispe from Sleepwalker PDS for only £2.

The Covertape Is Sponsored By Sleepwalker PDS




EMIGMf UNDERCOUER'
o> WIN TOE DISCS OF PD

Here's the second of our great
competitions in vhich one of vou
lvcky resders can win not one
bt two PD dises

THE WIZARD |
PRESENTS. .

Once vovu've worked ovi the
saswers either oot oot the grid
or write down the answers om a
piece of paper snd send it to:
Enigms Undercover, 37
Trimingham Drive, Bory, Lancs.
B8 LM. The closing date is the
18th Jome 1994, Binners may be
poblished in issue 6.

Last isspes winner was Bichard
flilson from Bochdale, @ell dome,

ACrOSS
1 Itz zad i gou RACT in this way? &) i nicating Eritizh? &7
7 A HORD in wour ear? Parhaps not? (4) 2 moxt 4 rubber [op group?
3 TRAMSDUCERS on o podiual? () 2 Did he gt pressure with this lonsuase? &)
9 Do you PLAN this drawing? (8 4 You can 90 grey with this process? (B
1@ I adaire yoit! No more? @E4) £ A tpignaular  wooden raisl? &
ii Do you g0 into the BRSE 19 times to § With these obilities its aimost iike taking a life?
©ogive it the chop? (3 (2 The sixtizs druss are his? (6
12 Is he a bit of o card? 0id FO! & i€ In vhese o totally coposite® (B
14 Littie Arthur o o US Code? & 16 Sounds like 4 magnetic hiscuit?
7 A wall known word £or Kidn rg? {5}

{6 Tupe *hiz for a telgphone book? (3
18 Move FORWARDS in Italy? (B 19 Sina the praises of 'Jndercc"tr\ with this? &)
28 PUSH into this default data store? (15 21 It & rough ride in ¥R west?
22 Edt Iz he ome of the thicves? (L7
23 R POP GROUF in & dreadful placa? )

24 T con his i secretr G5 something up, there will

be another puzzle soon.

Svbscribe
for € issues,
get | free!l

Svbscribe
for 6 isswes,
get { free!

@M@S@Fﬂ@ﬁﬂl@@ﬁ

LI
good read ab the same time then

Here's one Di‘fer that -

can't refuvse - seven there‘s only one option -
CPC Undercover,

To sobscribe, send s
cheque or postal order
for £6 made paysble ic
DA‘&’iD CROQEEZ fnge*}\er

issuwes of top quality N/
features, interviews, i v
news, reviews, coverdiscs
mformetmn snd tutomal:
for the price of six, It's
b

g bsrgsin and s sv
essential. So if vou wani [ h
to keep up to date and enjoy s |the m.zr*mm address,
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Cheap Thr

Guess what? Cheap Thrills is going to be a
! reguler colomn dealing with PD games. If you
i have any PD game reviews or indeed serious
reviews then send them in and if we publish it,
{ yor car have a free copy of the mag.

If vyou like simple
games just oozing with
immense playsblility
then you'll love tomb.

It is not really the
hest game ever
invented and the
gameplay isn't actually
gll that stunning but
it will keep vovu
occupied for an hoor
I S0,

It's 5 maze gsme where
you have to guide

What 2 long title. Hold
oni This ‘'sint tke
Dizzy, iz it? Not the
little egg which vovu
would just love to
make scrambled eggs
from? Well actuslivy
there isn't any
resemblence whstsoever
between the two games,

Dizzy Starline etc. is
2 strategy qame and s
vzzling one st thst,
ov have to deliver

519nmenf of
ona” computers in
k sector and you
t visit 49 sectors

=<3y

“l‘.J

on
oW

s
G
g5¢

-é I‘LI

mUSL

your little man around
the screen avoiding
nasties and collecting
keys which open doors
(logic is Jjust so
amazingl.

The graphics are good
enovgh for this type of
game snd evervything
moves at 8 nice psce.
It's certainly =
challenge although after
a few goes you'll get
the hang of it,

Take the trovble to find
thiz game.It's worth it.67%

in 49 galstic days and
deliver on certsin
dates and not go on the
same sector twice and
only move from a limit
of controls. Phew!

