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Kelcome to the first edition of 1994 and may I start by wishing you all a happy
and prosperous new year. May it be a good one for you and a good one for the
club as well. Last year had its ups and downs and I'm afraid that this issue
continues with a couple of more changes, so let's get on with it

NIKE [YONS RETIRES

Yes, I'm very sad to said that after
nearly three years of serving ¥ACCI as
its letters editcr, MWike has haé to
give up due to i11 health,

I know you haven't heard from him in
the last few months but I kept his job
open for him as I very much respect

“the way he carried out the role. He
will be greatiy missed by the ¢lub ang
I very much i1l welcome. the day he
rings me up to offer his services
again. Mike will, of course, remain a
¢lub member and he might even drop &
ling to Fair Comment sometime. We all
Yook forward to hearing from you Mike
and please get well soon mate.

Now Mike is going to De a hard act
to foilow but follow him we must. As
you are all aware Angie and myself
have been doing FC. Angie pulls all
the letters together and sends them
down on disc ready to be laid out in
the magazine and answered,

This system %111 continue until a
replacement for Mike is found. It does
add a jot to my time 1in putting the
nagazine together but, as I said
earlier, I have done this in order to
give Mike as much time as he needed to
make a desision on his future. Now the
time has come to call for a volunteer
for this pasition,

Please consider tha following as the

role is & demanding one, You will need
the time on your hands to meet copy
date each month., We can make
arrangements to cover holidays stc.,
but the rest of the time I will expect
copy in on time. You mnust have a good
knowlsdge of a1l aspects of the CPC
and & well rounded usage of software.
You #ill naad to be Protext user and I
would hope Promerge Flus teo. Whilst
it is not necessary to do you own
page layouts, it will be a goal.
Finally a good sense of humour
combined with sense of fair play is
Needed. Angie will still be available
for typing werk for you.

S0 it's over to you, fancy a go at
the role of letters editor?

CLIVE HAS GONE
Yep, more bad news. I asked him to
contribute to the mag and I asked hin
i1 he wanted an entry on the WACCI
Helpline. I asked if he would be the
Master PD Librerian and finally I
asked him if he wished to be placed on
the WACCI free of charge mailing list.
All questions have been. ignored by
him. Unless he sends a subscription
form in then he will be an ex-member.
If I have any more nsws on this
front then 1'11 let you know. It does
Took as if old Uncle Clive doesn't
want us any more.

GOOD NEWS (AT. LAST) -
Peter Campbell has (at
complete Parados manual in printed
fornat, AIY new orders for Parados
will automatically get a copy. If you
have bought the ROM from Campursoft
and not got a manual, then send Peter
2 x 25p stamps and he'11 send you one.

Khilst on .the -subject of Parados,
Peter has patched the EMS file te vork
With Parados and a D20 formatted 3.5
inch -dise. If you would like the
patched EM3 :file then send Peter a
CP/M disc and he'11 do the business.
Please enclosed the return postage.

Peter 'has aiso heard of some
problens with the Siren RS232 port. Is
it industry standard seems to be the
guestion being asked. Anybody heard of
or experienced such problems.

The next bit of news from Peter is
that he will give a 464 keyboard free
{you pay pcstage) to the first caller.
Ring quickly if vyou want one, his
telephone numbsr is on the back cover.

Ang firally (phew) Peter wants his
repair manuals back for the 51286128+
machines but has forgotten who has
them! Is it you? Do send them back,

iast) gat the

MANY THANKS

One person who has been helping me
considerably over the last Tew months
but who just doesn’'t sesm to get a
mention is Ron Izett, Your efforts are
greatly appreciated Ron. Parhaps I
need to give you a title and place you
in WHO'S WHO. What would you like to
e calied Ron?
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‘THANX & STUFF continued.

WHAT NO CONPO SPOY

I'n sorry if turning " the page caused

you a surprise as you would have
expected the- Competition- Spot- to be
here. I'd better explain.

John Bawley has™ done - the Jenuary-
compet1t10n page and it igon it's way

in the post to me. Today s Sunday
18 Dscenber 1584 and I must take the
completed magazine don to Prontaprint
tomorrow if I wish “tg: pest it-out-to

you on the- 28/25 December ‘Failure to
“tothe pr1nters*

get the nmagazine .,
- tometree_williudelay “cunnencengsit: of

printing until 3 January and posting
until 8 Japuary. This, in effect,
would mean the nmagazine would he two
weeks late.

That is not something I will let
happen if I can do something about it.
So, as it happens; there is plenty fo
chat about this month so I'10 carry
on but before I do its worth repeating
for John's sake: & combination of the
Christmas postal delays and the
wmmwmmmemmmm
the printers has rasulted In po
campetfrron I'm dreadfuiiy sorry I
can’t hold on another day Jobm,

PAST IACCE §

Frank Neatherway has been busy sertxngi o

out this service ane he has
some cenclue1ons on - wh
service it i§ best te effer
mainly on cost grounds o

To photocopy 2 magaz1ne ]eca

more than I thought it would be. .
It would seem to make - sense rot to
offer this service but, in its pleee
of fer an article phetocepy1ng service,
Frank sees it running 1ike this: =

Find the article(s) you fee! would be
of some use to you using the Index.
Ask Frank by phons or letter how many
pages long that articie{s) . is. The
price structure is: '

copying per A4 side ......... 100
postage 1 to 8 A4 pages .... 25p
pesrage 7t fﬁ A4 pages .... 36p

These. makee great sense to me as you

cah - mix and  match - articles from
severa} magazenes Thanks Frank.

tof
Frank would mean that the f1nal eest

would be £4.00 and that's quite a bit r1eg Beb at/oe"

NIGHT DUTY -

My thanks go to all members this month
as not one of you got me shot and
te]ephoned_eut of the T7am - 9am slot.

~ Please keep this splendid effort up as

night dity continugs on for the
feresééable future.

)] LIBHARIES AND BIG DISGS

I was hoping to be able to announce
that the new 3.5 inch disc service was
up-and running  this month put, alas,

_not. The fact that this is a short
~month for me (see What No Compo Spot)

and postage delays abound (well why no
blame then) so anly one Librarian has
sent me details of his library,
Doug Webb has now listed those PD
discs which ¥ill not transfer onfo 2

D20 disc but I have not, as yet, heard
from Ian or Stuart. That's not putting“__
any blang on them as ‘they  are'both.~ - "7 -

loyal servants ef the’ club. _
¥ith John Bowley just tak1ng nver a3
Master Librarian then he 1
expected to TieTp ol
hat Se hepefu1

¥ACCI Membership List
55 Den Lane, Springhead
" Oldham QL& 4NN
0 Tel: 081 620 2118

AHSTRAD ACTION INTERVIEW

I know a lot of nembers take Amstrad
Action judping by the lstier pages
this month. For the benefit of those
members who don't WACCI got a prime

time spot in the nmagazing thanks to

WACEI member David Crookes.

A full page interview between David

and myself has done a lot of good for

“understand this jt'is:

i B'N'I 1ol 4400 by

the ¢lub already. Many requests for
sample copies has been received and,
hopefully, these will turn into new
nembers. Only by keeping nmembership
nunbers up can WACCT fight on. Thanks
David for your help.

Whilst on the subject of A4 I'm
afraid to say the December edifion #as
still only 24 pages long. This does

lTook 1ike it's the format it will now °

be produced in. That will not please
k4 readers and one can only fear that
A will soon disappear forever.

OMEGA BBS

WACCI will soon’ have a page “oh the

Owega BBS. The boatd is open daily Bpm
to 2am oh’ 081393 6226,

Forums

‘ And_remember yeu can fow te! ephone at

waekends only, enywhere 1n the ceuntry

_‘for 10 pence

ORIC USER MONTHLY

If any of you are int terested in these

machines or curious as 1o what the

Oric User Monthly is then contact:

Dave Dick, 65 Barnard Crescent
Alyesbury, Bucks HP21 9PY

AND FIMALLY...
As I've got a little space left I'd
like you all to have a think about
what you can contribute to the club. I
was chatting about Brunword the other
day to a member and the idea of having
a Brunword review in the magazine
youldn't "go a  miss. S0 the two
Springthorpe brothers, Jorn and Neil,
are goino to do a review for me. [Cats
out of the bag now lads 30 you will
have too!)

There is plenty of software, bath

“and-conmercial, that has never been
reviewed in WACCI. So how about having

a go for your favourite club.

If Yoy

] Aeeerfefi'BBS'
numbers CDRom ¢C1ub D1sks :
' k A The.

) gSurreyTKTIS‘DBA é____f_-. '
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Fair Comment

This

POST

Is
Extremely
Vacant

KICK OFF

Dear Paul, I'm a little confused as to
#hom I should send FAIR COMMENT stuff
to, Mike is still on the banner (and I
hope is making a speedy recovery and
will rejoin us soon), Angie is Yisted
in WHO'S ¥HO, and you seem to be
replying to the letters. Go on, tell
us the most convenient way for you.

Please stop printing letters about
slipping belts. My CPC reads every
WACCI and is now suffer1ng from Tapeus
singularum, Discs in daily use seem
0K but - little " used ones are
increasingly 1ikely to give 4 "Read
Fail' message. 1 find 1t sometimes
helps to press. "R* for Retry while
lifting the disc up slightly by
pushing in and up on the exposed edge,
but I can see & need to buy some new
belts (or tarry substance if Ron Izett
Will tell us where. to buy it} in the
near future,

You 3.5 side-switchers do seem to
have bought in to a load of misery,
Ron's Tetter and your reply in FAIR
COMMENT Issue 84 - left handed discs
indeed! How you manage the switch and
edit WACCI is. beyond me. Are thers
any practical uses for the switch? I
have a 3.5" drive which I think came
from SIREN., It has no switch and
(with ROMDOS) seems to treat 3.5 disc
with ease. Full D20 formatting with
no messing - about.. Ren's problem in
transferring ASCII files from CPC to
PC reminds me that, when using PC
TRANS, the PC could not read the ASCII
file unless it had been saved to the
PC disc using upper case letters.
Could this be the problem?

Paul, please don't bother to reply
to this but in your reply to sy letter
you suggested that Z0RK was a machine.
It's & gane, I'® ashamed to say.

The proposed conivention? Time and
date permitting I'11 go anyehere. I
can offer a free (to say 40 members)
conference rcom here - but have you
tried getting to Pendine?

Finally, please find enclosed my
subscription for -another year of
mental fuel. I've added about 8% just

in case VAT on fuel goss up, if 1t

doesn't please stuff it -in the glub
coffers, regards, _ _
Bob Moffatt

Pendine

<cHello Bob, I'm very serry to have
confused everybody over Fair Comment
but a state of flux has existed for
the last six months due to Mike's
illness. As you will have noted from
Thanx & Stuff, MWike has retired on
health grounds, so- until 4 SUCCEsSor
1s appointed these. rules will apply:
send all letters fo Angie and Tittle
old me wi1l answer then.

The company SEHF [see last issue far
details) do deliver the goods Pg. I
ordergd & belt for Jebn Jordan [in
Ireland who doesn’t seem to trust mail
order from afar) and it was sent by
return of post. I've posted it onto
John and John just might let us know
how ke gets on (you will wont you

~John.) The belt dressing selution also

appeals to me. Should  WACCI buy a tin
and post 1t out to members on requast?
gosh, I'm really out of my farry tarty
depth here!

§ide switches are really usefuf
1ittle beasts but enly 1f you need
one. Clearly you don't but I do, Here
at WACCI KQ I use an awful lot of 3,5
inch discs formatted to AMSDOS. If I
didn't have a side switeh then I would
nesd twice the amount of dises.

Idon't think that Ron's problems
(as many as they are) have anything to
do with upper/lower case characters.
PC TRANS sounds like a really well
thought out program. Thank god for the
Face Hugger and his wonderful and
deeply shareware DOSCOPY. o

Thanks for the offer of a suite for
the convention, Pending isn't quite
the centre of the UK and it fsn’t
served by the best road system but it
Is the best offer to date and I thank
you for that Bob. Anybody care to beat
that offar?

AS & true blue I was so pleased that
democracy ruled and - VAT on fusl
renains at the 8% lgvel ([too much

anyway] but your extra 8% will indeed
help the WACCI coffers, Thanks again
Bob, -Pauls»

PARADOS HEVISITED

Dear Paul, I never thought my first
gffort.-at writing a review would give
rise to so many questions. I'11 try to
answer them as quickly as possible.
«The delay in this leiter reaching
these pages is my fault as I had a
problem with the dise. -Angiess

1. T.o¥n an ordinary 6128.

2. I knew that the Backup facility on
Parados didn't work. 1 . should ‘have
said so in my review. Put it down to

my newness to the task. However, it
really dogsn't matter that this
command doasn’t work. A1l .you have to

do i$ go to the - Control Menu. You tag
all the f1les on the disc, then press
¢ for. copy, :Parades asks you which
drtve you. wani cupy to and then
happily. sets off making you a backup
copy of ‘your disc.

3. 1 don’t.hdve--the -problem Doug has
w1th MD+ Hlth W0+ in my 6128 it luads

from A Remdus dlsc It s1mp1y won't do
it As I said, what it will do is
accept an - §- -00$ dise. for -8 Msa00
version of MD+ Confus1ng tsn't it?
Incidentialty, my version Logs a disc
as being N§B00, not §-DOS.

Changing the subject. I 1ike Andre
Howard's fdea about shows. The most
daunting prespect is doing it on your
own, I think if three or four members
got together to tackle .a Haydock show
it would be a good .idea. The only
proviso is to. state that it woundn’t
be Tike the 'old days'. I, for.one, am
salely a "user" and couldn't.provide
the kind of help Clive used: to. ¥e
could, however, sell back issues, make
new gontacts, distribute PD and other
programs and meet each ofher. If
anyone's interested they could give me
a ring on 061 629 2118 and we could
have a chat about the idea.
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On a totalty different track. Ian
Neiil has done me a tremendous service
and put DOSCOPY onto ROM for me. The
result is truly wonderful. I can'type
a piece and (almost) instantly convert
it into a file that a PC or MAC
(fitted with PC- Exchange)- will read.
Keep up the good wnrk Cheers.
~ Bab Miller
C1dham

¢cAye-up Bob, I should start by saying
it was you with the green 3.5 inch
disc that Angie couldn’t- read. Bob
mMaﬁmwswoﬁmﬁdmwMAmm
aml she can’t read  these Iittle

ﬁtbeasfres¢m21§_§e remgpber all_fo_use.

only  Amsdos forpatted drscs ar
present, thankyou '

Thanks for " clearing up the patnts
from your review and I know this
hasn't put Bob off darng another
rovigw as he has Rambase4 in hts
possession’ to, Feview for the club.”

Thanks for the offér of attending 4

Haydock show ant’ 'l be. tnterested to

ses if you get any responses.

Doscopy-en Rom - éh!” Sounds g-great
fdea. I wonder it lan “will' get loads
of requesrs for this - servrce pid jou
really want to' offer : this: serrtce‘ta
WACCT members -Tan; Pfease"fe‘ s ko
as I I7ke the sound’ af_rt -Paul>:

BOHS'AHQ POHTS AND “DRIVES YoU CHAZY -
Dear WACCI, “thankyou
am-forever-indabted - i
lovely readers. I had -give
CPC 6128 drive and- #as "
take 1% out and shoot it Fortunatety
for me {and the CPC) peupte started
sending letters in to° HACCI about
slipping drive balts. '

Aftar issue 83 I wrote off to SEME
for a new drive belt which arrived
this afternoon (8th Nov Tless ‘than a
week since I wrote). 1 feverishly
disassembled the machine and removed
the old drive belt. It did Took pretty
dishevelled and had lost nearly &ll
of its elasticity, 1 fitted the
replacement and put ‘everything back
together. My hands trembled as I
inserted a disc and typed that almost
forgotten word “CAT" (well, I couldn't
reaily forget it.-as I have 3 of the
things}). And would you believe if? IT

LIVED. My drive {s naw pertectly happy

and can -whir1 “away it's heart's
gontent,.. Tsn"t- that ntce?
But if it isn’t one ‘thing, it's

another. I'have a 3.5" second drive
and ROMDOS.from: Siren .and -an B bit
printer ‘port from Goldmark. Both work
quite happily when they are on their
own but if T run the code to activate
the printer port the external drive
won't work. Wienever 1 try to use it I
get "Read Fail". The instructions for
the printer port show how to use it
with two drtve systems under CPM but I
¥ant to use
prograns ‘and AMSDOS Protext. I trisd
detaching the ROM. and ‘toading RAMDOS
instead but when.I. -ran. the port code
the - machtna ashed, * 80.- 1 ¥as

ther Wi regard to your
8/ Rom g/ brf port. "I reckon the
best bet here s Brian at Goldnark and
I know he is readtng thts right now.
Hi Brian”= can . you ‘help us out here?
0f coursé,”if “anybody ~elsg can help
with this type of setup then please do
writg in.  Have ' you - the - same
configuration as Richard? Does it all
work tagether? ' )

T've 1o expertence of  memory
expansions for the CPC but . T do know
that it uses the same bank swifching
techniques as per BANKHAN. As to the
guestion of wvariable record lengths
within differénce 16K blocks of Ram, I
don’t know that either (good me eh!)
Please can we have an authoritative

it with my own BASIC

uMAGAZINE

: us,te go backf
* biaming AL for

answer from a 256/64k memory expansion
bod. We must have one out fhers.

