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T ‘ {ess power also,. | Garbooe in-Garbaoe outf’. OKay?
SBH %HiThis l3 M‘nt 3 KNow th;s one

pDadt It's a car

hire company?
BY TEE : MERTE s
het...bet Yes 30“' But in this Hat o Sont Tt‘s

WIZARD cnkggég 2 8 sionals guch‘ust-‘ ggm&oni ¢t4mt of rniquen?g The
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> IpaTa transfer between cosputera, ae;m;ch Ruddiph Hertz { 1857-9% ).
1 19% OFF : Add £1
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PAYROLL PROGRAM (PAYE for up to 25
employees) ..oiiiiiinenn I LN

GENERAL LEDGER 6128..(464 version
E2088)..0.ciiiiiiiinvininnnn . £30 80

SMALL TRADERS PACE (464/ 664/

2 in 1 (CPC-PC-CPC file tramnsfer
program by Moomstone).......... £25.08

PICASSD (New Art Packege).......E1508
HOME ACCOIUNTS (Personal Finance?.

GRAPH-MASTER (Stat. Analysis)..£15 88

DISC-BASE (File Orgsmiser. Works 3"
or oor 3.5" s/W.ciiiiinenenan . £12.99

MAILING LIST (Specialised Database)

RWIRFILE (Genersl-purpose datebase)

frireaans B ..£12.58
PICTURE DISC (Clip Art)........£12.50
PICTURE DISC 2 (Clip Art)......£12.50

400K/S HC SOFTWARE FOR 3.5*

3 - 2 - £17 .50
1% DSHD 3.5" Discs (High Density
Bulk)......... . 2 . 18 1"

1 DSDD 3.5" Discs (720k Bolk).£5.50

Disc Drive Cleaner Kits (3", 3.5%,
5.25") Please state size. Contains
cleaning disk snd flvid...... £4 .00

We stock much more, write for
a catalogoe vith an SAE.

SD Microsystems (Qept A), PO Box 24,
Swaffham, Norfolk, PE37 7UE
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In September 1993,

new magazine was barn
cetering solely for
the Amstrad CPC. In
Avgust 1994, just a
month before its first
birthday, it closed.

That magazine, desr
readers, was called
CPC Undercover. Ves,
this one. If vyovu
haven't yet cavght on,
CPC Undercover will
cesse to exist sfter
this issue becavse I
Just can't find enovgh
time in the dasvy to
work on it,

It has been 8 rather
eventful veasr to ssy

Eqlterie

the least. We bhegan by
breaking the news that
Megablssters was
gppesaring, We're still
vaiting., We have
followed the Con-man
Craven capers bringing
good nevws on thet in
our last issve. I've
ancswered loads of
letters which have
hopefully set people on
their way again and
together with Anaqels
Cook, mansged to get
rid of a few innocent
onsuspecting people as
well,

But all good things must
come to an end (I hope
you do regard CPCU a5 8

The Editor
with genersl

chst
thanks,

and

good thing), It has
been fun, there's no
denving that but there
isn't enovgh hours in
the day to continve,

S50 thenkvyou to
everybody who has
read snd written for
CPC Undercover for the
past twelve months -
we world have closed
months ago if it wasn't
for vyou.

CFC Undercover didn't
quite reach its first
birthday but it lasted
as long as CPC Attack
50 you could say we
are part of the CPC's
very long history,

Sleepwalker D

9 Meeting House Lane

Balsall Common

Nr. Coventry
Cv7 TFX

Top Quality Public Domain Sof tware For
The Amazing Price Of 20D Per Disc Side

That's right, 29 gets vou a vhole disc bulging with the best PD arommd.
Sleepvalker PD have got an impressive cataslogue catering far every CPC
user. From games to wtilities to clip art to demos, Sleepwalker PD have

got it all.

What's more, an exstensive range of exclosive PD software is avsilable
together with the best of the International software around making
Sleepwalker PD, a truly inmovative library.

firite to sbove address enclosing & SAE in order to obtain a copy of the
catalogove which includes details of how to order. And watch this space far
futher developments. You know it mokes sense.




Bits end Pleces

in Fife,

opened
Scotland dealing with

the selling of
second-user software
and hardwsre for all
computers including
the CPC,

Eddie Driver, the
owner of Soft Options,
has told CPCU that he
has a good svpply of
Amstrad CPC tape and
disc software.

"We believe that our
prices sre probsbly
the cheapest of any
commercisl outlet in
the UEK." he said,

To contact Soft
Options send an SAE to
139 Commercial Street,
Elrkcsldy, Fife, K¥i
2NS8. Scotlsnd or
telephone 9592 642428,

Computer Cavern sre
billed as having the
largest stock of
CPC software in the
mniverse.

The Marlow firm stock
a vast arrsy of games
ranging from 99p to
£13.99 on taspe, disc
and even cartridge,
They alsoc supply
business and otility
software together with
educstions]l programs

Domein PD Graeme
Chesser‘s PD library
which was once part of
the Scull Empire, has
again changed hands.

Barrie Snell, Arthor
Cook and our very own
Angela Cook will be
ronning the library very
soon. Kead Amstrsd
Action for the latest
developments,

James Hockney s CPC
fanzine, CPC Now! hss
bitten the dost for
reasons vnknown to us
here at CPCU.

Although it appears that
svbscribers have not
been reimbursed, James
is thinking sbovut
starting snother fanzine
quite soon,

"and 8 small selectxon of

peripherals,

To obtain & copy of the
latest catslogue then
send a8 stamped
addressed envelope to
Capri Msrketing Limited,
Comprter Cavern, 9 Dean
Street, Marlov, Bucks.
SL7 3AA, You can
telephone them to check
the availability of
certain software on 9628
851181,

Q—Q:w%
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Phil Craven, the
notoriovs confidence
trickster who stole
hundreds of pounds
from wnsuspecting CPC
owners has finslly
packed his bags and
gone.

It is s victory for
all those people who
have dealt with Craven
and not received
anything in retuvrn for
their money.

Craven first had
problems with his
previous company,
Microstyle, which
rromtly went bankrupt.
A new company called
Avstar was formed run
by the wife of
Craven's close friend.
Craven then took over
the running of Avatar
himself. Once aasin
trouvble begsn,

The bsd news is that
snybody who has not
received their goods
are not likely to and
they will almost
certainly not see any
of their money
returned either,

Thankyov for resding
CPCU which as yovu
know, has come to the
end of its run.




