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with an Epson LQ300 for the graphics.
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BOB MOFFATT, 01454 329875
Weekends only please.
Masterfile II1I, Mastercale
Qualitas and Protext.

FRANK FROST, 01983 882197
Isle of Wight, 4pm to 10pm
VDE, CP/M, Protext and
WACCI Services.

MALCOLM BRABBIN, 01502 716344, Suffoelk
8pm to lipm but not Saturdays. Basic programming .

1AN NEILL, 01926 337708, 6pm to 10pm, Warwickshire
Eprom blowing, Hardware, Electronics and more.

MARK STEWART, 01773 B2259%, Belper, 8pm to 10pm,
PAW Adventure Creator, Basic and general help.

NIGEL MELLS, 01784 211734, Ashford, tape to disc
problems, Basic programming and a general natter.

MIKE LYONS, 01942 259942, Wigan, Basic, Stop Press
Dk'tronics Speech Synth and help with Sunset.

STUART GASCOIGNE, 0272 831361, Bristol, Basie,
Machine code, PD Discs 19 to 36.

JOHN HUDSON, 01484 423252, Huddersfield. MOII,
CP/M, Wordstar/Newword, dBASE, CP/M PD, CPC-PCW-PC

JOHW BOWLEY, 01733 702158, Peterborough.
PD/Bock Libraries and WACCI OMBUDSMAN.

CLIVE JACKSON, Cobol, Bamic, Bankman, Sorting,
File Handling and Applications programming.
37 Essex Road, Stamford, Lincs, PE9 1LG

RICHARD AVERY, Tasword 464, GPaint, Another World.
35 Marlborough View, Cove, Farnborough, GU14 9YA

NIC RAYNER, 0BS5S0 992747 (mobile) Manchester
CPC Emulators on the PC.

PHILIF DiRICHLEAU, 01522 511608 (That's me)
Powerpage 128, G-Paint, Tasword, PD Utilities,
Basic Programing and quite a lot else as well.
Just don't call me after lipm.

ARTHUR/ANGELA COOK, 01903 206739, Sussex
Tape Library, Repairs, General CPC and Natter
All day till 10pm

NE -

This help-line is provided on a voluntary basis by
club members to assist other members. Please call
between 7pm and 9pm {unless stated otherwise. )
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It's four in the morning, it's Sumday the Ist of September and jou iof are
expecting pour WACCI's to drop through the door on Trssdap (there's going fo be a
postal strike this Monday). Guess what, they didn't arrive, did they. I suppose
I'd better start by explaining mpself (which I don't do very often),

. 80 WHY IS WACCI LATE THIS TIME

Paul vent on [Koliday. He didn't come
back until this nmorning s¢ T had an
extra week to work with. However, Pau}
vas expecting WACCI to be on his
doorstep whem he arrived home. Oh
well, I've disappointed everyone thig
nonth it would seem. Have vyou ever
ncticed how the workload expands to
fit every imcrease in time. Anyway,
that my explanation, which should
leave most of you utterly confused and
wondering what Tigger is playing
around st this time (hopefully}.

THE THANX BEFORE THE STUFF

Waat a month it has been, yet again,
I've had everything coming at me from
every angle at the same time. Without
the nelp of my editorial team, I would
not have survived. So, my deepest
theng go to Frank Neatherway, John
Bowley and Angela Cook, for a variety
of reasons, no least of all, haviag to
suffer a Tigger when he vets into one
of his mere strange moods.

[ would also 1ike to say & massive
thanz to all those members who sent in
articles in response to last months
rather shocking plea, A8 you can see,
there is a WACCI this month (only just
though), but I stiil need lots more,
80 get writing and send them in so
that they can appear in a ¥ACCI near
yOU Very soon,

THE EPSON LQ300 HAS ARRIVED

You nmay notice something slightly
different about WACCI, which also
helped to dslzy this issue. The vast
pajority of the graphics and headsrs
have been done on the CPC, using an
EPSON LQ300 which is sitting attached
to my Schneider. I'm only a couple of
steps clear of my objective of getting
WACCT produced fuily on the CRC.

I can't take all the credit for the
graphics and headers though, as much
as I would like to. You see, I'p in
the process of training Clare to
assist in the production of the
magazize and the graphics are one of
the parts I hope to off-load as
quickly as I possibly can.

(lare was alse responsible for
paking an aviul lot of tea, giving me
quite a few useful ideas and generally
raking my life a lot eagler this
month, s0 a massive thaox goes in her
general direction.

Just & second, I suddenly hear g
large number of WACCI nembers cry out
in & general state of confusion, just
whe 15 this Clare that Tigger has
suddenly started to ramble on about in
his normal, somewhat erratic manner,
Is there something going on that we
don't kmow about? Is the Bditor
keeping something from ug?

- - =~ You bt he is - - - -

COMSOFT AT IT AGAIN

I had a call from Peter Campbell this
nonth. Comsoft are imterested in
software to be released commercially,
o if you think you've got something
interesting, et Peter know. He's also
interssted in any M/C programmers who

night like to do & little craativity

¢n the CBC. Think you might bhe up to
it? Give Peter a bell.

Ialsc owe a huge thanx to Peter
this month. MicroDesign didn't like my
prirter, I suspect the ESC P2 codes
for the conflict, s¢ I was havinga
gerious problem  getting
printouts for graphics. DPeter sent me
down Page Printer at & speed beyond
imagination and, as you can see, the
progran works a treat. Thamx $ir
Comsoft, much appreciated.

MERLINE-SERYVE BIT

Eow many of you use. Merline-Serve to
get lots of bits and pieces for your
nackine? Wall, they'll ke wup at this
years WACCT convention and Angela has
just told me that if vyou place an
order before then and you're going to
the convention yourself,. then she can
take the stuff up- there and you can
tollect. This saved you aoney because
there's no postel costs involved. It's
worth a thought,

THE LAST BIT

The Convention coming up. There won't
be & WACCI Defore then, so I hope to
see mary of vyou there. You'll
recogrise me easily, I look nothing
like the chap on the top of this page,

decent
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With: John and Carol Bowley
97 Tirrington, Bretton
Peterborough PE3 9XT
- Tel: 01733 702158

7

We are very sorry that you missed out on your monthiy fix of brainteasers, the
reason for this yas all Carol's fault since she [s not here at present to defend
herself, T put the blame totally on her because I'm the Chairman and she just
sets the compo’s each month. I've got to blame someons ain't I? Nevermind I've
giver her a telling off and she won't do it again. Now on with the show.

TRIPLE THE FUN

Three great compos for you this month,

enter one cr all the choice i yours.
S0 sharpen your pencils and put your

brain in gear and away you go.

QUIZ GNE - UP THE WORKERS

With cne exception the occupations
listed below have been hidden along
- straight lines in the grid. Which one
hag gone missing?

QUIZ TWO - SQUARE wORD
Starting with the given lstter at the
top of the grid (K = 1) and writing
the numbers in clockwise sequence,
enter the soluticns to the clues into
the square sc that each one cverlaps
its neighbours by ome, two or three
letters - each one is & different
anount of overlap.

The last answer ends with the letter
{K) at the top of the grid.

LE¥ASONTOLTIP
BCLOURROI S C

TAITRESSCHY

BRILIFF | MASON REP
BAKER MIDHIFE | SWEEP
BARBER MINER TAILOR
CEEF HODEL TAIHAK
CLERK KCGRSE TEACHER
LA¥YER OPTICIAR § VET
LICENSEE | PILOT WATTRESS

Booth
{aptain
Danger
Depart
Get even
Affable
Shean
Tendency
Twilight

|

L= 1

it

TAKE A BREATHER

PHEW! S0 how do you like it so far? I
thought it might wmake a pleasant
change for you to have a full page of
puzzles - well almost a full page,

e would like to know if this is the
sort of thing you would prefer each
nonth. A mega page of different and
exciting {exciting?) puzzles or a load
of waffle from us. Let us know NOW!!

UNRECETYED PRIZES

If you have not received your prizes
then please get in contact with me and
I'11 give John a swift kick in the
jacksie or better still I'1] take all
of his meney and spend it!

COMPETITION
SPOT

QUIZ THREE - QUESTION TIME
Nost of the answers to this quiz can
be found in issue 102.

1) Who is the Wish List manager?

2) Who is Tigger DiRichlean's Fair
Comment collsague?

3) What icvasion vas written about
by Richard Fairhurst?

4) Who's birthday was it on 4th Rugust
and he is setting this compc page?

5} How much is a 3" head clsaner from
Capri Marketing Limited?

6) On yhat date is the second great
Weeci convantion?

1) Have you got your ticket vet? If
not send £2.00p o Paul to book
your place.

8) Who's good hands are you in on the
Narket Stall?

9) What is the E-mail address for
Hacco?

10) What was being described within

No Beer Mats Included?

PRIZES ON OFFER

Should you decide to enter all three
puzzles then the first corract entry
out of the hat will receive a £10
Herline-Serve voucher kindly donated
by the very lovely and kind Angela
Cook. The voucher comes complete with
a catalogue of their products for you
te choose from.

Blso you will win yoursalf & free
fubscripzion for 5 issues of 8 Bit
Mart kindly donated by ocur good friend
Brian {8 BIT Kid) Hatson.

Many thanks to vou both. ¢¢CF £ JB»»

If you decide that three is too many
for your little grey cells thea your
singuiar correct entry will receive
the 8 Bit subscription.

PD digcs awarded as usual but PLEASE
rexenber to give me the FULL details
of disc size etc. BEntries need to be
with us by the end of Dctober.

*+ Seezya next month #*
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RICHARD AND THE BUNNYMEN

Dear Philip, whilst I mey not agree
vith Richard Fairhurst review of WACCI
or aven some of the articles in ATL I
do feel that Paul's letter in response
wag excessively harsh on BIL. It's not
neant 1o be taken seriously but within
the silly articles there ars & few
technically irformative onmes the likeg
of which WACCI never has. B1%L and
WACCI are worlds apart, not through
the quality but the content. They are
aimed at differemt people. For its
members WACCI runs an ideal service
and its content is ezcellent, however
these are not the same paople that
will choose to read BTL,

¥hat I do take objection to howevar
is Paul saying that "Richard and the
Bunaymen” have no relevance in the CBC
scene today, By "Richard and the
Bunaymen” I take it that Paul is
referring to  the people that
contribute to BTL, In which case if ho
feels that they have nc relevance in
the CBC today I'm sure that Paul will
agree that he and other CPC users
don't use Yexor, Parados,
Routeplanner, Powerpage,  Pro-Ext,
Softlok, Turbo Imager, Soundhacker
Fro, TUSS, Destext, Boofracker, S-D0S,
304 and countless PD oprograms and
demos that BTL contributors are
responsible for. ¥or will they ever
look back throush an old issue of
WACCI, Artificial Intelligence, A or
CPC Attack to find a piece of
technical information or one of the
many articles by Angela Cook, Tin
Blackpond or Simon Forrester, {r
perhaps use & piece of software that
has come from Robot PD, Presto PD,
Sheepsoft 2D,  Radical Software,
Sentinel Scftware, Merlin Serve and
then used it on fized or upgraded Ce
thet had come fron §78.

You may wot lika what 7you read in
BTL, you may even be offemded by it,
but you can not deny that "Richard and
the Bunnynen” have furnished the CPC

"PRILIP "TIRBEY’ BIRICHLERU
FRRKK NERTHERLINY

A BLEBE CLOSIE
MY L ETEH

with the majority of the nore Tecent
software and done their fair share in
keeping the C2C alive and keeping them
running, So mext time you flick your
AEBA switch or use an extended format
with Parados think about who designed
them ant perhaps the amount of time it
takes. Where would the CPC be without
"Richard and the Bunnymen” 7
Regards
Richard Wildey
hondon

((Well responded Fichard. I think this
has got to be the best worded response
that I've ever received Iif not the
bast letter I've gver had for Fair
Comment. It's alsp left me with the
broblew of respending wyself, which I
can't do, so I won't.

I will say one thing, ‘Rickard and
the Bunnymen’ seems to be in danger of
sticking (I dv hope so because I think
the term is wonderfyl) -Philips)

SPIKE PROTECTORS AND ROM CHIPS

Dear Philip, in reply to  vyour
suggestion of {esting Varistors {the
devices in mains surge suppressors,
remember?); I've had a look through
the panufzcturers' data books at work,
and there doesn't seem to be any way
of determinivg how far gome the
devices are. This is bdecause of the
way they werk, The Varistor is made
fron metal oxide particles, which
under normal conditions are insulated
from each other and therefore pass no
current; but when & high voltage
"spike” reaches it, the insulation
breaks down crezting & conductive
"path” through tke device. This path
shorts-out the spike thus preventing
it from reaching the protected
equipment. The path is &lso destroyed
in the process, so future spikes fing
another path through the device.
Eventually all of the ozide particles
will be used, and so no more paths can
be found, and the device is "used-up"

The currents that these devices can
handle is quite large, but for caly
very short periods of time. Small ones
(about 1p piece in size) are rated at
about 400K (yes, yom did rezd that
tignt, four hundred amps!) for 20u$
(20 nicroseconds); with siightly
larger ones (50p size) rated in the
region of 2000 Amps for 20uS,

[ don't know if any of that was of
interest to you, but this next bit
night be. It's just & slight
nodification T did tc my Rowbo Rombox.
[ wanted the DIL switches in a more
convenient position, so, I de-soldersd
then, and then soldersd a wire-wrap
I.C, socket in their place. I then

plugged the DIL switches into the

socket and cut a rectanqular hole in
the Rombox 1id for them to poke-out
through. & vire-wrap socket has long,
strong (square-section) legs, whick
puts the switches just slightly preud
of the 1id surface. Vith the socket

legs being square, and the PCB holes

being round, the socket is a siightly
tight fit in the board, and needs to
be gently tapped into positien with
the aid of a hammer.

It's & simple modification, but it
nakes it so easy now to switch-off
individual Ronms, .

By the way, [ did enjoy the EPROM
guide series from Ian Neill. I've got
a couple of programs of my own that I
vse frequently, and these weuld be
ideal if blewn onto an EPROM, so I
night have a go at that now. I'11 look
forvard to any othey projects lan has
plarned (such as the Ramrom; or how
about a PIC Programmer, Ian?)

R 4.5 P
Martin Bela
Derby

((Welcome back to the pages of WACCT
once again Martin, The second part of
Your 37 Bit Output Port Article is ip
this months issue. Kell done on that,
It's impressive,
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I'n going to be fitting a DIf Socket
te my own Rombe very soon (Like when |
run out of sockets), so I'll lat you
know how that goss on.

Palking about RONS. Does anyone know
if there's & halfway dscent eart
packags on RO¥, or if it's possible to
put alther the Advasced Art Studip or
G-Paint (for a 6128), on a AOK (or
prodably tvo). It would pake my life &
Iot easier if it could be done. Zny
answer pleage -Philips)

MOST SILLY DOS SECTORS
Dear Philip, I have a few questions
50 bear with me, Firstly, how do I
accese the last 9 sectors of a ¥S-DOS
120k dise? I figured that there ars 80
tracks numbered 0 t¢ 79 and 18 sectors
(each sector is 512 bytes, or &200
bytes), but I can only get § sectors
numbered 1-9. Why is this? There must
be 18 sectors per track, because if
there are only 9 sectors per track
then the capacity is 360k, yet I
fornatted it 720% with DOScopy. I uge
“the A& Toolkit to read the sectors.
Please help! Also, I was wondering if
you would do an article on DBS
applications, vhere to get them etc.,
because I can't find any! You make an
excellent editor so far, so Xeep up

the good work!

Yours sincerely
Conn 0 Sriofa
Donnycarney
Iteland

((Good guestion Comn. Whemever I need
to read a 720k ¥S-008 disc, I use DOS-
copy anpway, so I have npo idea hov the
format vorks or even how it's laid out
on the disc. Saying that, Is there
anyone out there who does know? If s,
let pe In on the secret.

Thanks for the vote of confidence in
ry editorship. All of us, occasionaly,
need to be told we're doing a good job
of something -Philips»

FAIREELL RORMAN
Dear Paul, I have
subscription to WACCI.
This has been brought about by a
number of circumstances including old
© age and failing eyesight (I am B3
years of age}. There is no need to
refund any balance of cash. Best
wishes to everyore, you s&re all doing
a spashing job.
pleasure of your company over the past

to cancel ny

I have enjoyed the

fev years and and thoroughly enjoyed

it, Once again best wishes to all the
staff.

Yours sincerely

Yorman Shatford

Goxhill

((fairwell Norpan. It's always a sad
noment when I read letters Iike this
one. It leaves me totally blank and
not knowing what to say.