Anybody use the Cirkit -four socket
fom box? You do, care to let us know
if it's any good as Richard would sure
Iike to know.

I do have some nmore of Izzy's work
for the publication and it will appear
in & magazine near you soon. Do you
Tike being called Izzy Isobel? -Pauls>

WACCT CAR RACES?
Dear Paul, please find enclosed my °
reneval subscrtptton form together
with a Postal - Order to~ cover: the
cost of ‘the subs, -

I just want'to " say - thanks to Frank
Neatherway for productng ‘the * INDEX
What 2 godd idea as 1t saves
raugh ‘eaph ssud if you

1t ts o good A telling
to ABLEX ‘a5 they are
ot sendtng on the
masters to them <<it’s called passrng
the blck.” - 4ngie>s so here we are in
a catch 29 situation; it 'is no wonder
AAis having problens with-dwWindling
sales, ‘may I make a suggestton here,
let WACCI take over ¢<oops I've just
faffen off my chair. -Angie»> as the
main magazine for AMSTRAD CPC <]
tﬁaught we werd and we're cheaper too
you know. -Angiess (I could nere you
shout ail the way dewn here in
Plymouth Paul) it s -only a
suggestion, but'a good one I think.
With regards to the PD Protext
Demonstration, reviewed by David
Crogkes in issue 62, I received from a
reputable PD Library, (before I joined
WACCI), a disc that had the Protext
Demo on it, it also had a save patched
in and also on the same disc wWas a
print program that you loaded your
saved text from the Protext Deme to
get a print out. It is dated 1981,
Being & TASWORD man myself, 1 have
never used it until 1 went through my
PD after reading David Crockes review
in the last issue and it works. {not
that I shall use it}, but surely ARNOR
nist have coms = across the copyright,
it could have been hacked ‘out -of
course, how many other CPCser's have
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thlS DEMONSTRATION that works’

Finally Paul, (thank goodness he
say's) I have a contact who will
_ supply me 3.5" disc labels at £2.50
for 100 labels and there is a special
offer on 3.6" HD discs plus labels and
g box for £5.00 plus a first class
stamp for each order. If any one wants
them, if they would please send their
orders to me with the correct
remittance at the address shown below.
Regards,

Dave Stitson

4 Connaught Avenue
Mutley

Piymouth

PL4 78X

<CHi there Dave and thanks for fhe
letter and the subs. Thanks also for
Tetting Frank know -that all his hard
work in producing the Index is really
appreciated by members. I'm afraid the
print quality wasn't great on some of
the copies of the Index. WACCT has
now changed photocopiers.

I'11 not enter into any debates over
Amstrad Action as Angela Cook will be
after my hide. Wiocr, I believg
anyway, 15 the best magazine for the
sgrious user. Look at the fop of the
front cover - we reckon we are fhe
business when 1t comes to serfous
computing with the CPC. I'm alse very
happy to blow the trumpet for ACCI
and call a spade a spade I needed.

Angie mentioned that WACCI is also a
Tittle cheaper - than AA. Nearly half
price in fact and WACCI currently has
eight more pages than AA. Some aspects
of producing, printing and posting
KACCI out  each month have begn
Steadily rising in price over the last
three years but the cost of £1.50 has
remained constant. I can see no reason
why 1995 should see a price rise
unless VAT is added to magazines by Wr
Clarke in his next budget, (Kould Tory
back benchers rebel for WACCI?) That
would add 190 to the cost of the
magazing and it would be difficult to
absord it easily. let’s hope Mr Clarke
doesn’t make me face that situation.

By the sound of it the hacked
version of the Protext Demo is widaly
availabio and has bean so for soms
three to four years,

Thanks for passing on your saving on
3.5° HD discs _and labsls to members.
I'm sorry to-say that WACCI can supply
3.5" disc Tabels (they fit 3" discs

perfestly as well) for

ip each,
Hinimum order 30, maximum 250 and the
price includes postage. HD (high

density 1.44Mb discs) “aren’t a great
deal of use to a CPC 3.5" drive but I
know many members own a PC-as well (me
included) and Hp discs do come into
there gwn on these machines. -Pauls»

THE RARIFIED CHRONOM HIMSELF

Dear Paul, I wrote to WACCI some time
ago (okay! last year) regarding a
readers enquiry- regarding genealogy
programs, this was ' to advise on a
program I had seen - reviewed in two of
the popular(?) Amstrad Magazings of
the day. I also advised that I as
#erking on scme programs I had written
for my own use. These were written in
Locomotive basic and ran under Amsdos.
To reiterate these used a commercial
random access file handling program
and so could not be put into the
Public Domain. As I had abtained
MBasic and it's associated - compiler
from yourselves -(you have a Tlot to
answer for) I was - busy converting the
erograns tc make use of MBasics random
access file handling.

The prograns have now been comp1et1y
re-written and compiied and would geem
to operate quite well having been
enhanced and optimised to make fuli
use of MBasics features . and the speed
increase from the compiler.

Although. never finished (is any
progran?) as. I keep writing additional
bits of code for perferming additional
functions etc, I have a version which
I now use {until the next one comes
along.) I have fested this as best I
can an¢ have also sent a copy to my
brother whe  is  not  computer
proficient, but he has managed to use
it okay without to many problems.

I am now busy trying to finish off
the manual, but before submitting the
prograns to the library I would prefer
it if someone interested in genealogy
could give it a test run for me.
CPCE128,  CP/M  Plus  and  Epson
Compatidle printer required. I can
send a disc and draft copy of the
manual either to WACCI or direct to a
teader, any offers?

The programs were written
parts (modules), tested and then saved
in ASCII format, before baing edited
on a word . processor, thay were then
merged to. form each - program, this was
in turn tested. As nmeny sections of

in small

code are  repeated

throughout - the
programs, 1i.e inputfoutput reutines
and error handling etc, these ara

written seperately and then patched
into each program as required. It was
much easier to menipulate and edit the
code oh my wordprocesser than 4n
MBasic. Anothar advantage was that the
Tina .length could be set- at 128
characters which is the maximum- the
gomplier can -handle. These programs
conprise of 181K of sourge code (after
being abridgsd). once complied - they
just it on one. sids of @ CP/M auto-
boot system disc, the data files being
stared on s1de/dr1ve B:

The programs and . functlons are al]
meru driven and will allow information
to be stored on 500" people and on 200
marriages; this may be considered
quite small compared to PC programs,
but I feel if is more than adequaie
for ones inmediate relatives (I have
ased only 130+ records so far}.

The information stored can  be
displayed.on the screen or printed in
various formats, 10 at the last count
which -includes Pedegree Charts (Family
trees) and Family Group Sheets. .
Atthough I- ar. not & professional
' t-is only a casual
y . yriting-an article

the subject should

for baginnars “on
anyone be 1nterested°
Could yow'please refresh my memory

on -the . difference between the
Public Domian - Library and- the WACCI
Homegr own - L1brary7

I spotted a November capy of Amstrad
Action in Smiths and decided to buy a
copy -to see if I have been missing
anything, on -first examination I
thought I  was nmissing half the
magazing(!) and - that someane had
ripped the guts out of it while it was
on the shalf, beforg taking it back I
decided  to examine it a bit more
closely, after which it would appear

to have all been thare, all .22 pages
of it, for £2.93?
On checking - previous copies of

Amstrad Action in my possession AA100
t0 102 contained 58+ pages and AAT03
0 105 gontained 50+ pages. For it to
drop to 22 - pages in the space of §
issues is a bit worrying to say the
least. I also understand that in a
previous issue of WACCI it .was
mentioned that AA  were to start
accepting subseriptions again .although
I could find no mention of this in the
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Movember 1issug. Does ~anyone Know
what's going on out there with AA?

Andrew Solomon

- Kingston Upon Hull

<¢Dear Andrew, thanks everse for the
lotter as I do Jook forkard to your
lTetfers appearing in WKACCI. Members
might remember that I awarded Andrew
bast Tettgr of the year 1993 fn Blast
From The Past of last year because of
his letter on the rarefied choron
atpospherg that surrounds. every CPC.
In fact I.was'so faken by that letter
that in its ‘memory I -have designed
this months front cover With a graphic
sent to me by Russell Macdonald,

S TfEsTaot ot nterestT Will e

gengrated by -your genealogy - program
and ratfigr than lat me -organise its
distribution for testing, I don't Wish
to increass my workload, could members
send in writing, ~with ‘name, address,
telephone number-etc., and 1’11 simply
pop them into"-an - envelopg - and pasr
then off to Andrew  at fﬁe end af
January. Thanks in advance. - -

I've had & Iook at Mbasrc and 1!

fron ‘the D~ Hb‘ra“rf' Y dre
anything Tike half good at Basic.

The one and only difference between

PP and Homegrown software - is ‘that PD
can be freely distributed by ‘just
about anyone, any library and'it can
even find its way on to A cover fapss
without  your permission. - KBACCI's
Homagrown software s exclusive fo the
club and is copyright KACCI and. the
writer of the program. Ko other
Tibrary may distribute 7t,

The size of the current editions of
AA is very worrying fto say the least.
Subscription “form/details  have been
removed from the magazine without any
comment being made. I have heard
nothing official but it doesn’t look
te good for the CPC scene. Still the
December issue did give WACCI a good
page spread -in -an -inferview between
David Crookes and myself, so lst's
hope some good comes of that. I would

Tike to parsonally thank David for his

help to- the ~Club
interview, —Pauf>)

‘regarding that

TIMESHARE ON THE CPC
Dear-Paul, sorry I've left it so late
this time to renew my subs. I Mave
been "up to  my “eyeballs' this while
back as they say. But please find
enclosed 4 - cheque - ta cover for the
next & issues -or so.

- Mentioning renew1ng ‘subs - have - you
seen -the quant1ty' F-.the 1atest issues

déﬁﬂ”HﬁTﬁﬁs
can see ther" g

n hins
'druss w1th ho

nght that 5 my grlpe of the month
mmﬂ@mﬂﬂaMIfmmw

t:ikhe iof the month and thought
what an_excetlent 1ittle sipplement.

 Pleasy ghank Frgnkr and “John - from me
A lﬁiihbir:ha?d;abfk Ehey put in to

At sorry o hear
CI!VB has: passed ‘on his Tlaurels, if
you'rg still in contact please thank
hin for all th1ngs he done in the past
and pass on my: best Wishes.

“-As You ate st11] passing on (I know
I've got a cheek) 1 -see you have some
PD Dises for-converting “stuff over to
a PC‘and convertinga' PC- to a CPC or
thareabouts. -Meaning PD Discs 42 and
98. Since-I've recently wangled to get
ny grubby “hands’-onto a 4868K PC
although only pecasionally (whenever
the Boss is out of the office).

I wa§ thinking = since’I have a Toad
of RAMBASE and ZDE -files plus various
PD Titles (Thanks to my favourite PD
Library.) Is it possible “to convert
them or better still use "them on a PC
and if so ~ how?

‘Also I read -somewhere -sometime ago

that these. programs come under the
title of SHAREWARE. If you can - could

eyery iefter - this

shings Hkea

you explain to me how this works and
how 1t effects me in obtaining said
Discs. I'm afraid I've only used and
come acress the PD Discs used in the
Library up to now so Shareware is a
new Ball game to me,

If you don't mind I'11 stick to my
usual reutine of paying the Library's
copying fee and 1if it requires extra
finance could you please lat me know
and how much, Thanking you again for
all your trouble.

Gordon Kewley °
Lisburn
N Ireland

¢cHello Gordon, gosh hasn't just about
month so far
ference fo the size of
i ' many #h - are

Tthe need “to

rnsluded a

10 saj ;

E to he' quesrian of “CPC-th PC to
CPL conversion “software -and- ‘the LPC
emulator for the PC.- Dascapy is deepiy
wondertul, “negd © I' $ay . ‘more. It
converts both ways and it's rea]fy
easy to use.

" The €PC emulator that runs on a ¢
(seg review in KACCI 81 of version
0.8) is truly a beautiful piece of
code. In his review Stuart wasn't
happy on all aspects but these have
been fixed in version 0.9 (PDIB)
available from the [ibrary. You can
emulate CP/H on & PC using 22NICE and
run programs like VOE. In fact I
haven't got any reports of problens,
so if its CP/H or Amsdos programs or
files, then you can take them with you
over onte & PC.

Shareware differs from PO in the
fact that the writer invites you to
send @ fixed sum of ‘money (varies
depending on program) fe regisier fo
program ¥ith him. This usual means
that you will receive the latest
version and complgte documgntation on
the progranm.

I have resarvations about the use of
shareware on the CPC. let's take
Doscopy as an example. T doubt if you
will get an upgraded version or any
documentation. The program 1s given
freely to PD libraries to distribute.
So I treat it like PD. If Hr Face
Hugger wanted to sell it he should
have done it commercially. I bet-that
someone Iike Peter Campbell wauid
dearly love to sell Doscapy.

Page 8




In their true forn, Shareware programs

are older, cut-down versions or demo
versions-of the softwars. There is a
real incentive to register.

These ars, of course, only my views
but I would Tike to hear what you
think about the situation. Is there a
Tegal point of view? I throw the
subject gpen to the pages of Fair
Compent, do join in. -Paul>)

BLOW THE RUBBER BARD

Due to popular demand - Paul has asked
for a blow by blow account of
replacing the Disc BDrive Belt on the
6128. A blow by blow account indeed,
does he realise he is talking about
the computer I Tove.

If you do this kind of thing every
day of the week, then please go to the
next letter.

S0 here goes, before any of you
think this is going to be a technical
job, with soldering irons, circuit
testing and meter readings, forget it,
there will be none of that king of
language if you don't mind.

The requirements for this operation
are minimal. You will need about half
an hour or so of undisturbed quiet,
send the wife and kids out, taking the
dog with them, put the cat out, you
don't want him/her/it, stomping around
the place.

But seriously, all that is needed
_1s patience, and a gentle touch,

Just three screwdrivers are the only
tools required, one small and one
medium Philips and a small slot
screwdriver, You will also need a
piece of wire about 8 inches long.
With a pair of pliers, bend the end
about a quarter of an inch over to 90
degrees, to form a L shape. A good
light source is a great help,

Disconnect the keyboard from the
monitor, printer etc. Take the
keyboard, turn it upside down (I found
it easier to work with it on my lap)
and unscrew the four recessed Philips
screws and the two smaller Philips
screws at the side of the Disc Drive,
Turn the keyboard over and place back
on the table/bench in the normal
operating position i,e Disc Drive to
the right hand side.

Gently ease the keyboard from the
base, don't worry, there are no
springs to fly 1in all directions or
keys to-pop up. The reasen for being
gentle is that the keyboard and base

are 1o1ned together b& ”iﬁérriééds

coming from the keys and are attaghed
to the base of the computer,
consequently, no strain whatscever,
should be placed upon these leads.

KARNING:. Those of you with a
delicate disposition may find the
following  scenes disturbing. The
working parts of the computer are
about to be exposed.

Lift up the keyboard from the Dise
Drive end and place a large book or
similar object between the keyboard
and the base, so that you can now work
on the Drive unhindered.

The drive is secured to the base of
the computer by two screws, (on the
left of the drive), unscrew, and the
Drive is free, except for Tleads,
coming from the base to the drive,

Now Took down on. the drive, at the
front, just where the Discs go into
the slot, you wi11 find two small
Philips screws. Unscrew just enough,
so that the front of the Disc Drive
comes away, the screws should remain
in piace, safe and out of harms way.
These two small screws, with the aid
¢f the two small screws mentioned
below, hold the base of the Drive to
the Drive mechanise.

The Brive now has to be turned
upside down, remember the leads, take
care not to place any strain on them.

Kith the Drive upside down, showing
the circuit board, (sorry about that),
take note of the position of twe small
screws, unscrew and the base of {fe
Drive is free (except for leads coming
from the base, see above.)

Gently separating the base, (you
have about an inch of working space)
you will see the belt, the Targe
pulley nearest to you and a small
brass pultey at the far end. '

The old belt will almost fall off
the large pultey, using the wire hook
ease the belt off the small pufley,
careful with the wire, don't stab the
belt with it and watch out for the
gireuit beard.