Foremsan hss
yritten to vus
requesting your help.
Be is starting =
bulletin board

Chris

exclusively for
Amstrad CPC owners
and world like some
help in the shape of
technical things and
idess 8s to its
strocture,

Be would apprecisté it
if you write to him
about:

Software on ROM sand
disc

To allow sdverts or
not

How mvch to charge
How to use his 5128 at
the heart of the BB
Svggested topics and
deptartments to have
on the BB

Modem software and
speeds

Shovld PD programs be
incloded?

He also wants to
discover whether or
not there is any
demand for a bulietin
board for the CPC. So
if you can help Chris
in any way then get in

tovch - I'm sure he'll

be pleased with any
responce he gets,

Write to:

Chris Foreman
56 Chsvcer Close
Gateshead
Tyne and Wear
NES NG

Or telephone:
2591 4471714

PAr@doS

B Campersoft

M Price: £15.50

Finally people can actwally get hold of this ROM
but the big gquestion is: Is it amy good? Peter

Corgenven finds out,

Todey I received my
copy of Parsdos from
Campersoft. I have been
after this ROM for some
time and I sm not
dizappointed. It is going
to be a major help with
file and disc
management,

On loading up the
Parsdos ROM in plug
seven you wont get @
menyv. When yov call
DRIVE vp pops the menn
and to select the
options you toggle
the COMTROL and SHIFT
keys and press the
required key to get into
the menv.

Once the CTRL snd SHIFT
key selection is
mastered you have loads
of things to play with.
Besides stendard disc
management operations,
what hes Parados to
cffer? Well it
recognises several
formats, fifteen in fact
and it can trasncfer
filez from one format to
another. For instance if
like me, you use ROMDGS
snd vse more than cne
vser area, Parados puts
all files from sll vser
sreas up for selection
and yov cen copy say
from the B drive vser
1.2,3.4 files to the A

drive,

Farsdos can also be
configured to vour
own needs . After five
minvtes anyone showld
get the hang of it, Is
it worth the money?
Yes, to put it hlimtly.
You don't need ROMDOS
or any other formater
nor 8 disc msenagement
system.

Farados has too many
cperations to
mention so if you
have s Rombox I
thorovghly

recommend that yovu

add it to vowur
vtilities,

The only thing that is
wrong with Parados is
that it comes without
an instrvction manusl
becavse Campersoft
were not given sny but
as I've sgid it is
very essy to use,
Guantum were daft not
to sell this grest
piece of software to
their customers,

Campursoft offer
discovnts to WACCI,
0ATG

8§ n &
some
other
arouvps,
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Speaking

In a smaller version than ospal, Poblicly Spesking
takes its last look at what's arouvmd the PD
circoit with David Crookes.

Benner Menie:

FPeople who enjoy & hell of s
wasting lots and lots . tractor feed paper. Then
of paper are going to  snd only then can vyoo
love this proaram to stert meking vp e few
hits becavze wasting  Lanners,
paper is the name of
the game, The prograsm has
facilities to print text
in massive letters (up
weste 8 o eight different
sizes in fact) and
you can do this in
any one of the

Ac the title
sTtgests
Banner Manis A Few i
is 8 program Irees Ry
which you cen ?,xh”
vse to creste nice M hundreds (slight
long banners wit exagerstion) of fonts
anvthing vou desire provided.

scribbled on them, 5o
as you've probably
guessed yoU 8re golng
to need s printer and

Obviously the proaram
prints out the banners
vertically in order to

iot of

get the banner effect
and the smovnt of
words thst are printed
on each sheet depends
on the size of the
font that you'wve
chosen, ggsain
obviously,

One big plus in my
book is the ability to
view your banner
before you actually
get sarcund to
vrrooting 8 covple of
rainforests, lihen
everything is sorted
ovt, you can then
print it and ovt it
comes looking quite
nice, In other words,
the ovtiput is good <o
all in ail Banner Mania
iz 8 good bit of
software to have. AKX

@@M@[F@]BS@ ©

In Associstion With Sleepwalker PDS

Campursaft's brzuxant
DES program is on the
disc in its cvt-down
PD version form.

ccmmands :Uch as
EUN'DISC, you just click
on the icons.

It is very eacsy to use
so instroctions are not
really necessary. Just
play sbout with it s bit
and then, if you like it,
buy the full version.

If you don't already
know what it is, it's o
WIMP environment which
basically means that
instead of typing in

A nice little game
from 1986, TUT's
pyramid will keep yovu
gmused for s while as
you control Mohsmid on
his flying carpet.

The instruvctions for
this are presented on
the title page,

37 Triminghsm Drive,
WL L Brandlesholme, Bury,
a3ty Lancashire. BL8 1JW®

llIf it's -_-mt. it's in]]

Editor: David Crockes
Contriboters: Jo Wocd, Peter
Curgenven,
Melvyn Phillips, Angela Cock
Design:David Crookes & Jo Wood

Pavl Fairman,




Cheap Thr

For the very last time, CPC Undercover presents a
rouvnd-up of some of the games on the PD
circoit. Jo Wood and David Crookes take a look,

,Wmfnn
A

-
-pr\
Wi

5 o

STAR DODGER is =
simple PD gsme written
in basic by ¢ French
wvith no fancy graphics
bt it is 20 addictive,
My davghter has been
kept smused for

climb {(Z speeds are
available), If vou get to
the ninth screen then
the stars start flashing
Just to mske life s
little more difficwit, It
is the random nature of
the starc that cavse

the difficulty thowgh

ages competing with there are more of
her friends as to who them with each screen
can get the furthest yov passs. If they

appear clvostered
aroond your Enl* point
then vyouw've got
rroblems! This game goes
to show how simple idesas
can work very well and
be fyn! Jo @ood

in the gamei All yovu
have to do is gride s
line across a screen
vith randomly placed
stars in it to an exit
point. Yovu Jjust use

SPACE to mske the line

Snj[_ﬁu

standards. Yov play the
role of little Karl who
aces sbout on a8 walk
through forty screens.
And why? Te pick vup
some keys, You'd think
this is a harmiess bit
of fun, but no, There
are some baddies oul fo
get Karl like some Rubic
cubes and spece invader
type thingies, Nothing