Iand all the WACCT staff which pou
all the best for the future -Philip)

BEYOND ¥IT AND WISDOW

Dear WACCI, I do not wuse the CPC6128
for word processing and, in fact, have
never used a printer with it. The
colour display was  the major
attraction over the DPCWI2S6 but I
would like to use these a5 a
conplizentary pair,

Bs the 3" drive 3 is a potential
source of future problems, has anybody
incorporated a switch which can perait
nse of either the in-built 3" o1 an
external 3.5" drive? I alrsady have a
Pirboard 3.5" drive B with in-built
power supply but a request to them on
this nmatter  has  prodused  &p
overvkelning silence. At present it is
beyond my wit or wisdom to use drive B
as the default drive in case of
erergency to utilise the 3.5 copies
of the original dises supplied when
purchased. Incidertally, it s
possible to "stack” more thanm ome 3*
program on the 720X &vailable ona
3.5"

Any suggestions would be gratefully
Teceived,

Yours sincerely
Keith J Bull
Westeliff-on-Sea

¢cHI Keith, The device you're after Is
called an ABBA switch (yup, it's being
mentioned again), many designs for
¥hich have appeared in issnes of KACCI
over the last fey jyears. If you
haver't got the issue that tells you
how to make this quick and easy pod to
rour computer, coatact Great [acla
Frank KNeathervay., The address and
phone number are on the lnside back
page of this very magazine.

I'r not guite sure what you mean by
being able to ‘Stack' mpore than one
thres inch progras on a 720k disk. You
can put as pany prograps on the disc
as pou like: wntil ft'z full that is.

The size of the disc js almost
Irrelevant to the working of the
progran itseif (except when someone
starts to use some very strange
formats) -Philip)

R INSPIRATION

Hi Paul, T would like to renev my
subscription for siz months and &
cheque for £12.00 is enclosed.

The new WACCI team are doing & very
good job of keeping WACCI alive. Wish
I could contribute more hut demands at
work and Dpan (University studies take
up nost of ny spare tims.

In faet I haven't touched the
Anstrad for ages now, the work that I
do requires a 2C, and if it were not
for sentimental rezsons I would have
thrown the CPC away. I have quite a
collection of prograzs and mamuals. If
you knew of sumeome who wants a wall
used CPC plus 3.5" drive, lots of
prograns and manuals, even an old 300
baud modem,if T can find it anidst the
junk in the garace, I'd be willing +o
part with the lot for a mere £25.990,
buyer collects etc,

- Regards
George Ho-Yow
Mackine Code Heaven

E.5. I had to repiace the drive belt
on the 3 drive with a rubber bang,
but it works well enough.

(¢Helly thers George. (Quick question,
If pou don't wse ypour (PC anymore,
Jast ¥hat do yow eat for breakfast
these days. I mean, Findows can't be
a8 filling as Naching Code Routines,

I'm  sure you'll get someone
Intergsted in your bits and pieces. I
¥ould be mpsalf, except I haven't got
£25 Iying around at the moment (well I
have, but the Water Board will be very
unhappy if I don't give It them).

It's great to hear [from you again,
keep in touch -Philips)

TELETEXT AND THE REST _

Dear ¥ACCI, regarding the letter by
Peter Robson on the Teletext small
ads, T have found something elge that
pight be of interest to Amstrad users.
0n page 470 of Teletext, there are game
reviews for PCs, Amigas etc, and a
special section called CLD GAME, The
last time 1 saw it, they were
reviewing a 488 Spectrum game, callad
"Empire’ (They were devoting three
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pages to it). Maybe us Amstrad users
could send in reviews of various
games, and perhaps include an address
where you could purchase ther? (i.e
WACCT).

On another note, can anyone tell ne
hov to print bigger from the Grafpad 2
Art utility? Perhaps @ listing in
BASIC to import the graphics into
Advanced Art Studio [Save the .PIC
files onto ,8CR files?)

Oue last thing, why don't you print
the membership rumbsrs any zore? Best
Wishes,

$imor Lucas
Hampton {ourt

P.§ - Doss anyene have a ROM BOX for 3
fair price (about £157)

((Hello Simon, If anyone wants to have
a try at feletext, then go for it. If
you wish to use the WACCI name for a
little added push, ther be ny guest, I
have no objection at all. I just don't
have the time mpself.

I've never used Graffad 2, so I have
no idea about it, but most Art
Packages do save out screens in a4
standard format. fry repaming the
screen file from .PIC to .S5CR and you
may find that AAS will load it without
any further modification.

Printing bigger? Ko problem. [Use a
dump utility that creates a bigger
screen dump (once you've saved the
picture as a standard file if I'm
totally wrong and (PIC 15 not what we
corld call normal),

Ko longer printing the membership
figures? Well, if you want me to, I
¥ill, but it'll pean shifting around
the keader for Thanx and Stuff sgain,
which is why it was dropped In the
first place (if you believe any of
that, can I Interest you in a II-
Spectrum} ~Philip)

NG HORE POKES NEEDED

Dear Philip, Many thanks for printing
ny previqus letter in dssue 190 and
thanks also to the many fellov members
who replied,

I have now impressed ny daughter by
giving Dizzy infinite lives. I won't
ask for any nmore cheats, homest I
won't. I am nov able to use Discology
with tapes. XNever thought of using
left and right arrows rather than wp
and down.I have solved the problem of

the dise drive apnd  so  will e

AMSTRAD 464/6128

Amstrad GT63 Green Sereen Momitors. ... £35.00
Amsgtrad 464 Tape Head Aligmnel_lt Kits..ooeeceeec £9.99
Amstrad Tape Head Demagnetizer.... e 59,99
Amstrad 464/6128 Joystick JY2... s £9.99
Amstrad 464 New Circuit Boards Complcte Part No Z 70375 ...... £]4 99
Amsirad 464 Phazer Gun With 5 Games on Casselte................_ £9.99
Amstrad 6128 Phazer Gun with 5 Games on 3" Disk..................... £9.99
Action Cheat Mode Book (Cover Issues 17-50).....ooooooooooooo . £4.99
Amsirad Printer Leads 464/6128 (34 way edge conneeior to

CEILTOMICS PIIRY. ... cocveceoact e ee oo £9.99
Amsirad LP]1 Light Pen for the 464 and Cassette Software............ £14.00
464 Cassette Mechanisms with Tape Head and Motor.................... £9.99
Amstrad 464 "Teach Yourself Basic" Tutorial Guide with 2 Cassettes
PATE 2.ttt e e oo £9.99
Amstrad 464 Dust Cover-Mono...............coovooroeeroo . £6.99
Amstrad 464 Dust Cover-Colour..............coooooooooo £6.99
Amstrad 6128 Dust Cover- Colour.... e es e £60.99
Amstrad 6128 Dust Cover-Mono .. e £6.99
Amstrad Action Magazine Binders (Holds 12 coplcs A A } . ¥4.99
Amsirad-The Advanced OCP Art Studio-6128........ooooooo £]2.99
Amstrad 3" Ex. Software Disks -Pack of 10, £15.00
Three inch Head Cleaning kits .. . cereeereeneee $4.99
Thiree inch reconditioned disc dnvm (30 days warranty) ................. £32.50

AMSTRAD 464+/6128+/GX4000

Amsirad 464-+/6128+ mamal, ., OOTPPROOR. 3 I 21!

Amstrad 6] 28+/464-+ Keyboard Membranes .................................. £12.99
Amstrad Paddle Conirollers (Fits all 8 Bit Computers e:\cludmg

Spectrums).... coreerrieen. £5.00
Amstrad MM[Z Stereo Mono Momtors (464+/6128+) ................. £30.00
Amstrad 464+ Computer with Sterco Mono Monitor................... £65.99
Amstrad 464+/6228+ Printer leads..............oo.ooooooooooo £9.99
Amstrad 3” Ex, Software Digks... (Pack of 20 £10.00

Amstrad LocoBasic/Burnin'Rubber Cartidge. ...

AMSTRAD GAMES CARTS
FOR THE 6128+/464+/GX4000

Opo.,mtlon Thunderbolt £1.99
Switch Blade......coovoovooeeeereeoe oo £7.99
Batman The Movie..............oo........... £7.99
Pro Tennis Tour..........ocovoveoon .. £199°
Navy Seals......cv e, £7.99
Barburian 11....., £7.99
Roboeop I1....... £7.99
Klax........ [ £7.99
Pang............ £7.99

Above ( am zdges are unboxed wzthoul 1mtrucnons

"ACCESS

PRICES INCLUDE POSTAGE, PACKING ETC.
ALL ORDERS SENT BY RETURN: CHEQUES/VISA/ACCESS/PO’S

TRADING POST

VICTORIA ROAD, SHIFNAL, SHROPSHIRE TF11 8AF

TEL/FAX (01952) 462135 |




contacting Nigel soon on that subject.
My 3.5ins drive is not always reading
28 it should either but the garden has
rather taken over for the memert so it
yill have to walt a 1ittle while
before it is attenced to.

I have tried to install & side
gwitch but it doesn't respond so I
rust experiment further,

I yould like the address of David
0'Shea pleasa, Philip, and I will then
contact him later on,

1 have guccessfuily put Tasword onto
3.5" disc. Does anyone know hov to
prograzme it to &0 colnmns? I find
it a nuisance having to alter it each
time 1t 15 loaded and if you forget
yien editing saved text it makes such
a mess that you sometimes have fo
start agein from scratch,

Rope everyone enjoys: the Convention
which T am again unable to attend.

Sorry I couldn't send disc. I keep
getting "Directory Pull" when I try to
5ave,

Regards
Alan Sims
London

CCFi Alan, I'p ¢lad you've mamaged to
impress your dawghter. I have the same
problem at times with nmy two (I Jove
ther very much but they are both so
very § years old and 4 pears old}, If
I don't do something magical at least
once a day, they seem to think I'm
loosing By touch,

Side switch not working? Oh dear,
Phere doesn't seem to be a polite way
of saying this but, urm, start again
because I think pow nade 2 mistake
sonewhere,

Fasword into 80 Columns. Just 2
ainute, Tagword is in 80 Columns, Try
going te the customise Options, find
Change Frogram and pon'll find the
Right and fleft |Margin setting in
there. When you've corrected it, get
& fresh disc and use the SAVE TASWORD
option. Fhat'll solve that problen
very quickly.

Directory Full when saving. Frase
any K files with [ER3, "% 830" and
that might free 4 fev entries,
Renerber, we can only put 64 directory
entries on 4 disc at a time. Either
that, or you've developed sowething of
g strange problem with your disc drive
that defies any of the normal

explanations I can think of (at least

to pe anpway) -Philip))

FISHING THE INTERMET
Deer Fhilip, Comgratulations on your
first issue ¢f WACCI - you've
certainly kept uwp the nigh standards
set by Paul.

You asked about commercial seftware

‘on the Internet. Although it is being

treated as if it were PD lor, more
accurately, freeware), the owners of
the wvast majority of commercial

software have ot given their
pernissicn for this. The {following
companies have giver their permission
for non-commercial distribution:

Jortex {all games for CPC as well as
(64, Spectrum and Z¥81)

JDagion Design

Radical Softvare (Pluff and Smart
Flus - Loth CBC+ only)

There is a2 huge amount of software
available on the Internet from other
authers - most of which 15 no longer
gvailable, and the owners seem to not
bother themselves about it. However,
to protect what 1s left of the (P
industry, the maintainers of the
software archives have tried to ensure
that we do not  keep anything which is
still available commercially - so for
instance there iz 10 online copy of
Protezt or Houteplanner. If anyone is
thinking of making a copy of something
1ike Protext available they can be
asgured that WACCO's crack team of
killer copyright lawyers would know
about it very quickly. Addresses are:

ftp://ftp.nvg. unit.no/pud/cpe
(main site,very slow,in Norway,most
up-to-date.!
ftp://sunshine. infornatik. uni-wuerzbu
rg.def/pub/joscho/cpeem:
(Germany, copy of Norwegian site,
faster for UX wusers, but not so
up-to-date. )
fip://adans. einages. co.uk/users/david
¢/cpe/
(UK, please use betwesn 6pm and Yan
or yeekends, Copy of German site
with ocouple of alterations,
updated once per momth. Also hosts
the DAUG pages,

http://adans. einages,co. uk/users/dev

idefuaug/].

I don't think it would De
appropriate for WACCI to distribute
the software which does a0t have
pernission but the Design Design,
Vorter and Radical stuff should be CF.

bnd now for something completely
different ... I'1l be coming to the
convention again this year, and may be
able to demo nmy Forth compiler by
then, But in any case, if there's any-
one going up irom the Chelmsford or
london area by car, perhaps they could
give me a 1ift?
Yours, bravely clinging
trziling edge of technology,
lavid Cantrell
Chelmsford

to the

¢(¢Fhanks David, The information about
the three companies appears to be
guite accurats, It does seem fhat it's
aore @ patter, at least with the rest
of the companies that  have been
Bentioned in all this, of not caring
50 long as no one nakes a profit, I'11
come back to this nsxt month.

I hope you get a 1ift up to the
convention. I hope I get a 1ift up to
the convention as well -Philip))

IS IAN A "ROM'ULAK

Dear Philip, Reading with great
interest Ian Neill's third instalment
on EPROMS in Issue 103, in whick he
described how he put a specific BASIC
progran with machine code into an
EPROM, prompis me to put pen to paper
(or should that be fingers to keys?)
on this matter,

The background to this is that in
July last year -1 phoned Ian sxplaining
that I had two utility programs that I
used frequently and asking hin whether
he could put both of them on fo &m
EPROY for me, He very readily agreed
and I sent hin the fwo programs oo a
3" disc together with a blank 16%
EPROM which 1 had obtained £from
¥zplins on his advice.

He dquly returned the BEROM fully
operational, and it's been sitfing in
one of ny romboxes ever since, giving
ne immedizte access to both programs
'at the touch of a button’. I knew
fron our telephone conversation that
it wasn't just a simple matter of
copying the programs on to an IPROH,
but until 1 read Ian's article I had
no idea or appreciation of the
technical expertise  reguired 1o
undertake such an operation.

The technical expertise avallable to
the members of WACCI and the kindness
and interest shown by those who
possess it to help these of ws who do
not, never ceases to amaze me and
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mzkes ong prond to belong to such a

unique einb, Once again, very nany
thanks, Ian.

Tours Sincerely

Dick Hornsby

Lendon

((It's very nice when sowsone make the
effort to say Thanks, I enjoyed the
RO¥ articles myself [omce I'd laid
them out that is). I'm often apazed by
how much work goes on behind the
scenes of WACCT for which a lot of
people  never  really  get  any
recognition -Philip))

SURFS UP GENTLEMAN (AND LADIES)

Dear Philip, Great news! I have baeen
doing a bit more "net surfing
recently and have found out some
information about which formerly
cormercial games are mow PD, First of
all, 28 you stated in Issue 102, 21l
gawes from Design Design such as Tank
Busters, Dark Star, Porbidden Plamet,
etz, ara now public domain.

Also, all games from Vortex Software
ars mnow PD. The text alsc said
something about all their games for
all formats bheing released on a
compilation called the  "Vortex
Emulation Packzge" although this is
not pade very clear.

Finally, the most interesting thing
I found was that the Jon Ritman/Ocean
ganes Batman, Head Over ‘Heels and
Matchday f amd II can now be copied
freely as Ocear no longer see these
games as being available.

ALl this inforration can be found on
the Amstrad CPC FAQ situated at the
Usenet news group

coR.5ys.anstrad. 8bit,

I also found a web site where you
can dewnload some CPC games. T can't
remenber exactly what was on there,
although I do  romember "Into The
Fagla's Nest" being amongst them. I'm
afraid I didn't make a note of the {3L
but you can find it elsevhere on
con, sys. anstrad, 8hit,

If T iind out any more information I
will let you know. 'Bye for now,

Matthew Merriman
Forvich

CCHI Hatthew, This whole situation is
starting to get wvery complicated.
Apart from the [Design JDesign and

Vortex Sofiware (which is Public
Jomain) I still can't verify these
rupours and the softyare companies
aren't responding to amy letters. I'l]
see If I can come up with a full
explanation in tige for next menths
nagazine ~Philip))

TURNING BLUE WITH IMPATIENCE

Dear Philip, I'm almost holding my
breatn in anticipation of more news
about former commercial CPC software
being availabie as P.D,. The software
producers that ‘left town &fter the
gold rush' and are not really on our
(B¢ ‘round table' sny more are a ?.D.
yrey arei igsue we should address
sooner rather than too late....

Despite the British [Library idea, I
would like to think of WACCI as being
here to stay. Is it the way it puts
publishing int¢ ‘conference mode' that
is so special?. Or is it because it is
0 'swail'?. Perhaps the ‘NET will
nake the effort you and the others put
into it seem pointless but I like the
feeling of 'Ynmas' I get every time 1y
WACCT arrives. (And I don't have 2
telephone line anyway !)

Bs T rezd about the WIZZARD 8-bit
port in WACCI 101, the big question I
had in 0y miné was; Does it make
graphics-node printouts the same shape
as the image on the screen 7. but you
didn't answer it for me in that
reviev,

['ve been using Power-Page 128 v1.)
for a while. I've mastered it well
enough to move around it's functions
quickly and get stuff onto the page
more or less as I want itf, The TEXT
LAYCOY mede is  werv  troublesome
though, Some times the curser in the
bottom line ‘buffer box' vanishes
permanently. I have to E8C and RGN to
tet out of this Jam. That resets all
the controls to default settings and
causes a lot of grief.