Put the new belt on an assemble in
reverse order. Take your time, half an
hour or so and a little patience and
your computer is good for many years.
Don't put any strain on the leads, or
you #i11 find it's a hole in the
wallet job. If you de find an sasfer
way, or any short cuts, piease let me
know. GOOD LUCK. <<Thanks for this
¥ally T'11 have a go at it. -Angie»

Congratulations to Frank Neatherway

and John Bowtey for an excellent
Magazine Index,

¥ally Collinson

.Chaltenhan

<Dear Kally, thanks for the blow by
blow account of how to change to the
dise drive belt on a thres inch drive.
I'msure now that when the dreadsd
8rror messages ocour ¥ith the drive,

members will remember issus 85 and
your name, “x-

I must say that it deesn’t sound too
difficult at all but I'm not going to
attempt it on my fwo three inch discs
just yet as they are working fine. I
know fully well I shouldn't have said
that as I bat fthey are both listening
to me typing away.

I-hope Angie. has a suacessiﬂ] dabble
¥ith her dicky drive and that she
Tets us all know in due course. But do
furry up Angie, -Pauls»

SORRY SUPERMAN
Dear Angie, I must apologise to Tom
Gordon for trustlng the MOII handbook.

JInmy piece I suggested using the

function keys for .underline and
condensed becagse, of the advice in the
MOIT handbook?hgt to create conflicts
with the printar. -

kowever, using them I have been able
to. recreate Tom's. problems. . S0 my
adV1ce is: use-the printer codes not
the furiction. keys wherever possible,
The ones I 1éft out are:

L SET : RESET
Underline ft 27,451  f1, 27,45,0
Condensed f1 27,15 f1, 1
: {No 27"}

Irealise I included the codes for
emphas1sed’ inmy piece but called
it 'beld’.

In response to Paul's query about
PARADOS and CP/M, CP/M needs the disc
firmware which is held in ROM §lot 7.
CP/M isn't bothered whather it's
PARADOS, ROMDOS, or AMSDOS as long as
those basic functions are there when
it wants to access a disc,

Even if you have patched your EMS
fite for one big format, with CP/M
Pius, you can change that between
prograns using RAMSDOS+.COK since it
simply pokes new values .into banked
RAM. S0 you can copy files from ons
format to Drive A: or a silicon disc
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run RAMOOS+ to changs the format and
copy them back to Orive "8 in the new
format. Incidentally, RAMBOSH.COM will
work on Plus machines, but you need
access to an ¢lder maching to format
the discs with RAMDCS.BAS.

The AMSDOS ROM ircludes some DR LOGO
functions: presumably these were left
out of PARADGS -to -make space for
everything efse it does. Sincersly,

John R Kudson
Huddersfizld

<<Greeting John and thapks for sorting
out the Tom Gordon wrr probfems Does
this mean that his margrns are forgver
constant?-T-Wish T' knew. However, s a

“TTony ofr“Profexf“Aﬁasn‘r*“cume “mRaYy

yot,” Tom “StiH " dogsn’t know the
delights of the driviig his CPC to the
Tinit but I hope HUII behaves a rrrtie
bet(er for Him now. -

" Thanks' alsg: foF answerrng ny-query
on Parados.- It just: goes ‘to show that
whilst one can’t know everything, as a
club we do seem - to come” up ¥ith the
answers.” 8o do-. Tet's - kegp askrng
quesrrans ereryvne 4-Pau1>> e ‘

A sorr=errcH*ﬁR-r
Dear Al] I keep meantng

te be able -ge
However; spurred o Vo8
nember-’s questrons in
Farr Comment oy frnar

confirm for Martin Cush'-that ParaDOS

containg it's own "soft':sidé-switeh,
Additionaily once it :is configired to
look on the “other® side of the disc,
this setting will survive resets and
so prograns can be run directly,
without the need to copy them off-the
disc within Parad0S.  The only problem
is that you have to issue a (DRIVE
command, thus Tloosing the current
contents of the memory. The drive can
be configured -with ‘"Configure’
"Drives", fe’the ~keystrokes (shift ¢)
then d, then using the arrc keys and
the™ enter/raturn “key' “to = saét” the
options. _ _
John Hudson discusses ParaD0§ - CP/M
conpatibility. Since  CP/M  Plus
bypasses the AMSDOS ~{or ParaD0S) RQM
and uses it's own disc access routines

“you-cannot-maks -use —of-ali-ParaD0S's-

fornats from within - C®/M  Plus.
However, you -can still “use Uncle

-
fthag afei” f
'compr1ed by bme

Clive's CP/M Plus tExira
setting up “CP/M Flug -to work with
Targe disk formats. Parad0§ works fine
with disks set up in~ this way. The
method for setting discs up like this
can be found in Issue 75, page 21,
CP/M 2.2 iy rather a different
story. You cannot run the 2.2 version
of Dr Logo, however other 2.2 software
runs fine. Better yet, ParaD0§ allows
2.2 to recognise and use any format of
disk that ParaD0S itself recognises.
The only proviso s that there must be
a 2.2 system disk {ie system format}
in A when it is required by 2.2 (ie
most of the time), oh well.

Finally I would Tlike to put my

* twopenneth-inio the -PD-Discs pot: 1

think the best "solution would be to
provide a small program that when run
would copy the -contents of -2 3"-PD
disks onte 2 of the membars own disks
from a 3.5" disk sent to the member
through-the post then the member could
rearrange the files using his own DOS,
if he wanted. Becduse of the lack of
gfficiency in DATA format discs, 4
sides could be crammed onto'a single
35" digk. “If “the first “two tracks
were DATA™ formatted “a~ snall’ program
could be. staredrrto'*de “archive Athe

‘b foung;” “parhaps
rra PC° Yours,

~Mark Stewart
=‘."‘;;1' - Belper

disks would;hqve
WACCT-has felnd

PS'T know that my ‘prose 1§ a little
1ncomprehensrb1e if any member wenis
to discuss any of -these points with
ne, please ring me on my he]p 1rne
talephone ‘nusbers -~ -

<cHello Mark and welcome 1o these
hallowed pages. Thanks for confirming
thai Parados can read both sides of an
Amsdos formatted 3.5 fnch disc without
the-need for-a-side-switch.—~
Thanks also for further information
on Parados and CP/M, It adds to the

tip for

_ wrong on thaf parnr

-which- of - -these

rnfo supplred by John R Hudson in fﬁe

previous letter. Gosh, what a rich
Iitile ¢ld club we are in answers
being supplied this month.

Now fo the question of PD and 3.5
ineh discs. I read with great interest
your proposals and  kind offer of
writing the all singing, all dancing
software to met all needs. I wish it
was that simple I said to myself when
I read your letter. In fact, the very
thought that It was not that simple

leads me to beligve that problems are °

fust around the corner. let @e
axplain what I nean,

When we talk about 3.5 inch drives
ke nust always consider the lowest
common denominator and that is a 3.5
inch drive with no sidg switch and no
large disc operating system. M&mbérs
do have these 3.5 inch setups.

On the other hand We' have megbers
with 3.5 inch drive, a sida switch and
a big D03. He must never forget that
some members have two three” inch
drives and seme only ong three rnch
drive. I think the days of the pure
484 tape usgr ara’over but I mrght be

braries: ébef Your thnugﬁf T
Kas . 90?ﬂ9=foxtrash your suggestran now

P r;brary'“szr 3.5 inch dises in

nind, The example John gave me was the
Mrcroﬂesrgn ¢lip art discs. Cram four
three inch discs onto one D20 format
3.5 inch “disc, using USER area 1o
split the files up, and you have great
value af £1.00 ineluding disc and PEP.

Of course the four three inch discs
will be avarlable for these whe can
only usg that format but I bet the
advantage of a 3.5 inch drive will
have become very obvious to them.

As I see 7t {and I may bg wrong) the
best way forward is to ~copy on to D20
format those PD programmes that will
do s0. An example of problem areas
are the UDemo discs. The Tibrary
Supplement will  then contain the
complete three inch selection and
. selections.-- are
available on ~020 “format. THis Will
take a Iittle bit of trme but I feel
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it @ worth while goal. Now if your
program can aid  that exercise then I

D20 disc to exp!ade anto four three
inoh disc then I'm -all for it. Jobn
#1711 be overseeing all thy new PJ

1ibréry discs from now on so how about

you and him talking on the matter.
Parhaps an overvigw of your proposed

program sent to John would be a good

start,
Errmm as fo telling Amsdos to look
on the other side of the disc - pass.
HACCT will never accept that a P
¥ill be useful to any computar user.
BACCI will never find a PC useful. If

ever the situation arose when WACCI.

found a PC to be useful then WACCI
¥ill disclain this fact. The very term
PC isn't well received within these
pages so I'l] stop using it. -Paulss

X MARKS THE SPOT
Dear WACCI, Bob Moffatt’'s query in
Fair Comment, Issug 84 regarding my
use of a data name 'X’. . .

I had explained in the Index Story
the problems of showing 1in 34 chars a

meaningful description “of single and -

multi-page articles. I also explained
#hy I found it necessary to split the
Index file into several groups to deal
with Protext memory space constraints.

Initially I had used the Subject

start Tetters as sort keys to produce
groups of records and this would have
been ideal if the descr1pt1ons were of

standard format but unfortunately they .

were not. I realised carly that it was
essential to devise description format
for me to follow. However careful, it
was sasy to have slight variations in

descriptions which caused similar ones

to spread throughout the index - and I
wouldn't tolerate that! Checking was
easy 1f just a few dozen records were
involved but when they number nearly a
thousand it was very much harder, even
when using printouts of umpteen pages.
0 I'deciced to have ar indicater that
would identify those records which had
either to be amended or were already
amended; hence the introduction of the
data name 'X'. It served two purposes,
(1) allowing easy selection of

discrete groups by the use of the

single figure 1,2 or 3 rather than
tetter by Tletter; and (2) more
inportantly, by using figure b -as
temporary data name; this would reveal

entries to be checked and was then

- amended after any correction.
mwaﬂMyWeMswmmm& 
made. If thers is & simple way for a -

This method was proven particularly

useful when -updating “the 1ndex from -

subsequent magaz1nes B
Frank Neatherway

<cHi there Frank, thanks for updating
us on the use of data. names when you

made WACCI history. and - praduced the

HACCT Index.
Those of you who  faven't got
Masierfile III or who haven'! done g

lot of work with databases -may.find.
Frank's letter a Iittle confusing but
expgct  that. The .
important thing fto remember ﬁere is

then you would

that the design of the database rs 50

important to its final usefuiness. I
think that Frank has shown his abilify
in designing darabases te be of theﬂ
very best kind. o
©If any member wishes Lo convert the
Index to, say, Rambase than ploase gef

in toueh with me. -paul>»

HAVE SOWE FUN

1 would just Tike to say that WACCI is

the best CPC mag I have ever read.
And ‘now for something to tell

everying out theré. PD FUN is tha bast

PD library for all fun things, these
are gamés, demos, adventures and stide

shows, I put all the software on 3"
and 3.5° discs. only,
CPCers need a break sometime, . .

Costs, I think as a special offer to.
- ¥ACCL members of 3%p per side, it

sounds good to me, all peopT

interested shouid send ne a SAE fora . |

st of the L1brary Yours sincerely,

Duncan T1zzard'
CPDFUN

Folly Farm
Cold Ashton

Chippenhan

filts SN14 BJR

<cHello Duncan and  thanks for tﬁe
letter. I didn't realise that MACCI
had the ownsr of PO FUN as a member
but now we all know. _

If you are interested in the PB FIN
collection then please get in touch
¥ith Duncan. I've not seen g list of
his Iibrary so I can't really say much
more can I, KHint: 1 you want to whip
up more inferest in  your Tibrary then
give me more details and I'11 let the
membarship know. ~Paulss

 this one. Conta
50 that the ansfer can appear on these
very pages srhanks ~Paulss

Even serieus

~‘Mastercalc when using ift,

HIDI INTERFACES

Dear §ir, please find encIesed <My
subscr1pt1on to WACCI for {
I assume these to be morith]
wender if you could - pubish:a request

. for help in the pages of WACCT. My son
Rayielgh;,

has a CPC464, which-at present he 588
mainly for game playing. A§ his
interest is music (he has just passed
grade 3 keyboard exam} he would Tike

to e able to Tink his CPC and his
‘music keyboard together via its WIDI

pert, I am aware of a number of MIDI
interfaces:- The  EMR  Miditrack

Performer, the RAM nusic maghine and
the OHCP Interface and Sequencer.

Unfortunately I can’t.find any trace

ot these devices, nor anyane. #ho. knows

how to use them. - Though . the pages of

- WACCI can I ask for anyone who knows

whers I can obtain .any of the above,

_or you can advise me which to choose

or what can be done with them to get
in touch with me at py .address or- by

5phon1ng 0455 53?472 Yours slncerely,

Nigel Bacon
4 Cleveland Road

. H1nckley'
Le1cestersh1re LE10 DA

- ff(ﬁeiia Nigel reif I guess as 1'm no

he!p fts ove 0 the membership on

_M:gei or write to me

. :uAsr";na THE EMULATOR PAOBLEN

.,Dear Doug, Recently,. I had. from you
V0.8.CBC Enulator on PO disc 88, which
L have been able to use with my 486PC.

However. I have been able to.get
pr1ntuuts from  Masterfile. and
but I have
heen'able to update the f11es on both

'3"successfully Have you any information
. how to-obtain printouts? My printer is

& Citizen 200CX 9 pin. I do not relish

. the thought of having to re-type files
into- MSDOS/Windows

programmes. My
grandchildren have their Byes on the
CPCEZE. Yours faithfully,

Johs Court
New Zealand

«bear John, sorry to hear you.are

having problems with vo.8 of the CPC

Enulator. I know you have ordered v0.9
which Stuart Gascoigne reckons 1o be
batter. Stuart can you throw any light

here or can any member belp John out

with this printout problem. -Paulss

.
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STALL HOLDER: ANGIE HARDWICK

WANTED WANTED WANTED WANTED

Wike Brown, Isuzu Warrenty

- -Dept, -Ryder Street, West———- -

Bromwich, West Midlands.
0121-588-7137 {home} wants:
Pin Kriter P7, 24pin head,
also 8 bit Printer ‘Port.

Bill Ford, 8, Ormonde
Street, Newtown, Chester
CH1 30D wants ;-

Chuck Yeager's Advanced
Fiight Trainer on Disc or
tape, {Thank you Bill for
the Tovely letter it
brightensd my day.Angie)

John Shaw, ¥illowbrook,

12 ¥aternans Way, Wargrave-
on-Thames, Berkshire.

RG10 BHR Tel: 0734-403981
wants:

Educational Tapes for CPC ~
464 suitable for child 4
years plus.

(Sorry I missed out your -
telephone no Tast time
John. Angis)

Ray Neal, 56 Houldsworth
Crescent, Hotbrooks,
Coventry CV6 4HJ, Tel:
0203-362063 wants:

§ Bit Printer Port for CPC
8128 (around £15.00}

Howard Lucas, Flat 2,
12,Belgravé Road, Gloucester
GL1 1Q7 Tel: 0452-505043
wants:

disc.
To-find. that very item you .

pead 18 now 50 gasy ~ ]Usf
let Angie know.

" magazines from 50pA‘
-.f‘detaﬂs S

- stamped addrésst

Prospell and Microdesign on

FOR SALE FOR SALE FOR SALE

SEHIOUS SOFTWARE
French Test-{Disc)
0-Level Physics Revision

(cassette) £4.00
0-level Chemistry revision
{cassetie) £4.00
Project Planner
(cassette)  £4.00
Mastercalc Spreadshest
(cassette) £4.00
GAMES SOFTWARE
Lemmings (disc) £7.50

Builderland (cassette) £3.00

The Bard's Tale (cdss) ‘£3.00°

Collosus Chess4 (disc).£2. 507 N

The Hol]ywood Co!Iectlon

(d1sc}_
Also = Tots more games

iéﬂékds copyiﬁd

enverlope to- (Sed below)

KANTED (reasonab]e ‘price’

paid ~ SIM CITY (cassette)

- for CPC 484,

PLEASE CONTACT:

HARCUS RUEGG, 8,THE HORSE
PARK, BONEYBEFORE,
CARRICKFERGUS, CO ANTRIM
NORTHERN IRELAND BT38 7ED .

Tasword Word £7.00
Tagpell (for above]  £7.00
Touch'n’Go {Typzng Tutor)

£7.00
Laser Genius
(Assembler/Wonitor}  £7.00
Advanced Art Studio  £7.00
-.-Pascal-88 (CPH Pascal . - .
Compiier} £7.00
Pocket Protext [CPM+) £7.00

-£4.00

GAMES

Big 4 (disc) £7.00
PLEASE CONTACT ROB MUNDIN,
111, HAZLETON WAY,COWPLAIN,
WATERLOOVILLE.HANTS P08 9DN
TEL: 0705-593502

Complete Amstrad Package as
follows: CPC. 6128 with

colour monitor, CPC 664 with
Green screen non1tor

lead, Joystick..