To move your ship you
have to enter
co-ordinates which some
people may see a5 &
torn off but vovu
shovldn't becavse
aithough the game is
sard- - to

e,vpl:am it ) Gb
is anod

and yor showld x-{,
by it, 82K B

Hmmm, I wonder what
this game covid be

about, I mesn the
name doesn’t give too
much away does it°?
Well sctuslly it
doesn't becanse it
doesn't mention that it
is a damn fine gsme.

It's different to Tomb.
In this vouv have to
collect gold siasrs
which are needed and
red stars which vyou
vwant, There are
rowerpills and
obstacles. Even walls,
Wow. Oh end there's =
character called Mr
Mad (covld be why it's
called Madmazes),

What vou do is travel
arovnd 23 maze
encountering the asbove
things that have been
mentioned and then
progress to the next
level for more of the
same. If a nsstie
tovches you, you lose
one of yourr four
lives.

Control is by keys
which doesn't detract
from the gameplay st
all snd still keeps it
as one of the best PD
games you can find in
the PD Libraries and
one to get. 83%




Back To BASIC

Some more gripping progrsmming stoff from the man
that knows - Paul Fairman. Be's going Yo show yoo
how to menipolate varisbles. Qoer!

Last month we finished
by talking shout the
INEEY command angd how
INKEY$ wasn't a
varighle, Well now we
can move onto varisble
maniprlation.

BASIC thst it egqusis
{which it o'wiov:l do
already’) plvs 5. Inst
of x=2, %= r+5. x-S not
anymore. The ssme can
be done yo subirasct
numbers from a variasbles,

¥=%-3 will subtract 3
from x. You will notice

Yarisbleg are of grest
w$2 to the programmer.

Withovt them, life that there is no divide
vorld be impossible, sign on the keyboard
the power to hold slthough it is psrt of
information in the the ASCII character set,

and the mulitiplicstion
sign is "X wvswally buot
BASIC vses different
symbols to indicate such
signs. An asterisk {#}
mesns times and 8 7 is
divide.

memory is wvitsl for
other uvsage within the
program, The varishles
can be sitered vsing a
svite of commands that
don't vse keywords,
althowoh vyou covld pee
the LET cuwman4

As discvssed previovsly
The variable x there are other
equeis 2. Let's s e variable tvpes, The
say that we no '-"., - string wvarisble
longer wish that By, sUch as v$ cah have
¥ does equal 2, gnother string
and think how it oy added to it.
counld he Wlthalithi:;:i;
changed to 5 SUms, it's vizvital will sdd
for example. being at school. the string gqf
Easy vyou say, Just onto THE END of the

give a x=5 command wvsariable v§.

and ¥ is changed but

not to & specific On the Amsirad CFC &iZB

number but an actual  there is an advantage of

alterstion of it. We a few more more BASIC

want to add something programminq r:;mrr,andc

to x, svbhiract ete, Therer are CLEAR INFU

etc, COPY LﬂRa no't, 3
variable?, f"UP"“H FILL,

#=x+3 will tske i} GRAPHICE P4 ;E:,

¢ FHAME,
= f.rH,&PHIt“-T FEN, and MASE,

<
m
=1
-
3
o
ot
o
£d
v 1]
=3
.
.
m
o=

s0 4564 vsers will neot
he able to use those
commands. The CURSOE
command is s 6128 only
command snd,if we
added the line at the
heginning of the
program,wovlid print
the block cursor on
the soreen.

15 CUESOR 1

will do the job and
CURSCE @ will turn the
cursor off. A similsr
key word to INKEYS is
INEKEY. Agsin 6128
vsers have the upper
hand {good programme’
as on the disk drive
of the computer at the
top is g disgram of
the keyboard with lots
of nombers in place of
the letters angd
numbers etc. These are
the numbers vsed by
INEEY. Now, all the
keys on the kevboard
have a status of -
tot if vow should hold
down on key then th
ststus will no longe
become -1,

[

g
r

1¢ IF INEEY{47X>-1
THEN 2P KISE &

28 PRINT:PRINT"Yoru

jost pressed the

space bar®

The key number you
are refering to must
be in brackeis (SHIFT
and 8/3) and theose
e af i

[
o v




of the equals sian
“z*, zp the program

locks at the =ztstus of

EEY 47 {the space har)
and 1f it doesn't
equal -1, in other

words the key- is
pressed, then jump
over to line 20 ELSE
GOTO 18, Yov novlid
write ELSE GOTOQ 18, or
in previovus
programming examplesIF
a$=-"SAUSAGE" THEN
GOTO 1@ but the GOTO's
cen be dropped if you
are a lazy sod lke
myself. To cut the
explanation down, the
program shove tells
you that vou pressed
the space bar, if vou
did. You can test for
all the other kevys in
the same way.