An even more gserious problem occurs
when I'n importing text from an ASCII
file. The line buffer contents are
lost after resetting the left/right
nargins and moving the pointer back tg
the top of the page, This usually
means that the text at the top of the
next colunn doesn’t siart exactly from
where the last column finished. This
is a guite urreasonable problen and I
need to know how to stop it happening
before I  can  take Power-Paga
seriously.

It would be heipful too if there wis
a way of putting a break in an open

BRCIT file at the end of a page so

that I could start a new page from the
next word in the file. - I don't know
how to make an ASCII file exactly the
right number of words to fit & page.
How do I do that?,

Perhaps you would be a friend and
send me a copy of your later version
of Power-Page to fry,

I've got two UTOPIA ROMs, version
2.3 and versicn 2.5 [ can't see
anything obviously different about
them. Can you (or anvone) tell me vhat
difference there is between thess two
ROMs,

I have a ROMDOS ROM which signs-on
but won't respond &t all in any slot.
Does it meed a disc full of
complimentary software to - make it
function?, or is it just deed inside?,
I wonder,

Algo a 256X SILICON DISK which is
really meant for a 664 or a 464 so it
doesn't fit my 6128 wunless I jack it
upon a couple of books, As that
doesn't suite my normal set-up I've
only experimented with it, but it

seens quite useful if I could get it

into proper service., Anyome fancy a
svap for & 6128 version {.

Fow for the rsason why I'm writing
Lo you (the rest is really just
fishing in the WACCI ether). After
fretting about whether to try doing it

nyself or mot, I've just fitted an

AB-BA switch to the 6128, It seems so
sinple now that I've done it and got
ry head around the matter. However,
I've lgoked through 21 my WACCI's and
can't see a mention of the fact that
the AE-B gwitch article on page 29,
WACCT Fo 91, {July 95) is wreng, So, I
think 1 should mention it ayself.

If you follow all the instructions
‘to the letter’ you'll got a switch
which allows the A & B drives to werk
norrally ia the origingl way while in
one position but when you switch it to
the other position'it isflates the two
disc drives and conpects Arny's D8O to
his D8I !,

A5 1'd already dome the soldering
and cutting before I discoversd this,
I decided to stick with the colours
1'd uged, with their comnections to
Brny's various delicate parts, and do
the mod' to the conmections at the
svited. Thls meant swapping over the
BROWN and the BLUE wires while lsaving
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the link wire in the same position.
The important points beiny that the
two ¥IDDLE positions at the switeh
have fo be comnected to the two LEG
positions (DSO and DS1) on the ‘CHIP',
and the two ERDS of the switch have to
be connected to the DRIVES-SIDE of the
COT8 in the original routs, with the
two little link wires criss-crossing
the switch ends to do the inverting.

In the article meationed, both the
diagran and the reviev text have
errors in them. The article on page 14
issue 89 seems to be correct to the
best of my inowlsdge bDut as it seemed
a bit too technical when I started the
projeet I decided to go for the
simpler looking articls and folloved
it 'to the letter'. Ho!.

Best wishes, lots of letters, facts
and wncenditional sanity to all at
WACCI,

Norman Davies
Trog Y Brym
Powys

“(CHI Mormap. First of all, the ABBA
s¥itch. I've ysed one version several
times (Issue 49, page I14) and it has
alvaps worksd for nme. There is a
slight error in the text, which wag
corrected the pext month., Thanks for
the corrections to the other version
of the switeh,

A gvap of @ 464/664 §illy Dise, for
a 6128 version. I don't see why not,
since the only difference with the
256k Version is the hox. lets hope
sopeone grabs the offer,

ROXDOS doesn't need apy support
software, it works on its own, but it
does need to be in a4 slot helow the
ANSDOS RO, The best place iz SIG7T 6.
If you already bhave it there and it
still isn't working, then I suspect
that there way be a rather major
probler with the R0¥ itself. There is
a technical tere for this but I don't
think I'w allowed to use it on the
pages of WACCI.

The differemces between the two
UFOPIA roms. I didn't even gnow that
there were different versions of the
Utopia RON, 30 I bhave np idea abont
ther what so ever.

There's & PowerPage Tutorial coming
up very soon [in fact there's a
Special KACCI on DTP, Graphics and
Artyork cozing up very soon), which

could well answer your questions on

that score.

Kops, the 8-bit pert won't stretch
the graphics on the paper, that's down
to the printer dump routine itself,
Try using different ones until jyou
find one that gives you a good copy of
vhat you're looking at. I wrote my own
to do it correctly, but then I would,
wouldn't 17

WACCI 1s Inm no danger of closing, ]
assure you. I was  just letting
everyone know about the idea, though
the response has not been quite as
good as I expected it to be. Ok well,
that's life I suppose,

I'n going finally to clarify the pp
on the Internet next month so everyone
¥ill know the score -Philip))

CURSORING THE JOYSTICK PORT

Dear Philip, {firstly, comgratulations
and thanks te all those who keep ¥ACCI
going and iz particular to all those
wio contributed in such entertaining
and informative ways to Issue 100, It
alvays makes imteresting reading and
the variety of articles seems to be
increasing.

I gent areply tc 2 query 2 while
back which I haven't yet sesn. It mey
have been one of those you mentionad
you had lost in the June issue. So
here is the relevant part of it
together with arswers to a couple of
other queries that have cropped up.

In response t¢ the guestions about
nice, the niddle button on the AMX
mouse is there "for the Stop Press
'move’ command; as far as I am aware,
no other (BC progranm uses such &
comnand. Advanced Art Studio requires
only one buttca while DR Drav requires
two. These two drawing programs, the
various Desktop Publishing programs
and the Desktcp front ends such as DES
are the only programs intended to use
nice, However, since most mice use the
joystick port which can be prograzmed
to respond in various ways, it ig
possible to yet @ wmouse to move the
cursor around Protext and the buttons
to, say, matk the siart and end of &
block.

Re speeding up STCP PRESS printing,
apart from getting X-press, -you can
try an inkjet oprinter in draft mode,
As ST0P PRESS gets its high quality
gatput by overprinting, anything BT
draft mods with an inkjet leaves the
paper sodden. A cheaper approach is to
use 2 nev ribbon in standard mode and
then photocopy the page on a darkish

setting which will often give a
gimilar result to STOP PRESS in NL).

Stepher Potts' idea about using a
POV hard disc with a CPC isa't as
simple as fe may think because (a) the
expansion ports are different and (b)
the hardvare is different; the great
thing about CP/M was that it pffered
an identical interface to software hut
each manufacturer vas free to fiz the
hardware side as they chose, As the
CPC and PCW hardware is differant,
fitting a PCW hard disk Is unlikely tg
be a trivial exercise - but I'C love
to proved wromg!

Ron Hobdzy's problem - getting the
French a-grave instead of € - probably
relates to the B-bit printer port as
both the a-grave and the pound sign
are found between ASCII 128 and 255,
With & 7 bit port, thers is no
confliict as the a-grave is only
available in LAKGUAGE 1 and the pound
sien in LANGUAGE 3 when they replace @
and the § sign respectively. Since so
many pieces of 8-bit software and
hardware use a differsnt arrangement
of R3CII 128-255, the solution
probably lies in  Protext - o
revertisg  to  7-bit printing in
LANGUAGE I whemever he needs bhoth &
and the pound sign. ¢«7 think you mean
that Rom should lgok at the SETRRINT
option yithin Protext -PhIIip)s

Finaliy, T enclose & couple more
articles which I have been getting
together on and off to add to your
dwindling stock, I hadn't rushed to
finisk them because of the impression
in previous issues that there was g
stock of articles to fall back oz,

Yours sincerely
Johr B, Hudson

CCH1 John, Yup, 1i's quite possible to
use 4 pouse ¥ithin Protert on a (¢,
but I'ld have to ask why you'ld want
to, the fkeps are gquite fast emough,
If not fagter than the mouse,

You'll have to redefine the keps so
that the Jopstick lnputs mimic the
cursor cluster. Alright, T'11 be pice
to you and work i¢. Where did I put my
pangals this time?

Fun the 1ittle prograp which ig on
the top of the next page (Iaside a
pretty box) before jyou epter Protext
using [P and it should do the trict (I
haven't got @ mouse that works at the
mement so I can't test it hut the
theory Is fine),
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JOYSTICE MIMICS THE CURSOR REYS

10 RE¥ DEF 72,1,240, 244,248
20 KEY DEF 73,1,241, 245,249
30 KEY DRF 74,1,242, 246,50
10 ¥EY DEF 75,1,243,247,251
50 KEY DEF 76,1,233,233,233
60 KEY DEF 77,1,234,234,234
70 KEY DEF 78,1,238,238,238

Fhat should do 1t, 72-7F are the
directions and 76-78 are the three
buttons fbut I don't know In which
order they are). As set, they should
put @ block marker, copy a block and
move 4 block (I hope). If they do
work, can somepns let me know because,
as I yatd, [ don’t have a working A¥Y
Mouse that I can test 1t on (which is
a subtile hint to anpome who has one
that they'd want fo give away to
HACCT),

1 Hard-Drive on the CPC? I know it's
possible, because I've seen It dons,
but I have the gsame suspision a8 you
have ghout the PCH Version. Kowever,
Iike you, I'1d love to be proved wrong
g that score.

Thanks for the articles. ['m afraid
I baven't had time to look at them
yet, it's been ong of those months,
but they should appear in a WACCT near
Fou very soon -Philip))

AHOTHER PLUG FOR ITGA COMMING WP
Dear Paul, I have & CBC6128 and I an
trying to obtain a mantal or any other
information for the 6128, Can you

help?

Yours sincerely
Carl Glover
Hasingden

(¢Dear Carl. A1l WACCI Nembers should
be able to shout out &y answer in g
giant roar, Try, ura, now, what's that
company calied, the ope  down in
Worthing., 0h pes, that was It, Keriine
Serve (same phone number as Angela and
Arthar Cook appearing on RUBOUTOUS
HACCI pages -Philip)s

IT DRIVE YOU BONKERS

Dear Philip, ¥elcome as Editor of
WACCI August Issue, you have done &
fine job om writing it and the lavout
is very good.

I would want help with & New Citizen
Printer that I opurchased from (BC
Componenig, Faraday Drive, Prestea. It
ig the Projet 1lc Model with Black and
White Ink Jet, and Colour Iak Jet, and
I don't know how to work it properly.
S0 would some Club Member have ¢ne of
those printers and be familiar with
the workings of 117 If sc I would be
grateiul for some help with it to know
how to get 1t to work ‘to its full
potential. The manual that cane with
it is very basic, it really does not
give very much information about how
to work the printer. There is & 3.5
disc in with it with printer drivers
on it but I can't lcad any of the
printer drivers off ny 3.5" drive
because the disc that came with the
printer is a different format to my
dist drive end it won't load the
programs, I get Read Fail. So could
one copy the programs onto a double
density disc formatted to 178k as Data
format and will the programs load infe
the computer then?

I have Anmstrad CPCE128 computer and
35" disc drive, with side switch, as
second dzive for the computer, it is
the 1,44Mb one.

Will bigh demsity discs work om the
1.44%b drive and will they do any harm
to the disc drive?

Will the higk density disc drive
work with the kAmstrad CPCEIZ28, 1
think it is the 2.2Mb high demsity
disc drive? ®ill double density discs
work in the high density disc drive?

I hope you will be able to gt
information on the printer and the
disc drives.

Fill you tell me elso les any
alteration to be done to the rikbon
cable betwesn the computer and the
printer? Have any of the ribbon wires
to be cut going to the prinmter pert
36-way?

Yours sinceraly
J.7.Jotdon
Lareshoro
Ireland

((Khere tp start, Ribbon (able to the
Pripter., Cut line 14 if you're getting
2 donble Iine space. That's the qnly
pod pou may peed, the rest should work
fine a5 I3,

I have o idea about the pripter
poi're using, but I hope fomeche plse
out there might fhave. I'd suggest
playing with different codes o see

what happsns (it can’t damage the
pripter and it can be a lot of fun at

. the sape time).

dlnost any 3.5" drive can be used
with the (PC, but, at the moment only
with 720K discs {That's double density
to pou and me). It is possible to read
1.44 Heg discs on the CPC (I love Jt
when I drop @ bowbshell like that, the
Pochno-Rats out there are now geing
loopy wondering how I've manmaged if),
byt 1t fsn't easy to do. '

You can do no damage (o the Drive,
or the CPC, ragardiess of what disc
you put in the drive, You nay get 2
Iot of read-fails, but you can do oo
damage. I'll got an article set up for
next month, or maybe the month after,
fully to clarify the Drive gitvation
as it stands at the moment -PRilip))

ALL THE ¥AY FROM SPAIN

Jear WACCI, about your Discology
review from your last WACCI, it's a
very good article but I must tell you
that the only versiom that is
compatible with ali CPC and CBC Pluses
is v6.0+ and it's the last version of
Discology, The rest of wversiong
including the version 6.0 are not
compatible with the CPC Pluges, for
example you can't copy files,

Reading your past WACCI issue 42, I
read that exists a program called
HINDOWS OF MIRCOSCET. Can vou tell me
about this program, how can I get it
of buy it bocause it seems 2 good
Progranm,

Can you tell me how a2any Spanish
readers you have?

Thank you very much for all
Yours sincerely

kafael Delgado Peiro

Nadrid Spain

((Good day to you Rafael. T have 2
foeling that thers was another version
of Discology with a high number, but I
car't recall where [ sav It {I may
even have it here put I don't have 45
much time as I used th for playing
around with software). Thanks for pour
copments about  the  PLUS  machine
compatadility with sariier version.
The WICROSOFT WIKDOWS talng again,
Well, Pani Dyerrvhouse Is going to be
chuckling now, since fe's the man to
blame for this stery, In fact, I night
suggest you examine the cover & little
pore closely  {look at  the pame
MICROSOFT for imstance] -Philips)
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Suppose you could set your own reguirements for a computer? Khat would you
expect? What would pou reguest? Next pear I an Intending to lIaupch z new
computer, Now stop laughing and get that heap of scorn off my fropt lavn. [ am
serious. It seems to ne there is & great big hole in the computer market and I
intend to fil] it with & successful new computer. The reason that this is not all
going on behind locked doors is that I don't thigk agyone alse gould be

daft/ingpired enough to do it.

THE Pc¥ 16 AND BEYOND

How this ail came about vas as a
result of being involved in the pre-
launch testing of Anstrad's new Pcils.
It is 2 very good computer for its
target market, and I ar sure will gell
very well to new computer users.
‘Apstrad have proved themselves to be
very good at this end of the market
and the '16 is the latest in a long
line which includes both the CRC/C2C+
and PCW/PcW/ Pek+ series. As far ag
the company is concerned, this will
prebably be the end of that line. The
consurer electronics side of the
company 1s being wound down and, if
things had gone to plan, would have
been sold off to Psion in July. The
chairman  Is  reported to  be
disenchanted, especially with the
bunch of ‘'suits' whe now have hig
creativity bound and restrained by
boardroon  accountability and the
short-termism ¢f the stockmarket.

But back in the real world thers
¥ill still be a beginners' market; a
'straight out of the box and switch
on' market; an "I don't care what you
call it, T just want something I can
actually YSE" market. To sum it up -
an epormous number of paople want an
affordable desktop machine which is
EASY. The PeWl6 seems to have started
out to fill this brief.

THE COLOUR OF COMPUTING
There are colour-coded buttons along
the top of the keyboard to launch the
gix  basic applications  (word
processor, spreadsheet, address book,
diary/alare, calculator, and file
ranager} from the front-end

screen

vith 2 touch. Provision is built-in
for third party software, as is the
ability to read PCW/PcH files and a
compatibility with PC-format {720 or
1.44)  discs.  LocoScript  Software
(formerly Locomotive) were agked to do
the softyare design but said they
couldn't de it in the time required,
Ironic when it is now over eight
nonths late ¢¢fhis is  the 20th
century, what else do pou expact,
functionable technology -Philipss. In
fact, Creative Technology took on the
software design task but now (August
%6} it is 2 case of 'all hands on
board to finish it' at Amstrad,

Rlong the way, and I'm not sure what
was in the FIRST specificaticn, some
pretty weird and disadvantagaous
features  were  incorporated, A
graphics, rather than text, basis for
the screen display was chosen. This
nade the operating system, which
clocked the Z80 chip at four times the
speed of an old PCW and SHOULD have
ha¢ it ripping aleng like a rociet,
slow to snail-on-valium pace. I wonder
who said, "but PCs wse a graphics-
based systen" and I wonder who he ig
working for now.

AMSTRAD 'TYPICAL® AMSTRAD

Soreone else came up with the ideg of
having the key programs, templates
files, and work-in-hand blown onto a
'flask-ran' block of memory; a fine
idea in principle, but a real pain
when that memory requires a pericdic
time-consuning 'flusk and optimige'
and the 280 cannot multi-task while it
dozs it. "Put the kettle on, Mother,
ve've time for a cup of teal"

The nmanual, like the pop-up on-
screen help files, is a nasterpiece pf
bravity. I assume the intention i
that the programs are so user-friendly
that one doegn't need one. ALl I can
s§ay te that is "HA! FHA!" And vhere is
gny sort of programnirg language, such
as BASICT (In preparation, actually,
but you didn't hear that from me..)