Brunword % Infoscrlpt on HOH
“with's, bit port, Waxam. -
Assemblef T uord lTaspr:nt

w1th 6128 Approx 40 discs
*of magazing- 1istings and PD.
Approx 15 blank discs, 3

* “casseftes Chess/Scrabble/

“¥ifter ‘Games.

* BOOKS:- Computer Chalienges
for the Amstrad -
Hurley/¥igo. Subroutines for
the Amtrad - Stephenson, The
Amazing Amstrad Omnibus -
Fairbanks. Brainteasers for
the Amstrad-Ludinski.
8080/280 Assembly Language

- Miller. The Anstrad CPM

Plus - Powys/Lybbe/Clarke.
~ CPM Software Bus -

Powys/Clarke/Eaton, CPM ~

- Handbook - Zaks. Mastering

Machine Cede - Gifford/
Vincent.

AlT the above Price £200.00

PLEASE CONTACT:Fierre de
Naeyer, 9, Churchill Read,

Kidlington, Oxon, 0X5 1BX

Tel: 0865-375828.

Jo advertise fn WACCT 15

simple - Tell Angie.

10 ex-software 3" discs
Price £8.00 inc P.P.
PLEASE CONTACT: Doug Webb,
4,Lindsay Drive, Chorley,
Lancs. PR7 20L

Tel: 0257-263866.

Page Publisher Desk Top
Plubtishing £10.00

Picasso Art Desa§n1ng
- Program -
unused. FD1 disc’ dr1ve with

. £7.00
Both on d1sc w1th manuals
PLEASE CONTACT Howard

Lucas, Flat 2, 12 Belgrave
" Road, G1oucester 6L 10z
Tel: 04e2-505043.

. . The folloning are available
~ from WACCT HQ but pleass
~ ring Angie to place orders.

Tasword 464-Disc £2.00
Leader Board disc £1.00
The Games disc £1.00
3D Pool- disc £1.00
-Harsport disc £1.00
The Pawn disc £2.00
Elite disc £1.00
Night Raider disg £1.00
Metaplex disc £1.00
Maxam ROM no manual £5.00
$ilicon Disc ROK
no manual  £5.00
3* dise cleaning kits
_only three left £3.00

“Ribbon Refresh very full and

well worth £3.00
Procepy and Hinides by
Bonzo only

£2.00

“hngie Hardwick
23 Station Place
~Bloxwich, Walsall
¥est Midlands e
~NS3 2P ]
Tel: 019227476283 -4
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This month we are in the bargain basement, two programs for the 'price_é?,ane,
Have you ever wondered what use the function keys can be put to? The. first

program sefs up some useful actions
the screen,

FUNCTIONS
The function keys can be used as a
numaric keypad byt they can be
reprogrammed to carry out some useful
tasks - all at the press of a button.
I don’t Tike the gold writing on the
deep blue screen so I press f0
(function key 0) and hey presto I have
black writing on a pale biue screen.
I want to change to mode 2 sp all I
have to do is to press f2 and mode 2
is opresent.  The keys I have
reprogrammed are:

fo
i
f2
f3

11ght blue scresn, black writing
change to mode 1

change to mode 2 _

(ATalogue the dis¢ in 'a’ drive
remain in the 'a’ crive
CATalogue the disc in "B’ drive
and remain in the 'b' drive
CATalogue the ' drive and
change {or return) to the 'a’
drive.

f6 type cut goto 2 [RTX]

17,18,§9 not allocated

f4
fh

THE KEY TO IT

Each key on the keyboard has a string
of text associated with it and after
reset, the function keys are set to
give the numbers 0 to 9, as we all
know. If you want to give a key &
ditferent character then this string
must be altered. If you've used a PC
g what? -Pauls> you will know that
the keyboard layout is different. The
keys can be reconfigured by the
following methad but I'm afraid that
the engraving on the key tops, well...

and the second one gives randem patterns on

BY HAND '

To arrange a clean 1ight blue screen
wWith a sinilar border and with black
writing, the following command string

must be inputted; - ink 0,11:ink 1,0: -

border 11:c1s[RTN}. That is, the ink
“in the paper®, ink 0 is set to colour
11 (sky blue). The ink in the writing
pen is set to 0 (black). The border
is set to colour 11 (sky blue, the
sane as ink 0).  The next instruction
Glears the Screen and [ReTurfl] tells
the computer to gst on with it.

When entering a program at the
keyboard, [RTN]- is used to lst the
computer know that it has reached the
end of the Tine so how can [RTH] be
progranmed to press itself as it
where?  Fortunately those cleyér
people at Anstrad have thought of this
and 1f CHR§{13) 1is entered then the
machine will interpret this as meaning
kit the return key*. Have a look at
the "key® lines in 40 to 170,

DEFINITIONS

Once you've decided what a key is to
do then the action must be assigned to
that key.

Somewhere in your manual and on top
of the 6128 disc drive is a drawing
showing the key  numbers.  The
instruction KEY DEF has the syntax KEY
DEF, key number, repetition, string.
There are further parts that can be
used but these are sufficient for our
needs just now. The key number is the
number of the key as printed in the
manual not as printed on tha key tops.
Function key f0 has the key number 15

y

7

(f"’Twﬁituen :by“*\\})
\\élan Ti;lling&,;x

letters page.s

Lebters bp-
Very Bosic Bosic

65 Lowrence Rood

Altrincham
Cheshire
Wal4 4EL

and so the first paramefer in Tine 0
is 15, The zero indicates that the
key press is.not fo be repeated (1ike
the letter keys repaat)., The. last
parameter is the number of the string
¢efined in the previous tine.

I think that the -names Key-and Key
Def are confusing. .1 suppose you
could regard -the names as what the KEY
w111 doand that the other command
DEFines: which KEY will do it, I tried
allogating BUN*DISC but ~ the sting
definition is.delinited by quotes so
every time I.entered run" the computer
saw the " and terminated the
string gve gh I used CHR${21)
between .the run.and disc. If any one
does figure:it out pisase let us al}
know by.writing to me or to the

1.60T0 3

2. SAVE™init" a:s70P

3 REM .

10 ' mmrmmmm e

20’

30" S ‘

40 KEY 140,"INK 0,11;INK 1,0
‘BORDER 11:c1s"+CHRY(13)-

50 KEY DEF 15,0,140

60 KEY 141, "mode 1"+CHR§(¢3)

10 KEY DEF 13,0,141

80 KEY 142, "mode 2°4CHR$(13)

80 KEY DEF 14,0,142-

100 KEY 143, a:cat"+CHR$(13)

110 KEY DEF 5,0,143

{20 KEY 144, brcat"+CHR${13)

130 KEY DEF 20,0, 144 -

140 KEY 145,"(bcat: a"+CHRE(13)

150 KEY DEF 12,0,145 '

160 XEY 145,"goto 2"+CHR$(13)

170 KEY DEF 4,0,148

Prog 1

Page 13



PROGHAH 2

On to the second program. I've made
the “line numbers .~ follow oo from
program | because it seems fo fit in
nicely there but if you only want ong

haif or the _other .then this 1s the
place to start/brop it
If ‘you leave " exactly the sams

picture on the scresn for too long the
phosphors can become burned out. This
can somstimes be seen in shops using a
computer for customer sales gtc. Khen
the assistant uses the machine, the
menu can $t111 be seen as a ghostolike
image. AIl that's needed to avoid
this is to keep changing the picture
which fs what this progran dogs by

--spiaffervﬂg~l¢tfie~‘dbts randonly-all -

over the ‘sgreen, and -when [RTN is
prassed; ‘the ‘program s’ “wiped fram
memory ready for normal use

IT'S OBYIOUS

180, 180 and '200 “are obviously the
program titlei: -The -next ‘line, line
210 1nstructs 36810 to G0 to the

SUBroutine starting at ling 320 -every
250 time per1ods A time perlod for
this interript tlmer and “since’ if
wasn't specified, it wHI

timer B)1s, '/5oth of a° sec
actually means eve :
320. The mode 2

smallest p0551b1e :
The “paper® ink and~ 1he“hbordef“

default to
‘ond ‘S0 320': B

INTERROGATE ... INTERROGATE...
If the KE¥board is. INterrogated and a
particular-key is looked at, in this
case the return -key,. key 18 if-will
display a number - depending if.-it is

pressed or not pressed and also if it

is pressed with comtrol er shift.
Khen it 75 pressed on its own, it
gives the valug zero. Ling 270 says
whila key 18 {the return key) is not
giving zero ie when it is not pressed,
stay in the loop. This infers that
when it is pressed, the program leaves
the Ioop.

THE PLOT THICKENS
The x'and y in 280 are the positions
along the horizontal axis (x} and up
the side (y) of the screen. Xandy
are just like the x and y coordinates
of a graph. RND gives a RaNDom number
(based on line 260) befween 0 and 1.
Since x- can equal up to 640, the
randon number is multiplied by 640.
The INT just rounds the number up into
a whole number. The result is stored
in the variabie called x. The vy
coordinate ‘is constructed in the same
vay. 'x and y then PLOTS (or, really,
splatters) this as E brlght wh1te dot

changed to biack and the “writing
is changed to bright white, 2
& random seed based *on the’-
slapsed since switch om

ready for use by ling 280,
program enters a loop.

Now the
§ince we don”t

know how Tong the screen will be in

this display a wh1le/wend 100 1s Used

This ™45 -~ $inge’ the

from whence it came and that §Ht.

¥hen [RTHN
Cexited and - 310 removes the program

- goodbye from Te.

| Okay so what does Progran Two do

Aof- you . who can’t then below I

is pfgésed the loop is

from the memory.

200 '
210 EVERY. 250 GOSUB J20

220 HODF 2

230 INK 0,0

240 INK 1,26

250 BORDER ¢

260 RANDOMIZE TIME

270 WHILE INKFY{18)<30

280 x=INT{RKD#640): y-!NT(RND*JﬁG}
290 PLOT Xy

J00 NEND
310 HEW

320 WODE 2

330 aza

340 IF a=26 THEN a=0
350 INK 0,2

360 BORDER a

370 RETURN

et b el e o . P P Bt o e O

Prog. 2

Yell that's all for another month so
s¢ it's goodbye from me and it’s
‘Have “a- Happy New
Year and T hope “to~ be wr1t1ng for you
all, ,vin-the ‘NeyYear, © Alan.

V1 can here yoi a1l “ask. ¥ell not
all as-many-will 'be “able to tell
from the Basic® 1i§ting. For those
printed thescreen file.

Dogsn't it just drive you dotty.

If you stare at 1t for § minutes
then you should seg Alan in if.
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SERIES
OF YHERRS
GONE

BYEEEE....

DISC SECTOR EDITING by JOHN KENEALLY

From the distant past of April 1967, and the hallowed pages
of WACCI No.7 comes the definitive ¢ollection of technical
goodies, set out in easy-to-understand terms by the Maestro
himself, Jahn Kensally of Camel Micros. This was article
ohe of 8 serigs. Prepare to be amazed! ' "

DIRECTORY FORMAT ) _
It is often useful to know the format of the directory on
disc. You can for example, ' check whether a file already

exists from inside a Basic program. This is difficult any -

other way as, if you try to open a file which is not there,
the program will just stop. Each  file on your disc has one
or more 32 byte entries in the directory,. the construction
of which is shown in the diagram opposits. The rules are
the same no matter how your disc is formatted, but system
discs reserve the first two tracks for use by -the system.
The directory itself is held on the first four sectors of

track 2 on a system format disc, and the first four sectors.

of track 0 on a data” format disc. You can'read any disc
sectar by using the following machine code routine:

org #8000 185 good a ptace as any
ireads one sector of a- track
vinto a 512 byte buffer
readsec: 14 hl,function
call #bedd
14 {extadr),hl
1d a,¢
1d {extadr+2),a ;HL and C contain extended addr
yfor BIOS 'read sector' routine
;addr .of a 812 byte buffer

1k1 find command

1d h1,buffer

1d a,0 ;drive number (1 for 8)
1d ¢, (ix) 1C holds, sector number
1d &, [ix+2} ;D holds track number
rst 3 iexecute the BIOS function
defw extadr
ret tto basic
extadr  defs 3 :
function: defb 132 'read’ function
buffer @ defs 512
end

A NUDGE IN THE RIGHT. DIRECTION

EXPLARATION

BYTE NENING
0 Entry Type . | 800 if active < A5 if erased.
- (Does he mean user No?7?) .
t-8 Filename Up to eight characters, padded

. | with spaces if neaded, .
g-11 Filename . BAS, BIN, BAK, etc., and padded
: extension” - { with spaces if needed. = -
12 File Extent { Each - directory- entry controls
" f Up to 16K of data. The -extent
1 of-the first 16K is always 0,
If th hag more than 16K,
-{ then rectory entries are
- |-created ¥ith the same-name -but
S L-with anen=zere -extent'.
13-14 1 Not Used: -Both -bytes will always -be 400.
15 [ Record Count”}A record*fs 128 ~bytes:long so
S 1 there tah be a maximue of 128
records (128#128=16K) in each
- | directory entry. - - - :
16-31  iAllocation Wap| Each byte holds a number which
: C.oo T rlorepresents - two  actual .dise
sectors., Each disc sector is
512 bytes long, so each number
represents 1K of data. As there
ars 16 bytes, this -covers . the
maximun of 16K and explains why
1 file sizes are-shown to -the
4 nearest 1K. There are 9 'sectors
per track and the 1K Glocks are
counted starting from sactor 0
on track 2. Thus an allocation
number of 2 would actually mean
saotors- 4 and 5 on irack 2. To
complicate matters the hardware
requires that you add- §5 -to
sector numbers [system format),
80 this s really sectors 89
and 70. For data discs you must
add 193 to the sector number.

.7
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From Basic the routing is used by: CALL EB00D, track,” T
sector. For exanpie, to read the first- sector of- the

directory track’on a DATA formatted disc;- CALL ‘38040, D 193

":ican alter it by POKEIng the relevaet addresses and then
and to do the same on a SYSTEM formatted disc: CALL %8000, &

2,85. The-drive will whirr for a second and then yeﬂ'11“gef
the 'Ready’ prompt back. The 512 byte buffér, in "this case

wrrte it back -to disc by replacing the "function’ byte by

DEFS 133 ‘Be- carefu1 thuugh you. can rea]ly mess your files

tfack and seetor EhesEh Use "a monitor to examine it or -

starting at address £8020, now holds the data from the - the file=handling systelet

up by Writing. direct to a: drsc sector’ wrtheut going through

SD Eﬁij@:GQ?Z;Z@ZDEE!T&?&E?Tﬂ?jEEEﬁISEiL,;:”“
Seriously supporting the Amstirad CIP(.
~Computer Supplies :

Software Discs °

DISC~BASE. e:vcrevirvnnnncnnsns £.12.50 Box of 10 Maxell CF2 3" Discs £.17.50
Fast and automatic disc-file organiser 10 DSDD dises for 3.5" drives....7.50
_MAILING LIST.seronsionnnnns cee e 12.50 10 DSDD discs 3.5" bulk packed...5.00
"Address manager and label printer = 10 5.25" Branded discS........... 5.00
EWIK-FILE. ...cuvvevacoennninnsans 12.50 Disc Head Cleaner Kit 3"......... 4.00
A versatile computerised card index Disc Head Cleaner Kit 3.5".......4.00
HOME ACCOUNTS.......cuoninnunnsaans 15.00 Disc Head Cleaner Kit 5.25",...... 4.00
Comprehénsive personal finance package Lockable Disc Box (40 capac1ty). 5.00
GRAPH-MASTER. ... ..ovvnvunnncnnnan 15.00 "Pop-Up' Amscase, holds 10 CF2...4.00
Creates line, bar, pie charts and more 10 Maxell Discs in Alscase...,;.20 00
PICASSO ART (66476128)....c.cuveen 15.00 Flip=Top Disc' Case’ ‘Tholds“10%3.5%.2.00
Powerful ‘and advanced screen designer. Disc Carry ‘Cage-holds: 5x3 51.52..2 00
PAGE PUBLISHER (128K CPCS)..vvuvn. 25.00 Universal - Printer . Stand ..... cveiis .6:50

The ultimate DeskTop Publishing system Mouse Mat (anti- statlc,vnon—sl1p 2.50
PICTURE DISKS 1 & 2 each......... 12.50 House House (pla tic.poi t
Ready-lade library of superb c11p~art

GENERAL LEDGER 6128.......00 000, 30.00 -
Simplified business book-keeping.
STOCK ACCOUNTING 6128......004000s 40. 00

Integrated stock control and 1nv01c1ng ) J
PCW.and PC business software also ava11a lejy: please request a catalogue
To order, please- seﬂd cheques/POs or yourAcess/Visa number/expiry date to:.

5D Hicrosyotems (nupt I)n 20 lnx ‘24, Holbmech; Lincs PE12 TJF (0760) 720381
10% Discount on above prlces for UAUG/UAACI members. Add £1.00 post/packing.