! HU T & -n-
Ker's Treesurse

Rarl's Trasure Hunt
sounds a bit like an
Enid Blvyton Secret
Seven story. You know,
where seven kids go
on adventures, foiling
criminsls in hetween
the drinking of
gallons.of ginger
beer. Covld never
stand Enid EBlyton
books, meself - just

covldn't see the like a spot of reslity,
attraction. 1s there?
Hooah, getting It's very hard to time

some of the moves
becsuse Karl is too fsst

sidetraked for a
second there. Karl's

Travre Hunt is 8 and the crumhbly
pretty standard . platforms don't help. All
platform game by in s8ll s good game. Dave

TROLL is 8 maze game
from France which has
very good graphics so
it's nice to look at.
It is g little slow to
repoud, though, vhich
may he dve to heing

Yritten mostly in
basic., The ides is to
collect all the hlue
bottles on the screen
and 8 key will then
sppear faor you to
pick up so you can
leave the screen
through the door. Two
monsters move
randomly round the
screen to try and
stop vyou - unilike
Pacmsn they don'‘t
home in' on you but I
found one of them has
a tendancy to get
‘stuck' in part of the
screen so if vyovu
haven't slready been
there it stops vou
completing the screen!
It's 8 joystick only
game and the Jjoystick
isn't alwavys
responsive which
irritated me in whsat
would otherwise be »
good game, Can't argue
with it being PD
thovgk! It's availgble
from Sleepwalker PD
(Gamez 28). Jo Wood

| All of the games on

| this page csn be
obtained from yoor
usual PD library.

T ———
e R




UaUS Conference Repert

The United Amstrad User Group held s "big" event
for all of its members, but was it any good?
Angela Cook gives you the amswer.

Did any of you hesr
about, let alone even
go to, the UAUG
conference in Surrey?
I bet most of yor
hadn't, and didn't. I
wouldn't worry, vyou
did not miss sll thst
much, dependant on
what vov are
interested in.

The ysval crev were
there: Tony Naler,
Frank Frost, Richard
Seargeant, John
Packham, Brvyan Watson
snd various other
people. Besides myself
going vp to the
conference, there was
my dad (King Arthurs
Domain) and Dave
Muageridae (Amstirsd
Contact). Also
sopposed to be
sqashed in our van on
the way there was Rob
Bockley {(Radical
Software) to show of
some of his goods, and
Simon Forrester
{Amstrad Action) to
just genersally say
hello., Richard
Fairhurst {(the Techy
bloke that AA can't do
withoout) did not
gppear to turn up and
neither did a coople
of other people eho
were supposed to be
coming. With them out
of the way it left
about twenty of us in
a room the size of &

kitchen with shout six
CPFC's of various models.

Most of the people were
quite friendly and there
vas a talk going on by
Brian Watson about the
£128 Plus. (Sorry to bortt
in here, Angels, bout
Brian has asked me 1o
plug his forthcoming
publication, B8-Bit Mart.
It's going to be 8 bit
like MicroMart except it
is only for 8-bit
computers, It will be
availsble in September
and there will be st
least six issves
(depending on demand,
you see) on 8 monthly
basis, The price will be
four first class stamps
and this inclvdes the
apticn of 8 =msll ad.
Display seds will cost a
maximom of £28 per page,
If you're interested
then give him 2 ring on
@353 777066 or if vyou
don't feel like & chat
then scribble don & few
legible words and post
them off to "Harrowden",
39 High Street,
Sutton-In-The-Icle, Ely,
Cambr idgeshire, CB6 ZRA,
Right there vyov go
Brian, a8 free plug.
Now it‘s back to the
article, Angela},

Apart from the distinct
lack of room, people,
refreshments and some
sort of order to the

place, it wss sctuslly
quite a pleasssnt day,
There was 8 pub
nearby so everybody
(with the exception of
a few people underage,
driving or had
bronchial pnemonis)
went down there tot
have 3 beer and a
spot of lunch.

People swapped tips,
showed how to vuse
packsges, bought items
and had a good lavgh,
a general gab and a
mosn about things,

It was worth the £1
entry fee and a drive
down. there, but if you
came from hmdreds of
miles away it was not
really worth the
effort. It could have
been better organised,
and John Packham (the
Editor) for one locked
s bit cheeced off at
the way things hsd
tvrned ovt. Angela

: i

85x%

Locate and retrieve s
secority item and

repsir the § genrstors

which power the
complex in this grest
strategy game .
Costing ornly . £4.99
tape/6.49 Disc. A,
Swinbovrne, 11!
Vicarage View, Worcs,
B37 4RF. Qverseas add
£l
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m Lﬂuﬁ!ues (amount of
adventores availshle)

GD PD

49 Woodville

BARNSTAPLE

MNorth Devon

EX31 ZHL

Arovnd 18 disc sides at
3%p per side. Send SAE

FD Fon

4! Mitchelgste

EIREEY LOWSDALE

Via Carnforth

Lancs LAE ZBE

Aroond 1?7 disc sidec st
5p per side. Send 3AE

MPD Scftware

23 Nobes Ave

BRIDGEMARY

Gosport

Hants PQOI3 BHS

&rovnd 14 disc sides at
5@p per side. Send SAE

Dartsma (Adv FD)

Adam Shade has now
closed his business so
unfortmately Adventure
PD still seems to be
vnobtainsble! Please

Moonchine PD

154 Kenyon Ave

WREXHAM

Clwyd

LLil 25P

Send SAE for informstion
pack if yovu are
interested in plavtesting
adventures or having

YOUR sdventoure
playtested (free
service’,

don't try contacting Adam.

Woll Software

72 Eadipole Lane
WETHMCOUTH

Dorset DT4 SRS

Send SAE for cstalogue

The Adventure Workshop
36 Grasmere R4
ROYTON Qldham
Lancs OL2 &SR
Send S4E for catalogue

Fanzines

Adventure Probe

52 Borford R4

LIVERPOCL

Li6 8AG

This is for the
enthusiast and covers
sdventvres on all the
compuier formats, Send
cheque {(pavable to
Adventore Probe) for £2.
Svbscriptions available.