THE LIGHT DAWNS

Anyway, so much for the 16, It will
sell well to a lot of people who don't
know any better. But the more I used
it, the mors I got to thinking what it
COULD have been. I started drawing up
a 'what if?' specification and at last
cane to the point where I realised it
was  possible, using  existing
technology and at an economic price,
to produce a successer to the PeWle.
And the result would be a cheap, fast,
EASY desktop machine.

That's twice in this piece I've
side-stepped the expression 'desktop
computer', I believe most people dor't
actually ¥ANT a computer - computers
come with the intellsctual
preconception of being somsthing that
is claverer than its cwner,

50 WHAT DO PEQPLE WANT?

What people DO want is one cardboard
box (containing Jjust & keyboard, a
aonitor plus perhaps & printer with an
output to be proud of) that does some
useful things for them, such s be 2
typewriter and keep their home
accounts in a  form they can
understand, If it has some additional
features, such as a basic DIP program
to create A4 posters for the school
fete, an address book with large
pages, 4 simple diary, a calculator
sufficient to do  secondary school
aaths, also perhaps &n alarm clock, so
mich the better. Games capability?
Certainly, why not? And 2 ccloured
screen is much easier on the eye than
a noro or two-colour one,
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The digcs sheuld be able to be usad
without hassle on the computer at
work, and the ability to use
information from other computers'
discs would be handy.

B-mail 1is ne longer a techies'
preserve; it's & cheap and simple
slternative to post, the phone, talex,
or @ fax. You will note that I say
'alternative’; it's not goiny to
REPLACE anything, anymere than phone
or fax replaced postal communication,
or couriers come to <that. E-mail just
adds to the options and it is not
without its snags. I now find it as
hard to let an e-ngil ¢o unanswersd as
I can iet a phone go on ringing
without picking it up. But e-mail IS
here to stay,

The gsame cannot be said of the
Internet, World Wide Web, and all the
other currently-fashionable  fime-
wasters. They will appedl to many, be
indispensable for some, but irrelevant
t¢ nost peopls in their homes once the
novelty wears off, I have a piece on
the French Minitel systen in the next
BBIT which proves the point.

But I'm rambling on here and the
purpose of this piece is to get you
involved, beceuse ome of  my
alternative ways to procesd is to
approach Amstrad for permission to
produce a development of the CPC/PCH
series under licence. If that does not
prove nagotiable, Plan B is to design
& new ZB) computer, virtually from the
bottom up. This is the way the
Beericam zarket has developed aince
the early 1980s; small producers
putting out niche machines which are
targetted at particular groups of
users. I'm just designing for two
fairly large groups - (1) beginners
who are scared of the high cost, high
complexity, computers currently sold
and whe just want something easy that
"doss the job' for them, and (2)
satisfied B-bit users who want a mors
pewerful machine to move on to, but
whick will have  soms backward
compatibility  with their  old
files/prograns.

Let me offer you MY hypothetical
wish list as it stands now. «<Jt's in
the box-out Brian -Philip»)

BEAUTY IN THE EYES QF THE BEHOLDER

If the computer can be produced
econonically it could be a world-
bsater, as welcome In the developing

gnd newly-independent countriss as
England and the rest of Europe,
hmsrica? Probably not, they'd never
accept it if they didn't think of it.

The beauty of it is that the
technclogy is  all  well-knowr &nd
tested, It works, What is new is
pulling it ail together in one
nzchine; the components and features
which have been PFCH-only or CPC-only
before working together to complement
gach other,

The MILLERIUM, as I an calling the
ney machine is now in development. The
nape is chosen for several very good
rezsons, but oprincipally that it's
appropriate for the timing and
therefore extremely markstable. It
also looks good in silver!

I &n contacting the people vwho's
pernissions or other involvement I
need and I hope to have 2 mocked up
dsmonstration model (say, 12 months
bafore releass?) at  the WACCI
convention this year,

NACCT TO THE RESCUE (SORT OF)

But the point o¢f this article is that
I an gtill very cpen to your
suggestions. The WACCT readership have
considerable experience which informs
your opinfons. In this lssue you will
find & pre-addressed postcard. I would
be very obliged if you would use it to
send me your comments; positive,
negative, or mixed.

The reascn for it being a postcard
is to encourage bravity, While the
purpose of this survey is to be a form
of consultation, at this stage I don't
want pages acd pages of detailed
analysis, What T WOULD like wou to
send ne are only those things you feel
strongest about, T may wish to contact
some of you to discuss your
suggestions further so please include
an address or phone number as well ag
your name. Oh, and I would appreciate
it too if you could put a second class
stamp on the postcard before you post
it to me! '

Thank you in anticipation. I will
keep you informed on the progress of
the MILLENIUY,

(CI'1d 1ike to wish Briam all the best
¥ith the #illepimm Project. If anpone
else has said it, 1'ld have laughed,
but Mr Spheroid Demon has & habit of
doing just what he says he's going to
do -Bhilip)}

THE MILLENIUM

Basic pachine to be the basis of
the project: CPCB1ZB+

RAM Memory: 1 meg
Chip: Z80B clocked at 16Mhz

Operating systems: CPC Basic and
CP/Mt {with date-stamping) wusing
Parados-type nmulti-format, anto-
detect, capability

Monitor: colour

Bundled software supplied om
(removable) rom/cartridge: 'Nini-
office'-type package including
word processor, DIP, spreadsheet,
database, comms, utilities/file
manager with  templates  for
letters, labels, home accounts,
and address Dook, screen saver.

Accessories power line: 12v

Other rom provision: 16 slots

(expandable)

Disc drive: 3.5" t.44 industry-
standard unit

Second Disc Drive: Port provided

House port: Industry Stanfard
Three Button House

Joystick port: ome anzlogue with
splitter provision

Bard drive: Industry-standard hard
drive compatibilf%y A

Printer port: 8-bit parallel

Printer; Basic  imkjet model
optional. Discount Voucher scheme?

Moden/expansion port:
standard serial

Industry-
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If pou've built the I/0 Port from last month pou'll no~doubt be eager to try it
out, so yithout further ado, dig out that soldering iron again (and be careful

which end you hold]..

OUT AND ABOUT

To start with, we'll have a look at a
few output circuits. Figure 1 shows &
VHOS Power-MOSFEY being wused to drive
a relay and ar LED. The MOSFET (T1)
yill be turned on when the 10 port
output goes high (about 5 volts), this
in tern will energize the relay ceil
and cause LED] to illuminate. You can
use any of the I/0 port terminals to
control 71, just commect it directly
to the terminal block that you wish to
use as an output ({see diagram from
last month), The OV to T! conmects to
the OV power rail, and the +Ve {DC)
supply is whatever you decide to uge
to drive the relay, Diode DI (1E4001
etc) is needed to absorb the reverse
veltage gemerated by the relay coil as
it de-energizes.

Choose T1 to suit the current
requirements of the relay coil, for
ingtance if the relay reguires about
20002 T1 could be an inexpensive
device such as a YNIOEM or VN1O0L¥,

To give zhout 10mA for the LED, Rl
would need to be 1K0 for a 12V supply,
er about 200R for a 5V supply. Just
for trying-out the example programs in
this article, you could lsave-cut the

relay {and D1} and coanect the +Ve
terminal to the port's 5V power rail,
a§ the CPC won't object to supplying z
few milliamps for the LED. R1 will of
course need to be 200 Okms or so,

Pi0 LIKITED

Yormal {bipelar) transistors aren't
really suitable in place of T1, as the
PIC outputs have & very limited
current capability; the exception
being the ports PB (0 to 7). These
outputs can drive Darlington {super-
alpha pair) trangistors; as shown in
Figure 2, The velue of R2 yill depend
upon the transistor used, but would
typically be around 250 for an MPSALL
or a TIPL22.

b2

FROK 1/0

o
Figure 2

PORT AND AFTER EIGHTS

To use all eight pins of a port as
outputs would of course need eight
cirenits 1llke fig.l or fig.2.
Fortunately this has already been done
in the fors of a chip, the OLN2803
{see Figure 3). IC1 contains eight
Darlington tranglstors, with a 27
resistor in series with each inmput.
Each cutput can drive a 500mA load
although you should derated this as
more outputs are used (down to about
190mk per output if all outputs ars
used}. Unused IC! inputs or outputs

can  be left  unconmected.  The
protection diodes {1, D2) are already
built into the IC, with the cathodes
brought out to pin 10. Comnect this
pin to the supply side of the relay
coils, or leave uncomnected if you are
driving nom-inductive loads (lamps,
LED's ete.)
A nore readily obtairable device, the
OLN2003 is almost the same: the only
difference being that it has seven
Darlington drivers instsad of eight.
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! Figure 3

hny port inmputs or outputs can
instead go directly to cther logic
IC's without the need for any of these
interface circuits; provided that they
are also operating from a 5V supply.

THE IN CROWD
Figare 4 shows a simple way to
connect a switch to a port imput.

- M oy B
" T 140
oY o———" S SORT
Figure 4
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Resistor RS (1R0) is there to protect
the PIO just in case you prograr that
pin as an output,
The switch should preferably be a
break-before-nake type, but if you do
happen to use a mzke-before-brezk type
then resistor R4 (1K0) will prevent
you fron shorting-out the power rails.
To experizent with thken, I woulg
suggest you use the input circuit of
fig.4 and the output circuit of fig.1
(without the relay) as these can both
be convieniently powered from the I/0
port power rails.

MODUS OPERANDI

Fach pert has a Control Register,
the contents of which deternine how
the port operates. & port can operate
in onme of four modes; Input, Qutput,
Bidirectional, or Bit Control. We will
be using the Bit Control mode (Mode 3}
being the only mode which allows us to
set-up each I/0 line individually as
an input or output. So, the first
thing to do is to select a port amd
tell it to oparate in Mode 3.

PB OR NOT PB

Bach PIO chip (IC3 & 1IC4) has two
ports, called PA and PB. BCRT 0 ig
therefore port P4 of IC3.  The
addresses required wers listed last
month, so we can see frov the ligt
that we need to select address &FALC
for the control register of port P2 ¢f
IC3, which is the control register for
our PORT 0.

50, we nov knoy vwhich address we
want, but yhat datz do we serd to it?
Figure 5 shows the data that peeds to
be sent to select the different Modes.

easy number to remember:
IR ENNIA

This is of course in binary, s0 on the
(PC we should type it as &X11121111
{&X denotes a hinary nuzber). This can
be written in hexadecimal as &FF or in
denary (decimal) as 255.
If you want to use the CPC to convert
from binary to decimal then you can
use PRINT &111111111
This will display the decizal number
25%. If you want to convert the other
way around, from decimal to binary,
then use PRIKT BIK§(255,8)
This will convert 255 into the binary
equivalent, displayed as an eight hit
number; ie. 11112111
From nov on I shall show all binary
numbers with the &% prefix,
Te access an address, we nead fo use
the 00T command. To send 255 to
I/0 address &FARC we can use this
conzand:-

OUT &PAEC,Z55
If you prefer mot to convert o
decizal, then you can use:-

OUT §FARC,&E11111111

IK, OUT, AND SHAKE IT ALL ABOUT

Once you've sent the Mode Comtrol
ford (which we've just done) the PIC
will expect us to gend something
called the I/0 Register Contrel Word,
This is the word which tells the port
which lines to set to inputs and
outputs, and must be sent next.

Figure & shows hov the word
representsthe individual I/0  lipes
¢f & port. In our case, we need to set
port PA of I{3, s0, figure 6
represents PA7 to PAD (in other words,
our PORT ),

Iﬂ?|DSIBSIDh|Dilﬂilﬂllﬂﬂl

HORE T0ENTIFIES MOE
Db g | oL eRd
0 1mn£é BON'T CRRE
0 .
i 1% 3 Figure §

D0 to D3 need to be sst to 1, this
tells the IC that you are setting the
Mode. D4 and D5 can be set to 0 or 1,
it doesn't matter which. D6 and D7
select the Mode to be used. In our
case we want Mode 3, so these two bits
need to be set to 1. If we set D4 and
D5 to 1, then this gives ug a nice

0% T UG, PO e O
I

0 SETS BIT T3 QUTRUT
1 SEY5 BIT ™0 DT

Figurs §

Let's have a go at satting bits 6 and
Tas outauts, and bits 0 to 5 ag
irputs {this will mean that the
terninals 100 to 105 will be inputs,
and 706 and 207 will be outputs).
Bits 6 and 7 need to be set to 1 {for
inputs) and the rest to O {for
outputs) to give:-

§E00111111

In decinal this is 83, so we now aeed
to send 63 to address &FAEC like so:-
0UT &FAEC, 63
Or, if you prefer, in binary;-
QUT &FAEC,&X00111111
Up to now then, we've managed to set
FCRT 0 to oparate in Mode 3, with bitg
band 7 (106 & 707) as outputs, and
bits 0 to 5 (700 to T05) as inputs,
s another example, suppose we wanted
to progran PORT 3 as follows:

Inputs - T30, 731, 132, T35, 137
Gutputs - 733, T34, 736
hgain, from last mentk's WACCT we can
gee that PORT 3 is port PB of IC3, and
it's Control Register is accessed from
I/0 sddress &FAFE.

First of all then, set the Control
Register to operate in Mode 2;-

QUT BFAFE &X11111111  {see fig.5)
Then send the 1I/0 Register Control
fiord, remezbering that the inputs will
be bits 0,1,2,5,7 and the outputs
will be bits 3,4, and 6;-

GUT &FAFE,R¥10100%11
Right then, that's the hard work over;
the easy bit is to get data in and out
of the ports,

s we've got the addresses for PORT
3 fresh in cur wninds (slapped wrists
for anyone who's forgotten!) we'll
attempt to set bits 3 and 4 low (logic
zero) and bit 6 high (logic 1).

Looking at last month's address list
again, we can see that the required

address is &FAPA (because we vant to

send data out of port PB of IC4).
The data to be sent is;-
Eixlxflxxx
Where x can be either 0 or 1, it
doesn't matter. We have already told
the PIC chip that bitg 0,1,2,5, and 7
are inputs, go any QUTPUT data sent to
these bits will be ignored. Replacing
the x's with zerces then, gives ug:-
01000000
To set output bit & hnigh then, we
nged to use:-
QUT &FAFA,EX0100000D
To set it lov again, just replace the
1 with 0, like so:-.
OUT &FAFA,&X00000000
Let's set output bits 3 & 6 high with:
OUT &FAFR, £X01001000
Now, suppose we went to set bit 6 low
but ye want to leave bits 3 and 4
unchangad; the command would bes;-
0UT &FAFA, 8100801000
This will set bit 6 low,
and bit 3 high,
only in bit 6

bit 4 low,
resulting in a change
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You are in the hands of

Angie Hardwick
23 Station Place, Bloxwich
Walsall, West Midlands, ¥53 2PH
Telephone : 01922 448730

FOR SALE

HARD¥ARE

CPC 454+ cfw steren mono meniter, 128K
internal RAM, internal disc drive
interface and power supply.

Extra palr of stereo speakers.

One 3" drive and head cleaner,

Gne 3.5" drive c/v pover supply, head
cleansr and MSB00 on dise.

ROKBox with M8800, Mazae, Commstar and
Microstyls ROMS,

Multiface IT with Insider softwars.
AME Mouse with interface and mouse
rat,

Parasonic KXF-1081 printer
ribbons.

Ewdrun Drum Machine and software,
hustrad IP-1 Tight pen and softwars.
One JY2, Two JY3, One Cheetah 125+
joysticks.

GEC 1200bps modem with cable {serial
interface required}.

with 3

SOFTWARE - DISCS.

CP/M 2.2, CP/M Plus {3 Origimal
copies). 2 In 1 PC TFile Transfer.
Nirvana. CP/M DProtext {with spell
checker & meil merge}. Plan-It.
Tasword. Rambase 2. PD Planner. Kisoft
Devpac, Graphical Adventure Creatyr,
Mterrative Firmware Guide disc,
Nultiface Imsider. 3D Construction
Kit. RSX Lib. OCF Advanced Art Studio.
Powerpage 64. Powerpage 128, Pacemaker
Deluxe, Microdesign Plus. Microdesign
Plus headline fonts (3 discs). Graph
Master. Varicus PD utilities ({AMSLOS
and CP/M) Many of my own prograzs.

Approz, o0 3" blank discs.

GAMES - DISCS

ouble Dragon 3 / Rodland. Virteal
Worlds  comp. Hydra.  Lemmings.
Prehistorik 2 Super Couldron. Teenage
¥utant  Hero Turtles.  Amstrad
Compilation Disc. Foothall Director 2.