Saving and Loading

Now if you should come
to the stsge of
actoally wanting to
save your program to
tape or disc, then a8
command or two are
provzded by BASIC.
First of all it is
advised that the
reader keeps on
readinag CPC
Ondercover in the
months to come since I
will be covering tapes
and discs in s
forthooming colomn,

The commands sre
cunningly titled LOAD
and SAYE {(damned
devious }-nqgmﬁﬁ thesze
computer inveniors, eh

- Davidy. To save the
rProcgrasm T se
SAVE"filename" where

filename is a name

0

of your choice, &

1131

oo

IENSEESRE N

e
YL,

svffix can be

{

Ill’llllll

1]
i
1

vy

added o give other

functions as listed Saving amd load-

below:

ing requires s

disc or tape - allegedly

P - will protect the
file. MUST be RON not
LOADed. Upon returning
to BASIC the program
deletes itself. Do not
vse on programs thst
you wish to edit in
fvture wnless you have
a progrsm that will
de-protect svch files,
There are programs
available that will
override this simple
protection system {sort
of defeats the whole
point reslly - Davidl,

A - sgves the program
as an ASCIT text file.

B - saves the program
as a binary file. By
using: SAVE"filename" b,
&cfd? 44000 the entire
screen will be "dumped"
to the disc.

LOAD"filename” will load
in the program vnder the
filename specified in
inverted commas., The
load commend
avtomatically deletes the
other program (if any)
before loading, It must
be run with RUN although
vou cen avtomsticslly
LOAD snd BUN s program
with EIN"fileneme™.

GOSUE sncd EETURN

on the list is
GOSUE snd RETUEN. The
EETURN command has
nothing to do with the
EETUEN kevy on computers

Meut

‘..

{not 484). GOSUR is
similar to GOTQ in the
fact that by saving ta
the computer GOSUR
508, wovld instruct
BASIC to jump to line
5490¢. The code from
line 5882 and
afterwards would then
be acted vpon and
when the BETURN
command is seen, BASIC
Jumps back to the
very next command
directly after the
GOSUB one. GOSUER
means g0 to s
SUB-rovtine. GOSUB and
RETURN are two
statements that have
saved 8 lot of tvyping
in the psst becsvse
the same rovtine was
needed for many
different parts nof the
program, snd so hy
GOSUBing to this part
and then BETURNing
from it proved s arest
help.

Structured progrsmming
is what yov shovld be
aiming for, not
proarams that render
themselves impossikle
to follow throwgh, and
vse bad programming
techniques to obtain
the results quickly.
Bovtines help this and
if vyou hsven't yet
cavght on,routines
consist of the GOSUR
and RETURN commands,

Have fun. Favl
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Ii‘ yoU wani Lo splash oot lots of cach on things
you can get for almost nothing then that's op to
yor bot the rest of vs are more sensible and
read this colomn to find out the latest good
stoff to be had.

Tiny DTP is sharewsre
50 if you like it you
are svpposed to send
a few pennies to the

gsvthor for extra
instrvctions, Your
money's safe then

since this progrem is
definately not as good
8s some FD DTP
cnes around like
Powerpsge for one.

It needs 128k and
therefore the
vee of

on vour CF/M disc.
There are eleven
options from which to
choose such as write,
art, printovt, size
and font.

You can load text into
the program or type it
onto the screen,
However when losding
text in, I found thst
all of the commas were
missed ovt. The text
can be in g variety of
sizes, though, and it
can be justified,

Clip art can only ke
vsed on the condition
that vou save it as s

normal standard screen.
Copying blocks of the
screen is soooo slow
that it is reslly not
worth doing if vyou want
to enlarge it
You con draw |
£ill things szo 1"
flexibl in

there isn t sn und
fonction at all.