The Dragon Magazine

¢ Overton R4

Abbey Uood

LONDON SE2 95D

A computer for sale/vant
adverticements fanzine
with lots of interest to
the sdventurer in its’
bi-monthly pages, Send
£1.58 {(cheques payable to
D . Howsrd)
Sobscriptions availsble

If you know of any good
sovrces of information
for adventurers and/or
adventore software
souvrces please let me
Inow!

Woll Software

There is a new trilogy
out by Jonathan Scotit
- the first bheing
Escape from Hodgkins'
Menor. Unfortunstely
they are PalWed games
so disc only. Review
next issve. Also for
fans of the Taxmsn
series by Steve Clay
don't forget the 3rd
part is out now called
The Final Demand.

Adventore Workshop

They now cater for
Spectrom adventurers
too so it is important
to specify which
compurter you wsnt the

sgftware for when
enquiring and
ordering. Lsatest

releaces here incluvde
'Twas 8 Time Of Dread
which carries on the
fantasy saga begun in
The Darkest Road and
continved in The
Unborn One, sll by
Clive Wilson.

Also the Avustralian
author, Dorothy
Millard has her Million
Dollar Jewel Heist on
the books. I Dare You
by Lovise Wenlock is s
good story - you are
dared by your friends
in the Birminagham
Adventure Players
Soclety to play a REAL
adventure in an old
kouse to show how
good yov are. {(Now
that's something I'3
like to doil)




Have yov discovered
vour taste in sdventures
yet? Well, I've pot
together a few reviews
1 of adventures with
variovs themes so
hopefully something may
appesal to vyou!
B M Save Yovur
REM U Sister by Fhil
Bamsey (disc/tape)
This is a simple
beginners' adventuore, It
only has 1l locations o
don't expect to be
ocerpied for too long!
There sre only 3 puzzles
to solve and there is no
interaction hetween
people, There are lots
of objects arovnd which
have no vse at all and
this does introduvce you
to Phil Ramsey's love of
doing this! This
adventure is fine if you
vant a very easy
introdvuction but
otherwise try one of his
other adventures - The
Weirdstone is for the
mare practised player!
Personally, I find it
very irritating to have
lotse of objects around
AND a weight/number
limit as vyov have to
decide what might be the
vseful item to take snd
vhat are the red
herringsi! If you like
this ides, yov will like
Phil Ramsey's games.

Availeble from The |

Adventure $orkshop or
Dartama (Advl)

While returning to
Britain from the Far
East, yov take passage
¢n & treamp steamer
across the Pscific.
There is an explosion
and voru lose
consciovsness snd on
coming to, you find the
ship sinking and the
crew dissppesring over
the horizon in the
lifevoats., Your first
Job is to find a way off
the boat which ic NOT
easy! (A clve to the
intricacy of puvzzles is
that vou need & dinghy
hot you also have to
find a means of inflating
it and powering it!) If
yov finally menage to
get off the boat before
it sinks, you shouvld find
your wsy to sn Island,
EXAMINE everything and
do make vse of the LOOK
UNDEE commsnd. Mapping
is essential in this gsme
or you'll get lost very
quickly! On the ship,
the 'Main Deck' is your
reference point and on

the Island, the ‘Clump of

REVIED me 1sland by Een Bond Oisc only)

Bushes at the
Croseroads’ serves the
same purpose, Add to
the scenario asn old
German U-boat and &
pyramid including s
small maze disguised as
a desert, and vou have
one tricky adventure
snd loads of locations
to explore. It is s
PAed game so runs
vader C/PM and supports
RAMSAVE. You need to
be precise with your
commands and there is a
limit to the amount yovu
can carry so beware,
There is g Readme.Txt
file with the game which
gives clues as to how
to input commends and
lists some of the verbs
available - very
helpful! All in all this
15 8 brilliant adventure
bot DON'T PLAY THIS
GAME IF YOU ARE A
BEGINNER!

Available from PD
Libraries or The
Adventure Norkshop

ON THE TRAIL
Drvid's Moon

Yor need to LAY on the
altar

First Past the Post

To get past the dog, vou
need the PLATE from the
sink in the kitchen,
THROUW the plate and the
dog will run sfter it so
then you csn go EAST.

Atslan

Make uvse of the SPADE
often

vse DAGGER to open
SHELL and gut FISH to
find jewels

Find FLUTE and PLAY to
get rid of SNARE

Get AXE from mine so
¥ou can CUT EAMBOO to
MAKE a RAFT to cross
river from East bank.




REVIED

First Past the Post

by Gareth Pitchford
(Tape/Disc)

Yesterday, Ernie Spludge
had an argument with his
fiance Rosie Cheeques
and they called each
other rude names. They
broke off their
engaaement and Ernie
went home in a huff,
wrote Rosie a nasty
letter and posted it.
Now Bosie and Ernie made
things vp later when
Rosie phoned but if she
reads the letter the
vedding will be off
again! Ernie must stop
the letter from reaching
Rosie. The game starts
st {Gam and yov have to
complete the game by the
evening otherwvice itwill
be too late! This
adventure has a good
atmosphere to it and
some good tovuches that
are nothing to do with
the plot. I have the
PAlled version of the
game bot it is available
on GAC for tape vusers
s0 everyone can play it,
It can be a sneaky
adventure in that yovu
have to EXAMINE things
more than once to find
everything and yov are
limited to carrying 6
items. This number can
be increased though
{Clue: find the golfbag),
Make wse of the SEARCH
command as this bears
the most froit snd vovu
will find that all the
obhjects your find will
have an eventual uvse
somewhere in the game.
Available from The
Adventore Workshop

REVIED

Atalan by Mandy
Rodrigues (Tape/Disc)
The plot of this
adventure is simple -
namely you are
shipwrecked on a Jdesert
island and yov have to
find all the treasures
you can before you can
be picked up by a rescve
boat. This is a text
only GACed game and if
vou type YOCAB you get
given an impressive list
of verbs that the geme
will accept. It's slso a
useful pointer to things
you will need to do to
progress in the game.
Yor are pretty much muvch
on your own through this
game thouvgh you do meet
g dwarf snd have chance
meetings with 2 'Gods'
There i< no limit to whet
you can carry so it's
advisable to pick up
everything in case it
comes in! The scene
descriptions respond
well to any changes yovu
make so it keeps up with
the gameplay, Sometimes
przzles are easier than
you think (eg I was
trying all wavs to get
on the raft I made to
cross the river but kept
getting killed - it
tvrned out that having
made the raft I only had
to type in the direction
I wanted to go!} The
pvzzles are logical when
yov've worked them ovut
but you need to cover
every single bit of the
island to find all the
treasure - lock out for
secret entrances too!
Available from WoW
Software