GAMES - TAPES

Teenage Mutant Hero Turtles, Fassing
Shot, Hydra. 6-Lec 360. Afterburmer.
The Gamas - Winter Edition. Ttalia 90.
Gary Lineker's Superstar Soccer.
Blasteroids. Kick 0if. Gremlin Chart
Attact comp. The O0ltimate Collection
comp. The Dizzy Collection. The Tengen
Trilogy comp. Joystick Thunder comp. ¢
Soccer Simulators comp, Jack Nicklaus
Golf. DRobocop, Home Entertainment
Centre comp. Dark §ide,  Supreme
Challenge comp. Gazza 2. Pipemania,
§igel Mansell's World Champioaship,
Hero Quast + data tepe. Addams Family,
WP Wrestlemania. Smash 7V, Hudson
Hawk. Total Recall. Chase H). Extreme.
Turrican, Thunder Jaws, Super §pace
Invaders. Gauntlet 3. Final Fight,
Snowstrike. Robozone, Cisco Heat, Back
to the Future 3, Mstrocross, Chart
Busters comp. Death Wish 3 Football
Hanager. Football Manager 2. Foothall
Manager 3, Football Manager World Cup
Edition. Arctic Pox. Sei Combat. Rick
0ff 2. Icon John. Microprose Soccer,
Terror of the Deep. Swkeek. Sailing,
§trike Force Cobra. Star Wars. Lazer
Tag, Monty Pythons Flying Circus.
Hestages. Tin Tin. Mystical. Weltris,
Paperboy. F16 Combat Pilot. Turbo the
Tertoise. Driiler. Target Ramegade.
Turrican 2. Guuoship. Italy 1990,

(alifcrnia Games. Multimix 3 Golf
comp. World Cup Challenge. World
Champions. European 2.  Trivial

Pursuit, Scrabble. Clueds. Scalextrie,
Monopoly, Double Dragom. Silkwornm,
Footballer of the Year. Mini 0ffice,
Rlex Higgins World Pool. Speed Ione,
Finja Scooter Simulator. Desert Fox.
IT Racing Simulator. Bump Set Spike,
Alien 8. Hacker, Amarican Turbo King.

‘Beau Jolly comp. American Turbe King,

F16 Fighting Falcon. Spy v Spy. Rugby
Boss. Softvare House. Fiendish Freddy,
(PC 464 Software pack (17 tapes).

All Rmstrad Action covertapes to issue
102,

B00KS

Soft 157 BASIC Specification. Soft 138
Firavare quide. Alternative Firmware
guide. Computer OGraphics. TFantasy
Ganag. Craepy Computer Games. Computer
Fur. ¥aking music on the Amstrad CPC.
Master machine code on the Amstrad
{PC, Apstrad advanced programming
technigues. Sensational games for the
Amstrad CPC. Adventure games for the
Anstrad CPC. Brainteasers for the
Amstrad. Prograzming the Z80. Amstrad
Action 4-102, Amstrad Computer User
Mar 91-May 97, C2C Attack 1-6.

HISC
Three 3" disc bozes.
Eighiteen casette storage boxes,

R11 the above = £150 ono,

EXTRA

DE®ronics 64K RAM expansion for the
164, £8

Vidget to use CBC
nachines. £2

add-ons on +

AlL software and hardwere has the
original nanmals  and packaging.
Postage is extra or buyer can collect.
I will consider splitting for a decent
offer,

Chris  Green, 91 Stafford  Road,
Ruislip, Middlesex, HA4 6P,

Tel (01855) 623283, Mobile {0956)
644203, Call acytinme.

WARTED

WACCT Issues 4-15, 19, 22, 13, 25-31,
15-51

Call Christine on 01159 133181

(I hate these blank lines -Philip))
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Here for pour delectation are 2 few words about lstterbeads and sther good things

that can be yours at the touch of a4 button (/BW) or three.

You can, as [

mentioned last time, uss graphics alomg with text at the same time of printing. I
have printed py Initials in a large shadow font (x6), with my nape and address in
4 large font at the side, followed by my telephone number In normal size italics
underneath, all finished with & full line in IBN box mods.

THERE ART NO PROBLEMS

First of all you need an art progran
to produce the graphics on. I use Stop
Press to enlarge the lefters that I
need and after each move up in size I
use the edit wnmode to smooth off the
edges, then save it a8 a screen file
¥ith the Stop Press ext: .PHS. It is
then REMamed with an .SCR ext: and
loaded into the Advanced Art Studig.
You then have to clear all unnecessary
bits from the screem, because Stop
Préss saves all the memy board with
the sereen, and resave as an At
Studio File with the ext: .8CR. This
can then be imported into Brunword and
you have the option of saving it with
the extension .C which neans 1% has
been saved as a conmpressed file, much
szaller than a normal 1Tk screen file,
for use only with Brunword. You can if
vou wish, leave it as 2 normal screen
and still use it in Brunword. This can
then be placed ané printed out, say,
at the left hand side of the page, (It
can be positioned wherever you wigh
with the ¥arqin command). Te get your
nare and address alongside you will
have to reverse the printer back up
the page until the text prints in the
position that you require, by using
the teverse comeand, [ believe that
21l 24-pin printers and most modern
9-pin printers, have the ability to
reverse, You can them print a
contingous line across the page o
link up with the Dottem of your
initials. The reverse comeand is fully
explained in the mamual, and if your
printer doss mot have @ Teverse
contand there is an option to stop the
back to the start, The pregrae will
ther move down the page to the correct
position to primt. T should have

menticned this before but the Elite
version ¢f Brumword will only work
with  printers  that &re Epson
compatible, that is printers that
accept standard Epson codes. There are
6 fonts programmed into the ROM {which
neans no extra loading from disc AXD
no extra programs tc buy). Two of
these are supplied in 3 different
sizes, and each one can be sat from
single width to 9 times width in steps
¢f one and the height can be set to
single, double or anything up to 8
tines height. This effectively gives
vou 10 proportional fonts. I have an
Epson LQ-100 24-pin printer which has
5 fonts plus draft and draft
condecsed. Tvo of these, Roman and
Sans Serif, are scalable in points of
1up to 32, So you can see that the
combinations are simest infinite.

GET THIS CHAPS

Yew, I have many times loaded anmother
file into a word processor, only te
find that it has oversritten the
existing file before I had saved it.
Fear no more! If I do this with
Brupword it loads the new file into
the programs memory, aad you can then
either delete the old file in the work
area and then (GET} the new file from
the pregram memery, or you can WEAVE
(merge) the new file wherever you
require it in your text.

A fev words now about the System 2
printer control. This used in
conjuction with the Pre-print codes of
I-Print,(which allows you to send up
to nine printer codes before printing
starts), can give you an enormous
amourt of printing conditions. Font
selection,  justificatior, micro
justification, proportiomal and non-

proportional fomts for 9- amd 2¢-pin
trinters ars  just & few. In
proportional printing it will even
fill the printed lines according to
the character size, which neans that
lines with & lot of narrow lettars
guch as 1 or 1 will contain more words
than linas with wider letters such as
¥ and @. ALl in all there are far too
zany sequences to explain here,

¥HY SPOOL A GOOD DAY?

Thers s also a facility to prinmt
group files straicht from a disc, All
that needs to be done is to put three
amparsands (&) at the top of the
sereen and list the files that you
waet to print underneath. It doesn't
patter if they are on different discs
a5 they can be ckanged whilst printing
is taking place. If you were writing a
book or a long articie which runs cver
a number of pages, you could arrange
the pages in odd numbers 1,3,5 etc, in
one or zore files and the even pages
2.4,6 etc In other files Then all that
needs doing is to load the paper and
start printing. ALl the odd pages will
be printed first, then if you turn the
sheets over and restart, all the even
numbered pages will be printed on the
opposite sides. ALl this can be
accomplished with only one disc load,
if all the files are on the same disc,

AND THE FORMAT'S RIGHT T00

There iy also & format command. The
program will format discs, either 3"
or 1.5", in whichever drive has 2 disc
ir. 3" are formatted at 178k of course
and the three and a half inch at B2-
712k, This can be done even while you
have text in the word processor and
data in the database, without losing
¢ither. So when you write an article
to WACCI and canmot find a formattsd
dise, yeu can format one and ratura t¢
your erticle and save it., Ko more
gaving text, reset computer, load
formatter, format disc, load word
processer, reloa¢ text and save text.
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Kelcome to the second imstalpent of Understanding Your CPC. Phis issue looks at
different types of storage along with their pros and cons. Personally I think an
air-tight container is best for those home-pade chocolate biscuits.

VELCOME BACK

The CPC computers can use four types
of storage - RAM, ROM, tape and disc.
AN is velatile; it can change its
contents very quickly and  itg
contents are lost when the rachine is
switched off. ROM holds its contents
but they camnot be changed; tape and
disc hold their contents which can be
changed, quite quickly in the case of
disc.

NHAM BAM THANK YOU RAN
The 280 chip which is at the heart of
the CBC computers is as wmuch a 16 bit
chip as the 8088 which was in the
first IBM PC; it is able to address
2°16 locations {or 64K of RAM) and the
RAN is split into four 16K blocks.
¥hen the machine is in AMSDOS mode,
the tep and bottor biocks operate
differently from the niddle two. If
the computer saves sope information to
t location in the wmiddle two blocks
and then asks for it agaln, it will
get the information it saved, If it
saves some information to the top or
botton block, it may or may not get it
back when it asks for it. If a ROM is
switched on in the relevant block, it
will get the information from the ROM,
not frox RAM. To get the information
it gaved in RAM, it has to switch off
the RON temporarily.

By switching ROMs in and out - up to
250 of them - programmers can in
theory have access to over 4 Megabytes
of storage even though the 280 camnot
recognise more than 65,536 addresses
(or 64K},

The 6128  machines  offer an
alternative and, in the case of
E¥5DOS, additional approach - bark-
switching, The extraz 64F is also split
into four barks and the most common
use of the barks is to switch one of
the four extra banks with one of the

$peed of ths

Biddle two banks. This is so that,
once again, the 280 can wuse the sape
address for data in five different
banks which are switched in and out
depending on which one is wanted. This
i5 handlied by BANEMAR,

BANK SWITCHING

CP/M Plus had already been developed
to use bank switching in & slightly
different vay; instead of switching
data in and out, CP/¥ Plus switches
almost the whole of itself in and out
leaving 61% in total for programs znd
data.

Finally, RA¥ can be used - as it hag
from the start on the BCW - to store
prograng and data in & manner similar
to a dise drive. The K9S 8ilicon Dise
offers this facility; the 64K Memory
Expansions -are intended to extend g
64K mackine to 128%; the larger zemory
expansions enable larger silicon discs
to be used. Like all RAM, their
centents are lost if power is lost.

RON

The main function of ROM on the CRC
sachines is to extend the capacity of
the nachines. With programs in ROM you
can still uge the pemory in the block
under them for saving information:
with the same program in RAM, you
would lose that memory. But, for most
people, the joy of having ROMs ig the
response  since the
information is always there ready to
be read.

ROMs have one slight disadvantage;
they all take up a few bytes of
precious RAM te announce themselves,
Some programs - Mini-Office being the
nain one - won't run unless they can
have all the RAM they think they
should have. In addition, some ROM
progranzers don't write well-hehaved
code, that is, code which will

relocate itself lower in nemory if

there in another program already
occupying the space it thinks it
nesds.,

Several ROM programs have a |ROMON
compand which can restrict the number
of ROMs you allow to be on; |ROMON,7
Is usually enough to ture evervthing
0ff except BASIC and the disc ROX,

TAPE

Tape storage i3 available on all
machines except the 6128+ though you
nesd to enter [TAPE before using it on
a 664 or 6128. Tape storage is cheap
and easy to use; yeu simply put the
tape in and 'RON"' the tape which
loads the progran and data. ¥ith any
program vnick loads itgelf and its
data inte the machine in one go and
saves its data {n one go, tape ig
alnest the perfect mediur,

Problems srise for tape when the
program is too big to fit easily imto
the available RAM or the tape has to
nake uge of repeated loading of more
progran or data, Bnother problem is if
the amount of data you want to handle
exceeds the 30K or so available on the
84K machines or the 90Kk or &0
available on the 128K nmachines. In
these cases, disc is preferable if not
assential,

PISC
The meciun on which information is
stored on disc is the same a8 tape
except it comes In circular shapes
which are encased in cardboard or
plastic covers, All discs nowadays can
take information on both sides of the
disc (this is not the same as tureing
over a tape hecauge the informaticn on
a tape 18 recorded offset from the
centre of the tape &0 that, when the
tape is turned over, the recording is
nade ¢cn a different part of the same
side of the tape).

The Amstrad disc drives suppiied for
the (PC range all ‘heve a single
recording/playback head and so the
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disc has to be turmed over in order to
use the reverse of the dise. 311 3.5"
drives come with twin heads, one on
each side, and the disc canmnot be
turned over. Sc some suppliers provide
a side switch which directs the disc
drive to use the top or bottom head to
read from or write to the disc. This
replaces the turning over which is
needad in the Amstrad drives. It is
ABSOLUTELY VITAL that you never change
the position of this switeh while the
dise drive moter is running.

The main advantage of disc is cost
per amount stored; in addition, disc
has the advantage of RAM or ROM in
that you can g¢ to a relatively
precise area of storage for what you
wabt - not down to a single byte as in
RAK or ROM but down fo 2 particular
512 bytes in the case of tha CPC.
This 18 not really possible with tape,

KEEP THE DISC IN THE DRIVE

Though, unlike ROM, everything on disc
has to occupy space in HAM at some
time to be useful, both games and
business programmers hazd developed the
practice of using overlays long before
the CPC came along, In & qame or a
serious program like Supercale, the
program starts by Icading only the
core functions; when the user asks for
d location or a level in the game or a
function in Supercalc which has not
been loaded so far, the program reads
this from the disc, replacing a
location, level or furction that was

there before. If the user wants to go
back to the previous location or leyel
or wants to use the function that has
been overvritten, it is read from the
dige once again,

Some serious programmers use this
technique in reverse for data; if your
word-processed document or database
becones too big for the evailable RAN,
parts of it - if not all of it - are
saved to disc in a temporary file. If
you then try to move suddenly from
beginning to end of the file, you may
find it takes half a minute as the
program saves the begimning to dise
and then reads the end from disc.
Remember, it has to keep track of
where this long file is stored on disc
at the same time ag it displays it in
the way you want it on screen.

The zain source of speed on 2 disc
drive ig how data is stored. The dise
is divided intoc concentric tracks (or
'cylinders') which are themselves
divided into sectors. An Rmstrad disc
nas 40 concentric tracks and 9 sectors
per track; each ssctor holds 512 bytes
which means a total of 40 x 9 x 512
bytes (or 180K) can be held on one
side of a disc. 2K of this is reserved
for a directory which is usually

_stored in the outside tracks.

ON THE WRITE LINES

When loading a file, the operating
systen {AMSDOS or (P/¥) reads the
directory and finds the location of
the file; it instructs the head to

neve fo the correct track and picks up
the data as the sector passes under
it. When saving a file, the operating
syster reads the directory for vacant
space, moves the ‘head t¢  the
position{s) on the disc where it is
and writes the file in the space. If
there is not enough space or something
goes wrong, the operation is aborted.
If it is successful, the operating
system fills in the details of where
the file 1is in the disc directory,
checks for & file of the same name on
the disc and changes it's ending to
BAE (if there is a .BAR file of that
nage already, It omarks it as
"deleted'); finally, it gives the
correct name to the file it has just
saved.

Piles are never erased physically
from a disc - as some criminals have
found to their cost - the space is
sinply marked as free for use. This
saves a lot of time and energy. You
can, however, erase everything on a
disc by formatting it. Formatting is
needed or a disc to lay down the
tracks and sectors and to number them
so that the disc drive cam find its
way quickly to the particular sector
vhere a file is stored or where it ig
going to store a file.

BACK AGATN KEXT MONTH

In the third and final instalment next
menth T will Jock at peripherals
including screen details and how
different printer cablas work.

SUNDAY
29 September 1996
at the Bescot Stadium

WALSALL

*10.30am fo 4.30 pm *

‘The one and ol Second
Great WACCI Convention

To simply book your licket for a great day out, send £2.00 to WACC/! and avoid
any last minute panic, as there are only a limited number of tickets available.

Refreshments and Bar
available
NB: Lunch must be !
booked in advance .

Just ask Angie




Last Issug Dave told us about CPC Procopy and Maxides. This month he continues

his trek into the wilds of the Ronzo suite,

library. Amongst others, Bonzo Doo Dah and Diverse are the natives.

EXTRA EXTRA READ ALL ABQUT IT

The first thing that I did was to CAT
the disc to find out vhat is on it.
$ide A was Bonzo Doo Dah so this is
vhers [ decided to start. On it were
the programs  "READ-ME.BAS'  and
"OHDEARME.BAS", The Read-Me file gives
you infersatien about commercial dise
copying and advice about the COPYV2S
progran for commercial programs.

I have ugsed this one and found it
helpful where there is a hold up in
the loading screen. This program takes
over where the other program would
normally crash, overwrites it and
completes the transfer,

"OHDEARME.BAS" is just another of
thogse alphabetical listings {1000
prograns in all} with the games and
the program you nust use to complete
the transfer.

Te access DOO DAE you RUN'DISC. What
I like about this program is that each
individual program has & separate
nenu. Also, you are alvays prowpted
for a YBS/NO before a command is used.
It is a2 good wutility to kave and I
like the BOXZ0 cat screens. The first
nenu you see is this.