Print outs were not

t b e Design Yoor .orpjpngy good and 8
Bankman program OWh FPaper! it grgagi

looking
but they serve their
purpose. There's g
second print option thst
only vses one pin and is
of a very gond standsrd,

In comparison with other
DTP programs, Tiny FD

st doesn't rate, There
are Just too meny flsws

like the fact that
althovagh vov csn vse
five fonts ocn the
soreen, you csn't, as far
gs I covld sese, load in
any CHEE files gnd
Inading in clip sri{ as
{7k scresps is g hit
trovblesome. On the whole
Tiny PD is just thaf - in
other words smsll fime. 55X

This is 8 very hand:

'3
program. It's s
database which lets
you store information
abort your discs, Now
if you only have a
few discs this isn't
for you but if vou,
like I, have guite a
collection then being
sble to sccess s
databsse whlch f= iis

¥y0U where a 1k
rrogram thast vovu
really need is, is

very handy.

&nyway it siruvctures
like this? program
name, formst, side,
number, type and tag.

Editing the files you
create is wvery easy
and it ic also quite
fast which makes s
change from pleving
ghout with Tiny DTP
See left),

It's true that vyov can
use proper dstshsses
iike Rambase 3, for
instance, and thst
would do the job J
fine bpt I feel fh.»
you would be hette
zerved with th

-..-

is
datsbase for it is
very professionsily
rrt together anj will
tvrn vour dicsc
collection from s mess
fo very organised. 78%




Paee Publish

E£25 (9% discoont for (PC Undercover readers

’Thls is yet snother DIP packsge but this ome is a
i commercial one from that superb company, 5D
;ﬁxcrasygtens {one of the mly compmmies with s fast
i delivery record). The @izerd checks it out with a

i

Lwave of his wand,

First of all, foel I
must ou ! is
zome
percrlisritiss compared
rerhars to ‘Powerpage’
which you might be vsed

Ee careful when

L,
designing vour-works of
art on other packages,
hecanse it clips the
right snd botbtom edge by
two and fovw rows
repentively. You have
hieen warned!
On losding, yovu sare
prpcentﬁﬂ with a nice
sy of sgsy-to-read
luDﬁS. wlth 8 very
comprehensive set of

drop-down nenU ‘s, Blimeyi
x} ere jﬂ I ctart?'"ell
I'm going
iat, you're
1l nd‘JE to
a boy it
‘h‘a,I‘m nct on

for SDI).

f 5! AA was right,fof
conrse), it is slow in
various places, so choose
vyouUr cursor speeds
carefully. There is
everything that you may

ed to set:pvt 2 nice

P S LU RN i
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mictakes in your work!

It siso lacks sn
'AUTOWRAP' facility? Oh
no! Sorry! You mesn I
can't blend my text
arovnd the graphics?
Sorry! But ves! How sad?

id write to SD about
-z¢ missing articles,
got gquite a stroppy
er back, stating that
guldn't have
rfnlng on 128k7
't say 8 lot for OPC
Stydio, does it?

LI =
(R [=
SR s IS
0 o < [w(R ) 1] C!.-

"y
U

i

>
[
M

!

It is a shame thouvgh, that
it lacks these imporiant

factors. What do vovu
fhiny7 Perhaps you counld

et David kaow? #hat
abort 't eh?
Lespite these dravbacks,

t iz 2 nice progrem' Tov
uvst need to work st it
and switch off
in the
{? - Dave’

"J"

3

v
very hard,
if vyouw are
Powerpage mode’,

Just digressing slightly,
if we 9o back to the
clipping of the piccy
edaes for s moment,(What!
yor haven't read it?), if
vou take & snspshob of
the "““en with M'face,
you can load this into
vcm* art package and vou
can L, work within it's
soreen areal 0 K7 What!

got =
Wultiface? dell horry up

Yor haven't

then,
runout !

before thevy

There was one especially
nice point I liked, snd
that was the
‘Electronics Symbols' in
the ‘Patterns Menu', If
youn're s bhudding
electronics genivs ther
this iz for you! I myped
aomit as welil thovsgk,
that the Clip Art disk
that comss iF“E,\ghuUlﬁ
be £121) with the progrss
i BEAUTIFUL!! There
some cracking pioay';,
including & few DIGI
one's 53 welll!