DISCOUNTS ** SAVINGS ** DISCOUNTS ** SAVINGS ** DISCOUNTS

SIREH SOFTIAaE IILTOH:HOUSE BUﬂY ROAD HADCLIFFE MANCHESTER, W26 SUR (TEL: 061 724 75?2)

RS232 Serial Interface *3.6%Disc Drives, Romdos XL, Ramdos, 3.5inch discs and lots tots mere

CAMPURSOFT; 19 IACIKTOSH COURT WELLPARK, GLASGON, 631 2 (TEL 041 554 4735) :

Phone far the latest details of MreroDesrgn Mrcroaesrgn plus, VideoMaster, ProPrint, ParaDos and their other programs.
SD WICROSYSTEMS, PO -BOX 24, SIAFFAK NORFOLK, PE3T TUE **¥ HEW ADDRESS ### (TEL 0760 720381)

10% off all Software and- Consumables whilst Hardware items will be post free. A wide range of quality CPC products,
which include: :Page Publisher.: BrscBase Picasso Art, Kwik File, Discs and much much more R
GOLDMARK SYSTEMS; 3 OAKDALE; lELlYH GARDEN CITY, HERTS, AL8 7QW (TEL: 0707 3217H1) *

Specialist software for the CPC's, ¥illing to give members of WACCI 10% discount off-all Seftware and Hardware {But not
off special offers or un drsc prices.) Special Offer, New CTM 644, CPC 6128 Colour Monitors, Only £65 plus postage and
insurance,

SENTINEL SOFTWARE, 41 ENMORE GARDEHS EAST SHEEN, LONDON, SI14 BRF (TEL: 081 876 7032)

10% off ail software. Phone for upto date prices, please mention ¥ACCI when ordering.

R.E.C. (AMSTRAD REPAIRS), 47-49 RALLWAY ROAD, LEIGH, LANCASHIRE WN7 4AA {TEL: 0942 261866/672424)

Quality repairs with most at standard charges Free technical support/advice/information on all repairs carried out,

A 10% discount {5 availabTe to NACCI members s0 please mention the c]ub when usrng H E C
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IT’S CHRISTMAS TIME! HURRAH! b'y Richard Smith

It's Christmas time again, Wore endless and totally unwanted reruns on TV. But

that's the BEC for you .

IKTRO

a SYMBOL AFTER 32 command before .you

- GALL GETLINE,

POP - BC
As soon as it's Christmas or use the MEMORY command.  This routine POP AF -
thereabouts I thoupht that you might has loads of practical uses, from Jp STBT2,
be interestéd in this routine I wrote. souping up text to adding spice to RDR2,  PUSH AF-
It prints a character of any height dull screens. Have fun and see you in PUSK BC ,
from four pixels by four pixels to 127 the new year, when I'Tl hopafully CALL GETLINE.
pixels by 127 pixets in any of three finish the clock program  {isn’t POP BC
wonderful colours (MODE 1 only folks). optimism wonderful). 77TFN. POP AF
JP PRP2.
MASSIVE
The program is & biggie so there § not SCALE,  PUSH AF DRAWLINE.
much room for anything else so I just LD (ADDR_),HL LD A, (WIDTH )
have time to say a big thanx to Wike LD A,D -SRL A
Lyons, Stamper J Metcalfe, Mark LD (HEIGHT #1),A SRL A
Johnston, Richard  Duggan, David LD AE LD'B,A
Crookes, Angie Hardwick, dJohn Bowley, LD (WIDTH_),A LD HL,FLINE
Chris Green, Arthur  Cook, Alan LD AB -
Tilling, Doug Webb, Staurt Gasgoine, CALL #BC2C :
Tan Parker, Clive Bellaby and, last LD (MOD_#1),A LOOPs, LW A (HL)-
but not Teast, Paul Dwerryhouse for POP AF LD (DE) A
_giving the rest of ugs WACCI members CALL #BBAS ING HL
another year of  perhaps .the best LD *(LPT_),HL . INC DE
serious CPC magazine nmagazine called ~LD HL,EXPL - DaNZ- LOOPS,
"WACCI" in the known universe. Caops, LD DE,EXPL_H POP HL
just did. LD (HL},#00 CALL #BC26 -
LD BC, 31412447 LD {ADDR._} 4L
SCALE LDIR - Initialize RET
The SCALE. routine takes, erm, 1,.2, CALL GETLINE.
3, 4, five parameters: : HEIGHT_ LD A,#00 GETLINE.
LD B,A LD HL,{LPT)
Register A - The ASCII code of the Lb C,A ING HL '
character to be printed LOORA. SUB A.8 LD (LPT.) HL
Register B - The colour of the JP M,PREZ. . DEC HL -
- charactar (1-3) STBT2. JEC C LD A, {HL)
Register 0 - The height of the scaled RET 1 LD IX,EXPL_
character in tines - PUSH AF L) B,8
Register E - The width of the scaled PUSH BC L00P1. SLA A
character -in pixels CALL DRAWLINE, LD (IX+#00),00
Register HL - The screen memory POP BC JP NC,STBT.
address of the top -left POP AF LD (IX+EQ0), 4FF
hand corner of the JP LOOP1A, STBT. INC IX =
scaled character {ie PRP2,  ADD 4,8 DJNI LOOPT,
usually above $0000) JB K,RDR2. CALL XPAND.
PUSH AF CMPRS. LD IX, XPAND_
Oh, and. another -fing, the character PUSH BC - LD IY,FLINE_
matrix must be user defineable so use
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LD 8,31
LO0P3. - ~PUSH-BC
LD D, #00 .
LD G, %10001000
: LD B
Loord: - LD 4; [IX)
Y ANDC A= Masked 'y
0R-D
1D.0,A
1D=DtNew pixel values
RRC C
iChange mask for next pixel
ING IX
tMcyve pointer
DoNZ LOGRS.
Lo (IY),0 -
ING IY
__ POPBC
DINZ LOOP3.
LD HL,FLIKE.
LD B,31
HOD_ LD D,#00 .
LOOPE, LD A, (HL)
AND D
- LD {HL),A
INC HL-
DJINZ -LOOPE.
RET
XPAND. LD A,(¥IDTH:)
Lk 8,A
LD Ix EXPL.
LD 1Y XPAND,‘ -
LD HL,XPAND 0
LD EA- -
LD D,#00° - -
ADD HL,DE
EX BEHL ™ -:
LOOP2. SUB- A8 -
JP M,PRE, -
RDR. PUSH -IY -
PO? -HL
§Cr
CCF
SBC HL,DE
RET 1
PUSH AF-
LD A, (1X)
LD {I¥),A
POP AF
ING TY
JP LOOP2,
PRP.  ADD A,B
JP ¥,SKIP,
INC IX-
JP RDR.,
SKIP.  ING IX
JP PR?. o
WIDTH_ BYTE 32 EXPL_ RMEM 8

| ADDR_. WORD #0000~ FLINE’ AHEW 31

LPT_ WORD #0000 XPAND_ RMEM 124 {

_VjPa61f1c software,
. Brand]eshone,
- Greater Manchester BL8 1J¥W

GAHE8'3'7-
CRYSTAL X GAMES

Cloaker £2.00

Sector 5 _ ~£2.00
Pacifist o £2:00
General X £2.00
P.L.P. £2.00
~Mantig -~ oo £2.00

Note: Each ef the abave games ware
reviewed by Amstrad Action in
issug 99

PUBLIC DOMAIN GAMES

The Entertainment Disc 1 £0.45
includes Zap 'T’ Balls, Croco
Magneto, Puzznix, Power Tetris and
more...

The Entertainment Disc 2 £0.45
includes Jumpmania, Battle Of The
_Planets Les M1ngs and more.

':='COKIEHCIAL GAHES (CASSETTE)

prices.so i1

the PD: coIleetJene)free_ef any
copy charges. -You Wil l.not find

Barbarian II S £2.25

Justice (so]d w1th part 2) £3.00

fe en]y haVe 11m1ted stocks of the
“| following game

first served. Anybode uy1ng three i
| games or mare ‘gan ic1aim any one of ¢

these games elsewhere et a cheaper'§

price.

Quattro Adventurs £2.26
Quattre Combat’®: » "~ £2,25
Quattro Cartoon .-~ £2.25
Pro Boxing Simulator £2.25
Scooby dgo and Scrappy Dos  £2.25
Kwik Snax £2.25
Fruit Machine 2 (82,28
Fantasy Yorld Dizzy £2.25
Paperboy : £2.25
Dragons Lair £2.25
Escape From Singe's Castle £2.25
Matchday Two o E2.25
_Hong Kong Phooey L I

37 Tr1m1ngham Prive
‘Bury -

SERTOUS

Pl SOFTWARE

The Office Collection £0.45

A Compliation of all the bast PD
utilities around such as word
processors and spreadsheets. Very
Fopular.

Geoff Shorts Print Enhancer  £0.45
Brilliant program for improving
your printer's output.

Print Master £0.45
Create stunning stationary,
calendars and cards with ease.
(Please send a SYSTEM formated

disc {CP/M))

Ispetl £0.45
An amazing spell checker with a
large dictionary,

PD/COMMERCIAL UTILITY

Powerpage Utilities £1.20
Combines a side of fonts with ¢lip
art and, exclusively to Pacific
Software, a collection of various
Tabel templates for des1gn1ng tape
1n1ays d1sc labe1s oo

HISC

The Demo | £0.40
Logon System’s highly acclaimed
demo will show you exactly what

:your CPC is capable of.

HOI T0 ORDER

1. State Clearly the name of the
product in BLOCK CAPITALS.

2. Enclose a cheque/postal arder for
the correct amount made payabls
to DAVID CROOKES.

3. Send a disc for each preduct
(We ¢an fit four Crystal X
games onto one disc}? [NB: you
don't need to send a disc for
the commercial games]

4, Please enclose a SAE of
sufficient size for your order.
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DAVID CROOKESJ BRINGS THE WORL.D'OF. PD INTO YOUR HOME

¥hen you scour the P0 Iibraries looking at the piles of softuare . they offéf
maybe you'll see lots of word-processors lurking about. Or maybe you wont. Either
way, here's David (rookes wrtﬁ a round up of the said utilities. :

TOOLS OF THE TRADE

Word processors are very handy fools.
In the days of old when people Yived
in squalor and all thare was to eat
were a few mouldy old beans which
people had saved up years for, getting
quality looking documents meant you
have to drag out -the typewriter and
clank out a few choice words. If you
nade a mistake it was a straight
choice of three. Firstly you threw it
away. Secondly you plastered the page
with correction flutd or- thirdly you
merely wrote over the fop of the
spelling mistake to get a perfect
snudge effect.

But when computers were invented and
people began to see the possibilities,
then word processors were made. Make a
mistake and all you had to do was
delete the -word on the screen .and
alter it; And- you could move things
about more easier. And format the
text, And many more things besides.

But there are lots and fots of word
processors, many of them PD ones.
¥e'll ignore the commercial packages
because they're just - not PD and when
you write & PD column then I think PD
software is more than appropriate. S0
which ars the best and which are the
worst, What will make you jump in the
air and shout, . "Whoopieeesese” and
what #ill sink you into depression?
Read on ...

OH NO NOT AGAIN! o
The Protext Demo is the best there it
but by including it, 1'11 be opening
up the whole ethic debate over whether
it is alright to make demo versions of
software identical to the full
version, again. <cThere is no debate
-David -~-I§--IT- WRONG. -FPaul»> Anyway
I've already reviewsd the Protext Damo

in & past WACCI so drag out your back
issuas but if you haven't seen my past
review then 1’11 explain that some
libraries stock this programme in iis
altered state. That is_exactly the
same as the original £30 version which
does make you wonder whether it is
acceptable. It is up to you whether
you want to diddle €30 out of a firm
which has supported the CPC for so
long. .<<Please don’t. -Pauls

YDE?

Let us forget about the existence of
Protext, then, and see what the PD
libraries can throw at us in ihe way
of an alternative. VOE seems promising
until you learn that it is a CP/M
offering., But if if you aren't

devilishly deterred by that fact then

I'm sure you'll understand. why people
¢clain that VOE is the ultimate PD word
processer. Along with a spell checker
te boot, you alse have the benmefit of
justification and  word-wrapping as
well as a host of other delicious
delights. You may even find it easy to
use. Haybe. vl e

WACCI  give  away . lots . .of
documentation with this programme so0
you should be quite alright. But
remember: CP/W is a dark horse. Use it
and you may turn ouf like somebody who
has used a text editor.

ED OR EDIT

Text editors are sirange 1ittle thxngs
which crop up ail over the place on
packages which  rely  on  word
pracessors.-Programmers -siap - them on
to-help out non-word processor owning
members of the CPC fraternity gat to
grips with their programmes. Text
editors vary in competence with most
¢f them offering 1ittle more- than

than.a text:

$aVe, 1oad and the occas1una1 delete
lines. They're great for those un-
taxing jobs Tike letters to Santa {who
I %now you alt believe in) but rubbish
for anythlng nore demanding..

If you are a demanding person then
the I~ System Display Fditor 1is fast
and, like - VDE, can handle huge
documents That's because. the program
is garbage and smail, isn't it? Nope.
I-System Display Editer is fully
comgrehensive and nice with it too.
You can format text and move blocks
swiftly and easily.

AND FINALLY..

Now to..aur, f1nal
processor that
Short's. - Pr1nt
individua1

package, the word
-comes  With Geoff
-Enhancer. As an
gramne, it is better
{tor but not as good as
the. more. fu!ly featyred VDE's of this

_wor]d But comb1ne it with the Print

Enhancer anq you've got
routine .to .be proud . of, It's an
excellent all round package with an
easy to use word-processor boasting
simple but effective features.

a print

CONCLUSTON TINE
Rounding up, Z-System Display Editor

comes top not Teasi for it's speed and

it’s huge host of faatures.. It pips
VDE to the post due mainly te the fact
that VDE is a touch slower. Then we
get to Geoff Shorts offering which is
ideal for hacking out quigk letters to
friends and finally we end up with the
Protext Demo, It's last for one
gbvious reason. Arnor have  not
authorised the enhanced version so it
would be morally wrong for me to
encaurage people te clamour .o their
local friendly Pb libraries and smap
up. copies. Leave it in those PO
Library that stock it and continue to
support companies that support the
CPC. «<Protexf is not PO but it is the
best -Pauls> A1l the best. David
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JUST PETER
by Angela Cook

In September I set a compatition where members had to write a story using certain

words which were: Wacci, Computer,

"Phoshe. coubgouh. " spluttered Peter,
being Tifted out of tha box, -which has
been his home for the last week.

“What did you have to go and-do that

for* he said. “You fknow I don't Iike
boxes, especially with all  that
polystrene stuff, suffaaate ‘4’ bloke
that could” he moaned,

"Well, that's not likely to be a

probiem for you is it" rétérted
Angela. ~ "Yeah well, don't do it
again. " He said. T won't" said
Angela.

S why did pou put me in that
stuffy box any way?" asked a rather
indighant Peter. “"We  redecorated,
Look, you can have & whole room now.

You still have o share with the
others, but at least you don't have to
share with mum any more and you can
stay up later’

¥ell, I suppose it's wortﬁ If then
replied Pater.

'WMMWMMgmmmwum
Peter trying to peer round a corner.

"I am looking for thosa discs, ah,
here they are” said Angela, walking
back to Peter. ‘Here have these" she
said, giving them to him.

"What are they?’ asked Peter.
"Games” said Angela, loading up the
discs. ‘Games, what do you want games

for when you can- play with me?” said

Peter, in a rather hurt way.
‘Playing with you s often so
boring" said Angela, not thinking

about hurting Peter’s feelings,
Do you want some water to take with
that foot?" asked Catherine.

"0h, sorry Pater, it's just, I would
Iike to play a game I just got this
new one and. .. " L

"Well, " began Peter, "if you don’t
want to play with me, fine, I just

Monitor and discs although the response o
this compo was poor I did have a few good stories, this is one of them.

<CJohnss

won't let you play those games!” he
said, watching Angela's face drop as
she read a READ FAIL on the computer

_monitor,

*Fing" said Angeia “ina sarcastic
tone.."If I'can’t do that, I will play
on anatﬁer camputer “Cathering Wil
do. " With that, Angela got up, went to
the gther side of the rodm and started
talkang tu Catherine,

I am sorry” whinpered Pater.
hear  something Catherine?” asked
Angela, ‘Can’t say I did" replied
Catherine. 'T said, I am sorry” Peter
spoke louder this time,

"Turn up the yolume Paeter, I can't
hear you" said Angela, 1in a singing
tone. - “T A¥ SORAY*® he shouted as loud
as -his system would allow him.