(1) BIGBONIY
{2) BONZEDIT
(3) BOKZCOPY

{4} BIG JOBS

(1) Press number ! and you get
afnother menu whkere you  can
selact the Bonzo 203k forzatter

(data, system, vendor or IBM),
read directory, dise to disc
copier and the facility te
access drives A or B. Persomally
1 have experienced problens
using the 203% format, 1 have
difficulty reading the discs but
I don't know why,

(2) For me the best program is Ko.2,
BONZEDIT. Bow this one is not
for the <Iainthearted berause
it's playing around with the
Track/Sector/Directory editor,
$0 if experimenting, make a back
up of the disc first prior to
tsing either of the editors. I
find the FILE LOCATIONS vary
useful and there is & good
hardcopy printout frem it.

(3) BONICOPY is basically a multd
file copier but & bit slov for
ny 1iking.

(4

—

BIG JOBS will d¢ a lot of things
that the other prograzs on the
disc can do, but with the
advantage of big <formats on the
"B" drive.

A
DEEPLY DIVERSIFYING
Now let's look at Diverse on the "B"
ide of this disc. The irritating
thing for me with this program is the
tine it takes to locad the screens,
You nay have quessed Dy nov that all
this disc contains 1s & lot of screen
files. They all have good graphics but
for me this part of the disc iz a "NO
NO" ¢cWe'll cut these sactors out for
Jou then- Philip)),

I am not certain hew¥ many screens
there are on this dise, as I said, it
is irritating waiting for the scresns

aow available as PD frow the WACCT

to change. Yot very much to say about
this program I am afraid, other than
sit down with & cuppa or something
stronger and enjoy the good graphic
scresn files,

DISC 4 - BOKZO BLITZ & M5800
If you tock the treuble fo read oy
reviey on Bonzo Super Meddler (and if
not, why not?), Bonzo Blitz is the
sare. It has various programs to
transfer tape to disc and each file is
self explanatory, with prompts such as
"PRESS PLAY AND AKY KEY" to guide you.
With the Blitz programs, like the
Meddler, there are good "READ-HE"
files that give 7youw some more
inforration on different transier
programs, so I don't think I need to
bore you again with a lot of reading.
On the "B" side is a program named
N5800. "§hat is it®" I here you ask,
Tou've 211 heard of RODOS, ROMDOS and
so ¢n, Well for ae, NSB0O {apart from
the now fzmous Parados) is the best
large format progran made for the CPC,
S0 how do I rate MSBOO out of 1007 I
give it full marks. It was the first
large format progrem I tried, I then
tried ROMDOS but very quickly changed
back to ¥3800. A1l my back up 3.5"
discs are in the MS800 format and I
naver  eIperience problems  in
transferring the programs back to data
0T system,

SUMMING DP

T could go on talking about this
progran forever, in fact I now have it
on ROM, it's tkat good. B5¢c I say to
those of you who haven't got ParaDos
or a Rombox but do have & 3.3" drive,
do yourself a favour, send me 2
cheque nade payable to WACCI for £1-B0
to receive the program on a brand new
disc, If you have not been able fo
purchase a Romhox but use the 3.3"
discs, then this one iz & must for
you. Yeed I say more?
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Amongst others, Angela Cook attended the WACCI Comvention last pear and promises
(threatens) to attend this year too. We thought she was the ideal person to
ansyer the question, "Why Should T Go To The WACCT Convention”,

EARLY MORNING STARTS

Not everybody was able to attead the
last year's "do". Those that did will
tell you what 2 good time they had,
even with all the hard work and the
getting up early im the moraing. For
nonths after last year's gathering,
Fair Comment was filled with letters
singing praises about every aspect. I?
you want to really know what went on
last year, you'll need issue 94 of
WACCI for the report, vhoto's and
comzents about the convention.

THANKS TO DR. HARDWICK
Lagt  year  was really  very
experimental. & WACCI Convention had
never been held before. Jeff Walker,
Steve Williams and Uncle Clive Bellaby
a1l had stells &t Computer Feirs in
various parts of the country and there
vere also the numerous gatherings at
friends houses, but nothing on the
scale of the WACCI Convention before,
hngie Nardwick decided that talking
just wasn't enough and she actually
had t¢ do something, Angie is alsc
organising this year's convention.
"We've learnt a lot from last year."
She says. Improvements will be
velcome, but don't Ilet that make you
think we 1l met in a stinking hole.
The rooms wers actually very nice,
most people commented too hot and 2
little dark, but nicely furnished.
There were two large rooms connected
by a& open bar along with various
smaller rooms along the hallway,

Last year varicus peopie inhabited
these roons and one was for smokers as
this was not alcud in the Iwo maim
halls due to fire risks. This year one
of the rooms is going to be & WACCI
office that should be nanned all day,
You'll be able to pay up subs and get
PD dises as and when you want them.

WACCI OFFICERS GRILLED

Last year there were & few
demonstrations on  differest CPC
related topics. Amongst others, Ian
Neill showed people his Rom Blowing
Kit and Richard Fairhurst talked to ug
all about the amount of york he put in
to RoutePlanrer, These demonstrations
seemed to be @ success and most of you
have asked for some more this year.

§0, more demonstrations are being
organised this time round. Perhaps the
nost interesting wili be Brian Watsons
talk about the various elements of the
Protext suite. Knowing Brians humour,
there will also be chance for a bit of
a giggle too.

There are more demes planned but not
yet finalised, I would hate to tell
you them now and then for you to be
disappointed at the end of this month,

There will also be a question and
answer sessicn with the WACCI officers
at some point, although this isn't
expected to be a 100 per cent serious
discussicn. I warn you, WACCI Officers
are preparing some witty responses to
clever questions.

BAKING YOUR CAKE AND EATING IT
Ay body who attends can have a plece
of the huge 10th Birthday cake that's
being made. Judging by the turp out
last year, that is going to be & big
cake, Will the Rditor jump out of it
and surprise us all? Beware, it's
exactly the kind of thing he would do.
The only real problem last year was
the noney with which te¢ hire the
rooms. An anonymous domor saved the
day, our thanks went to Mr. ¥ last
vear, but they must also do so0 for
this year's event, Without last
Septenber's convention WACCI would not
have been able to raise the money to
finance this years jaunt,

ALL CHANGE

The publicised  times  for the
Convention was 10.00ax uatil 4,00pm
for members {opening a little earlier
for those people setting up). This has
beez put back by half an hour for this
year. Doors will oper at 10,30 and
ve'll all be kicked out at 4,30
{although I don't thimk I left until
gone 6.00pm last year), These adjusted
tinings enable people setting up their
tables an extra half an hour to do
their stuff.

The general consensus last year wag
that, for some, it was hard work, but
still very enjoyable. It was great to
neet old friends and make new. It was
also great to have so many suppliers
in cme place. ComSoft and Merline-
Serve will defipitely be attending
this year and the Trading Post are yet
to confirm, Many of the items on sale
at the convention are azuch cheaper
than normal. This is partly becauge
there will be no carriage charges and
secondly, no one wamts o carry
everything back down the steps and
through the stadium to go nome with,

HOTHER INVADES WACCI

¥y mun has just added "Anybody going
will certainly meet Angela, Arthur and
Philip," That's three very good
reasens not to attead then. Xup has
also just added that I was on a high
for weeks after the event. Anybody who
§till needs convincing, call "Nother".

THE TMPORTANT BIT N

Tickets for the conventicn are going
quite fast, so please get them as scom
a5 possible; Tickets are available
from Paul Dwerryhouse at £2 a head,
(heques should be nmads payable to
"WACCI" please and Pauls address is on
the inside back cover.

If you would like to book a meal for
the day, then pleass do so with Angie
Hardwick. I am told that last year the
meals were very genercus and tasty.
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HENENED
VIFGITIN ESY

Protracker, on PP disc 91, is an Amstrad version of one of the most popular Aniga
public dowain trackers, and very good it is ftoo. For the uninitiated, a tracker
i3 & program which enables you to compose mugic on your computer, in the case of
your CFC, using the three sound channels which are huilt inmto the machine.

MUSICAL MAKE-LP
Rach piece of music is made up from
patterns which are built up from three
tracks, one for each of the three
audio channels and are 64 lines long.
Why 64 lines? Yell there is a reasom,
the most popular tining for music is
calleé 4/4 time, which in siwple ternms
neans there are four beats to each bar
of nusic, The shortest commonly used
note is a quarter of & Deat. Each
lines equals a quarter of a heat, with
four lines for each full beat, 16
lines for each bar and 64 lines for 4
bars, which is a very convenient
number of bars from which to construet
pieces of music. For those among you
who feel the nsed t¢ write in other
time signatures it is possible to
shorten the number of  lines by
inserting a code 1intg the pattern ie
tell it to jump to the next paftern,
These patterns are strung together to
nake the finsl pisce of music,
However, there may e many of you
out there who asre not able to write
your own ‘tunes, but would like to

tinker about with someone elge's. This
ig where Protracker comes into its own
becanse it is able, after they have
been converted by the program included
on the disc, to load many of the
thousands of modules which have been
produced for the Amiga, There are
three included on the disc for you to
be going on with, I have converted a
few, which I have sent to Philip for
potential inclusion on & WACCI PD disc

and car provide gpore if wanted.
THE PROGRAM ITSELF
gn loading the program you are

presented with the main scresn, shown
in fig.1. Many of the operations are
gelf explanatory, "play" will play the
gong from the curremt position,
"pattern" will just play the current
pattern, "discop" enables you to do
all the usual disc operations.
Loading, saving, deleting, “Bdit" will
put you into edit mode, which is where
you are &hle to entsr notes into the
list and ig dealt with in more detail
beloy. "Sample” will take you to the

sample editor, also dealt with in nmore
detail helow. "Somglist" is where you
decide in which order to play the
varioug patterns. 'Others", which
lasds to another menu of options and
"help", yhich as its name suggests
opens a very ugeful helpfile which
details all the options available, If
you are running the program from a B
drive, remember to go to the discop
nenu and gelect drive B before trying
to access the help file, othervise it
will only look at the A drive.

EDITING THE MUSICAL MAYHEM

In sdit mode, the keyboard is used to
enter the notes, with two ocfaves
being available, the higher octave
using keys 23567 QWERTYU and the low
octave using SDGAT XCVBNM use caps
lock to toggle between the two,

After entering & note the cursor
will jump & specified number of steps
which is also shown on the status bar,
uge teb/shift+tab to increase or
decrease the ampunt. The cursor keys
perforn their wsual functions in
roving the cursor around, the function
keys can also be wused to move to
specified positions in the track,
briting a song entails entering notes
ir appropriate positioms in each of

o p—
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the three tracks, load one of the
modules and you will see what I mean.
Bach track can be turned oz or off
individually. & useful featurs of the
progran is that an individual track or
a complete pattern zar be stored in 2
buffer and then pasted onto another
pattern so, for exampls, if you have &
rhythn track which is likely to be
repeated throughout the song there is
np need to enter all the datz again
when you start & nay pattern,

A TOUCH OF NORMALITY

In noreal mode pressing a key on the
kevboard will enter a 20te and the
sarplenumber, which will Dbe  the
current sample indicated by the status
bar, To change the sample use ctrl
together with a key from the keypad or
seroll through with the curser keys.
In samplesero mode, selected using
clr, only the note is entersd. Once
the note has been entered, various
effects can be assigned to it, for
gxanple arpeggio which is uged to
sizulate chords and sample offset
which plays from a chosen position in
the sample net from the beginning.
Fach line is made up as shown below:
((Due to lapout problexs its aow at
the top of the next colump -Philip))

01 -2 1 0AC

[
POSITICR HOTE SAMPLE COMMAND

Once you have entered all your
patterns you then go to the songlist
and decide in which order to play
them, there are 128 positions and
patterns can be repeated.

SAMPLE THIS / SAMPLE THAT

The program contains a very powerful
sample editer. When a module is loaded
or saved, the samples it wuses are
gtored with it. It is not possible to
sample sounds directly from the tape
deck, the progran is designed to use
Aniga samples which  have been
converted uging the program which is
included. The Amiga uses 8- or 16-bit
samples whereas the CPC is usually
limited to 4-bit cnes, Thowever I
consider the converted samples still
to be nuch better thar is usually
heard on our machines, Once again I
have converted a number of samples,
both instruments and other sounds
which I have gent to Philip for
inclugion in the PD library. There are
thousands of these samples available

in the Amiga PD scene so either nake
friends witk an Amiga owner or get in
touch with me if you want more.

samples are loaded into the positicn
indicated by  the  status har,
overvriting the sample currently
occupying that position. Therefore if
you already have a module loaded and
you overwrite one of its samples in
this way, it will then play with the
sample you have loaded. The sample
aditor enables you to change a sample
in numerous ways, for example, making
it repeat, cutting parts out, merging
it with another, ard making it play
backwards,

THE OUTRG BIT

Well, in brief, that's Protracker. I
keow it might sound guite complicated
hut it is a very user friendly
prograr, and with its abilify to load
Amica modules I would recommend anyone
who ig slightly interested in music to
tty it out, I'm sure you'll soon get
te grips with it and then perhaps vou
cotld include your compesitions in the
PD 1library for us all to enjoy!

((Thanks Martip, T'll send the samples
off the John for imclusion In the
bibrary -Philip))

SEI'T

THE MAGAZINE FOR ALY,
SEITCOMPUITER USERS

Yems, if yowse got a CPC ox o S5 N,
= OG<d 0¥ B IOV, a Spectaiem,
Orwwhatewen:...
if it is an S-bhit at heart,
SERIT is for yor

Sources of Softeware and Havddaranre,
Repairers, Olab N ewrs etde,

Ei-monthiy

From: BExriax Watseon
Harrowden, 39 High Street,
Satétorn, EXLY, Cambs
CRG ZIRA

Tel: OL3IFZ3 T TITO0G
Epmail: Brian@eapheroid.demon..co. ok

; File-swapping, E-mail, DTE, Beat Buys,

only 22 040 per issne 5

Merline-Serve/KAD, Brympton Cottage,
Brunswick Road, Worthing, West Sussex, BN11
3NQ. Tel/Fax 01903 206739

Merline-Serve

Merline-Serve is a non-profit making service run by
CPC enthusiasts, for CPC enthusiasts. We supply
software and hardware no longer available from the
commercial software houses and publishing companies,
We stock many books, magazines, fanzines, ROMs,
hardware, software (both games and uiilities) on disc,
tape and cartridge. Our items are in good working order,
or your monecy back. We will consider swaps, part
exchanges and purchases ourselves. If you can’t get hold
ol a CPC item, then iry us, because wethave probably pot
what you wani, can get hold of i or know someone who
can,

We also run King Arthur’s Domain, a disc based PD
library containing over 200 discs. For a catalogue, end a
disc (3”7 or 3.5”) and an S.5.AE. to the address above,
Merline-Serve is now offering a standard 10% discount
to all WACCI members. To get our latest catalogue,
simply send an A5 §.S.AE to the address above, and
we'll get one on it’s way.
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TETHRILS

Al MISALIET ey

It's currently 2:28 in the morning, I'm not usually up this late <«I wouldn't
believe a word of it- Philipy>, But I have been tipkering yith my CBC, I started
eariier today listening to the rain pour and sorting through some discs and T
have finigshed much later listening to the Kinks and playing Petris.

FROM RUSSIA WITH LOVE

I've been playing lots of different
Tatris clones too. I now have on ome
disc, PowerTetris, Drehdriss, Tetris?s
and Tetris. They are all PD and I ain
to have the top score on all of then
before dawn breaks.

Tetris is a puzzle game that was
developed in Russia. The idea of the
game is to arrange the seven different
shaped bricks that fall comsscutively
into the playing area until they fit
together perfectly. As soon s you
have a Iull horizontal line, that line
will disappear and vyor will gain
points or line numbers, dependant on
how the game is intarpretad,

The name Tetris comes from the
prefix Tetra which means four. The
seven differemt mouldings of the
shapes that you play with can be made
up with four blocks.

T rather like the concept of the
game Tetris. T have played it on the
Fintendo Gameboy in which it seemed to

become  famous with  the  younger
generation. Personally I prefer it on
ny trusty CPC. You can see the scraen
better, it's in coloar and you don't
have to worry about the battaries.

There are'sa few versions of Tetris
that I have seen from commercial
software honses, but I never did think
nuch of them. I have concerned myself
with programs from the Public Domain
ared because they are easy to get hold
of and you don't have to werry about
copying them,

TETRIS - J. GZECHOWSKI

This verslon was written in 1989 and
in 2 way it shows. For some raasen,
the look of software goes in waves as
fashion has over the years. When you
load the program yvou are presented
with a cosprehensive set of optioms,
inciuding loading and saving the high
score table (alvays nice to see your
name up in lights) and defining your
own keys which many of the other games
don't allow you to do, You can choose
which level of difficulty you start on
and from here you go inkto the game
proper. Initially to look ai the
playing screen is very neat and tidy.
The outside details such as the score

- have -geen worse.

chart of all the different shaped
pleces look very professional. You are
told your score, the high score,
level, lines and there is a "next" box
ghoving the next piece to fall for
extra help.

hlas it's when you get into the
gameplaying that you are let down.
Even the very clear and jolly tune
won't keep your spirits up for long.
The game is slow and the keys are
‘sticky'. It's also acmoying that if
you push the brick down it does
iiterally that, goes straight down. I
personally prefer vergions that just
float down oquickly whilst vou are
pressing that key,

Also the bricks change colour from
the next box to what comes on screen,
which can be rather confusing at
times. The colours really are tog
close together in shade and could be a
bit flashier.