=

s

At the risk of repeating
myself and boring the
pants of yovu......It
shovld have contsined
Pixel Maonification., It
is & psin to remove s
small portion of a line
ete; withowt it

Bout despite all of this,
Page Publisher is s
good program althovgh
it is not as good sas
Microdesignt or Stop
Press, Having said that
it's worth gettina.

now!

Cheers. for

The
fizard




iihen every other Amsirad publication dies of

£
leaving Jjost one newsstend one slive, yoo expect

the remaining ore to be the best, It was, boi not
now savs Richard Stevens, #hy? Resd on...

There were onoe foor
CPC publicaticons
adorning the sheives
of my newsageni Up
ithe rosd from me. But
there was only one
that was worth its
zalt and thst was
Amstrad Acticn - 3

;magazine which
D delivered brilliant
reviews snd festures
dyi Jif

af

oYy
¢ humour

Ve
may have outlasted
rest but it certainl
doeesn’t deliver &
gouds any more.

3

d
with g g
Amstrad articles, Bot
look at it now.
Fifty-two pages st
twice the price
althouvsgh to be fair,
it does have =z
covertspe. A good
thing? It is if the
software on ib is
yorth heving.
The May 1994 issue
carried two programs,

Uridiom and the A&
Toolbox, I remember when
the reason § hiking
th 2

£2

wEr

2 or
i

o sl =)
Ok e 3

T
FoRe

oW

.
5o nt
L omo he
- - o - 117
= ¥oou =il
Hes Rod Lawton shaved
off his beard? N In
fact the oniy 1g that
has come down is the
quality,
. . - - . .- - 1 34
Even so, you couida't
really favlt the writers
or the ented

depth, Compared to other

e
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they get more pagd
and have slight
better reviews the
o1 ing ic
fg It was
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Bearing

E £5.99 B Availsble from Sentinel Software

This game got a bit of & bad review from Amsirad

Action purely becagse you can boy the PD version

from which

it developed

(ie. Croco Magneto)

for only Xp or so. But ignoring that factor, does
Ball Bearing stand ovp on In its own richt? @ell....

Yor can't alwavs juodae
a book by its cover
says & well known
oliche hut hey, we're
not reviewing s hook,
sare we? No., But the
same principle cen be
applied nonetheless,

I slspped the disc in
the drive snd put 8 (D
in the hi~fi and then
loaded the game vp.
After s short while &
very nice loading
screen popped up with
a8 pretty good twme -
it made me turn the
sound of the hi-fi off
for & few minuvtes
anyway,

more waiting
to the

h
effect in the
hackarouvngd, Attention
to detsil up to now.

The actuval game looks
quite good with
eve-catching and well
drawvn bsckarounds and
very
gsng

frankly =

control the ball that I
realised the gsme covld
actually have a feyw
faults., The ball was
responsive and fast byt
it was the scrolling
which left a lot to be
desired and sfter
srovnd ten sttepts I
began to feel s hit sick
with sll the screen
Jerkiness,

Sound is uvp to 8 high
standerd and sets the
game off well, It isn't
the best music in the

world but it's certainly

better than most games
and it incresses the
initisl arsb factor.

zed iz the

as 1it's
gameplay which makes or
breaks a game, not
fancy features,and it
has to be said thst the
playability factor of

w00

VAR

28

8
(s

S
E\l’-ﬁ

GD € ED 0B com

Ball Bearing breaks
the game. It reslly is
that scrolling.
However there ars
quite a few nice
features which Croco
Magneto doesn't have
(I had to make a
comparision at some
stage) like hitting
colovred blocks for
extra points and
energy s8pping sress
but nevertheless thesse
featvres don't
entirely compenssate
for the sickening
Jerks.

It is good in its own
right thovgh., I{
vou're fed-up with
Croco Magneto but did
like it then I svggest
you play this to check
out the extras. For
non-fans, leave it and
for newcomers gei
Croco Magneto instesd.
Boing, being, oh no,

killed again.
794

Graphics: 80%
Sound ; 76%
Playability: 684

|mmmes : same |

T & N7

i




8a Kellet

Angela Cook goes travelling again te find some
gther willing persor to interview and slsoc Jjimx
as she seems to have done a few times, (Oh dear)

{(Probeably

gquestion.
2t is not

DECLEUSE YOUrS

Lisa EKellett is the
new art sditor on
Amstrad Action so I
decided thal being new
on the megszine was
aot gquite complete
without the Cook
experisnce...