Did you

“That's . befter® said Angela, coming

back over-to Peter: She f1dd]e¢ arnund
behind his back. C

"What on earth are- you darng now"
he asked.” “I#’s something .1 " read in
Meer.to e o

‘You  haven't been -reading - that
nonsense again have you? Last time ‘you
tried something out * on me from that
pubiicafian I wouldn't work for a
weet, * Peter spoke qu1ﬁk1y and ina
sarcastic tone.

"Well this time it is bound to work,
it's not my fault I couldn’t tell the
difference hetween the chips. Any way
WACCI js not nonsense, it is very
informative.” :

Poter started to moan again, Angela
could tell she would nat stop him-now.

"What do you nmean informative is,
ouch, that burt.” “Sorry” said Angela,
then kept on fiddLing. "You mean that
WACCT 1s rubbish., You “think it should

300N a8 I can.

be about gamgs, games, games. That's

all you ever talk about, games."'

‘T do not just talk about games you
know and T think™ WACCT is just fine
how it is. Ke have this argumant gvery
month and if you don’t stop 7t I will

put you -back in your box. Do you

understand?’  "fes”
unwiliingly.

Peter  said,

At that moment Angela ‘swurg around to
see her-mother and - father standing in
the door . way. “Who are you talking
too"7 asked - her mum. Us. Well, er”
stuttered Angela. :

"She has named her computer. She calls
him Peter. She talks to him all the
time, but he never replies. How silly”
said Arthur, sitting down. He then
¥iped the top of the monitor and said
Hello Catherine, how are you today?’

THANKS
Thank you Angsla for your story I

enjoyed-it. I wonder! How many members

give their computer names.

My computer: thinks--it's name is OM
DAMN why? May you ask! -Well I'11 tell
you-any way. -When I was doing the
indexes-I kept on : making silly Tittle
mistokes and I kept on saying, (VES)
you guessed it! "OH DAMN."

FUTURE READING
If any membsr would like to have a
story published in their favourite mag
then please send it to me, you can
either send it orn paper or better
still send it on a disc which would my
fingers a lot of work.

I will of course return your d1sc as
<clohn Bowleyss

FINALLY

Angsla and Arthur Cook also seils CPC
related items at very cheap prices. So
give Angela a call. Their telephone
number is on the ¥HO'S WHO page.
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TRE DEFIRITIVE WJI]RDIDIIAIL BY chDUIiBILAO» 1HH1DImID©uDIH
A LAYMANS'S VIEW By Ron Izett

These tutorials are complimentary to the instructions that
come with Promerge in that fn their disc form they make
gasy to aceess working examples without the tedium of
typing and saving your own. Macei PO Disc Ko. 100 is the
one to go for if you want the Promerge Tutarial.

INTRO

What exactly is mailmerging? We11 we are all afflicted
with it at least once a week by the junk mail that infests
our letterboxes. You know the sort of thing- "Dear Mr.
Blank, you have been chosen to receive.,..major prize....
just buy...... umteen instalments ..." etc. These Tetters
are printed by the thousand and during the printing your
name and address are automatically sxiracted from a
resident database and inserted in the appropriate spaces in
the document. One of the many useful things contained in
Promerge a1lows you to enjoy this facility for yourself,

GETTING STARTED
First of all you should make a printout of the document
files, starting with the README file and {including the
files MAILONE to-MAILFOUR. README is an introduction to the
tutorial, and ONE to FOUR set out to make you thoroughly
profficient in the art of mailmerging. Club Secretaries

please note! S
Maiimerging, as I said earlier, is amongst other things,
the art of inserting information from one file into the
context of another, without causing the computer to have a
vielent attack of hiccups. Promerge, and particularly
Promerge Plus can do atl sorts of other things but we'll
stick to mailmerging for the present, so back to the matter
in hand.

SIMPLE EXAMPLES

Exanples to help you on your way abound on this disc. The
first one, entitled MAILEX.1 gives an example of tha sort
of Tetter beloved of club secretaries. (Fig.1)

The actual letter given in the example file, Mailex.i is
of course somewhat mare extensive thas the example given
here, but I think this is enough to show the type of file
being dealt with, at lsast in the early stages of the
tutorial. However, its presence, and that of a simple
database makes it easy to get stuck into the task of
learning the basics of mailmerging.

Now, it-stands to reason that no red bloodad secretary,
dedfcated though he/she” may be,” is gofng to suffer the

tedium of copying a multitude of letters Tike this when the _

S FIG 1 -
‘Mr. A N Other. -

1 The Street

Any Town

Any Khers

AWS-2WA -

DATE efc..

Dear Mr Gther, -

Re- Membersh1p number 12345RT

Please note that at -the end of this month your
membership ..... ., ete, ete..

Yours sincerely

A ¥ Money
Club Secretary -

..... fo]lowed by an attached renewal form and raturn
address and s0 on . .

CPC 1s fully equiped to do =it~ for you, and this is where
Promerge comes into .its-.own,  with a whole Tot of new
commands to*help . remove the.- drudgery -of havsng to
produce individually addressed letters etc.,

DATABASE

This is the Tile that you must have to make everyth1ng work
and the way to produce this is-explained in Part 1, and set
out for you in the file MAILEX,DAT,

The Swap command comes in useful here so you can refer to
the database - without losing the letter, though Doug omits
to mention fthat CTRL-Y has the same function -but quicker.:
What to do with all this 1is now explained step by step,
interspersed with cautions about - incorrect data accessing,
which I should think we are all familiar with-but-probably
need reminding of from time to time. I think it would be
best to keep the MAILEX.DAT - file Tloaded for swapping-and
change ‘the other MAILEX files as required.

The steps for setting up your command lines, the
instructions that precede vyour letter template, dre laid
out in a wealth of detail and Tead you by-the hand from
step.to step, with several more ‘examples under the MAILEX
filename which shoyld be Tlooked at befare procseding too
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far. Incidentally, you shouid print out MAILONE in program
mede i.e. MAILONE.P, which'is on the disc as well. If you'
try to print the DOC version
variable "&'name'%’ unless

exist. The same applies fo. examples of command lines, the
MATLEX fites, which should alse be printed in program mode.
Use the direct command PROG to alter; and for convenience,
I suggest you print all of these out for easy
reference. Some are quite short so you should get two,

maybe three, to a sheet of A4, Incidentally, the S¥ direct.

command should not be confusad with the S¥ stored command
which configures the printer to Swedish!

FIRST STEPS

Armed With a stereotyped letter and the data base the way
is now open to try mailmerging out for yourself, and the
instructions. set-out gquite clearly what must be done. Don’t
pe suprised if it does't work first time. There's a lot to
remember, so if you cock it up at the start, don't worry,
there are completed files to show you what it should have
been, and with the printing to the screen facility you can
view your efforts without wasting valuable paper. By the
way, concise though the tutor is, you are still advised by
the author to have your Protext/Promerge instruction.books
handy at all times. Remember RTFI (Read the flipping
instructions?).

Having succeeded in transfering your data to the standard
letter, I would endorse Doug. Thompson's recommendation
that you read and practice on Part 1. again-until. you.have
complete grasp of getting data to transfer from one file ‘to
another, before going on to Part 2. My own fears of:extra
leng names causing havec with the layout proved.groundiess
as the Tletters apparently re-formet automatically. You
learn something new every day in this lark. -~ o

SELECTING YOUR ADDRESSEE L T
Part 2. now starts to educate you into the"¢lever bits of
naiimerging. Obviously you would -not: wish to send demands
to dear Aunt Ada for. a club-subscription: just. bhecause she
happened to be included 1in. your -address database, nor:to
people whe have just paid -your last demand,: so: your merging
now has te become selective.

This is a section which does need very careful reading.
There are a multitude of new commands to remember, a lot of
them specific to mailmerging, so you probably won't have
used them before. But, fear not, the instructions are
goncise and not hedged about with technicalities, hut as
always, they need to 'be followed precisely. Once more,
follow the tutorial to the letter and do plenty of hands-on
practice,There ain’t no short cuts! By the same token, when

you have completed your efforts there are again currect]y
assembled files-for you-to look at,

ADDRESS LABELS

This is an ongoing nightmare for anyone who has to send out
multitudes of -tetters/packages at regular inmtervals {ask
Paul) and this is a chore which is examined next in Part 2.
Here _we look._.at printing.. addresses..direct from the
database, but-in this case care must be taken with the page
layout to -make sure .that the  address is positioned

‘the printer will stop at-the .
the & -signs’ are -enclosed n,
parenthesis as they are here, because the variable does not

o FIG.?
BEESAFE ELECRICAL Ltd
1,The.Bee Hive

Heneytown,
Sugarstate
H83 7YH
_ Quotation
Dats 12.11.94 {uotation number 12345
To
Joe Soap
'Scrubbins’
Tub Lans
Hashington
AB12 3CD
Discripticn Totals
Supply and fit security lights
Supply and fit Porch light
. Waterials -~ 109.00
-Labour 55.00°
L VAT-8.17.5 a3 .
Total*Cost e 182 13

---------------------------------------------------------

Terms strlctly 14 Days nett

correctly on the label, and as always examples are given .in
the MAILEX files for you tc compare your work with, I'l]
take this opportunity to suggest that in all cases you
should print out your templates in the first instance, to
make-absolutely sure you are saying what you want to say.
[t's suprisingly easy to overlook glaring mistakes on the

screen that scream at you from the paper.

INVOICING AND QUOTATIONS : :
Now here's an area which will appeal to the self employed
anong you as your. not so friendly bank:-manager tends-to be
lass than contented with --money -spent ~on expensive
letterheads, and customers-do not place much-credence on an
estimate scribbled on-a bit of wrapping paper,

However, it was here, 1 must confess that things started
to go wrong for me. It may be that I'm missing some vital
piece of information in the instructions. I hoge 80,
because every thing has been 0.K. up to date.

First there are rather a lot of printing mistakes-in the
command 1ines .of MAILEX.13 and . %o big deal in itself,
but it spoils ahitherto well written piece. The worst is
a misplaced figure -in the VAT caiculation which would
produce a- result that would send the most. complacent
customer inio hysterics.

But the most annoying thing that I could not seem to find
a solution for is that in the example given, one nas o
enter the print mode to initiate a questionaire which fills
the variables with the information. Fair enough so far, but

on reaching the _end of this questionaire the finished

result 1s ipmediately printed -either - to- screen cr paper,
and all the data is lost so it seems impossible to retain a

Page 22



‘ copy of your 1nvo1ce/quotatxnn fnr future reféréncé"The

same thing occurs if you return to the edit mode to make
corrections to your input: you have to-start all over again:
practising purposes is
conclude. that the
d in a separate file and .
accessed in a different manner to make this a v1abler

at the beginning, which for
endlessly frustrating. I have to
information ould need to be hel

proposttion, and I-think this could have been mentioned, if
only in passing. Buf, all is not Tost,
Promerge manual shows you how to set up a database so you
coutd make your own adaptions. As an exercise in the use of
the 'av' command it is more than adequate, but should not
be regarded as a commercial proposition. §till, the printed
result is quite passable for a small business and the on-
the-spot calculations are a real bonus, (Fig 2)

~0n the subject of caleulaticns, if it concerns money, put
your currency signs, E/§ etc. into the templats, and enter
the figures cnly, -else you'll get an error when the
caiculat1on CORBS Up.

SELECTIVE :MAILMERGING REVISITED.

After the small- -diversion .into 1abels and invoices, in -

Part 3. the tutorial gets back tc the nitty~gritty of
selecting whai you want to appsar in your lstters, and here
you need MATLEXT.DAT a5 - your swap fils. The other MAILEX
files, from 15 gnwards contain & wealth of data on the use
of the multitude of commands . available, and you need to
have yaur Promerge handbook . within reach for refarence as
the combinations get more and more complicated. As always,
work the examples, don't:rely on the written word entirely,
it's easier to-grasp if you see it happen in front of you.

A cautionary word here, Make sure- you enter the Prog.
mode if printing out - the example femolates for referencs,
otherwise your faitnful CPC will seize the database from
the dis¢ and galiop nmadly into the bushes with 2 buffer
full of example letfers which it persists in.printing in
defiance of 4 panic of key oressing. I finished up with a
Tockup-and ‘had “to=start: ‘all aver again! In¢identally, some
of the Tlater . templates  ars, ‘with their command linas,
Tonger than an A4 sheet, so. remove some of the blank ines
bafore printing. .

LOOPING THE LOOP
In its most simple form, the loop is used in mailmerging to
repeat the ubiquitous form letter suitably embellished with
the relevant information from the resident database.

MAILEX.16 demonstrates a slightly more complicated form
of Tooping and is interesting 1in its wuse of the commands
"rp' and 'un’-to set up and print a series of blocks of
data using the 'sv count” command rather like a WHILE/MEND
Toop in Basic. Once nmore, Doug's hands-cn demos coupled
¥ith his readable text makes 1if easy to gst the hang of
what is, on ths face of it, a fairly complicated subject.

[ think you could perhaps get a better result if you
reduced the count to say § to save ingreasing the size of
the database. - : -

MULTI PURPOSE TEMPLATES

Now we get- stuck into the art of making one standard
template perform-a-varisty of functions by laying it out to
encompass different relevant information for members etc.,

Page. 28 of the

" but us1nn the ma11merge prnccess to'sélecfrautnmaticai1y

who gets what, and here I should add anothar cautionary
note. ¥hen the input starts off, as this does, asking for

“the month which identifies the data entries, you must enter

exactly what is on the database. In other words, if you
anter January and the [/Base entry 1is Jan, then nothing

] ;W111 happen and you'll have to start again. Use your Swap
facility-before start1ng

Once again, the "if' command, similar in actjnn to the
IF/THEN Basic -function -is admirably . demofstrated in
MAILEX.17 and .18. These .examgles are by nature all very
similar but are progressive and.-. should all be Tooked at,
and, if you are brave enough, -experimented with. Reading
about it is definitly not enough.

DATA CREATION.

In Part 4, the final part of. this tutorial, Doug touches on
the creatioh of ASCII-files and reminds us that Protext can
read these with sase. In fact, as we all know (we do, don’t
¥e?) a number of databases, spreadshests and the 1ike can
export data.-as- ASCII. files .and - thess can be. accesssd
directly from Protext,-ahd others can be converted.to ASCII
and Toaded to disc for-access as and when required.

Part 4 is'in-fact quite short, merely a rounding up of
the good things that have -gone -before, besides exhorting
you to g0 back and -foock “agatn at -anything you don't
understand. Sound advice -indeed:because, - even with Doug's
gasy to read axp]anations gxperimentation 1is the name of
the game if you're to get a firm gr1p gn the complexities
of successful- na11merg1ng o

OUTRO : i i
Well, there you are. Tutorialstiare:notoriously difficult

things to assess as they do not.'da". things ih. the same way

that utility programs do. They only point the erstwhile

student in. the direction . that.=the tutor -thinks fe/she

should ga, If you aré-—-into--writing :reams of letiers of

similar content to Jots=of:peaple; and you'use Protext then

Promerge and this tutorial s :the:-way-to go. The Promerge

instruction book and this: enhancement def1n1tely go hang in

hand very well together, o

My own parsonal view, for what 1t § worth, and I write as
a complete tyro-on matters of importance whers computing
and word proccessing. are. concerned, is - that “while the
Promerge instruction book s a’ wondarfully comprehansive
treatise on the art in question, it is difficult to follow
when you're-.trying something out for  the first time,
especially as the example pages in the back of my copy
appear -to ba printed out of order!

Mailmerging is a powerful tool in the Prnmerge kit and-
even if you're not into secretarial pastimes or given to
handing out estimates to all and sundry, there-are sure to
be other uses that will spring to mind after-working your

~way through the myriad of examples that Doug Thompson has

worked out to-accompany the words and music. There are &
few -typing errors, but -so - what? It’s readable and
informative and that's all that matters. - :

I found it a great help in wading through the highly
detailed verbiage that confuses the mind ‘in the instruction
book and things are much clearer now. Highly recommended.

Ron Trett

pPage 23



Iﬁ%@[

THE PAST

By Ron Izett

Ye Gods! What have I let myself in for? He, one-time Sapper R.E.trained never to
volunteer for anything other than cookhouse duties (the grub was better) and a
dedicated non-joinar of anything, have actually accepted the impossible task of

me, I'll do me best.

FRONT COYERS

There were® thirtsen covers
and marvel &f,
WACCT 2.

Several of them portrayed our one
and only Clive in a variety of poses.
M4 this tip the balance for the
revelations yet to come? Read on,

Some of them were a bit hard to
place in context with the contents of
the mag: however, what modern magazine
cover ever refers specifically to the
contents? On the whale; qu1te good and
getting better. :

te Took
including a re-issue of

INSIDE FROHT COVER

¥e11, what can I say? AD1 this latent
talent
just waiting to be phoned, written-to,
and generally pastered by all of us.
Purveyors of free advice, and keepers
of the holy word on just about
gverthing that bothers you. And a list
of contents to boot. Can- you ask for
nora? Of course you can. You can even
find out who to blamefpraise for the
aforementioned front covers. So there!