Overall this isn't z bad versien, I
You just wait until
you see the other ones though, I'm not
going back to this version and I doubt
you would too. The other bomus with
this progran 15 that the author has
an almost as unmpronocunceable name as
our editor,

DREHDRISS - SIEGBERT RIECKER

This is a type 1in from a German CRC,
PCW and PO magazine called PC Amstrad
International. It is from 1%90 which
is much more recent than I would have
guessed. If you want to get in to the
gare quickly, the initizlising scresn
can be a hold up, but it is the same
with most programs. At first you ars
presented  with @ screen  saying
'Drehdriss', in almost a Russian type
face with one R and the § back to
front and mirrored at the bottom. This
really is quite eaffective, You are
asked if you want o load the
highscores, which 1is another feature
in its favour. If vyou are not sure
the computer aske if you would like it
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to decide, That part is quite comical
to vatch in itself. ccOnly If pou have
& rather strange sense of hymour and
you can't nake decisions for pourself
eagily, which Is probabiy why I like
It a5 well -Philip))

B great advantage with this game is
you can have two plavers side by side,
so competing is  great. You get
different blocks from each other,
whereas in other gimilar programs you
usually get the same style blocks.
This nakes a welcome change frem run
of the mill games.

There are nine levels to try playing
on, but I would start with level one.
(nce inside the game you are presented
with coloured blocks which nmove
relativaly smoothly down the screen,
You also have 2 'nmext’ Dox om scresn
as well as vyour lines, score and
level. I would term this game
"friendly’ by the way it lets you
soretimes move the blocks once it
appears to have 'landed’.

I dido't like this game when I first
came across it some time age. In fact
I hated It with & vengeance. However
with tize and use it hag grown on me.
It still isn't my favourite game, but
it's not bad to pass the time with.

POWERTETRIS - AMDREAS STROIZECK
This 15 a verslon of Tetris by the
Facehugger, the man that oreated The
Ultipate Megademo featuring the little
lLemmings thai you ean let splat fzom
the cliff edge, I have geen quite g
few of BEndreas' programs all vwhich
seel to be easy fo use with simple
concepts, including DosCopy. Power-
Tatris allows two players side by side
or you can even link up two CPCs, if
you have the correct leads, for a four
player mode, I have never been able to
test this, but perhaps somebody
would nake up the leads, would that be
2 good 1idea? «¢c7'd publish them as
woll, T would -Fhilip»)

As with most or all of Andreas’
gazes, the graphics are very well
designad. Many of the Zurcpean ganes
seer  to have similar colourful
graphics, and this ome 15 o
exception. The writing in the options
section is very nest, as is the main
gane playing area. The bricks don't
come down too fast or slow either. You
have the standard information on
screen such as lines dome, scere,
'next' box and so on that the other

ganes have offered. The head to head
node is very exciting, it sesms better
than on Drehdrizs because of the
better graphics and smooth scrolling.

Disappointingly, the zippy theme
tune that features in the introduction
sequeace ign't present in the game.
Usually, in two player mode, this
doesn't matter because you are s¢ busy
shouting at sach other.

This sssms & very comprehensive
version of Tetris and I would hesitate
to say the best version T have saen,
But then there's Tefris®...

TETRIS95 ~ CHRISTOPHE HASTRIOTTIS

On the initial lcading of this progrem
you are presented with a version of
the theme tune used in the Gameboy
version of the game. This is of
Russian thems, to represent <the
Rusgian origins of the ¢ame, This is
very clear and of very good quality.
You can then choose to play the game
or read the imstructions. Thess
instructions are in French, German and
English - I'm afraid I can't vouch for
the quality of those larguages though,

The ingtructions give yol a short
intreduction to how the game Tefris
came about and then goes on to explain
the contrels and game modes. Tips to
playing the game are alsg given, vhich
are good for novices. It would be wise
to read these before entering the game
otherwise you right get a bit lest,

Once vou have entered the game, the
migic starts again, in traditiomal
style and rather slow, but then it
hots up and you can hear where
Christophe has had some fun with the
mugic by bringing it up to date. This
does not spoil the <quality as soms
nodern versions ¢f music oiten do.

The main came scresn shows you your
best score for Mode 1 games and your
best lines for Mode 2 scores, Xof
baving read the instructions, when I
was first presented with the Mode 1
and Mode 7 games I assumed it would be
either Mode 1 or 2 graphics, ome being
blockier or smocther than the other,
As [ was soon to find out, Model
games are those In which you nust
conplete 209 lines and your best score
goes on the Best Score table. I
sersonally think that 200 lines is a
bit stcep, but for somecne ¥ho plays
for much longer than me and who vas
also 2 Igt better than me would
probably have very 1ittle difficulty

in reaching this target. Mode 2 is
whken you can play with the settings to
gtretch your own personal skills. You
can select the fall rate of the blocks
and how much time you have to complete
the game. It is the amouni of
completed lines you have in this time
that goes on to the-Best Lines table.
The games blocks are extremely well
drawn ané are similar in style to
PowerTetris' pieces. They also have
yery smooth scrolling. Ome feature I
especially like about this version, is
that wher you pugh the blocks down,
they only go &s long as you are
prassing the key. This speeds up the
gans no end but doesn't induce so many
$illy nigtakes. You- can't pause this
game, Christophe says that it stops
cheating but I thimk it's anmoying
yher I'm in the middle of a game and I
have to answer the phone.

Phere is & two player mcde on this
game, but I would be inclined to
forget it. The players take turps in
competing with each other which is not
really much fun when vou compare it te
Drehdriss or PeverTetris.

AND THE VERDICT IS...
T enjoyed playing all of these games.
It has been a fun evening ané I
anticipate many more Lours playing
Tetris, Tt's a game that has a geod
excuse behind it too ~ it's somewhat
taxing on the brain and sends these
little grey cells buzziag,

Ny personal favourite would have to
he either PowerTetris or Tetris9s.
They beth have excellent graphics, are
very colourful ané easy to use and
control, It's a pity that Tetrig9h has
sone annoying 1ittle glitches, such as
entering the imstructions = and not
being able to leave again. You have te¢
turn the machine off and stert all
over agaic, In an ideal world you
would be able to mix the best elements
of Fowerfetris and Tetris95 o come up

with something literzlly famtastic,

"' £ -
¥HERE T0 GO
1 got these programs from King
Arthur's Domaln hut they should be
available ip the WACCT PD Library tog.
The only ome that I know isn't in
there is Tetris9% because I don't
think that it has been in this country
that long. That's been sent of to John
Bowley though and he says that he will
annournce when it is available,
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Since the genealogical database Family History by Andrev Solomon was revieved by
Ron Izett and me in WACCI 89 in Map 1995, Andrew has now produced his Family
History suite version 2 and passed it te KACCI to be reviewed, As stated
previgusly it is rather of 4 specialised nature and reflects the almpst fantastic
agount of work done by Audrew, not only in the programming but being able to crap
It all into a 3" disk under the constraints of the CP( memory. Fspecially so
¥hen I realise that Andrew's pagnum opus is the construction of the fapily tres

of our Royal Family.

INTRO
Because this versien is an enhancemsnt
of vers.1, nost of the previous review
comnents bold true and in case you
have not read them I nake no apology
for using some of thex here.

Fapily Mistory 2 is by its very rame
i descendant of Family History ! ard
being @ little younger has more energy
than its forebear. I had believed the
Faxily History programs to be so good
that 1ittle could be dome to improve
then. I vas wrong, Andrew's version
tvo is more powerful and is capable of
rore than the originel and, I am told,
has yet more potential that Andrew {g
still investigating.

FAMILY HISTORY V.2

This version is much bigger than v.1
but still uses the same database to
allov for upward compatibility, so
there need be no hesitation in using
the original data files, One thought,
though, is that you would be well
advised to use & copy of your data
files for this version as some of the
additional routines would give strange
results if used with the version 1
prograng, '

The programs provide you with the
capability to create aad raintain data
files which contain infermation about
ancestors  arnd relatives, To
interrogate these files and obtain
printouts of this information, the
principal three types of information
cover, ancestral, descendants and
immediate family groupings.  The
inforration may be printed in a
variety of formats including charts

and one-line gummary reports. The
charts and reports use the data stored
in the Persons File, Marriages File,
Parent/Child Index and the Marriage
Index.

BASIC CONCEPTS

This FH2 suite of programs, indexes
and data files 1is a gensalogical
database with a capacity for 369
records for individuals and 200
records for marridges.

The programs are written 1in MBASIC
and run under CP/N 3.1 (plus), and
because of licemcing agreements for
this system you must produce your own
work disk. They are concerned only
with direct relationsnips but the
Hanual includes an appendix {Appen. )
which does explain the indirect
relationships and then also shews them
graphically with the  Chart of
Consanguinity. Kow you will be able to
understand ciearly why cousin Charlie
Wheelbarrow is described, among other
things, as your fourth cousin unpteen
tizes removed!

BENEFIT AND ADVANTAGES

The benefit is & cohesive set of
programs to create and naintain your
genezlogical information. Advantages
are that the uger enters informatien
once only in one place only and
because the programs are interactive
there is no chance of discrepancy
betweer printed or screen reporting of
the data, Bvery person is associated
With every cther onme, both with the
Parent/Child relationship ard the
Husband/Wife relationship.

Because only Father, Yother, Son and
Dayghter details are entered the
programs use their relationship for
extracting and reperting data in
neaningful formats,  Whenever new
information is obtained it can now be
added readily to files or used to
anend data. The fimal results are a
well organised set of data files and
indexes §o that DPedigree Charis,
Femily Group  Sheets, Descendant
Reports and Individuals' details,
etc., are avallable upon demand either
by screen or printer.

DRAWBACKS

There is no provision for printing
either a comprehensive fanily tree or
for the display of the results of
relationship searches for distant
(genealogically speaking) relatives.
Both of these would be ¢f value in
avoiding the wanual construction (mine
extends to nice A3 sheets) and search
even if the uper was familiar with the
rules of relationship shewn in the
manuzl as Appendix 2,

THE MANUAL

Usually this is included as a text
file on the disk. In the cass of
Family History 2, this is not supplied
as 4 file but becanse of its size, a
massive 120 pages of 25 condensed
print, it would be necessary to obtain
it direct from andrev Solomon.

It ig well wriiter, comprehensive in
scope and easy to follow, whilst the
Appendices contain a  wealth of
infornation both practical for use in
the files and of direct interest, such
as ‘Degree of Rinship' not catered for
in the program.

REQUIREMENTS

1} Ao Epson or Epson compatible dot-
patrix printer capadle of dealing with
cendensed print as this is reguired
for Pedigree Charts, Ancestor and
Descendant  Reports, Family Group
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Sheets &nd some Personal Reports. If
you have orly a daisy wheel type
printer you may be in trouble.

2) Amstrad CPC6128 and 128k Memory and
at least onme disk drive.

For converience and ease of use a
second disk drive would be useful but
not essential as the programs will
function satisfacterily with only one
drive. The uge of & single drive will
result in several disk chamges having
to be made durirg the programs’
operations,

3) C2/M 3. 1{Plus), CB/¥ 2.2 (optional)
and the Family History 2 disk.

4) b supply of blank disks {already
formatted to avoid inconvenience and
bad temper) and continmuous eleven inch
listing paper (preferrsd) or suitable
gingle sheet paper eleven inches or
nore in length.Tractor or loose shest
longer than the eleven inch paper can
be used because you are given the
option to pause at Page-brezk when
printing to ailow you to realign the
next sheet.

PAEPARING YOUR DATA DISK

You will need a 3* disk for the work
disk (as CP/M + only works in the A:
drive) and format one side as System
disk and copy to it the FH2 Program
files, CLOCEM3.COM and SUBMIT,COM from
your CP/M+ System disk., These are the
DISPLAY & MAINTEKANCE files.

Format the other side of the disk ag
DATA and copy to it the files on side
2 of the FHZ disk, These files are for
REPGRYS & CHARTS,

B second disk should bs formatted ag
DATA and ready for FH2 program to uge.
Once you have started FHZ by keying
(CP¥ and have run SETUP a menu ig
shewn:

[A] Create a new (empty) Persons File;
[B] Create mew (empty) Marriage File;
[C] Bxit to CPM,

By selecting each opticn in turn the
program will create 500 empty person
records and 200 empty marriage records
on the DATA disk, the [C] exits to CPM
to allow you to request 2 DIRectory of
the DATA ¢isk to check that the
Persons and Marriages files have been
created.

PREPARING FOR HARD WORK

List of Persons.

Pegin by zaking a numbered list which
contains the names of the people who

will be in your Persons File; this may
look something like Fig 1.

Written List Of Persons
Ko. Surname GivenName Father Mother
1 Ash Ack

2 Dak Holly
3 Ash Beer 1 ?
4 Beech  Bessie

Figure 1

This is the naster 1ist of persons
and will continue to grow as more
names are added, Then go back and add
the numbsrs representing each person's
parents and as relatives are added the
benefit of this list will Dbacome
obvious later.

Kow make a second numbered ligt and
enter the record numbers eof those
persons who are married; this list
pay look like Fig la.

Written List 0f Marriages

Marriage Hushands Hifes
Fo. Record No.  Record Ke.
H 1 2
ete ete etc
Figure la

This is the master list of marriages
and will continue to grow as more
nanes are addsd,

KOW THE HARD WORK BEGINS

When these preliminary ligts have been
written out, your DATA disk is ready
and FH2 programg raring to go, this is
when the fun starts,

Run FHZ by typing [CP¥ and key in
the date when prompted to do so. The
screen then ghews the ‘DISPLAY &
KATNTENANCR' menu,

Select [B]- ‘Update Imformation in
the Persons File' and you will then be
prompied to key in the details (from
the persons list previously written)
into the screen display . Fig 2,
Similarly, selsct [C] ‘Update Infor-
sation in the Marriages File. Pig 3.

In all updates you have the option
to save, amend or scrap the record:
the program will deal with the file
naintenance automatically and you are
advised by screen messages just what

the program is doing and rolling
numbers will keep you happy rather
than watch a blank screen, All Input
is vade &t the bottom of the sereen
display where there are plain tert
prompts to enter details for each
field in turn. The inpuf field sizes
are denoted by open and closed square
brackets, the datz being moved to the
pain display when the [ENTER] key is
depressed. When inputs are completed
select "0' as the next record and wait
whilst the program opens and writes to
the Persons, Marriages and Parent/Child
files and indexes. Ther selecting [6]
will quit the FEZ program and you can
then request a DIRectory of the DATA
digk to check that tha Persons and the
Narriages files, Parent/Child and the
Marriages indexss have been created,
All files and indexes are updated
autosaticelly by the programs and thus
there is now no need for the uger to
do so: screen messages shew that this
is being done.

The filags and indexes form the
data- base without which the programs
can't operate and because lists of
persons and marriages canm nmow be
printed as required from the Reports
and Charts disk, the hand written
lists are no longer required but it ig
a go0d idea to make a note of the nest
nunbers available.

The Personal information input
screen includes a fisld ‘Code' which
¢an be a positive or & negative number
up to four characters, It is mot used
by any of the programs and is for the
user's own personal use only to
indicate, e.q., step-child, adopted
ehiid, ete,

The Marriage Record includes a field
‘Marriage Code' and this alsc can be
positive or negative up to four
characters, It is not used by any of
the prograes and is for the user's
personal use only, e.g., subsequent
narriages, etc. There is also a
"Comments' area for notes relating to
this marriage and is alpharumeric Lp
to 45 characiers.

Dates are checked to conform with
1-31 days, 1-12 months, year t-2050.
Should you wish to check the date for
validity against Julian or Gregerian
calendars them a calendar for the
appropriate year should be prinied
using the program  available under
‘DISPLAYS & MAINTEMANCE', There is
provigion to cater for those menths
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with fereign spellings or with noa-
standerd calendars e.g., Chinege
calendars{?} which can have 13 months.

In such cases the user is required
to confirm the detail and is warnad
that a nom-standard month may affect
the order of person listings. Such
dates can be ‘flagged’.

Surnzmes are cenverted to upper case
and leading characters in given names,
names of ¢ity, county, country etc.,
are converted to upper case and this
includes initial letters separated by
a full stop, e.9., UK

PRINTOUTS

At boot-up. It is essentizl at this
stage to meke sure that paper s
loaded correctly, the oprinter is
switched on and on-ijns  before
proceeding as if this is not done it
nay affect some of the printouts,

B prepared to use a lot of paper
depending on the file sizes because
although I haye only 400 records in my
_ Persons Fils it took 8 pages of single
line records fo print them!

A calendar and thres data-capture
pro formae for Personal details,
Marriage details and Worksheet can be
printed from  the  ‘DISPLAY &
MAINTENANCE' memn and all  other
printouts availabie are as shewn in
the 'REPORTS &  CHARTS' menu,
gelections being made by pressing the
appropriate keys,

These prints are the proof that you
have enfered all known details
correetly (or incorrectly, for you to
amerd} and bring together all your
kard work entering the data to the
Personal and Marriage files. They shew
the relationships that have been
calculated by the programs and shew
more details than are usually given in
the screen displays.