Lisa is not married,
and she is at the
young age of twenty
{(she thinks thsi for
some ressch being
twenty-five is over
the hilll),

Previcus to AA, Liss
worked for = vyear on
Commodore Format and
Amigs Power. The
reszons far Lisa
changing msgezines are
simple. Working on two
magazines has two
deadliines and I
thouvght it was hard
encugh with bi-monthly
deadlines. &lsoc on CF
and AP Lisa was art
assistant. She felt
she had learned all
there was to learn in
her position. Liss was
ready for promotion
and 3 new post, Before

his Liss was st
oli

a
and %maqa FH*E L
job entasiled la
oot the pPs3
drinking coffee, zome
sizing op of photos,

o

drinking more coffes und
drinking more coff
amongst many othe
wondrovs things.

A lot of people said
that AA and CF
very similar spproaches.
Liss agreed with i
entirely. Lisas also said
thet she had va‘led in
very well, especially
seeing as now the whrlv
of the AA team vsed to
be on Commodore Format,
Iz there snvyihing

strange gnlng on here?

Before we lmow it the A4
team will 1notude Andy
Hytchinson asnd Gllis
Alderioni See below-Ed),

waz 4
about the sivle aof
pomspred to ehaib Andy
was doing, "Mot 3
Some of the headings I
may just vpdate a little,
But other than that, the
style smits the magazine
perfectly, I like Andy's
style, it is similar to
my own.”

e

Lisa's favourite colours
sre red and areen. She
iz 2 libhrarian - no
that's not guite right,
is it? Lisa's ign is
Libvra (That -~
David:. Liss is
not always ti i
know why §3 K
everyhady that stupid

tidy -
&ngele“ Dad). (Qoer. A
family ergument. -
Davids.

Lisa has a iove of
travelling. She has
been to Austrailis and
Italy, "And =211 the
other ordinary holiday
places,” she adds.

don't know what an
ordinary holiday place
iz, the only other
comniries I have been
fo aFE Scotland and

Well that shovl sums
it up for Liss, spart
f?gu the fact that che

ounds very nice and
ill be a agreat aid to
A CF and AF don't
know what they hsve

S e & Ul
rae

# Spookily, whenever
Angela interviews
somebody they nesarly
always seem to leave
the CPC scene, Last
month she interviewed
Andy Ovnsted and he

Lleft; Similarly with

Lisa, she has now

1eft and the gap is
filted by Ollie
‘Alderton who Angie
tipped as being 8
‘fotore art bod on this
page, Err.. Anagels, how

wovld you like to
interview Phil
Craven?? ‘Bavid-




RAvEntures

New Adventurers
Have you
adventuring since the
last isswpe? If so0, I
expect yov have got to
that stage of knowing
what you wani to do hut
the game won't let vyou
do it unless you put the
command into the right
words! For some, this
is the challenge of an
adventvre but personally
I find it very
frustrating! The more
you play adventures the
egsier vyou will find it
to  input words  the
computer can cope with
rather thar what vou
woUld say normaily.

Which Adventore?
You cen play whatever
takes vyour fancy but
some games are for the
more experienced plaver
and vou may end Up
qiving it sll uvp if vovu
start on too hard a
game. - The Island by Ken
Bond in  the Public
Domain is a3 good game
but if you sre a
beginner, give it a miss
for now as the pozzles
are rsther tortorous!
It's best to start on a
game that's not too big

been

so it doesn't  take
months hefore you get
the satisfaction of
completing  your  first

adventure!

REVIED Lishthouse Mystery by Barrie Raton

The plot is to find the
hidden treasure under
the lighthovse on Fang
Bock., This is a GACed
game with grsphics -
Just as well as the
locations are a bit
repetitive. You get
stuck often and killed
bot it's a fair trainer
for understending how to
input different commands
that mean the ssme thing!
The puzzles are logical
but vyouv need to LOOK
after examining anything
to see what yoo've foummd
- can be 8 bit of 8
bind!