THANX AND STUFF

January saw the celebration of Clive's
25th anniversary as editor (issues,
not years) with his -thanks to alt you
background fielpers. There- was .a plea
for shareware users t¢  pay up.
cquestion: how do you send cash out of
the country?>. There was a change of
printer to an Epson Stylus 800 -inkjet
and it showed.

February sadly recorded ihe death of _

David- Carter- overshadowing  WACCI's
T8th birthday. There ware donations of

. noan,-Dartsma- disappeared,

in -umpteen named :varietiaes, .

-~ following_in_Paul's footprints(prints-get. 7t7). Oh well, never mind. Bear ¥ith

mags, tapes, and books: the book
Tibrary passed from Steve Les to John
Bowley, and Patrick Dunne snuck orf to
angther part of the country. Dire
warnings were issued about dealing
with AVATAR and Phil Craven which
still hold good.

March had  Clive explaining the
demands on his time, and anather
warning about this Craven fella.

Did you fall for Clive’s Aprit Fool
gag? Own up at the back, you Tot, 3"
discs got scarce, Clive had a bit of &
and Doug
Webb took over -the PD Library. :

There was .talk of a WACCI-ite
convention, and more warnings, --this.

Jtime QUANTUM -was ~ the -culprit. Caveat

Emptor.

In August the dreaded axe fell, and
the Honourable Clive finally had to
give up as Editor. Thirty-one issuss
is a record that's going to take some
beating. Hail and fareweil Clive,
you're a hard act to follow.

Sept/October saw Paul Dwerryhouse

firmly in the hot seat, and the
eviction of the Protaprint gremlins

that plaguad the previous issue. Mike

Lyons continued to be poorly so Angie

Hardwick took over Fair Comment. Guess

gho-had to do some rapid explaining

about writing to strange women !

November staried badly for Paul with
a death in the family, -the Fabulous
Index arrived, the Firmware Guide was
available once more, and voluntesrs
were asked for again, which accounts

for me wr1t1ng this. , .
“the end- of a somewhat

And §0-

gventful HACCI year, a year full of

©street, .

_...staggering, and what
freely and-unstintingly - given.

changes, in spite ~of - which your
magazine somehow managed to remain the
WACCI we all know and love. Paul’s
Christmas wishes graced . the hallowed
pages, and my thoughts in particular
were filled with sympathy for his dear
tady on her nightshift duties. I
worked nightshift continuously for
thirty years, and if the bloke next
door had known what [ thought of him,
he would have sold his mower and
emigrated !

3" discs continued to be in short
supply, and there was news of more
goodies from Peter Campbell of
Campursoft. John Bowley took over as
Pubtic Domain MasterLibrarian <whew!>
and Bob - Miller began - to compile a

2 .membership 1ist -combining names with
.areas. You never Xnow,-

there might be
an unknown WACCI -member - in . the next

WAVE folded, but RADICAL software
appeared to blossom under the aegis of
Angela Cook. Distinctly a case of many
Cooks improving the “broth® as far as
WACCL is concarned.

Last but not Tleast, THANX & STUFF
finished the year with Paul’s thanks
etc, to- us helpsr§, oglutions for
punishment that we are, and I for one
apreciated being apreciated <ah?»

FAIR COMMENT
fhat a Pandora’s Box this turned out
to be.. A multitude of queries and
answers about things you can do with a
CPC which, as a dedicated non-techie
as far as computers are concerned,
never failed to amaze me, and, I
suspect, a lot of other people too.
The wealth of knowledge that exists
out there, considering the relatively
few CPC owners left, was absolutely
is nore, it was
Not a

query appeared in the pages, but an
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accredited expert figurativly put pen
to paper to try to, and nost times
succeeded in sorting it all out,

There were patches and pokes and

-mini-progs, and as always, just plain
conversational letters that put "flesh
on the bones® of the names we never
meet. <Parkaps we ought to have a
"Rogues Gallery”™ to go with the well
known names?»

To attempt to single out a more
interesting letter than most s
virtually impossible for me, so I'l}
pass on that.-After all, in some cases
Mike Lyon's reply was more interesting
than the Tlstter! PRi1 Craven (aptly
named don't you think) continued to
receive castigation from members, The
man must have the hide of an elephant,

Towards the end of the year, Mike
had to give up Fair . Comment through
ill-health (temporarily, we hopa) and
Paul took on the task of replying to
letters on top of his newly assumed
Editorship.. In the event, = Angie
Hardwick took on the burden of typing
and collating letters. for Paul to
answer,

I think the - great thlng about Falr
Comment is the way it provokes people
who would perhaps not be given to
airing their views in public as- a
rule, to put pen to papar in an effort
to help others that they do not know,
and probably will never neet.. Yery
few, if any, set out to castigate the
target of their writings, with or
without good cause, -and the enormous
reservoir of unwritten expertise has
to be sampled to be believed. Angela
Cook’s - reply to Patrick Hanlan,
regarding his opinion of. -Amstrad
hction mapazine was a prime example,
straight to the point yet polite and
well crafted. I shall stand well back,
and took for more of the same next
[this year.

"Rubbar bandaid" for disc drives was
a frequently ocouring subject, and
gven as’ I write, my friendly
neighbourhood video man mentionsd a
balt dressing for ¥ideo drives which
purports to roughen - the . belt to
improve the grip. Sorry, thai’s afl I
know about it.

The vexed subject of re-inking
printer ribbons reared it's uply
(print) head again with the inevitable
¥D 40/Endorsing ink controversy. So,
if you're not 100% sure then don't
do it! Print heads are expensive.

S0 there you are. Go back and
rummage around, -there's sure to be
something you've  overlooked or
forgotten in the - course of the year,
and- 1 you jealously hoard your ¥ACCIs
the way I do, that's no hardship at
atl, g

COKIEHTAHY
Singularly unqualified as I an to
comment on other people’s works, if
I've trodden on anybody's corns in the
subsequent passages I can only say
sorry, I'nm trying to get my weight
down.

S0, delving into the merry month of

January, issde 74 no Tess, we found
Keith Hortimer discoursing en the
subject of anagrams <  knew her

brother Tellys. Man Tilling returned
with apologies, - and . Paul reviewed
PRO-EXT by Richard -Fairhurst. Hugh
Keir enjoyed a visit to an AN
Computers Fair and felt constrained to
¥rite about it. George Ho-Yow produced
a Morsa decoder and -said kind words
about me in the process. Thanks
George, the chequa's in the post.

The ZENE ngeds 1it%tle comment from
ancients like me: I'm not sure I
understand the  Tanguage, Clive
continued to poke about in M/C code
and Paul found time to review yst
angther program from Sentinel - THE
ULTIMATE SPRITE SEARCHER ar TUSS by
Richard Wilding. Highly recommended..

February (75) was graced by last
years Blast from the Past xAp
comparisons per-Teases and all. -your
old favorites flavoured with .2
discourse by Chris Green on NC 200
Notepad Computers, and a CP/M genm for
all you clever-clogs who dabble in
stch mystaries, ;

A funny from Clive set March (76)
off to a good start plus some morg
goodies - for- M/C - code  aficienados,
George Ho-Yow gave us.a 1ift, and John
R. Hudson wrote the definitive rundown
on PIP, Not to be outdone, Chris Green
produced an exposition of the MS 800
008, while Anthony Jordan confused us
all by using. pound signs for
spaces. (In ny-pockets .read spaces-for
pounds!} WACCI Re-visited circled back
to ‘August.: 1989, - and - there were
continued pokings into CP/Mt.

Nith April ~{77) things changed a
bit. Some of the regulars took a Dreak
and lat some new light in, except-for
Richard-Snith who preferred to sit in
the:dark muttering about clocks. Peter
Clement assisted 'by Hamilten (¥I)
Anstrad Club . discoursed delightfully
on -damaged. discs, <Cap fhat!>. GREAT
WACCI. SEAIES -OF - YEARS GONE BYEEE
appeared for -the first ftime, with
Alistair Scott's definitive exposure

of that terrifying .additive to the
GPC, BANKMAM, Kindly (Clive stuck one
of my odd ramblings in, Stamper
Metcalf had a Took at - DES by

Campursoft, and Paul found a Window to
lock through at some fonts. PIP came
to a conclusion; Bob Moffat joined the
movers and:s] Eers and there was more
CR/Ms. 5

- 0f course, 1n -amongst -all these
treasures . John. Bowley struggled
manfullyfio;iiil'athe Competition Spot
each™ Month "with. mind bogglers and
aquire prizes for them that bothered
to-enter. Good on yer, John: -

May (78) -was, as we had -come to
expact, filled "with all- the usual
masterpieces, plus reviews of large
format drives, yet another print
anhancer; more ¢lock tips (ticks?) and




the magic of Macros explained by David
Liggins, Didn't o much for my
Macrocarpa! For them as felt the naed
there was a few notes on diaphragm
switches Mo, Ladies, nothing for you
here, this is a fampily magazine.>

Come June {79) we had Chris Green
locking at  ‘essential
although he didn’t mention that other
gssential, pounds and pence.

Hamitton Amstrad Club were there
with other regulars, V¥bb; LD A4,CODE;
Moving  Experience - etc. plus new
thoughts from Tony Jordan on K/C code
in Basic,hints -on SUPERCALC, and of
course the continuing BANKMAN saga. To
top it all- Harry Gubby added scme

- useful-hints-on-printing-disc iabelsg. - -

The third -and ~final part of - the
BANKMAN epic appeared in July {80}, 2
worthy epic - indeed, - LD A,CODE,Vbb,
and. the Competition Spot:-ail graced
the pages as usual, -and Richard-Smith
continued to  flounder: around:. In The
Dark. Bob Moffatt served -up-a further
portion of his moving:-story:-and C. J.

Sonnack titilated/cenfused - our
tottering senses with a iist of
Comns/Email abbreviations. Come back

Shakespeare, a1l -is forgiven. The
making of the INDEX was explained in
gasy stages, and John Bowley ventured
into the review business with a run-
down on The BRITISH MWAPS LIBRARY for
WicroDesign by Creative Technology.
Sounds like a useful oroggie for
students and geography buffs. David
Liggins re-appeared with a look -at
memory management (I could dp -with
some of that) and .Isobel Swade
proclaimed her Tove for the CPC, and
showed it by writing a futuristic
fantasy on it.

And so to August (B1) with Richard
Smith in the dark with his clock ticks
<I've heard of - sheep- ticks, but this
is ridiculous.> The. Book:Library Index
sa the Vight of “-day ¢ Ftesy of John
Bowley, but WIth__nq rizes for using
it, Vbb gccupied its sual slot and a
re-print - of *_ .Peter  Cerescle's
ruminations un the WOnders ot Protext
began.

There was news of & CPC Emutator for
those misguided folk piven 1o dabbling

¥ith PC's, and Stuart Gascoagne sought
ot sort outs, ¢Yuks

And then there was PARADOS reviewed
and dissected by Bob Miller. If-you're
a large drive fan this might just be a
PARA-PET. Chris Green looked at

" add-ons”

David -<Crookes,

‘quicker!

RAMBASE -and & re-print from December

1989 - had Cltve telling us of the
fonders of VDE.

With. Paul Dwerryhouse now firmly
grasping the reins, WACCI Sep/0ct (82)
took- on a  slightly different
appearance,  and yet  remained
gssentially the sams. We had a
slightly inexplicable page titled ZEN,
and a page extracted from the NI
Wicrocomputer Club Inc. magazine.

There was 2 naw venture, The Market
Stall, presided over by Angie Hardwick
complete with fiat cap and hessian
apron, a dissertation on the vagiaries
of W0 II's printer driving, more about
Protext, how to boot CR/M from drive
B, -and converting your art-masterpiece
to ASCII- characters., And there was
MORE. "The .PD “:scene. was looked at by
Hoving with Moffatt
rubbed . shoutders With o Stuart's
Al1{gorythms) SUrts, perhaps  the
}iquortes-variety would move Bob a bit
-Peter G, - wrote Clearnedly
about DU in -December 1989 and - got
reprinted fere, and Frank Neatherway
finished off the Making of the INDEX.

The days got shorter and November
WACCT (83) fulfilled its promise of
more goodies to come, Stuart's sorting
got quicker, Y¥bb returned with Alan
Tilling having received the DIY
equivalent of a - Long #ard Stare!
Anyway Bannister is  linked to
computers by the "RUN" command. <Think
gboyt 7t.> There was a step-By-step
tutorial . “@n labelling = -with
WicroDesign, Bob Moffatt was thers-as
ever, the Clock in the Dark still
failed to make time {I -think), and
Richard Duggan reviewed. a neycomer on
the CPC sgene, Richard - Avery's
“Another World DISCIINE'. There was
more from -Peter about Protext, and
Angies - stail . was -~ piled high with
bargains. More PD was looked at and
Trevor Lawrence-was: on hand o help
with those forgotten proggie names.

And s, reluctantly the year drew to
a close with December's delightful
discourses by our regular contributors
<1t’s them blessed allsorts fhat keep
C'em that way> and  John continued fo
produce competitions to  which I
cculdn’t put answers. Life's a bind
sometimes, -ain't 1t? Even Alan Tilling
got inte the act, but he did at least
give us the answers, even if you did
have to stand on your head to read
them,

On a more sertous note, Pater
Ceresole finished his dissertation on
the pleasures of playing with Protext,
with the challenge to one and all to
do some playing for ourseives. ¥itn .
any luck this might produce some
suprises- in the near future.

GPAINT  was looked at in a
favourable 1ight by Richard Avery, in
spite of its words and music being in
German, A sort of ‘colours sans
frontieres’ if you 1ike, followed by
the tentative promise
tutorial. Watch this space!

Angela Cook did ~a first = for WACCI
whan she interviewed Rob - Buckley and
gave Radical Software -2 gentle plug in
the process.. An . interesting deviation
from the usual nmagazine content, and
ong that holds promise of good things
to come if she . can - manage -to talk to
the right pecple. Like #Alan Sugar for
instance. Sorry, -just dreaming.

_There ~was -anothar .goody - from
Campursoft, which you could have got
for 25% off 1f-you ‘were quick off the
mark, and David Crookes had a ook at
two PO proggies designed to help you
with your keyboard skills, always
supposing you hadn’t any to start

with,

Sorting with Stuart finally got to
the end:  then having 'got everything
straight in our/my mind confused the
issue by mentioning  that som
computers don’t use ASCIL, . but some
other -benighted -code. It was all very
upsetting:and T:had te go and 1ie down
for a-whiles. v ..

‘TheMakket: :$tall was a Vtcttm of
it's--‘own . success, and - had
(figuratively) move to larger premtses
with a plea from Angie not- to ring
before 8,00pm on account of having to
feed and bed down the young.

Te round it a1l up, Stewart Peppiatt
reviewed a book/disc called 'The Basic
Idea” by Sean McManus, obtainabie from
Campursoft, about which he seemed to
me to be Yess than enthusiastic,
though to be fair, he did concede that
there were-a lot of good points in it.
Definitely a case of suck 1t and. see,
T ghould think.

SUMMING UF .

On the whole a good year again,

despite the setback of Clive's
resignation as Editor, and Mike’s
ongoing —~il1-health. 1 - thought I

detected a subtle change in the

Page 26

of an aris -



flavour

of WACCI not somethrng I
could put my f1nger on, and certainly
not to the detriment 0f the contents,

indeed,.
that . a11owed more artigles -to be
printed that brought about. this
feeling of change. 0r it may have been
the sudden realization that —however
good it-is, a club cannot run on
complacency: member's support 1§ what
makes or breaks 1it. Whatever it was,
it was all to the good.

NEED T SAY WORE?

I suppose I'd better so I'11 stick my
neck out <rft’s a fturnip on a stick
really> and mention my individual
likes-and dislikes if -I can find any,
It's all so good, you see. < fhave to
say that or Paul and Clive will set
about me, as they say in these parts.»
I shall plead that these -are the
jottings of a not very computer-
oriented individual, whose opinions
probably have no relevance in . todays
ongoing technology. In other words, I
was a Tate starter at this game and
I'm not sure I shall ever catch up. So
here goes, some dislikes first.

ARTWORK

Now here's an area which in my humble
opinion could do with 2 smarfen up.
Considering the profusion of scanners
and art packages and -the like to pe
had, some of the drawings left.a lot
to be desired. WNot. &1l -1. hasten to
add, but enough to be disappointing.
There is a certain - schoolboyish
scribble about some of them . that
doesn’t sit well with the contents of
the magazine. As fo quantity, about
right I should think, so many mags are
swamped with clever-ciever artwork to
the .detriment of the editorial
content. (AA for one) -

HUMOUR

Very neccessary in my humble opinion,
to oprevent the magazine  beseming
bogged down by people droning on about

this and that highly technical
something or other, and baring the
pants off us all. Sut, I feal that

humour needs to be subtle to titilate
the senses, and some of the peculiar
ramblings that graced the preambles to
a number. of the articles tended io
confuse rather -than amuse, $till, it's
clean, or at Teast I hope it is, So
nuff said.