L

HOW T@® BEGIN
Dead End
INVENTORY, EXAMINE
photograph, EXAMINE
back of photoaraph to
get an address. Go OUT
to car and go to 237
BLUEHILLS. EXAMINE
plaque, PRESS BUTTON
and answer PHILIP
MARLOWE to be tsken to
living room. SIT on
sofa then SHOW
rhotograph to MARCIA,
ABK Marcis about
ALVERSon, ASK Marcis
about MILES, ASK Marcis
about Miles DEATH. ASK
Marcia akouvt DEAL,
STAND, WEST (into
study) . EXAMINE SAFE,
EXAMINE DESE, EXAMINE
FOLDERS, EXAMINE PAD,
TURN page of Pa&D,
EXAHMINE PAD sgain to
tee what else you can
2. find ou*

A ‘Now you're
{ On YOUr own
;_,_ can

¥ou
- find ovut
‘crime was

committed, who did it
and why?

If YOU have played an
adventore yov think
others wovuld like to
know about or if yoo
have any tips you'd like
to pass on to fellow
adventorers then please
write to me at:

38 Stonehill Drive
Rooley Moor
ROCHDALE Lancs
OL12 70N




FOBMATER - = brillisnt little utility avsilsble from Hex Heroes PD Library if
you don't fancy typing it in, You can format a disc in either drive to the
1BM/Vendar/PCill/Data formais and it is FAST. When vov've selected vour
options it asks for confirmstion, so you shouldn't end vp formstting the
wrong disc! It only takes uvp 2K so yov can put it on any handy disc!

¢ MEMORY &3FFF:POKE &4007 ,321POKE 34001 $PORE &4002 850 POKE 84003 41t

8¢ POKE 4095 ,40F POKE 44067 410 FPOKE 84008 ,840.POKE 84009 ,432

3¢ POEE &4274 813:POKE 8494B,413:POKE &490C ,840:POKE &400F ,&C9 -

1% POEE 44010 ,842.POKE &4811,4CH.POKE 84312,7

13 CALL &BC@ZMODE 2:BORDER @:INK & &:PAPER $PEN 1L:INK 1,18

128 F§(H="PCU"F$Z)="IBM"F$(3="VENDOR " F$(4 )="TATA"

{38 DEF FN xdpb(z)=PEEK((PEEK (8BE4@ }+PEEK (ABE41)+#256 )+z+16+18)
+PEEK ((PEEK (4BE49 +PEEE (3BE41 3256 Y+2#16+11 )#256

143 DATA 9,16,2,73.84,95.260,3,78,174,6,638,1526,168,12,1,8,42,
82,229,24,2.5,255

159 DATA 8,1,2,34,5,6,7,8326,3,78,1555,636,192,8,162,16.1,6,42,82,
229240808

168 DATA 9,65,70,66,71,67,72,68,73,69,36 8,3,78,170 0,63,6,192,8,16.2,2.8,
85,942,82,2292408 90

178 DATA 9,193,198,194,195 195,200,196 ,201,197,36 £,3,7 9,179 4 63 8,192,
01690 09,133,942,82,22324089

193 CLRPRINT"MEGAMATTER - HEX HERQES PUBLIC DOMAIN LIBRARY"

19§ X=FN XDFB@)PORE X+24 8:X=FN XDPB{1)POKE X+24 8

24 PRINTPRINT'WHICH DRIVE (A/B) ¥,

cld is=""while 1§=""i$=UPPER$(INZETS VUEND

220 d=ASC(i$)-65:IF 4{3(d AND 1) THEN 21§ ELSE PRINT i$

23 PRINT'WEICH FORMAT ((B/I/AV/D)  ("F$UL)"/"F$2I"/ "F8I I/ "FS(4))"

242 1$z""WHILE i$="":1$=UFPER$(INREY$ }4END

253 f=IMETR("PIVD" ,i$»:IF f=0 THEN 248

253 LOCATE 1,&FRINT CHR$(23);"FORMAT DISC IN DRIVE ';CHR$(65+d7;
"IN SFS@F)Y FORMAT®

270 FRINT"IS THIS CORRECT (Y N)"

280 i$="“WHILE i$="":i$=UPPER$(INKETS$ )HEND

299 IF i$O™T" AND i$0"N" THEN 280

39¢ IF i$='N" THEN 188

21@ PRINT CHR$(11)CHRS$(20 1

320 FOR x=l to ¢

33% READ =:FOR w=1 TO sBEAD vis(w)=yNEXT

34¢ azFN xdpbid)FOR y=a TO a+24READ z:PCKE v,zREXT v,%

355 FOR c=o TO s-1POEE &58%1+c#d §POEE 45002+034,5(c+]):POKE A5003+c+4,2

360 NEXT C

378 FOR t=@ TO 33.FRINT"TRACE “:t:CHR$¢13):

387 FOR c=f TC < POKE &5000+c#d L NEXT

3% POEE 44994 [:FOEE &4005,T

430 CALL 348¢¢0:IF PEEE{84013) THEN PRINT'FORMAT ERROR"END

419 NEXT tRESTORE:G0TS 189

N8 Ghere a line is split into two just carry om typing with no spaces

&
g
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80 Mierosytoms Semse & MeJor InJustiee

Dear David,

Thanks for sending
the latest issve of
CPC Undercover which
is an interesting
resd.