Unfortunately you are
alone in this game. I
must say that I prefer
to have more going on
in 8 game with some
interaction of
characters bot it will
introduce you to the
way puzzles sre solved
if nothing else! Do
SAVE your position snd
remember t{o map your
way round,

Useful verbs: force,
fill, press, smash,
tie, move, remove,
read, climb, vnlock
aswell as the vsval
commands,

Availshle from The Adventure Borkshop

ON THE TRAIL

STARFLANS

Smash computer to get
chip (needed to get into
cell}

Logk onder desk in
Feneral's bedroom for a
vseful nomber

Use Yoor Loaf

Get & bhone from the
butcher to placate a dog
Yov need to dig wvp a
helmet to wear when
flying the hanglider

The Islend

Torn pictvre frame to
get brass key (if opens
the locked cabin}

Look vnder the clothes
in the mate's cshin

HEP TO BEGIN
SUPASTORE by M & L
Get card, reed card,
wear pPass, east,
souvth, get  hammer,
west, north, vp, saoth,
get key, north, west,
sonth, wnlock box file,
read paper (gives list
of Jjobs to he done
before you csn  go
home}

ALL YOU HAVE TO I¥
NOW IS WORK OUT HOW TO
IO THOSE JOBS - YO
ARE ON YOUR QN1

there to go:

Advenivre Probe

52 Burford RBd

LIVERPOOL LIS 6A%

Send £2 cheque paysble
to Adv Probe for fanzine

For Softesre:

Holj Software

728 Redipcle Lene
WETMOUTH Dorset
DT4 SRS

The Adventure Workshop
36 Grasmere R4
ROYTON Oldham
Lancs QL2 68R

Send SAE for s catalogue




ADVENTURE CONTRCTS

D Litraries

It is worth noting a few
‘libraries that have =
decent amovnt of
adventores in them, GD
PD has arownd 18 disc

sides of them costing
35p per side! You can't

gsrgue with thst if vor
want 2 cheap
introduction to
adventures., PD Fun slso

has about 17 disc sides
at 53p per side and MPD

have 14 disc sides at
5p 8 side. It's worth
sending a stampad

adressed envelope to any
of these to see w h s t
they have (thowgh I
think they all have more
or less the same)
Adventure PD

This uvsed to be ron by
Debby Howsrd <{who does
the Amstrad Action page)
but vhen she closed the
library in Sept 93 she
passed on the adventures
to Dartsms. The PFD is
now definitely available
and the order codes are
the same as originally.
They cost 5@p per disc
side and please note
that Suvpastore (see How
to Begin') is on AMS i,
There are srownd 22 disc

New Adventure Library

Moonshine FD ron by
Martin Greenhalgh is
attempting to have
previovsly vnreleased
software so shovld be 8
good source of new
adventores, Martin is
trying to gather
together homebrsew
adventures, so if
have written any
wornld be pleased
if you wovld get in

YOu
he

tovch with  him.
He hopes to be N
open for (’.@

7
business in & month =
or so angd reckons to be
charging %%p per {73k on
3%, 31/2" disc or taps.
Hopefully, 1 will be sble
to review some software
from Moonshine nexi
issue!

Adventore Probe

On to fanzines now and
this is a monthly AD
format adventuring
fanzine which covers all
the computer  formats
including the {6-hit
machines to a  small
extent, There is slways
something of interest to
the CPC adventurer and
personally, I find it
interesting to see what's

& .
~> wants magazine,

If vyou sre interested
in adventures 1ii does
make interesting
reading and keeps vyou
vp to date with new
releases etc, Also you
can subscribe to
Adventure Probe but it
will still cost youv £2 9
copY.