_GEHEHAL LCONTENT
N comp1a1nts here.

1% may be only the-extra-pages .
'neccessary, with - a

Early on, the
fnsertion‘cf the Tibrary 1ists seamed
ta take up-fore - room -than¥as really
“reduction  in
editoridl” content as a result, bt as

that has now been attended to. T'11 sa. -
no more. Not being a gangs buff the.
Zene didn’'t do very much-for me, but -

once more that's a personal view and
not to be paid much attention to. The
many reviews were appreciated although
I thought that a number of these
programs seemed to partly duplicate

others that are already known and

loved and I have to confess to
wondering if I needed them at all.,

Articles on M/C code abounded and 1. ”

did promise myself I would read,
Tearn, and inwardly digest ¥ncle
Clive's valiant efforts - to explain it
all, but my Maxam 1.5 ROM continues. fo
gather dust in the back of the CPC,
and the instruction ~book is turning
yellow at the sdges.

LIKES

John Bowley's Competition Spot was
very enjoyable even if 1. never.got
round to actually sending .in .the
answers, probably because there was
always one I coeuldn’'t pet. Alan
Tilling's Basic Basic was about. my
jevel, and full of Tlittle goodies that
you tend t¢ forget about, and George
Ho-Yow's Inspiration articles are just
that, <Where's he gone, Fd?» °

- The features I Tiked very much were
the re-prints of  bygone  WACCI
articles, refreshing the areas of my
somewhat leaky memory that have become
overwritten, I was especially pleased
with the series on Bankman, as I have
three sets of dinstructions including
the official one and they'rs all
different. Perhads 1 can get my heart
high enough to use the extra RAHM now.

Peter feresole never fails  to
delight with his writings and the re-
printed articles on the glories of
Protext were very interesting to say
the Teast.

CP/M is another of the mysteries I
have failed to grasp over the years,
though I have used soms -of its
functions from time to time, se I feel
perhaps that I  should avoid any
gomments except to say that if the
articles were in WAGCI then they must
fe good. (I'm a well-known coward),

In the beginning I wasn't too sure

what Bob

though - naturally it

Moffatt was .. on- about,
although I Tiked the header, and -then
I thought, we do™ need a little .ight

-feliet. to stop us- gett1ng stodgy don t

we, so.1 -felt could ™ g1ve my
qua!1f1ed approva1 after aJl.

Wingled in with all thess good1es
were a-muititude of the hints and tips
that ~people - -casually mention- in
passing, and which turn out to be just
the solution you were looking for. And
the moral of that is: rsad every word.
fou don't know what you might miss,
especially in“Fair Comment.

I'n probably” not qualified to
comment on Isobel Swade's excursion

.. intp-science fiction, mainly because I
- have been-an..aficionado: - of -the genre

since.- the. late ~'30s, . weaned and
brought up on such giants as Isaac
hsimov, Brian Aldiss and the wonderful
American -“pulp”- . magazines;-Astounding
Staries edited by - the - lats John
Cambell,and Amazing . Stories fo name
but a few, so, as nmy fiastes are not
suited to critical comment I'11 just
say “keep up the opood work Isabal, we
need all the lady contributors we can
get -
I was pleased 10 see a sudden 1nflux
of new articles-towards the end of the
year on a :variety of subjects, and
Angie’s-Market §tall seems to be an
idea.worth; cu1t1vat1ng, gspacially as
the CPC- suppllers .get thinner. on .the
ground . I:=4ag+-especially pleased with
Stuart. Gasco1gne s sorting exposition,

Ft's a subject . that - I've never fully

understood-or -been: able to get -to work
properly,

QUTRG .

¥hat . more gan . 4 say? The answer 1o
that is “not & lot"-I suppose. I found
the editorial mix ~ to be about right,
tended to De
better some months, but that's true of
any periodical, and it certainly never
descended to the mediocre, in the way
that so many - so-called -computer
magazines have -done in the past.

[ think what- I liked .more than
anything was the lack of condescention
in the articles, even . the nmors
technical expositions. So -many writers
make you feel that if you're not.a
B.sc or . equivalent you really
shouldn't be reading their pearls of
wisdon, It was, on the whole, jolly
good--stuff and -F'm -looking forward to
next year and more of the same. <Aons

¥
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SYSTEM USER'S MANUAL

Yelcome to another Iittle piece that Andy Frame found Iying around on an Aniga

disc. WACCT can'T give credit o the author “a§ he is na( known but neveriheiess
en]oy wbaf perhaps sﬁauid ﬁeve been rn the CR/H manuals’

HUTICE : -

This Software’ Information may conta1n
code which has not been: fu]ly testad,
Use this 1nformat1on with d1scretion

and care.-

INTRO
Please stop submitting requests for
alterations to the operating system.
This is our system, we designed it, we
built it, and we use - it more than you
do. If there are some features you
think might be missing, 1if the system
isn't as effective as you think it
could be, TOUGH! Give it back, we
don't need you. Ses figure ona,
Forget about your silly . problem,
let's take a look at some of the
features of the operating system,

1) OPTIONS

. We've got lots of them. So many in
fact, that you need two strong pecple
to carry the documentation around. So
many that it will be a cold day in
Hell before half of them are used. $o
many that you are probably not going
to do your work right anyway.

However, the number of options isn't
all that important, betause we picked
some interesting values for the
options and called them...

?2) DEFAULTS _

We put a lot of thought into our
dafaults. We 1ike them. TIf we didn't,
we would have made something else the
default. So keep your cotton-picking
hinds off our defaulis. ™
Consider them- mandatory. “Mandatory
defaults” has a nice ring to it.

Dont" t "tolch.

If you change them and your system
crashes tough See frgure ane

3) LAHGUAGE PHOCESSORS i
They work just fing: They take “in
source, and often produce object files
as a reward for your efforts. You can
gyen make operating system calls from
them. For any that you can’t, use the
assembler 1ike we do. You don't like
the code? Too bad!

We spoke to the language processor
developers about this, and they think
a lot like we do. They said, "See
figure one.”

FIGURE 1.

— o —— im ——

e — o m
hY

4] DEBUGGERS

We've got debuggers, one we support
and one we use. You shouldn't make
mistakes anyhow; it is a waste of

“time; and we don’t - want  to - hear

anything about debuggers; we're not

interested. See figure one.

5) ERROR LOGGING

Tonore it, why give yourself an uicer?
You don't want to give us the machine
to get the problem fixed, and we
probably can’t do- it anyway. Oh, and
if something breaks between 17:00 and
16:00 0r 9:30 and. 10:30 or 11:30 and
13:30 0r 14:30.and. 15:30 p]ease don't
yaste your time calllng us, we're out
See: frgure ane ' ,

6] COMMAND LANGUAGE

We designed it ourselves. It's
perfact. We like it so much we put our
name on it: CCL - Cyber Control
Language, In fact we're so happy with
it, we designed it once for each of
our operating systems. We even try to
keep it the same from release to
release; but sometimes we blow it, we
can’t be perfect. See figure one.

7) REAL TIME PERFORMARCE

¥e'got 1t. W¥ho else could have done

such a.good job? So the system seems &

bit-sluggish with all those priority

70-tasks, no. problem, just make them
all priority one.

‘Anyway, realtime isn't important
like it used to be, we changed our
group’s name te¢ get rid of the word
realtime, and we told all our realtime
users to see figure one a long long
time ago.

QUTRO

In conclusion, stuff ~your requests.
Love our system or Teave it, but don’t
complain about it!

If you have a favourite compufer
| funny story then send 1t along -for-
all te enjoy. Paul
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e

tries to veview a printer hut ends up with

nate work than he hargained for,

W ,

Tt's said that a fool and his Monet are soon parted. Well I haven't goi a painter
but I have a pr:nter - but enly just, About 75% of what follows is true or false.

I'm sorry but I can't remember which.

RUDOLPH VALENTINO, PRINTER

Youngest son has Teng suffered an old
Star printer. He hasn't suffered in
silence. Dot matrix - printer owners
never 4o0. Unlike his oldser brothers,
neither of whom can write (but who
seem to type at about 3COwpn), and his
sister, who has such a neat hand that
sha only prints wher she wants te look
messy or make a social statement,
youngest - son  actually sends . us
letters, weekly. Such persistence in
the face of adversity- should ‘not go
unréwardad - well
him a few weeks ago.

THE TIME OF DAWN
University seems tg have broken up
about five years ago since when the
lad has. been taking part in work
gxperience. In a moment of weakness I
had offered to run (sorry, 1'11 type
that again, drive him! ‘to work, 2
miles from home, I would then have to
re-trace my tracks for a mile to get
to the office, but ‘what the heck. The
trae horror dawned Titerally. He had
to clock in at 7 30 ;

CLEANERS IEAP : '
The cleaners resented my intrusion
into their hitherto “empty building: 1
can’t say T - blame - them
Pledge a desk so that things piaced on
it slide gracefully off.if the desk is
already-cluttered—with the boss and
his coffee. If things don't skid onto

that's “what I to]d

“Service who

. You can't: -

to pick up

the floor there's Tittle

and less to read.

MALE SHOT

Adninistration were faced with a
different . problem. Sworn never to

place anything in the "in' tray until
well discussed, recorded, filed and in
all probability answered, they found
my morning chats with Dai the Post
disconcerting. I was actually getting
ny own mail, and first hand at.that:
This actually - doubled my .work as.l

found fyself dedling with things T had

previously been sheltersd from. .. . .

RING MAIN

Security were not impressed, John the
Piug removes all plugs from sockets at
slose of play. Three groups pay him to
do so. South Wales Elsciricity have
read Thurber and realise his aunt had
a point, Amps do lsak out of empty
sockats. John wmust also get & back
handsr from Alan. Alan inspects the
plugs every six months for damage,
wear and tear caused by Jofn doing his
rounds. I pay Alan to do this. 1 also
pay John to remove the plugs. By day
John works for the Establishment Fire
t211 me “to remove the
plugs. I pay the Fire Service to tell
me to do this,

KITSCH IN ZINC?
On the overtime generated by waiting
for me or my predecessors to leave

ol apetiasa 7

Bob Moffatt

work John, has - cornered. an Australian
2inc . ming- and -most of the . Canary
time-share operation. Or so he told
me. 1. prefer. budgerigars and could
afford to buy one - outright should the
need arise.As I Teft with everyone
else John advised -that I -was looking
exhausted and should have a good lie-
in pext morning. 1 would then be able
to work late : ‘

KEY lAIT -
Other effects. taok a- 1ittle longer 10
develop. On.the: first day-our journey
to work - was . uneventful. Clear.-roads
(apart from.olé.Owen on -his.bike) as
one would -expect in ‘Wales . at T:15,
neant that we arrived: a 1ittieearly.
Son was droppad off on the doorstep of
a dark and Tocked --building - to-await
the arrival of ~the -Key . holder. As I
drove back to the ~office a gentle
stream of cars passed -in’the opposite
direction. A:few waves;: a few scowls;
a few stares of b ank d1sbel1ef

RITES OF PASSAGE

The -second.. day; eschewing John's
advice :and honouring my promise o son
I 1eft home .2t the same-time, Quen was
a-little further . down ths-:road as [
overtook him. 1 try:to drive carefully
but the tranguility of -this.area can
lead to a 1ittle rear mirror negiect.
The driver of-the red Fissta which was
trying to overtake us both made signs
which suggested that two cars-abreast
were too many on that cormer. By the
time I got to the gate-house  the
Fiesta was “there, I drove past and
dropped son at the empty Huilding.
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Driving back to the office the traffic

in the other direction was quite

dense, A few waves. Wost people seemed

to turn their faces away. 0dd.

CONFITURE DE RENAULT

By the end of the week there was a
dramatic change. W¥e started to get
tied up in traffic jams. Held up by
queuss of cars at the gate-house and
by the time we arrived at his work the
building was indeed open and son was
Tate to work,

FRUIT OF MY LIONS
Over the weekend '1- had a man-to-man
chat with son. 'You can have my

“printer-and-1-11—upgrade. ~Don’t tell~

mum, she'l1l ki1l me.' Gratitude does
not come easily to the youth of today.
I admit he weeded ~the garden, picked
up the wind-fall apples and - put out
the dustbins but my -shoes were not
polished. Some of the- tips-he gave me
for ‘'Lords of Chaos' were a bit
dubious as well, lions are not much
use in scenario three.

LIFE CYCLE

Tha next Monday we left home a little
earlier, just to beat the traffic
jams. Owen, who was looking well with
a healthy giow in his cheeks, had
almost reached the gate-house by the
time we overtook him, otherwise the
traffic was back. to normal. A Fiesta
blocked the spot where I normally drop
son off but he tells me “he made the
fime c¢lock. Heading back to the office
the drivers of the on-coming cars,
only a trickle, tgnored me.

RIGHT OF PASSAGE

Tuesday was hell. A sweaty, ruddy Owen
had stopped at the gate-house to draw
breath. ¥ell I presume that is what he
was doing. His bicyle lay in the road,
wheels still . turning- and parked
somexhat  inconsiderately in my
opinion, and he was leaning against
the gate-house mopping “his. brow with
what appeared to ba laver-bread.
Friends from the  cars blockéd by the
bike were obviously congratulating him
on his new found fitness and offering
tips. I pulled out of the traffic jam,
overtaking the Fiesta and drove in
through the exit gate. I was so busy
xatching Owen-siide- down —-the wall-to
rest his legs that I hardly noticed
the Transit, full of grim-faced and

bigary eyed cleaners, which was

bearing down on me.

Son deposited at the empty building

1 drove back past the gate-house
towards the office. The owner of the
red Fiesta seemed to have ideas above
his station and tried to stop me
getting past the gite ambulance crew
who were having a drill by the gate-
house, blue 1ights flashing. I signed
to him to come and see me at 1400
hours. He confirmed w%ith & similar
sign but failed to turn up. He must be
disciplined. $o must the keyholder of
the building ny son works in, it
wasn't opened until gone Bam,

“.SON SET

¥o soon setfled in to our new routine.
It meant getiing up a little earlier
but “traffic ~seemed -to have ~been
restored -to normal. - Owen must - be on
leave. Son's building seems to be open

and working . when ~we arrive. I must

congratulate the foreman.

SOCKET TO ME

On Friday I was woken in the office at
Tpm by John the Plug. I can recall
signing Owen's ’Get Well' card
gtraight after Tunch, but all this
gxtra work seems to be piling up. I
mist have dropped off. John apologised
for waking me. He explained that
normally he wouldn't have done so but
he and Wendy were off to Cardiff to
catch the 0500 to Tenerife the next
day. ‘If T would sign the overtime form
and hand in my keys it would, -indeed,
heip a lot.

LOSE CANON .
Qver the weekend, between bouts of
napping to catch up -on lost steep, I

consulted 'Computer Shipper’ to find a
-printer which might replace my BJ 10ex

¥hich son was now intent on removing
fron .me at the end of his work
experience, I was pretty sure that I .
couldn't afford a Taser and knew that
the noise of a dot matrix would drive
me up the wall - 4 vyears with the
wondarful DMP 2000 had made me so deaf
that my hearing has  only just
recavered. That meant that my next
printer would have to be an inkjet.
Having run a Canon for a couple of -
years without the slightest problam it
seemed the way ahead was to get a Bl
10sx, a BJ 200, a BJ 230 or one of the
BJ300 series.

BREAD LINE

1'd had a BJ 33¢ at work in my last
job-and it seemed - to gobble up desk
space. It would never fit in my hijou
study. The only thing to do was to
ring, "What Ford Electronics'. I picked
them because I -have used them before
and found them helpful - {unless you go
to their shop on- Saturday morning.
They are so helpful that queuves reach
Chorleywood). I also know where their
shop is, It might be a Tong way from
Pending but 1 know how to get there
and throw bricks through the windows
if I am unhappy.

OUTRO
(A heading 1 hate but-a tribute to
clive.) «¢fell it like it is Bob - I'm
Tistening ~Paul»»> The man at What Ford
¥as most helpful. He told me ..... - But
wait! I know this was meant to be a
printer review but it's now Monday,
0600 hours. Time to Tleave for work if
I an to miss the traffic jams.

Bob Moffatt

This excellent

computers.
and features.
only £1.00 per

Send eijither FOUR

8BIT MARK

publication
to serve not just the
It contains adverts,
The 20 A4
issue
bi-monthly. You can
for that price as well.
25p stamps or a
cheque/postal order payable to BA WATSON
to the following address:
BBIT MART, "Harrowden”,
Sutton-in—-the~Isle, Ely, Cambs, CB6 ZRA.

have

is designed
CPC but all 8 bit
articles
page mag costs
and it comes out
a free advert

39 High Street, . ..
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