However I can't let
the review of Page
Publisher pass without
saying something,

We don't mind people
reviewing our software
but if the writer is
going to make strong
comments he (or she)
really should have the
courage to vse his {or
her) own name and not
hide behind s silly
psuedonym such sas
"The Wizsrd", As for
the review itself I
felt it dwelt too much
on negative points but
this does not surprise
me as I recall the
letter referred to in
the text. If we
receive
letters from people
then they are likely
toc get "stroppy"
letters back.This goy
had little good to say
gsbovt the program and
Just a long list of
lsrgely unjustified
mosans, He just goes
shout things the wrong
vay and if you put
people's backs up then
you wont find them

"stroppy"

very helpful. I took the
trovble to write a8 long
reply explsining the
rphilosophy behind Page
Poblicsher but he
obviovusly did not take
much of this on board,
So for anyone else's
benefit, I'll try sgain,
128k memory IS NOT very
moch by todays
standards, especislly
when the second 64k of
BAM ic uvsed to store the
current page. Ask s
proarammer of any other
modern micro to write a
DTP package in 128k and
he'll think you are
rovnd the twist!

lie don't deny that Page
Pubiisher lacks certsin
featvres such as s ZOOM
facility but it was not
possible to include
everything in i28k. The
avthor wsnted to
produce s program that,
vnlike Stop Press,
loaded in one go withonot
the need to keep
accessing disc for this
or that option which is
very frustrating
especially with a single
drive snd disc swapping.
Page Publicher certsinly
handles text much better
than other DTPs with
Justification, wordwrap,
colimns and moch more.
It virtually has a built
in word processor. The
graphics rovtines are

very good, too, and
the whole program has
g slick professional
feel about it which
might be why we have
sold over a thouvsand
copies altogether. A
prodvct does not
achieve that onless it
is very good indeed,.
Many people have told
vs it is the best DTP
for the CPC and
othere have even
compared the output
with Amigas and PCs!i
Yet we are not saying
it's perfect. Nothing
ever is in life but
some pecple have to
learn this.

Yorrs sincerely,
Steve Denson.
SD Microsystems
PO Box 24
Swaffham
Norfolk

United Kingdom

The Office Disec
Hvaely popular set of
seriovs programs,
The Entertsinment Disc
Lots of brilliant FD
games. (Spots, Puzzimix)
Entertainment Disc 2
Lots more great PD
qames, (Jumpmania etc)

Each disc costs
E£1+DISC+SAE. Cheques
to David Crookes.
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Bet It
pff Your
Chestil

]

Amstrad RAetlon

This might surprice s
few people coming from
the current editor of
the msgszine, but I
agree, AA is not as
good as it was (ses
last issve - David),
But I cincerely believe
that it is pretty much
g5 good as it cowld be
at the moment.

It doesn't hsve sas
many pages, that is
true. The covertapes
aren't s good as they
vere, that it true.
The problem is though,
that it wovld be
extremely difficult
with the CFC scene in
its current climate
for AA to have any
more pagez or better
covertapes,

4 lot of people blame
AA's fslling
circulstion cn its lack
of pages. Wrona. The
exact opposite is the
case. The page count
has decreased becsuse
there are fewer
people buyving the
magazine. Why's thst?
Don't kid yourselves.
Ever since the high
street stores stopped
selling cazcette gomes
interest in the CPC
has plummeted, and so
have our sales.

Fewer readers mesn

Deant To Sert A Few Thines Out

less income for A&, It's
not ss simple as "svery
copy mskes g fixed
percentage of profit.”
The more we <sell, the
more money we get to
play srovnd with.
Unfortunstely the
opposite is also the
case.

So, we have less money
to spend on pages,
cassettes and staff, Did
you know that I sm the
only permsnent member
of editorial staff on A
{and Commodore Formst,
come tothat)? That's the
kind of cut-back which I
have to work vnder.
That's why mistakes
happen. That's why I
can't reply to all
letters personsliiy,
Bssically, I'm working my
brtt3tks off on two
magazines with no back
up. There are fanzines
with & bigger staff than
I've got.

Advertising? Sure ACU
Jdidn't have much trovble
finding advertising...
then. I wonder how it
would cope now? Shovuld
we lower the price of
the adverts? lell, we
covuld, but once the
price of the page of
ads is less than it
costs to sctuslly print
the page, what's the
point. And we're near to

that level now.

Tabloidy? Well, yovu
try covering the range
of things we have to
cover in the space we
have. If we try to
concentrate too much
on one sres fo give it
in-depth coverage,
then we slienate s
hvge proportion of
our readership who
gren't interested. For
g more detailed
analysis of this
problem see the 'zines
editor's page in AAIG?.

The fact is the
magazine's in 8
downward spiral. Less
reasders means a
reduced service: a
reduced service puts
off more readers, It's
a shame but that's the
way it is., AA will
close one dsy soon,
there is no dovubt
about that., But it
won't be Future
Publishing's fault,
Future has shown more
commitment to the
magazine, has tried
more ways of Keeping
it 3oing, than any
gther publishing
company would even
dream shout (remember
CPC Attack?),

But uvntil that day
comes, we will




continve to provide
the best magazine we
can, vader the
circomstances, And I
think that it does
have a lot to offer:
ve were first with s
DES review {which has
been vniversally
acclesimed); ovwr
festure on the state
of the public domain
was the first in-depth
look st this ares of
the CPC scene; the
techy columns sre the
only ones ever in any
CPC publications which
don't immediately
assume everyone knows
their machine inside
ovt already; the list
goes om. Bot the time
vill come when the CPC
veerbase vill become
so small and with so
many splinter arouops
with their own special
interests that g
commercial magazine
will not he able to
meet their needs.

We are not trying to
rip anybody off, snd
vwe are not s lazy,
vncaring buvnch, We do
care shovt the mag,
but we csn't perform
miracles. And if it
means anvthing to sny
of you lot out there
vho keep going on
gbout how much better
the mag was when Eod
Lawton was on it, he
told me just recently
that he's really glad
he doesn't have to
edit the magazine nov,
and he doesn't envy me
my Job at sll,

Dave Golder

Amstrad Action

First of ell I would like
to make it perfectly
clear to everybody
reading this that I did
not agree with what
Richard Stevens wrote in
the issve five of CPC
Undercover about AA
being rubbish,

I onderstand that
Amstrad Action do not
voluntarily choose the
amount of pages that
they vill have and that
it is forced upon them
by the circolation
figores and advertising
revenve, If there has to
be a choice between no
Amstrad Action and one
vwith thirty six pages
then I vould choose the
latter every time
becaose it is not as if
Amstrad Action is a
boring read. I quite
enjoy it and besides,
the covertape is worth s
few quid as well so it's
a nice all rouvnd

package.

And anyway it is not as
if people are farced to
read it, is it? If yoo
really detest something
that badly them why buy
it? It seems daft. So I
make a plea for people
to stop knocking AA and
start sopporting it
before it closes down
forever.