Briefly, the selactions available from
‘REPORTS & CHARTS' are;

[A] Abmentafel Numbers; these are a
systew of generation level nuzbering;
[8] Ancestor Report gives prints as
Linsage and Relationshiy using a
selected record number as base and
Tegresses to the earliest person.

The program calculates and shews
grandparenat, great-grandparent ete.;
{1 Descendants  Report  groups
descendants by generations. and shews
the relationship of the descendants
listed to the selected individeal;

Infornation for: Beer ASH

! ‘s Birth Informati
Parson: Berer ® el B e
Record-Nuwber: 3 City: London

Coumty!
Et;rme: §5H Country:
Weanes: e Parson’s Death Information
Sex! Male Date!
Code: & Gity:
Coimty!
Person's Father! Country:
Father's Record-number: | ge{m‘s Burial Information
ate!
Person's Nother: City:
Coumty:
Hother's Record-number: @ Coumbry:
(U] to update (D] to delete [41 to abort
Figure 2

Marriage Record-number: 1§ Narriage Code; ¢
Hushand' ord-nueber: |
Jushand,s Reoeed-numbert L wsn
Hife's Record-number: 2
Wite's Naner o' Molly OMK
miage Statisties:
for s
Narriage-county!
Rarriaga-countgss
Conaonts:
(U1 to update [] to delete [A] to abort
Figure 3
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D} Fapily Group Sheet shews for a
selected record number a group in
three rpain sections, vwviz., all
information from the Husband's record;
a1l information from the Wife's
record; information on up to elevern
children of that narriage using a
gontinuation sheet if necessary. (My
great-grandfather tad 16 children,
probably because ‘there was no
televigion in those days!).
(E] Tanily Tree will print a Tree for
a selected individual, This print
comprises an eight-generation chart on
four sheets of paper.
There is no  provision for a
coprehansive Family Tres,
(P] Marriage Information. Invokes
sub-wenu from which can be printad
a) List of records in Marriages File;
b) Information about Marriages:
Individual Marriage Records can be
printed by selecting appropriate
record nuzber;
¢} Alphabetical List of Marriages;
d) Search &nd List Selected Records
using surname or part thereof and

includes a 'Wild-Card' facility;
[6] Pedigree Chert., This prints from
selected individuals back through
parents and grandparsnts as far
back as there are records.
[§] Persons File. Fig 6 This invokes
sub-menus from which one can print
a) List Records in the Persons Pile;
b) Alphabetical List of Persons;
¢) Full Information about Persons at
gither 1,2,4 records per page;
d} List the Parent/Child Index;
e} Search and List Selective Records
using name or part thereof and
includes a 'Wild-Card' facility.

W¥hen printing, either individual or
blocks of records can ba printed.

Kone of the printed records drs
shewn as screen displays but in doing
thie review for Fanily History 2 I
have of necessity producad specinen
printouts - all 23 of them -
including relevant continuation sheets
- using np less than 63 sheets of
paper (¢and that's a lot of paper In
ong g6 -Philip)},

AND FINALLY

wnilst admittedly my familiarity with
Fanily History v.1 was guite useful as
I had already built my database and so
used & copy of it for this review I
found Family History 2 very easy to
uge onee I had read the User Menual
very carefully. And read it again
very carefully.

The ¥anual is, in 2y opinion,
ebsolutely explicit, 1 did not find
any aspect left to me to puzzle out
because the user is led gently by the
hand from part to part in a logical

progression with all steps subject to .

confirmation bhefore proceading. Apart
from keving in the details I found
that everything else was controlled by
singie-key depressicn and in my belief
this virtnally eliminated errors and
nade the programs as idiot-proof as
could reasonably be expected,

I can recommend  this  highly
conmendable genealogical package.

Have Fun,
Frank Neathervay

SD MICROSYSTEMS
(Dept Z) PO Box 24, Atileborough
Norfolk NR17 1HL. Tel (01953} 483750

The CPC, PCW and PC Specialists.

Software:

Wide range of programs including
Business/Accounts, Payroll, Word
Processing/D'TP, Databases, Utilities
plus a budget range from only £5.00,
all available on 3", 3.5" and 5.25" disc.
AUTHORISED LOCOMOTIVE DEALERS AND
TASMAN SOFTWARE RANGE STOCKISTS.

Supplies:

Blank Discs, Lockable Boxes, Printer
Cables and Ribbons, Labels and more.
NEW! 3" DRIVE REVIVER KIT....£10.00
Drive belt, Cleaner, DIY instructions.

Hardware:

3.5" Disc Drive packages from £75.00
24 pin Colour Printers from £199.00
Disk transfer service CPC<>PCW->PC
Send a SAE for our current catalogue
stating computer type and disc size.

CF2 DISK {ex-software house)

£15.00 per 10
CF2 Crystal Boxes 15p each
AMSOFT 3" 10's DISK BOX £4.00
AMSTRAD MP3 £35.00
1000's of TAPES from 99p
Many DISK from £3.99
eg: THUNDERBIRDS £4.99
3" Head Cleaner £3.99
BUSINESS, EDUCATIONAL & GAMES
LIST AVAILABLE

FREE POSTAGE OVER £10.00

CAPRI MARKETING LTD

COMPUTER CAVERN
9 DEAN STREET
MARLOW, BUCKS SL7 3AA

Tel: 01628 89101 Tel/Fax: 891022

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED




CHC SUUTE HEST

I H NsTER RUEH

I hadn't seen & copy of the (PC South West (User's Group magazine uptil Ernje
Ruddick sent me a copy with the request that I review it for WACCI. So here goes.

FIRST IMPRESSIONS COUNT

First of all, what doas it look like?
¥ell, the magazine is A3 in size
printed on 7 folded A4 sheats and, at
first glance, looks very much like a
cut-down WACCI in terms of content. It
has the same mix of letters, serious
reviews,  competitioms,  articles,
help-lines and PD news, A lot of the
nanes are fapiliar, ITGA (Angela Cook)
hag an article in the copy I've got,

February 1996, Dave Stitson edits it

and other familiar names  appear
amongst the help-Iine 1ist. 1It's
published bi-monthly and costs 80p
plus postage ccSee fraie Note 1),

It has a healthy section of ghort
type-ins, reminiscent of the old ACU's
ter-liners section but witheut the
need to lipit them to ‘ter limes, In
the days when I took AA for ay sins I
alvays found that typing in other
people's work helped me in my constant
battle with understanding the workings
of ny nachine, so the inclusion of so
nany here is a doubla-plus.

THE OTHER HALF OF THE STORY

S0 CPC South West has all the right
ingredients, but that's cnly half the
story. What about general appearance,
print-quality, that kind of thing?

The cover of Lhe issue in my hands
ig clear, interesting but wmaybe & bit
puddled. It does its job adequately,
informing us  what to  expect
inside, but maybe suffers a bit from
the use of too many font styles ¢¢See
froie Kote 205 It's only a minor
poict and maybe me being picky.

If that's a fault it's limited to
the froat cover. Inside, everything is
set out clearly with vary occesional
bits of clip-art breaking the text up
into digestible portions. The reviaws
are well written, as is a tutorial on
computer mugic (Part 5 in this Issue)

ks the magazine arrives Di-monthly,
enthugiasts might find 1t a bit teo
long between parts. The top of both
the editor's page and the letters
pages has a WACCI-styis pleture of the
ED. Imitation 1§ a very sincers form
of flattery, so that's okay.

AND OVERALL

Overall, then, CPC South West is
better than just an acceptable little
publication and I've no doubt it
serves its membership very well
indeed. If I was editing it {and I'm
not s¢ I'm in the position where it's
gasy to be critical) I weuld do
something about the few occasions
where the  justification routine
expands two short words to fill the
width of a colunn <¢¢See Zraie Fote
22, but with the exception of that
little cavil I can find little to
blame and a great deal £o praise in
it., Wkich can't be bad,

I'm not going to give it any marks
(percentzge or othervise). Ve're
nature CPCers here ¢¢lhe Editor i the
exception -Philipss and I'11 content
nyself by givieg it the thumbs vp. And
1T you need to know any rore about the
User Group and it's mag, contact Dave
8titson. I'm sure he'll oblige.

Ernie {The Wish-List) Notes

1. Cost £1 plus postage from April
issua.

2, Rectified in Aprils issue,

i, No occurrence of this nature in
the April issue. Obviously Dave
has been working very hard to get
the structure of the mag as neat
a8 possible,

Ernie Ruddick

The mestrad Users Group
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PIY Blee’zines

Hanna edit wour -
oun dise-wine? 0
donty is here g5
2 show you W2

how ..

EATTLE-ZINES

Stand hack, sparks are aheut to fly.
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WHO'S WHO

EDITOR: PHILIP DiRICHLEAU, GROUND FLOOR FLAT, 121 RIPON STREET, LINCOLN, LN5 7NG
Telephone 01522 511608 (But not after ilpm if you wish to live)

MARKET STALL

Angie Hardwick {01922) 449730
23 Station Place, Bloxwich
Walsall, West Midlands W83 ZEH

ITS THAT GIRL AGAIN

Angela Cook (01903) 206739
Brympton Cottage, Brunswick Road
Worthing, West Sussex BNIL 3NQ

FAIR COMMENT

Philip DiRichleau and Frank Neatherway
3 §lebe Close, Rayleigh

Fssex, §86 9HL

THE ABC OF PD

Mark Johnson {01375) 677631
13 Ashway, Corringham

Essex 5517 9EB

DISTRIBUTION AND SUBSCRIPTIONS
Paul Dwerryhouse

1 Brunsweod Green, Hawarden
Flintshire CH5 3JA

WISH LIST MANAGER
Eroie Ruddick

26 Spitalfields, Yarm
Cleveland, 1315 9HJ

ACCOMPLICE TO THE EDITOR
Ron Izett

oo WACCT B

address as above

BOOK LIBRARY & COMPETITION SPOT
John Bowley (01733) 702158

97 Tirrington, Bretton
Petarborough, PE3 93T

TAPE LIBRARY

Arthur Cook (01903) 206739
Brympton Cottage, Brunswick Read
Worthing, Sussex BN11 3%()

¥ACCI ON THE WORLD WIDE WEB

Tha URL is :
http://users.ox.ac.uk/ chridZed/
woww. ntml

WACCI HOMEGROWE DISC LIBRARY
Dave Stitson

4 Connaught Avenue, Mutley,
Plymouth, PL4 7BX

PD LIBRARY - DISCS t TO 18
Dave Stitson

4 Connaught Avenue; Nutley,
Plymouth, PL4 7BY

PD LIBRARY ~ DISCS 19 TQ 54
Stuart Gascoigne
24 Ketch Road, Lower Knowle
Bristol, BS3 5DQ

PD LIBRARY - DISCS 55 TO 84

Tan Parker,

24 Cxford Drive, West Meads,

Bogner Regis, West Sussex, P21 5Q0

PD LIBRARY - DISCS 85 onwards
Doug Webb {01257} 411421

4 Lindsay Drive, Chorley,
Lapes, PRT ZQL

WACCI SERVICES
Frank Frost
4 Rectory Close
Wootton, Ryde
Isle of Wight
P033 4QB

Phone (01983} 882197

The Aiternative Firmware
Guide and disc only E£5.00

Ex-softyare house discs ready| PAST WACCI'S

fornatted and labelled. £1.50] Frank Neatherway
each for 3" and £0.35 for
3.5" Min order THO discs.

3 glebe Cloge
Rayleigh

Egsex

586 9HL

Phone {01268) 784742

01-03,16,18,20,24 . 5Gp inc php
40-42,44,46-49 ..., 30p inc php
52-62,65-09 ......, 50p inc pkp
10,72-13,75-79 ... £1 inc pép
80,82-83,85,87-98,, £1.50 ditto
99-103 ..ooviieu e, £2.00 ditto
Go on, grab 4 back Issue.

SUBSCRIPTION FORM {(104)
NB: Subscription includes club membership.

UK ISSUES @ £2.00 EACH = £
EUROPE ISSUES @ £2.50 EACH = £
OVERSEAS ISSUES @ £3.00 EACH = £
NAME PHONE
ADDRESS

POSTCODE

From: To:

Please send your cheque
or Postal Order to:

WACCI® a
7 Brunswood Green
HAWARDEN
Flintshire

CH5 3JA

Cheques payable to
WACCI please.

SAE needed for receipt.

Isobel tore her mag up for the subs form (I’ve got the evidence)

The end is near




- MieroDesign Plus - Menu driven DXTP page processing package. Two dises and two manuals. High quality print output. For all Amstrad

. ¥ flowchart symbols ete. ROMDOS D20 format £13.99 or 3" disc £14.99

| processors. DISC - £14.99 ROM - £21.00

SOFTWARE - HARDWARE - DESIGN
Telephone/Fax: 0141554 4735

EDmEDFL Email: cam1@cix.compulink.co.uk
] ”"I 10 Mclntosh Crt,, Wellpark, Glasgow, G31 2HW. Scotland, UK,

NIRVANA - ROM based file and disc management suite, Features inelude: Diise copy, dise format, file copy, unerase, change fle
attributes, awtomatic catalogue of drive A and easy to use menu systern. Suitable for two drive machines. Please note that Nirvana will
-] enly recognise data and system format dises in drive B. £15.06

] CPC disc machines with 128k, £29.99

A MicreDesign Extra - Disc of clip-art for use with MicroDesign Plus. Consists of large headline fonts, musical nofation symbols,

X The Maps Libraries Far MicroDesign Plus:

1 a) Maps Of The British Isles - Sixteen Hi-Res (256k strip format) maps of the coastline, molorways, counties and lowns of the UK
. § ROMDOS D29 fornmat - £12.99 or 3" format { 2 discs } - £14.99

B b) World Maps - Fifteen Hi-Res maps of Amerion, Europe, Asia eto. ROMDOS D20 format - £12.99 or 3" format - £13.99

Page Printer ~ 24 pin and ink jet printer driver for MicroDesign Plus. Easy to use - good quality print outs, £3.99

A DES - The Desktop Environment Systemn - Sophistieated CPC graphical user interface, based on an Apple Machitosh style WIMP
environment. For all CPC dise machines. Disc - £14.99 ROMS (2) - £24.99

2Zin} - PC to CPC transfer program, runs under CPM. Allows the user to swap between a PC and the CPC using an interchangeable
dise format. For all Amstrad CPC disc machines with 128k runming under CPM3. £19.99

ParaDos - Superb Disc Operating System for use with large format 3.5" B drives. Compatible with and superior to ROMDOS, This is
] the caly DOS ROM which should be inserted in ROM slot seven thevely freeing an extra slot for more software. £14.99

'} The Basic Idea - Quality Basic tutoria] aimed sl the cotnpetent Basic programmer. Consists of 4 42 page marmal and dise of example
-3 programs £14.99

Xexor - Sophisticated dise backup utility, capable of backing up almost all protecied CPC discs.£14.99
Soft-Lok V2.3 - Comprehensive iape 1o dise utility, designed to transfer speedlock protected gaines to dise. £14.99
A4 ComSoft Rombox - Cased 8 socket Rombox expandible to 16 sockets, ideal for DES, ParaDos, Protexi elc. £35 + £2 postage,

} THE PROTEXT SUITE The most sophisticated word processing system ever developed for the Amstrad CPC compuler range. Rivals
:§ 16 bit word processors in ease of use and range of features.

. PROTEXT - The number one word processor for Amstrad CPC compnters. Features inolude: Fast text editing, insert/overwrite modes,
. 4 full text formating, block functions, on sereen help and printer control menw. DISC - £15.99 ROM - £22.00

§ PROSPELL - Advanced spell checker for PROTEXT. Features include: Massive 32,000 word dictionary, can check up to 2000 words
] per minute, build/edivlist diclionary, unlimited dictionary size and word search/anagram feature. Will also check files from other word

PROMERGE PLUS - The complete mail merge and tility program for PROTEXT. Festures inclade; Comprehensive mail merge
] function, auto reformating of text & selective printing. ROM version also allows for two file editing & background printing as well as
_ columm work, DISC - £14.9% ROM - £21.00

| PROPRINT - PROTEXT print enhancennent progeam. Features inchude: Multiple fonts within ene docwument, import of {onts from
{ other CPC proprams, 9 and 240 pin prinder drivers and an integral font designer for oreation of new fonts/editing of imported fonts.
JDISC - £14.99 ROM -£21.60

: DESTEXT - Powerful DES wiility enabling owners of 1S and PROTEXT on ROM to use the DES graphical interface within Protext.
{ Features include: Unique WYSIWYG screen printing option, screen saver & multiple text options, DISC - £9.99

PLEASE ADD £1.00 TO ALL DISC AND ROM ORDERS FOR 15T CLASS POSTAGE IN THE UNITED KINGDOM.
AIR MAIL FOR INTERNATIONAL CUSTOMERS - ADD £2.00 PER ORDER.
CUSTOMERS WISHING TO ORDER BY CREDIT CARD PLEASE CALL 0141 554 4735 (24 HR ANSAPIONE)