The Dragon Magazine
This is Debby Howard's
most  recent  wenture
(Feb 94 was issuve [}
snd is s bi-monthly
computer hardware,

/ software for sale and

There
is a lot within its
pages for the
sdventurer including &
solvtions/maps  service
and even 2 sclviion
printed. She has also
taken over the
adventure finding
service that Simon
Avery used to rvn (I
expect everyone has sai
least one of his gamesi)

If youre ftrying to

losate &  particular
adventore it's  worth
getting in touch with
her. The magszine

costs £1.50 sand again
you can subscribe,

The Dragon Magazine

sides to choose from so going on  with other 19 Overton Rd

you shovld be able to computers aswell! There Abbey Wood

get together a good sre reviews, hints and LONDON SE2 95D

selection Using PD solvtions in addition io Cheques shovld be made

SOUTCeS, g lively letters pege. poysble to D, Howard
PD Litrary addresses featuring Adventures

Gb PD FD Fon MPD Software Moonchine FD

43 Wondville 41 Mitchelgate 23 Kobes Ave 15A Eenvon Ave

BABNSTAPLE  EIREEY LONSDALE  BRIDGEMARY YREXHAM

North Devon Via Carnforth Gosport Clwyd

EX3! ZHl. Lancs LA6 ZBE Hants PO13 9HS LL11 25¢

Dartsma 49 Hesviiree Bd Plomstead LONDON SEIS 70X




padt @hat does

¥~ wati "=} t about the
“m‘;:;:;' ] =g Bhat aooutihe
| s j ‘ENCRYPTION '?
M@m@ Fiectronic pata Interchanae Gonifjhat s easw sonf TE°5 used in

The sustes of providing data Security, and émwes the

changing of data so that it's

ﬁ@@ relating {0 Tevoices, Onders ¢
other forms by exchanging tnpes not recoanised except being
using phcne %?ms on cénputens MGEWE\'J Wf horjsed persons,
g@@ ) % think T know g 4T know this as
=t |thiz Dad? Tg it wel| Dad?
Knoun a8 FAX. thinese ghoest
‘FALSINTLE 7 ‘FLIP=FLOR 2
YES t jeil donet Tt (8 the Het.. . Het . Het Ho gont 1t's
et gga document i conver-la basic electronic circuit which
tmg {he ding into signals ¢ jremaine in.one of {w0 possible

tmnsmtted via
by radio waves,

Okay?

@ires on

states until it receijves sionals
aebemgoaltm‘f&om OK?

EEASD MICROSYSTEMS M

PAYROLI. PROGRAM (PAYE for op to 26
employees) ..o £55.08

STOCE ACCOUNTING 6128............£40.00

GENERAL LEDGER 6128..(464 version
E2880).....ccivivivinnnnnnn.. . £38 58

SMALL TEADERS. PACE {464/ 664/
6128).......... Crranisarearaees £39 .90

PAGE PUBLISHER (6128 or
464/664).........

expanded
£25.90

2 in 1 {CPC-PC-CPC file
program by Moonstone).....

transfer
e £2 0,00

PICASSQ ®MNew Art Package).......£1580

EOME ACCOUNTS (Personal Finance).
.......... TN ST

GRAFH-MASTER (Gtat. Analysis)..£15.08

DISC-BASE (File Orgemiser. Works 37
or oor 3.5" s/vw......00ve.... £12.58

MAILING LIST Gpecislised Database)
LE12 .59

1223338833 8322 23222822223 TTE

EMIEFILE (General-purpose datsbase}
E12.58

PICTURE DISC (Clip Art).......£12.56
PICTURE DISC 2 (Clip Art).....£12.50

498K/5 HEC SOFTWARE FOR 3.5¢
DRIVES........connvvinansnne. £ 18,68

1¢ Maxell/Amsoft Branded CF2 3"

DPiscs..... . 5 Y1
16 DSHD 3.5" Discs (High Density
Brulkl).....ivhviiisiinenres s . £8 .58

19 DSDD 3.5" Discs (720k Bulk),£5.50

Disc Drive Cleaner Kits (3", 3.5°,
5.25%) Please state size. Contains
cleaning disk and flvid.......£E4.00

#le stock mouch more, vwrite for
a catalogoe with an SAE.

SD Microsystems Dept A), PO Box 24,,
Swaffham, Norfolic, PE37? 7UE :
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THE WORLDWIDE AMSTRAD
CPC USERS CLUB

WACCI: THE INSIDE INFO

The club offers it members not only the best CPC
sagazine for the serious user but...

¢ Public Domain Software Library
¢ fosegrona Software Library

* ook Library

# Tape Softmare Library

t Telephone Helplines

+ And such auch nore...

If you orn an Amstrad CPC and are serious about
your cosputfng, thea MACCI is the Club for you.
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The UK's premier CPC Clud - "it’s a kind of magic”
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