Bot again I wsnt to
stress that Richard's
view vere his own and
not mine. Having said
that everyone is
entitled to their own
viev which is vhy I am
glad to hove given both
sides of the story. David

Now that CPC
s

some of vyoU may be
wondering what fanzine
¥ou should move onto
next, fiell juvst for
those people, here'e g
run down of the hest
fanzinee to date that
I have clapped eves
on.

BACCI: This is the
best magazine for
seriouvs wvsers, It has
thirty-two pages and
lots of extra
benefits. FIEEE

CPC User: A brilliant
magazine, again with
loads of bhenefits and
vith a g9ocod set of
writers. $3333

Amstrad Contact: Nice
mag which has a broad
content from games to
seriovs, FE3E

Artificial Intelligence:
Rumourz have it that
its coming back. If
so, then great is all
I can say, #3%#%

Watch ovt though for
my Further Reading
colomn in AA where I'l]
be telling you the
best and worst of the
fasnzine world esch
and every month to
help you to svoid the
turkeys end support
the best. Place an
order with your
nevsagent for Amstrad
Action right away. Well
9o on then, Horry op!

Smoke me s kipper, I'll
be back for breskfast,




BEck To BeSsies

Sound and Graphics are the sovbject for the fimal
installment of Paul Farimam's programming totorial.

Hankies out.

Msking music on the
CPC has slways been s
grey ares for s lot
of nev programmers so
lets begin with the
simplest of sounds.
Type PRINT CHR$(7)
and the computer will
produce & simple beep,
the ssme beep thsat
ocours when pressing
CLR, DEL or the
cursor keys when the
cursor csnnot move,
Thst is not the entire
sound capabilities of
the Amstrad, althovgh
this section doesn't
go into huge detail of
souvnd. The command
that actually produvces
a sound is the SQURD
commsnd snd snybody
vho can guess why
ought to aspply to
Menza, the high I&
grouvp. The parsameters
that follow are:

SOUND channel, note,
doration, volume,
volome envelope, note
envelope, noise

As you can see the
SOUND command hss
quite a few
parameters, seven Lo
be exsct. So the
channel can be
anything from { to 255
and is quite &
compliceted parsmeter
and I know very little
sbout iti! CPC's have

three channels to play
somd numbered 1,2 and

. To play from channel
1 vse channel one snd so
on. To play a note on
more then one channel
simply add the channels
together. 50 plaving
both chennels Z snd 4
do &

SOOND 6, blah, blah, blsh

But enowvgh of that. The
note is next and & {ull
list of which is in the
CPC manusl on page 24
of chapter 7 in my 6128
one. SOUND 1,239 will
play s middle € note for
something like @.2
seconds. Notice that all
the other Jjunk has not
been included, they sre
optional paramelters. The
duration (how long the
damn note goes on for}
is done in @81 seconds
by our little CPC, seo
specifying 188 as the
durstion will hold for
one full second,

Volume. Now here's one I
fully ondertand, Between
# and 15 it shovuld be
and surprise surprise
{it's Cills) it zpecifies
the volome. Leaving this
parameter out means the
CPC will assome 2. You
cen't actuslly hesr the
value of &, well I can't
anyway,

And I'm afrald that
concluvdes ovur
introdoction into the
sound of the CPC. I
can assure you that
by listening to other
peoples muvsicsal
creations, notably the
music from WEC Le
Mans and Hydrofool
the CPC is very much
capable of incredibly
brilliant sovnd
effects etc, Don't let
my basic knowledge of
it put you off. Try
and vndertsnd the
Amstrad msnusl becuse
I can't and you may be
able to creste tone
envelopes and soon
vill be transferring
Beethoven's Moonlight
sonats onto your
compouter. The commands
ENT and ENV are vsed
in conjunction (that's
a8 posh word for vusing
together) with SOUND.

Now To The Pictures

Using & graphics
package is the easiest
possible method of
creating artistic
masterpieces by far.
Programming them in
pixel by pixel, line by
line is 3 pain, but I'm
useless at art so I
can't expect brilliant
resulits. PLOT plots &
tiny {(well it depends)
dot on the screen.

The smaller the dot,
the better the overall




grsphical result
shovld be, and if you
remember the actual
sige of dots if
governed by the MODE
that you are in. MODE
2 (80 column text)
gives you high
resolution graphics
byt only two colovrs
can be uvsed. MODE 1| is
giving four colours
and is referred to a
normal resclution
(MODE | is when you
torn the computer on)
and MODE @ gives s
g6od sixteen colours
from the palette but
the graphics dot is
quite big. The palete
is the selection of
colours that you have,
They are listed on the
disc drive of the CPC
6128,

This is your pslette,
your choice of
coloors, Nov g

irrespective 'gf o
of what MODE you

are in, all
twenty-seven colours
of the palette are

still aveilsble. The J

restictions come
when you can only

choose up to
however many to have

have on the screen at
the same time. It is
like having twenty
seven ink pots but
only four {in MODE 1’
feathers. The INEs
must be filled with
the colovrs from the
palette,

RBeset the computer to
type in the following
commands:

INK 2,16

This would fill pen 2
with the ink 16 (pink).
Now celling uvp PEN
number 2 is done with s
PEN 2. The colour of
your wyriting is now
pink. Owners of green
screen monitors of
course cannot see this
change properly becavse
green monitors have to
vse dif ferent shsdes of
green {the miracle of
modern electronics -
David).

IN 3,2

This fills pen three with
ink two (bright blve).
Use your computier
programming skills to
call vp pen three Gint)
you can have some nice
blue writing. Now we
have three colours on
the screen, The
% introdvctory
7 message when
youv reset the
computer, pink (pen
2}, and bright bluve
from pen 3. Now pen
{ 1s the originsl
writing of the
Amstrad Consumer
Electronics etc
etc which is pastel
yellow incidentally.The
other ink is INE &
which alters the
backgrouvnd when in
paper 9 (see below), Try
INK @, whatever colour
you feel like. Now alter
INK 1 and 90 into PEN {,
yov will find the
writing st the top
changes as well as the
current writing. This is
becavse only fovur
colours are svailable.

Having said that using
BORDER, the border
srouvnd the screen
where writing cannot
be placed will change.
BORDER 7 will change
it purple and by now
you will have found
that I have putrid
colour taste (Youv can
sa8y that sgasin -
David). Having said
that vsing BORDER...
{Cut! - David}.

FLASHER!

The border and the
pens can be set to
flash different
colours by adding an
extrs parameter. INK
1,18 will set pen 1 to
be flashing black and
blue. Use SPEED INE
no,no to alter the
speed at which the
inks flssh. The ssme
goes for BORDER.

Confusion is added to
the sitvation with the
PAPER command.
Initially the paper is
¢ snd the pen is 1,
but setting the paper
to something else will
change the psper thsat
the pen writes on,
PAPER 2 sets the
raper to INE 2 (pink
if you have been
following).

So that's the end of
the BASIC programming
tutorial so it's now up
to you to come up with
some stonking
programs, If vou feel
yov have written
something good and
would like to release
it into FD send it in.




e don’t need ne PCWI

Amstrad marketed s range of computers called the
POW which were bhasically just word processors.
For CPC uvsers they vere a waste of money since
we alreay have many good WPing discs aroond as
Pavl Fairmon shows you.

have a word on one line
gngd the other part cn
another. Block featores
mean thet you can define
blocks of text and then
sgve them, copy them,
delete them etc. VDE
offers all these which

is one very good
¢I) thing shout it, and
NEr the market leaders
: below also offer
o them.

lord processors sare
essential things to
have if you do g lot
of writing andwant s
lot more flexibility
than s typewriter can
offer you.

A program thst you
may already have b=
gs I supplied it
free of charge to
people 1is
rublic domain
vord processor called
YDE. This is the best
software I have ever
seen in the public
domain and was vsed
to write all this
Jibberish stuff, I
certainly uvse it in
rreference to the
slightly crap program
supplied with the
CPC464 called
Easi~&msword. This is
en elementsry word
processor as the
instroctions say which
basically means that
it doeesn't have
brilliant festures that
others do. Word wrap
is one such feature
that I consider vital.
It just mens that if
the text vyou sare
writing reached the
end of the current
line then the last
word gets wrapped
over to the other
line, so as not to

The more of these
fantastic features that
are inclvded, the bigger
the program shovid be
althovgh VDE is
incredibly small at just
18k which gives you the
advantage of having a
massive (60k’ text file.
Market leaders are
basically Brunword and
Protext. Each is
gvailable in different
versions, both on ROM
chip which gives
instant losding.
Amstrad Computer
Teer (RIP)
portrayed Brunword

while it rarely gets a
mention in Amstrad Action
due to Protext. There
again ACU got two psge
ads every month for
Brunword and AA
doesn't, not that I'm
saying ACU was bissed in
sny way of covrse (Of
course not, Favl-David),

as the best of the two,

.’

Protext is fast, Take
g look at the demo
version thst ic on a
disk in the Public
Domain and that will
rrove thst. There
again Brunword is fast
as well. Protext
requires a seperate
disc containing
Prospell's dictionary
tc be gble to spell
check the files
created vsing the word
processor. This is
slow because of the
disc sccess, Now
Bronwvord has its
I3 6040 yord dictionary
in memory which means
it is always avsilsble
and instant. It spell
checks sround 3,800
words 8 minvte
quickly,

I think that it's very
mvch a8 matter of
rersonal preference
between Protext and
Brmword, Personally I
vse Protext (on REOM)
all the time now snd
also hasve Brunword on
disc. Just becavse
I don't like

m& Brunword (the

? editing facilities
By are pretty basic
and it's not as fast
a5 Protext) doesn't
mesn that others will
Jdislike it. Its spell
checker is smazing to
ke honest, but that's
the only festure I
think it is really
worthy for. You psys
YEer money, S0 Yyovu
takes yer choice,
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Crystal X Games

Cloaker
Pacifist
Sector 5
General X
PZ.P.
Mantis

charges,
Public Domain Games

The Entertamment Disc |

more,

The Entertainment Disc 2

Jostice (sold with part 2)

£2
£3

Each of the Crystal X games were
reviewed in Amstrad Action Issue

Buy three Crystal X games aand get
g8 PD selection free of any copy

£1

inclodes Zap 'T®' Balls, Croco
Magneto, Puzmnix, Power Tetris +

£l

inclovdes Jompmania, Battle Of The
Planets and Les Mings plus much

Frovit Machine 2 £2.90
these games so it is first come, | Fantasy World Dizzy £2.09
first served. You will not find | Escape from Singe's Castle £2.08
these games anywhere else at a | Paperboy E2.80
cheaper price. Dragons Lair £2.08

Matchday 2 £2.80
Quattro Adventure £2.50 Hong Kong Fhooey £2.86
@oattro Combat £2.59 Barbarian 2 £2.90
Quattro Cartoon £2.80 To order state clearly the title
Pro Boxing Sms Doo :Z:g.gg gxoxgmesecniglv‘;th a) dxécsgﬁxg.
Scooby Doo & Crappy ner ames ! an 2]

. David Crookes at the sddres
F | Ewik Snak £2.00 sbove. Cheques to David Crookes ﬂ

Poblic Domain Software

i i £1
A compilation of all the best PD
vtilities arocund such as
fiord-processors and spreadsheets,
Very popelar,

Geoff Short's Print Enhamcer £l
Brilliant program for improving
your printer's output.

Print Master £1
Creale amazing stationary,
calendars and cards with ease.
{You must send s SYSTEM
formatted disc CPM))

Ispell £1
An amazing spell checker with a

large dictionary.

The Demo £1
Logon Systems highly acclaimed
demo will show yoo what your CPC
is capable of.

_ The sbove prices don't inciude @ 0icc

37 Trimingham |1

[Pacific §oftware] -
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“ THE WORLDWIDE AMSTRAD
CPRC USERS CLUB

WACCI: THE INSIDE INFO

The club offers it seabers not oaly the best CPC
magazise for the serious user bat...

* ablic Dasain Software Library
# Josegroms Softmare Library

+ boot Library

¢ Tape Software Library

¢ Telephone Relplines

¢ 4ad mach nuch wore...

If you oma ax Asstrad CFC asd are serions sboat
Jour compating, thes WUCLI is the Clab for you.

’fv-” FOR A FREE
- SAMPLE COPY
OF THE CLUB
MAGAZINE
SEND A 29p
STAMP TO:
WACCI

B 7 BRUNSWOOD GREEN
HAWARDEN
DEESIDE
CLWYD
CH5 3JA

The UK’s premier CPC Club - "it’s ¢ bind of megic”
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